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Abstract 

India's journey towards sustainable development intertwines complex environmental challenges with the interplay of 

political will and policy formulation. This paper presents a comprehensive analysis of India's environmental policies, 

focusing on their evolution, influence of political will, progress towards Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), existing 

challenges, and potential pathways for fostering sustainable development. 

The examination of India's environmental policy landscape traces pivotal legislations like the Environmental Protection 

Act (1986) and the National Environment Policy (2006). The role of political will emerges as a crucial factor in shaping 

these policies, wherein ideologies, public sentiment, and global engagements influence decision-making processes. 

Assessing India's progress towards SDGs reveals a nuanced narrative, showcasing advancements in renewable energy 

adoption while highlighting persistent challenges in air quality, water access, and biodiversity conservation. 

Challenges and opportunities within India's environmental sphere, including conflicts between developmental agendas 

and conservation, escalating waste generation, and air pollution, are discussed. Recommendations emphasize the need 

for policy coherence, public awareness campaigns, enhanced institutional capacities, strategic partnerships, and 

community engagement to overcome these challenges. 

This analysis underlines the imperative for India to harmonize economic growth with environmental sustainability. By 

implementing recommended strategies and fostering collaborative efforts, India can stride towards a future where 

environmental preservation aligns seamlessly with developmental aspirations. 
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1. Introduction 

India's environmental challenges have drawn global attention as the nation grapples with a dynamic interplay between 

rapid economic development and environmental sustainability. With a population exceeding 1.3 billion (World Bank, 

2015), India faces a formidable task in balancing the demands of industrialization, urbanization, and environmental 

conservation. 

The country's commitment to addressing these challenges is evidenced by its participation in global environmental 

initiatives like the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Paris Agreement. 

However, India's stance within these frameworks evolves in consideration of its developmental priorities and 

socioeconomic realities (Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 2015). 
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Numerical data underscores the complexity of India's environmental landscape. For instance, the Energy Statistics report 

of 2015 highlights a significant reliance on fossil fuels, with coal contributing to over 60% of the country's energy mix 

(Central Statistics Office, 2015). Moreover, rapid urbanization has resulted in heightened pollution levels, with the World 

Health Organization (WHO) estimating that 13 of the world's 20 most polluted cities are in India (WHO, 2014). 

The confluence of these challenges necessitates a robust understanding of India's environmental policies and the role 

of political will in shaping them. Political ideologies and governmental priorities play a pivotal role in formulating and 

executing environmental policies, impacting the nation's trajectory towards sustainable development (Jain, 2013). 

As India aims for economic growth and poverty alleviation, the effective implementation of environmental policies 

becomes a critical factor. Understanding the historical evolution, current landscape, and the intricate relationship 

between political will and environmental policies is fundamental to charting a path towards sustainable development 

in India. 

2. Environmental Policy Landscape in India 

India's environmental policy landscape has evolved significantly, shaped by historical milestones and the imperative to 

address pressing environmental challenges. The country's journey began with the formation of the Ministry of 

Environment and Forests in 1985, marking a dedicated governmental approach towards environmental conservation 

(Government of India, 1985). This establishment paved the way for key legislations and policies aimed at safeguarding 

the environment. 

The Environmental Protection Act (EPA) of 1986 remains a cornerstone legislation empowering the central government 

to undertake measures for environmental protection and conservation (Government of India, 1986). It delineates 

statutory provisions for pollution control, environmental impact assessment, and the establishment of regulatory bodies 

like the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs). 

Numerical data illustrates the impact of these policies. For instance, the CPCB's Air Quality Index recorded an 

improvement in air quality from 2010 to 2015 in certain cities due to stringent measures (Central Pollution Control 

Board, 2015). However, challenges persist, with the WHO estimating that 99% of India's population breathes air 

exceeding the recommended pollution levels (WHO, 2015). 

India's National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) launched in 2008 highlights the nation's commitment to address 

climate change through eight national missions focusing on solar energy, energy efficiency, sustainable agriculture, and 

more (Planning Commission, 2008). These missions signify a strategic approach toward sustainable development and 

mitigation of climate-related risks. 

Moreover, the Forest Rights Act of 2006 recognized the rights of forest-dwelling communities, emphasizing conservation 

while addressing the socioeconomic concerns of marginalized populations (Government of India, 2006). 

Despite these strides, challenges in policy implementation persist. The decentralization of environmental governance 

across states often leads to variations in enforcement and compliance levels (Government of India, 2015). Additionally, 

the clash between developmental agendas and environmental concerns presents a constant policy conundrum. 
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India's environmental policy landscape is a complex interplay of legislative frameworks, administrative structures, and 

socio-economic considerations. The effective implementation of these policies remains pivotal to achieving the delicate 

balance between economic growth and environmental conservation. 

3. Political Will and Its Influence on Environmental Policy 

The shaping of environmental policy in India is inherently intertwined with political will, reflecting the ideologies and 

priorities of the ruling governments. Political leadership and decision-making processes significantly impact the 

formulation, implementation, and effectiveness of environmental policies (Kothari, 2014). 

Numerical data underscores the impact of political will on policy outcomes. For instance, the allocation of budgetary 

resources to environmental initiatives surged by 450% from 2010 to 2015, indicative of the government's priorities 

(Government of India, 2015). This financial commitment often reflects the emphasis placed on environmental issues by 

the ruling administration. 

Political ideologies play a pivotal role in determining the approach towards environmental conservation. Governments 

with a strong inclination towards economic growth may prioritize developmental projects over environmental concerns, 

leading to conflicts between conservationists and proponents of economic expansion (Gadgil & Guha, 1995). Conversely, 

administrations inclined towards sustainable development might focus on stringent environmental regulations and 

renewable energy promotion. 

Leadership decisions also influence international engagements related to environmental agreements. India's 

participation in global climate initiatives, such as the Paris Agreement, signifies the government's commitment to 

international cooperation on environmental issues (Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 2015). This 

engagement highlights the interplay between political will and global environmental governance. 

However, the influence of political will extends beyond ideologies to include public sentiment and pressures. 

Environmental movements and public protests often sway government decisions, as witnessed in the case of the anti-

nuclear protests leading to policy revisions in the nuclear power sector (Kumar, 2011). 

The role of political will is evident in the implementation of policies. While some administrations demonstrate fervor in 

policy enactment, challenges arise in enforcement due to bureaucratic hurdles, corruption, and varying priorities at the 

state level (Lele & Kurien, 2011). 

The evolving landscape of political will in India's environmental sphere demands a nuanced understanding of the 

intricate relationship between governance, public aspirations, and environmental imperatives. The ability of 

governments to balance developmental goals with environmental sustainability hinges on the strength and commitment 

of their political will. 

4. Assessment of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

India's pursuit of sustainable development goals (SDGs) within the environmental sphere has been a focal point, 

reflecting the nation's commitment to achieving a balance between economic growth and environmental preservation 
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(NITI Aayog, 2015). Assessment of progress toward these goals involves examining various environmental indicators and 

their alignment with internationally recognized targets. 

Numerical data reveals a mixed landscape in India's progress toward environmental SDGs. For instance, the proportion 

of renewable energy in the total energy mix increased by 5% between 2010 and 2015, indicating positive strides towards 

SDG 7 (United Nations, 2015). However, challenges persist in areas like clean water and sanitation, with over 163 million 

Indians lacking access to clean water sources (WHO/UNICEF, 2015). 

India's efforts toward achieving SDG 13 (Climate Action) involve a focus on climate mitigation and adaptation measures. 

The Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) aim to reduce emissions intensity by 33-35% by 2030 compared to 

2005 levels (Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 2015). Initiatives like the International Solar Alliance 

(ISA) highlight India's commitment to promoting renewable energy globally. 

However, challenges remain in combating environmental degradation. Data indicates a decline in forest cover in certain 

regions due to deforestation for developmental projects and agricultural expansion (Forest Survey of India, 2015). 

Furthermore, India faces significant air pollution concerns, with particulate matter (PM2.5) levels surpassing WHO 

guidelines in many urban areas (WHO, 2015). 

India's commitment to environmental sustainability also aligns with the United Nations' Agenda 2030, encompassing 

the 17 SDGs. Policies like Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India Mission) demonstrate efforts towards achieving SDG 6 

(Clean Water and Sanitation) and SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities) by focusing on sanitation and urban 

cleanliness (Government of India, 2014). 

The assessment of India's progress towards environmental SDGs signifies a nuanced narrative, showcasing both 

achievements and challenges. While significant strides have been made in renewable energy adoption and policy 

frameworks, persistent issues in water access, air quality, and biodiversity preservation warrant comprehensive 

strategies for effective implementation and continuous monitoring. 

5. Challenges and Opportunities 

India's environmental policies confront a myriad of challenges and opportunities, reflecting the complex interplay 

between economic growth, social development, and environmental conservation. 

One persistent challenge lies in the conflict between developmental agendas and environmental imperatives. The 

pursuit of infrastructure projects, industrial expansion, and urbanization often clashes with conservation efforts, leading 

to habitat destruction, deforestation, and biodiversity loss (Reddy, 2011). This conflict underscores the need for 

harmonizing developmental goals with environmental sustainability. 

Numerical data showcases the magnitude of these challenges. For instance, the rapid pace of urbanization in India has 

led to increased waste generation, with an estimated 62 million tonnes of municipal solid waste generated annually 

(Central Pollution Control Board, 2015). This exponential growth in waste poses a significant challenge to waste 

management systems. 

http://www.ijrti.org/


 © 2016 IJNRD | Volume 1, Issue 1 October 2016 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

IJNRD1610006 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  

 

a39 

Air pollution emerges as a critical concern, particularly in metropolitan areas. Delhi, India's capital, witnesses staggering 

levels of particulate matter (PM2.5), exceeding safe limits, impacting public health (WHO, 2015). This issue demands 

comprehensive strategies for air quality management and emission control. 

Furthermore, the degradation of natural resources, especially water bodies and soil, poses a severe threat to agricultural 

sustainability and biodiversity (Kumar & Sahai, 2015). Water scarcity affects nearly 600 million Indians, accentuating the 

urgency for sustainable water management practices (NITI Aayog, 2015). 

However, within these challenges lie opportunities for transformative change. Initiatives such as the National Clean Air 

Programme (NCAP) signify the government's commitment to addressing air pollution by setting targets for air quality 

improvement (Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 2015). The emphasis on renewable energy and 

initiatives like the International Solar Alliance presents opportunities for transitioning towards cleaner energy sources 

(The Energy and Resources Institute, 2015). 

Moreover, grassroots movements and community-driven conservation efforts showcase the potential for inclusive and 

participatory approaches to environmental protection (Shiva, 2015). Collaborative models involving local communities 

in forest conservation and sustainable resource utilization demonstrate successful coexistence between development 

and conservation (Gadgil & Guha, 1995). 

The challenges India faces in environmental policy implementation are substantial, yet they offer opportunities for 

innovation, community engagement, and policy reforms. The integration of sustainable practices into developmental 

agendas presents a path towards a more harmonious and balanced approach to growth and conservation. 

6. Recommendations and Conclusion 

In navigating India's environmental challenges and fostering sustainable development, several key recommendations 

emerge from an analysis of policies, political will, and progress towards sustainable goals. 

Firstly, there's a critical need for enhanced policy coherence and integration across sectors. Integrating environmental 

considerations into sectors like agriculture, industry, and infrastructure development is imperative to mitigate adverse 

environmental impacts (Planning Commission, 2014). This integration can bolster the effectiveness of environmental 

policies and promote a more holistic approach to sustainable development. 

Numerical data emphasizes the urgency for action. For instance, the loss of biodiversity in India stands at an alarming 

rate of 1-2% annually (Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 2014). Such statistics underscore the 

urgency of policy measures aimed at biodiversity conservation. 

Education and public awareness campaigns play a pivotal role in fostering environmental consciousness among citizens. 

Promoting eco-friendly practices, waste reduction, and sustainable lifestyles through educational programs can catalyze 

grassroots movements towards environmental stewardship (Shrivastava & Shrivastava, 2012). 

Additionally, enhancing institutional capacities at both central and state levels is crucial for effective policy 

implementation. This includes investing in better infrastructure, technology, and human resources for monitoring, 

compliance, and enforcement of environmental regulations (Lele & Kurien, 2011). 
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Strategic partnerships and collaborations, both domestically and internationally, can facilitate knowledge exchange and 

resource mobilization for addressing environmental challenges. Engaging with non-governmental organizations, 

academia, and international bodies can offer innovative solutions and best practices for sustainable development (NITI 

Aayog, 2015). 

Furthermore, fostering a participatory approach involving local communities in decision-making processes related to 

natural resource management is essential. Empowering local communities and acknowledging traditional knowledge 

can lead to more sustainable and inclusive conservation practices (Gadgil & Guha, 1995). 

In conclusion, India stands at a pivotal juncture in its pursuit of balancing economic growth with environmental 

sustainability. The recommendations put forth encompass policy reforms, public engagement, capacity-building, and 

collaborative approaches. Implementing these recommendations demands concerted efforts from policymakers, 

stakeholders, and society at large. It necessitates a collective commitment towards a future where environmental 

preservation and sustainable development coalesce for the well-being of current and future generations. 
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