© 2018 IJNRD | Volume 3, Issue 12 December 2018 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | INRD.ORG

IJNRD.ORG ISSN : 2456-4184 -

~s- INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF NOVEL RESEARCH
. S0 AND DEVELOPMENT (IJNRD) | IJNRD.ORG
RD Anlnternational Open Access, Peer-reviewed, Refereed Journal

Rerearch Through Innovation

WOMAN AND PERSONAL SPACE: READING
VIRGINIA WOOLF’S A ROOM OF ONE’S OWN

Gautom Kumar Saikia
Associate Professor, Dept.of English
Kamargaon College, Golaghat, Assam

Abstract:

In Virginia Woolf’s seminal work “A Room of One’s Own”, the theme of personal space, especially
concerning women, takes center stage, Woolf eloquently explores the concept of personal space as not just a
physical necessity but a profound metaphor for women’s autonomy and intellectual freedom. She asserts
that a woman must have both literal and figurative “room” to think, create, and assert her identity. Woolf’s
exploration of the limitations imposed on women by societal norms underscores the importance of personal
space needed for gender equality and self-expression. Through her insightful analysis, Woolf invites the
readers to contemplate the significance of personal space in the life of women, challenging outdated social
norms and advocating for their rightful place in the literary and intellectual arena.
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Introduction:

Virginia Woolf addresses the issue of freedom and identity in her lengthy essay "A Room of One's
Own," which relates to social class differences as well as gender dynamics. This ground-breaking essay was
inspired by a series of lectures she gave in 1928 at Newhamn College and Gorton College, two women's
colleges at Cambridge University. The essay is a part of the "Women and Fiction" lecture series, where she
uses a fictional narrator and narrative to examine women's experiences as fiction writers and characters. The
current essay is a well-known feminist text that has prominently brought up the subject of freedom of space
and financial security, a topic that is important to feminist writers practically everywhere. Being one of the
earliest feminist writings, it analyses and challenges some of the most fundamental themes surrounding the
exploitation and oppression of women.

Analysis:

Virginia Woolf is one of the most prominent modern writers who has dedicated herself for the cause of
women. It is to be noted that her own life is equally interesting as her writings. She struggled with mental
instability for the majority of her life, and with the help of her friends and family members she could
manage to create her works. Despite her personal struggles, she tried her hands in both nonfictional and
fictional writings. She was at her finest when she criticized society for depriving the talented female writers
of their much deserved opportunities. The issues Virginia Woolf raised in this article are significant because
they are still essential to feminist authors, critics, and women in general. The article was written in the
1930s, yet its significance is still relevant today. Most women typically have encountered the issues
mentioned here due to the patriarchal nature of society.

The four Marys' yearning for personal space and financial independence—as expressed in the first
chapter of A Room of One's Own is meticulously developed in this essay. The unknown female narrator
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claimed that having a room of her own would give a lady the time and space to write nonstop. It is worth
mentioning here that women were denied access to these essentials and luxuries during Virginia Woolf’s
time. She makes the argument that because of this denial of privileges to women, their art suffered resulting
in the biased attitude that women are inferior and lack intellectual prowess. Hence, Woolf utilizes the space
as a metaphor for a number of bigger themes, including independence, privacy, and free time. The numerous
disparities between men and women continue to be fundamentally influenced by each of these problems.
Woolf is of the opinion that women will continue to be considered as inferior sex and second-class citizens,
unless adequate provisions are made to ensure justice and equality for women.

The fictitious narrator of the story values both time and money equally. She believes that the only factor
that will ensure women have their own rooms is money. Therefore, having financial independence is crucial
in order to make women confident and self reliant. The narrator writes, "Intellectual freedom depends upon
material things. Poetry depends on intellectual freedom. And women have always been poor, not for two
hundred years merely, but from the beginning of time." This quotation is used by the author to explain why
so few women have achieved success as poets. She contends that since novels may be written with frequent
starts and stops more easily than poems, women are more likely to produce novels than poems. Women
frequently lack their own area, a place to reflect and explore their intrinsic writing ability, so they must deal
with interruptions on a regular basis. The narrator suggests that without money, women will continue to lag
behind their more inventive male colleagues. It is worth mentioning here that the misconception that women
writers were inferior to their male counterparts was fostered to a great extent by the disparity in earnings
between men and women at the time Woolf was writing.

The subjectivity of truth is another topic that the narrator raises in this work. In order to do this, she
creates a critical and historical account of women writers up to this point as well as attempts to study the
history of women writers. Even history, which has very much been an exposition of his or her stories as
written and read all over, is subjective in her eyes. She searches for "the essential oil of truth,” but it eludes
her, leading her to the realization that it doesn't. The narrator later writes, "When a subject is highly
controversial, one cannot hope to tell the truth. One can only show how one came to hold whatever opinion
one does hold." ... in order to show that one's perspective is the only thing they can truly "prove.” She
embellishes her speech with fiction and asserts that "fiction is likely to contain more truth than fact." Reality
isn't objective; rather, it depends on how one perceives the world around them. Although, she also argues
that the fictional elements of any story contain more important truth than the factual ones, this argument
complicates her story and makes her reader doubt what she has so far presented as true. She recasts the
widely held beliefs and viewpoints of innumerable literary works from this perspective.

Women who lack their own "private spaces™ are probably destined for trouble and even failure in their
careers, along with strict personal and private accounts of dominance. They lack the opportunity and scope
to develop their intellectual capacities since they are too busy with other duties both within and outside the
home. The argument being made here is that this shift supports her assertion that women cannot compete
against men who do not have to fight for such fundamental necessities as a place of their own and the time
to write. That is, like with Judith Shakespeare (the fictitious sister of William Shakespeare), the pervasive
gender disparity in society has prevented women from realizing and exploring their capacities. The issue
relates to all women in general and not just one because the text doesn't have a single fixed identity that
gives it a sense of being universal. Woolf writes, "A woman must have money and a room of her own if she
is to write fiction." The thesis of the book is expressed in this sentence, which appears in the opening
chapter and is arguably one of its most renowned sentences. She has ignited one of the most significant
claims made by feminist literary critics with this statement and the entire book. Women have few options
for improvement because they lack private spaces to call their own. Although, it is obvious that this is a
historical fact, Woolf's claim was innovative at the time. Through her writings, and especially, in A Room of
One’s Own, Woolf has projected the achievements of women in a fresh, far more positive perspective, and it
also made people confront the hard realities of our society. She draws attention to the unfair treatment of
women by men and, quite accurately, holds that men have consistently put women below them in order to
boost their own self-esteem as the more capable sex.

Conclusion:

Virginia Woolf skillfully portrays the challenges and limitations that women face in a patriarchal
society. Through her eloquent writing, she delves into the obstacles that hinder women’s ability to fully
express themselves and engage in intellectual pursuits, highlighting the importance of financial
independence and creative space. She argues that women require both physical and metaphorical “rooms of
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their own” and financial autonomy to reach their creative potential. Moreover, the text has addressed a
number of important concerns for women, including lesbianism, space and money issues. Hence, Woolf’s
work remains a fundamental piece in feminist literature, emphasizing the significance of independence,
economic equality, and personal space in women’s pursuit of intellectual and artistic achievements.
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