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ABSTRACT   

There has been a swelling rate of sexual abuses and exploitations by UN personnel’s. This illicit act has 

brought international shame to a global organization that is prized worldwide with high esteems. The most 

recent confirmed cases were in Haiti were several young girls of about 11 years old were sexually abused 

by UN personnel’s (Sonia 2009, para 1-14; Catalina 2015, pp. 1-29; Nordås, & Siri 2013, pp. 512-530). 

The aim and focus of the study was to identify administrative gaps and provide policy suggestions on how 

UN personnel’s can legally satisfy their sexual urge during deployments. The research questions were: Why 

do UN personnel indulge in sexual abuses, and exploitations? What measures have been taken by the UN to 

remedy sexual cruelty? Primary data were collected with the use of Questionnaires. The reliability and 

validity of the instrument was tested using exploratory factor analysis (Crunch-bach alpha) and 

confirmatory factor analysis (Composite reliability). SMART PLS 3 was used for data analysis. Based on 

data analyzed, the study found that the problem continues to be poor administrative policies; the UN has 

never thought of ways by which it can provide means/policies that could enable it field personnel’s to 

satisfy their sexual urge in mission stations. Personnel’s are expected to be sexually inactive for the entire 

duration of their deployment. The study concludes that, security and military policies are the main 

accelerators of sexual abuses rather than the perpetrators themselves.   
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INTRODUCTION  

The rate of sexual abuses and exploitation by UN peacekeeping personnel’s and other officials is 

alarming. There have been several confirmed reported cases of sexual abuses and exploitations by UN 

personnel during their deployments in mission stations. This illicit act has brought international shame to 

a global organization that is prized worldwide with high esteems. It has also made many communities to 

develop negative thoughts about the UN and it missions. Sexual cruelty is one of the most powerful threat 

to the mission and objectives of the UN. Several measures have been taken over the past decades to arrest 

the situation, but to a large extent, all efforts have been futile. The UN continues to receive increase 

reported cases of sexual abuses and exploitations from it field workers. Looking at the size and resources 

at the disposal of the UN, one may think that providing solutions to arrest the situation is an easy task. 

But this has not been the case as the problem continues to linger and plague the UN from time 

immemorial. There is no sign that appropriate measures are being put in place to remedy this vice 

(Catalina, 2015 pp. 1-29; Sonia 2009, para 1-14).  

RESEARCH QUESTIONS  

• Why do UN personnel indulge in sexual abuses, and exploitations?  

• What measures have been taken by the UN to remedy sexual cruelty?  

• How does sexual cruelty affect the UN?  

• Does the UN fully satisfy all the needs of it personnel in their mission stations?  

• How can the UN rebrand it image in the eyes of local communities who have been victims of sexual 

abuses and exploitations?  

  

OBJECTIVES  

• To find out whether the UN has a law/policy that permits peacekeepers to sexually satisfy 

themselves during deployment  

• To find out measures taken by the UN to combat sexual abuses by peacekeepers and other 

personnel 

• To examine the effectiveness of the UN Zero Tolerance Policy for sexual abusers  

• To examine the duration of peacekeeping missions  
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HYPOTHESIS  

There is a relationship between politics, policies, and the missions and objectives of the UN.  

VARIABLES  

Independent variable  

 

  Politics and Policies   

  

BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY  

A novel report on numerous babies fathered by United Nations workers; especially peacekeepers took the 

world by surprise and many people were shocked because an international organization like the UN could 

not protect the people she claimed to protect. This is the most recent study that was published which 

brought international shame to the UN; it only goes a long way to justify that little is really done to solve 

the problem of sexual exploitations. When the UN continues to educate local population on how to report 

cases of sexual abuses and exploitations, how does this help in preventing the ills from occurring and 

reoccurring? This study was developed because there was a policy and research gap in handling this issue. 

A lot of resources are made available to tackle perpetrators – secondary efforts and little is done to 

prevent the act – primary efforts (Catherine & Jean-Pierre 2018, para 1-10).   

Whenever there are alarming reported cases of sexual abuses and/or exploitations; the UN is quick to 

reiterate its Zero Tolerance policy. If it was effective then over the past decades, the policy would have 

achieved a mile stone in curbing this shameful act. Statements like the UN has global duties in setting 

premium standards for all to emulate will fill the media. But this expression has never really realized a 

great deal in relation to the issue at hand. However, it is very necessary to keep in mind that, there are a 

lot of UN peacekeepers and other personnel’s who do not engage themselves into this malicious act. But 

with the gravity and social implication of this type of cruelty, the few who are perpetrators give a negative 

public image to everyone working under this banner. It can be liken to the illustration that ones the top of 

a pool is dirty, the whole water in the pool is dirty. An organization with such caliber and mass quantity 

of resources in its possession should be able to provide absolute serenity to communities where it carries 

out operations (Catherine & Jean-Pierre 2018, para 1-10; Jasmine-Kim & Louise 2017, pp. 366-387).  

Thousands of little girls who were not even in their teens; about 11 years old, were sexually exploited and 

abused in Haiti and many were impregnated. Approximate 200 testimonies were gotten from the local 

population in Haiti who gave in first-hand information that many little girls were victims of this ill from 

  Peace keeping missions   

  

Dependent Variable   
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peacekeepers who abandon them after their mission and they became single mothers at this tender age. 

These little girls who were under age were lured and sexually abused. Many Haitians said the UN policies 

or measures taken to ensure that such acts do not occur are ineffective. Some testimonies illustrated how 

victims narrated that peacekeepers dropped money in their hands and at the same time, dropping a baby in 

them (Sonia 2009, para 1-14).     

UN Charter governing it workers requires that all its personnel must maintain the maximum standards of 

veracity and comportment. Also, it is dedicated in making sure that all its employees positioned globally 

serve with competence, gallantry, civility, and self-respect. Approximately more than one thousand 

police, military and civilian personnel are presently working in several peacekeeping missions and 

distinct administrative missions globally. ‘UN Standards of Conduct’ is applied to all clusters of 

employees deployed in all its missions. As such, there is a threefold approach use to handle cases of 

misbehaviours: ‘Prevention, Enforcement of the Standards of Conduct, and Remedial Action’. UN 

employees in fields are the physical face of the Organization in communities they work to defend and 

upkeep in order to restore and maintain peace. The organization obligates itself by working closely with 

Member States to guarantee all it workers adhere to utmost accepted ethics at all times during the entire 

period of their services (Jasmine-Kim & Louise 2017, pp. 366-387).  

The UN has Zero tolerance policy for sexual abuse and/or exploitations; accountability is expected from 

mission heads and sanctions are applied to any leader who does not administer the standards of conduct. 

Or report cases of abuses. The United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres has frequently called 

all on UN workers to uphold the best standards of work ethics and show professionalism in all their 

operations; he emphasis more on respect for human dignity (UNSC, 2018).   

The rate of sexual abuses and exploitations were very alarming 80s and 90s to an extent that a policy of 

Zero Tolerance was introduced by the late United Nations Secretary General (UNSG) ‘Kofi Anna Anan’ 

in 2003. It main aim and objective was to prevent sexual abuses by peacekeepers and other UN workers. 

The researcher firmly argues here that the policy was a failure from its inception because it seems to 

target the “Effects” of an Act rather than the “Causes of an Act”. It was a means to an end but not an end 

in itself hence, it has been unable to achieve its full purpose. This explains why after its development and 

implementation, there have still been numerous reported cases of sexual cruelties. According to Simm 

(2013, pp. 1165), he illustrated that the glitches of impunity for sexual cruelties (abuses) is not only a 

failure of political will but also weaknesses in terms of the structuring of international laws (policy 

failures). This has contributed massively to encourage and promotes acts of sexual abuses by 

peacekeepers.  

Many scholars and policy makers have over the years focused their interest in providing theorists, 

literatures and policies to solve this problem. But despite several efforts, little has been achieve positively 

because all efforts have been and still continues to focus on secondary therapies (what should be done to 

http://www.ijrti.org/


© 2022 IJNRD | Volume 7, Issue 3 March 2022 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

IJNRD2203001 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  
   

5 

perpetrators). Though a few have tried to tackle the primary (root causes), their analysis and suggestions 

fits more into the secondary (effects) than the primary (root causes). For example, in the field of 

medicine, scientists are more interested in creating vaccines that can help prevent the spread of an 

epidemic than waiting for it to spread and then try to cure infected people. This medical analogy should 

be employed to deal with sexual abuses and exploitations of UN workers; preventing the act from 

occurring than waiting for it to occur so that the weak policy of Zero Tolerance will be applied to Simm 

(2013, pp. 1-165).  

  

The creation of United Nation Peace Keeping Forces  

After the Second World War ended in 1945, there was a pressing need for peacekeepers in many 

countries to ensure post war security and stability. After the United Nation was formed in 1946, it started 

deploying personnel’s for peacekeeping missions in 1948. The UN decided to provide immunity to all 

peace keepers (peace keepers were immune to host countries and not the UN). This was done so because 

there were fears that host countries could persecute peace keepers for whatever act they may termed 

criminal, thereby, interfering or preventing them from doing their works smoothly. UN Peacekeepers are 

often sent to fierce post war areas to provide security and protection to people and maintain peace. This is 

a means to enable the nation to build a peaceful society and prevent future conflicts or war (Bruna 2019, 

pp. 1-52; Jasmine-Kim & Louise 2017, pp. 366-387).  

Despite the good and welcome initiative of the UN, many of its peace keepers have been engaged in 

exploiting and abusing the people they were sent to protect. This negativism was perceived by many as a 

consequence of the UN action of providing immunity to peacekeepers. To justify this claim, 2000 

accusations of sexual cruelty and exploitation where recorded and reported against UN Peace Keepers 

amid the year 2004 and 2006 based on studies carried out by the Associated Press (AP). There are 

verified records of sexual cruelties in Somalia, Bosnia, DR Congo, etc. (Jasmine-Kim & Louise 2017, pp. 

366-387).  

Sexual mischief of peace keeping personnel’s  

For several decades now, there has been policies and literature examining the increasing rate of sexual 

abuses by UN Peacekeepers. There are countless occurrences some recorded (reported) while others 

unrecorded. Sexual crimes such as sex for food, sex for medication, women trafficking, rapes, 

discrimination, murders, exploitations of all sorts, etc. (Defeis: 2008 pp. 185-214; Bruna 2019, pp. 1-52).  

Based on figures from the ‘UN Conduct and Discipline Unit Statistics’, it displays that there was a 

decline in the amount of reported cases of sexual exploitation and abuses in 2012. But the following year 

(2013) was overwhelmed with a drastic increase in reported cases of sexual exploitations and abuses.  
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Eunice Danpena a female inhabitant in a displacement camp in a local town called Bambari in Central 

African Republic narrated her ordeal as follows: in 2015, I heard someone on my door knocking. The 

person knocking was a United Nations Peacekeeping personnel; she said that she was occupied. But the 

UN peacekeeper that was knocking on the door forced himself into the camp house and raped her. Since 

2015, there have been 83 allegations of sexual manipulation and abuse in the Central African Republic. 

The allegations concern some 177 UN peacekeepers and 255 survivors. But till date, less than 10 of the 

accused have been tried and jailed (Azad 2018, para 1-48).  

The United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan Ana in a 2003 report to the United Nations Security 

Council (UNSC) inscribed that: "We cannot tolerate even one instance of a UN peacekeeper victimizing 

the most vulnerable among us." A top UN official in the person of Anders Kompass is known to be the 

highest whistle blower who publicly exposed countless acts of sexual cruelties and exploitations of 

peacekeepers in Africa (Central Africa Republic, Chad and Equatorial Guinea). People adjacent to this 

particular case said Anders Kompers gave the confidential documents to the French authorities because 

he discovered that the United Nations failed to ensure measures to prevent such abuses. The document 

exposed evidence of sexual acts of cruelties committed on little children of about nine (9) years old by 

French militaries that were positioned in Central Africa Republic for peacekeeping (Bruna 2019, pp. 1-

52).  

Many of these kids unveiled sexual cruelties such as rape committed on them amid 20132014 in 

displacement camps. The French soldiers used food and money to deceive these kids against their will. A 

boy of about 11 years old was abused (sodomized) when he was out in search for something to eat. 

Likewise some other two kids younger than him were abused at a check point closer to the IDP camp 

where they were living. They explained how they were forced into sex. Information gathered says that the 

kid was traumatized when revealing his ordeal. By mid-2014, these reports were handed over to UN high 

Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva but little or nothing was done to bring justice. This was why 

Kompass decided to passed on the document to the French authorities. There are claims that some top UN 

officials knew about what Kompass wanted to do but did nothing against his intended action. After he had 

blown the whistle, he was summoned and charged of breaking UN Protocols by leaking a document that 

was labelled confidential (Lucy 2018, para 1-15).  

In 2012, a leaked internal confidential file of the UN scrutinizes the operations of peace keepers in 

Congo, Haiti, Liberia and South Sudan. It was discovered that, approximately 85% of reported cases of 

sexual cruelties and exploitations came from the above mentioned four (4) countries. The then UNSG 

Ban Ki-Moon during his annual report in 2014 said there were 51 documented cases recorded of sexual 

abuses perpetrated by UN peacekeeping personnel’s. He claimed these low figures of reported cases of 

sexual abuses were achieved because of the UN new mechanism that was put in place to remedy the 

persistence problem of sexual abuses by peacekeepers. But claims have emerged from many sources 

http://www.ijrti.org/
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debunking the figure given by the UNSG. For example: The Guardian wrote that: “UN personnel in all 

the missions we visited could point to numerous suspected or quite visible cases of SEA that are not being 

counted or investigated,” The Guardian clearly states that findings from their investigators contradict that 

of the Secretary General. One may say that there may be cover ups of sexual exploitations and abuses 

even at the highest offices of the UN (UNSC, 2018)  

The banning of sex by UN for Peacekeepers  

The UN has a policy that ban peace keepers from engaging into any sexual activity with local women 

while on mission. Who then does the UN wants these peace keepers to satisfy their sexual urge with? 

Again, it makes the local population (especially women to feel inferior compared to other women. Simić 

(2012, pp. 189-197) stated that he interviewed women from Bosnia and they told him that the UN 

complete ban on sex which prevent peace keepers from having sex with local women made them 

(Bosnian women) to feel like they are “second class citizens” and “less worthy” than women from 

peacekeepers countries (sending country).   

The UN should clearly distinguish between consensual sex and rape (forceful sex). Some peacekeepers 

are bachelors. As a result of this, some personnel may find love while on mission and finally end up 

getting married. The stiff and tough policy of the UN has made many children to become bastards in post 

conflict areas. Many peacekeepers get involve in relationships while on mission and practice consensual 

sex. At the end, some local women get pregnant for peacekeepers and because they don’t want to commit 

abortion (because it’s bad), peacekeepers often refuse to take responsibility. Even when they return back 

to their respective countries after their mission, they don’t bother remembering their past because it may 

put their career into trouble (Simić 2012, pp. 189-197).  

  

The history of sexual abuses and exploitations  

The first filed cases of sexual cruelties were reported (occurred) in Bosnia, Herzegovina and Kosovo 

(1990s). Later on, there were similar reported occurrences in Africa (Liberia and Mozambique, etc.). At 

its early stage, there was a lot of negligence by the UN to an extent that some top UN officials did not 

directly acknowledge it but accepted that there has been gross misconduct by UN Peacekeepers. This 

explains why the UN responded only during the mid-2000 when there was a signally mass documented 

and reported case of sexual exploitations and abuses by UN Peacekeepers in The Democratic Republic of 

Congo. Peacekeepers were reported to have been engaged in pornography, sexual exploitations and abuse 

of kids and adults, etc. The outburst was all over Medias which forces many UN top Officials to hastily 

acknowledge that truly some Peace Keepers have abused the UN code of Conduct. .The reputation of the 

UN was at stake; this made the then Secretary General Kofi Annan Anan to reiterate and lay more 

emphasis on his policy of Zero Tolerance. This in other words implies that the Secretary General was 
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affirming that the measures in place to handle sexual exploitation and abuses were incongruous and 

inadequate (Bruna 2019, pp. 1-52).   

The Secretary General (Kofi Annan Anan) decided to investigate the reported cases. He employed the 

services of Prince Zeid in 2004 to head the inquiry and investigation. A year later, Prince Zeid concluded 

his investigation and handed his findings in what is known as the Zeid Report. The report provided clear 

details of occurrences of sexual cruelties; girls were raped and the perpetrators masked their acts to look 

like the girls were prostitutes. Other Peace Keepers exchanged services and employment opportunities 

(even food a basic need) for sex (Bruna 2019, pp. 1-52).  

When the news of sexual exploitations and abuses were at its peak in 2004 coupled with the mad-rush by 

UN top officials to contain the situation, one could think that the issue will be a thing of the past in less 

than no time. It’s a pity that 15 years later (2021) the UN is still battling to conquer this ill. When UN 

Peacekeepers exploit vulnerable peoples in unsecured environments and abuse them sexually (exchange 

medicines, foods, etc. for sex) it makes one to question their essence because they were sent to prevent 

these things from occurring (Bruna 2019, pp. 1-52).  

The policy of Zero Tolerance was bound to achieve little or nothing from the day of its inception because 

it was not developed to stop and prevent future sexual exploitations and abuses by Peacekeepers. It was 

rather aimed at punishing those who have been perpetrators; one could say it was a misguided policy. No 

doubt, during the last days of his mandate Secretary General Kofi Annan Ana said: Ever since he left 

office, the UN has been plagued with numerous documented cases with undisputable evidence of sexual 

exploitations and abuses. The UN needs to look into reasons why Peace Keepers commit this act rather 

than concentrating on the aftermath (Bruna 2019, pp. 1-52).  

Measures taken by the UN to revamp the situation  

By the year 2000, the issue of sexual cruelties; exploitations and abuses were taking front pages of 

newspapers and public outcry against the UN little effort (negligence) in handling the matter and the 

situation was making tones of waves. This made the UN Security Council to activate Resolution 1325 

which mandated UN Peacekeeping Commanders to reconsider their actions on gender (both male and 

female). The main aim here was to increase women participation in peace keeping operations in order to 

achieve gender parity. All UN member states were encouraged to follow suite in their respective 

countries. The UN thought and still thinks that increasing women participation in all UN mission is a 

direct answer to solve sexual exploitation and abuses.  They are still gradually missing the point because 

they have not identified the cause(s) of these unfriendly acts (UNSG Report 2005 18–19).  

The cause(s) is/are not gender sensitive. Even though there is a strong need to attain gender parity, which 

is another whole topic on itself. Yes, there is a need for us to have gender parity in all walks of life not 
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only in UN operations and missions in order to fully tap and benefit from every ones potential. The UN 

should be very careful not to take a solution meant for economic gains (labour) and try to put it forward 

as a remedy for sexual exploitations and abuses. The most important concept here is context and not 

content. The content (gender) does not fit into the context (sexual exploitation and abuse) which is at 

stake (UNSG Report 2005 18–19)  

  

The distribution of condoms and its impact  

The UN has a ban on sex for peacekeepers but at the time, it hypocritically provides condoms and 

distribute it to the same people it does not want them to have sex during operations. How can the UN 

distribute condoms and at the same time expected the people it is given these condoms not to use it? If it 

is not meant to be used then why is it issued? Approximately 108 soldiers in 2007 from an Asian nation 

who were stationed in Haiti were expelled by the UN from service because of acts of sexual exploitations 

and abuses. According to Deen (2011, pp. 321–355), one of the expelled soldiers is noted to have said 

that: “What do you expect us to do when the UN is providing us with free condoms?” Condoms are meant 

to prevent sexually transmitted diseases such as AIDS or unwanted pregnancy, it is not meant to prevent 

one from indulging in sex. It is easy to perceive a double standard here on the part of the UN.    

 

Condoms are meant for protection during sex as such; does this mean the UN is indirectly encouraging 

something it is publicly distancing itself from? The 2005 Prince Zeid report raises a lot of questions 

concerning the contradictory nuance of Zero Tolerance on sexual exploitations and abuses and the 

distribution of condoms. This is a signally indication of policy failure. This alone encourages sexual 

activities first among peacekeepers and second, with the local population (UNSG Report 2005 18–19; 

Zeid, 2005 PP. 1-150)  

  

LITERATURE REVIEW  

Nordås & Rustad (2013, pp. 511-534) claims that when women are stated in the assignment dictate of 

peacekeeping missions, peacekeepers will concentrate on defending women and not engage them into 

sexual exploitations and abuses. To them, peacekeeping missions which clearly indicate women in its 

mandate has a low probability to have cases of sexual abuses but those that do not, have high chances of 

sexual exploitation which has often be the case on most peacekeeping missions.  

Agathangelou & Ling (2003, pp. 7-60) male peacekeepers may be less abusive sexually if their home 

country (country supplying troops) has gender laws which are well encrypted into their socio-legal norms 

with women rights well spelled out and respected. This explains why Nordås & Rustad (2013, pp. 511-

534) asserted that sexual cruelties and exploitation are often common in missions when most of the troops 

and other personnel have come from societies that do not respect the right of women. This assertion of 
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Nordås & Rustad though seems logical and truthful, it has been proven otherwise. There have been 

several reported cases of sexual abuses by troops from so called developed countries like France who 

have been champions of perpetrating violent sexual abuses on women and children; there are verified 

recorded cases in Central African Republic, DR Congo, etc.    

Acts of sexual abuses, exploitation and trafficking are usually carried out based on individual perceptions. 

Most troops who are perpetrators usually commit these crimes based on the way they want to behave at a 

particular time when they are less controlled or supervised. This implies that, if missions constitute small 

numbers of peace keepers, the commanding officer will do his job (monitoring) effectively and there will 

be little or no cases of sexual abuses But if there are so many peacekeepers in a mission, the work of 

supervision and monitoring become so difficult for the Commanding Officer to do their job effectively. 

Thus, there is a high possibility for peace keepers to act at will which leads some to go about abusing 

people sexually. The larger the mission and troop size, the greater the chances of sexual exploitations 

(Nordås & Rustad 2013, pp. 511-534).  

Bastick, et al (2007, pp. 1-150), have argued that, in most post conflict areas, poverty is usually at its 

peak. Poverty which as an effect of unemployment usually causes many women to get involve into 

prostitution in an attempt to be able to afford their basic needs. This has enabled peacekeepers to easily 

exploit women sexually. In post conflict areas where there is still the present of high levels of insecurity, 

this may force many women to voluntarily give in themselves for sex in exchange for protection and other 

benefits from peacekeepers. The rate of unemployment is usually very high among women than in their 

opposite sex even when there is peace and security in a nation. Then just imagine what will happen during 

conflicts and post conflict times?   

Jasmine (2020, para 1-18) cited that the “Security Council Resolution 2272” provided powers to the UN 

Secretary General to repatriate perpetrators of sexual abuses and exploitations. This resolution is activated 

when there are credence that a personnel or group of workers have proven to be guilty of any form of 

sexual abuses and/or exploitations. Sadly, Jasmine said that after some confirmed and verified reported 

cases committed by UN peacekeepers from Burundi, they were not repatriated. Here, one could see a 

clear flaw in the implementation of the UN policy. But the main issue here is not the policy (resolution) 

per se; the problem is signally on those in charge of executing established policies. Even if they were 

repatriated, how does it prevent others from repeating the same act?   

Nordås & Rustad (2013, pp. 511-534), during times of conflicts and post conflict eras; the essence of life 

is survival and not morality or dignity. Some women often give in to the sexual demands of peacekeepers 

in order to secure their safety and that of their children. Usually, after an era of post conflict which was 

characterized with violent sexual exploitations, some women may come to a false understanding that the 

exploitations and abused of women sexually is something normal.   
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Also, many scholars have argued that an increase in the number of female peacekeeping personnel will 

drastically reduce the rate of sexual exploitation and abuse. According to many, this will easily enable 

victims (who are mostly females) to walk up to their fellow female to report cases of sexual abuses 

(UNSG Report 2005 18–19; Zeid, 2005 PP. 1-150) Though the hypothesis seems logical and reasonable, 

it is gender bias because it directly attributes all acts of sexual exploitations and abuses to male 

peacekeepers. Also, this measure is aimed at tackling perpetrators of sexual exploitation and abuses 

instead of trying to prevent the act from occurring. The focal point at this critical moment of humanity 

should be centered on “Preventions” rather than “Cure”.  

The Child Rights International Network - CRIN (2016, pp. 1-20) identified that the UN is unable to 

prosecute perpetrators of sexual abuse and exploitations. This is a policy agreement gap because the UN 

has powers only to repatriate personnel’s who are found guilty of committing these illicit acts. The level 

of immunity enjoys by UN peacekeepers and other personnel protect them from both the UN and the host 

countries were they are deployed to. CRIN found that, repatriated soldiers are hardly prosecuted by their 

home countries whenever they are sent back. Even when some sort of prosecution occurs, the punishment 

is far less compared to prosecutions if the act was committed domestically. An example was cited from 

some Uruguayan peacekeeper who sexually abused a child in Haiti. It is sad to see UN personnel being 

immune from illicit acts committed while on official duty. Though the UN Secretary General has certain 

degree of rights were he can wave the immunity of a perpetrator, this rights are hardly use. This can be 

seen as an ‘administrative privilege’ because an employer should have full legal rights (without 

conditions) to be able to prosecute it employees because she is the one paying their wages, allowances 

and taking care of their welfare and wellbeing. Even though this paper is focus on providing remedies to 

tackle the primary cause of sexual abuses and exploitations, it however supports all forms of legal 

prosecution against perpetrators. It was a bold step by Resolution 1820 which was approved in June, 2008 

where it made the UN Security Council to acknowledge all sexual abuses and exploitations to be 

designated as ‘War Crimes’, ‘Crimes against Humanity’ which may be equated to some form of 

Genocide. The Rome Statute was not left behind as it also aligned with the above mentioned labelling 

semantics and international legal lexicons. Their stands were in accord and pari passu with Resolution, 

1820.   

Martin, (2005, pp. 1-30) examined the efficacy of peacekeeping missions and asserted that a well-

established and executed peace operation will bring and restore peace in war turn zones this will facilitate 

the return of IDPs and refugees. Despite his assertion, he was quick to rightly point out that: sexual 

abuses and exploitations make it difficult to achieve this objective. But he failed to see that peacekeeping 

operations do not occur only in war zones; the UN also carries out peacekeeping operations in post 

natural disaster environments like the case of Haiti. Sexual abuses and exploitations project negative 
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images which have overshadowed most of the positive gains made by the UN peacekeeping missions all 

over the world. To him, a thorough conversation should take place where this issue can be discussed.   

Martin, (2005, pp. 1-30) postulated that guiding principles and policies which have been developed by the 

UN department in charge of peacekeeping operations are not being implemented in mission stations. His 

illustration goes a long way to support the fact that, there are administrative lapses in implementing UN 

policies. But though he made mention of developed policies, he could not clearly outline the guidelines 

and principles in his work, talk less of him examining whether they could truly provide a pathway 

through which the sexual urge of UN personnel’s could be legally med in the field. The bone of 

contention here is not about developing guidelines and policies because all organizations (irrespective of 

size) have guides and policies. The focal concern is how effective are these guidelines and policies? Did it 

take into consideration the cultural and social interests of peacekeepers and other personnel?  

Martin, (2005, pp, 20-20) claimed that more resources should be allocated to the UN by donors if they are 

serious to put an end to sexual abuses and exploitations. What type of resources does he advocate for: Is it 

financial, personnel, etc.? Stating that resources needed by the UN to combat this illicit act should be 

provided is too broad. There is already an identified problem (sexual abuses and exploitations) thus, any 

one providing suggestions for solutions should be highly specific. Also, Martin cited a situation in Haiti 

were Haitian sex workers gives a percentage of the money they make from sleeping with UN personnel. 

This shows that if UN personnel could have legal access to satisfy their sexual urge, it will reduce the rate 

of rapes and other forms of sexual exploitations. These are international workers with monthly wages 

who are prepared to use a portion of their wage to satisfy their urge. He illustrated that the rate of sexual 

abuses committed by the military is far higher compared to that committed by civilians. It is very 

important never to forget that, the total population of civilians is always more than that of the military. So, 

how come the UN military is committing more sexual abuses and exploitations with its small population? 

The answer may lie on the level of legal access to satisfy an urge.   

Charlie (2020, para 1-10) the UN peacekeepers are mostly liable to their home countries, these countries 

have not significantly helped in resolving the issue at hand especially in terms of prosecuting perpetrators. 

A lot of emphasis in the past decades has been on how to prevent, ensure proper prosecution. None of 

these have fairly been achieved. One area where a bit of resounding achievement has been recorded by 

the UN is seen through numerous schemes established to carter for victims. Charlie identified a legal and 

professional gap in Haiti were investigations could not be properly conducted because the UN did not 

provide professional investigators. In the same vein, investigations were carried out in Central Africa 

Republic (CAR) without professionals with expertise knowledge and skills. He suggested that there 

should be several reforms in the UN policies and manner in which it handles sexual abuses and 

exploitations.   
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Muna (2009, pp. 100-115) spoke loudly about the fatherless babies left behind by UN personnel after they 

return to their home countries. This is very possible because the mandate of most peacekeepers is six (6) 

months and it takes a woman nine (9) months or more before she can put to birth. He articulated that the 

UN does not care about tracing the fathers of these babies. This causes economic hardship to the single 

mothers who are faced with divers’ challenges in search for livelihood for themselves and their babies. 

Muna pointed out that, it is very easy to identify these babies because of their colour – mixed race. Worse 

of all, these children are considered to be half casts and they are poorly treated especially in traditional 

societies with strong traits of conservative values. Conservative societies have negative attitudes towards 

all children who not product of wedlock.   

The UN should establish a court where perpetrators of sexual abuses and exploitations can be trial. The 

absent of a judicial body to trial cases encourages more personnel to indulge in this ill act. This is because 

perpetrators know that most often; the UN can only repatriated them to their home country if they are 

caught. The UN should improve its legal agreements with sending countries and include a clause were it 

gives her rights and full legal jurisdiction to composition is not the main area of concern for this study but 

it is also important because it may help in developing recommendations that are concise and informed. A 

good policy recommendation takes into consideration all related factors that concern units of interest. The 

study is concerned on how the sexual needs of UN personnel’s in the field can be med.   

Sabrina & Kyle (2016, pp. 100-115), concluded that, gender equality in all peacekeeping missions is the 

best solution to tame all forms of sexual abuses and exploitations. The argument of gender equality is not 

credible. And they rightly articulated that an increase in the proportion of women in UN peacekeeping 

operations may not really provide accurate remedies to the root causes of the problem. They are right with 

this assertion because any initiative that does not tackle the root cause of a problem can’t solve that 

problem.   

Heathcote & Otto (2014, pp. 1-149), an increase in female peace keepers as a mechanism to reduce sexual 

abuse have also been brought forth very strongly by feminist theorists. To them, the degree to which 

women can sexually abuse someone is very low. Such argument is one sided because women are not the 

only victims of sexual abuse or exploitation (though they are more vulnerable). There have been several 

reported cases of young men (kids) who have been victims of the ills of female peacekeeping personnel’s. 

Women also have emotional needs (sexual satisfaction). So, there is no guarantee that if there are more 

women than men in peacekeeping missions, sexual exploitations and abuses will reduce. Some of these 

women will also abuse people sexually to satisfy their sexual urge.   

This paper argues that an increase in female peace keepers may reduce sexual exploitation and abuses but 

it will not prevent or stop the illicit acts of Sexual abuses and exploitations. There have also been cases 

where peacekeepers sexually abuse their fellow colleagues. But little emphasis has been put in place to 

investigate this particular issue. At the end of it all, the cause(s) of sexual abuse is predominantly driven 
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by the strong urge to satisfy ones sexual desire at a given time. Researchers, policy makers and other 

stakeholders need to redirect their efforts towards tackling the root cause (sexual urge). Instead of wasting 

time developing measures and laws to bring perpetrators to face the law while the same act continues 

every day. This does not in any way imply that perpetrators of such evil should not be brought to book. 

The argument here is directed towards preventing the act from happening than waiting for it to happen 

and later starts looking for perpetrators to punish.  

Rosa (2018, pp. 961–985) argues that this is not a novel problem because it is an issue which has plagued 

the UN from time immemorial. He articulated that, as time passes by, the size of peacekeeping missions 

continue to increase and this increment in size also goes with an increase in sexual abuses and 

exploitations. His assertion is scientific and it is justified with the frequent reported cases which are being 

highlighted in this study. To him, local populations are the main victims of the increase in size and terms 

of mandate by UN operations. And he rightly identifies that there is an administrative weakness in laws 

and policies when it comes to dealing with this particular issue. Though he rightly posits that, people all 

over the world cherished the men in blue helmets and other personnel’s in protecting people in 

communities they are sent to, they should endeavour to do no harm. This is rightly put, but Rosa failed to 

see the social harm the organization is putting on this personnel by not providing a legal means by which 

they could satisfy their sexual urge while on mission. This is where the main gap is and if it is not filled, it 

will be near impossible to fully solve the problem at hand.   

METHODOLOGY  

Primary data were collected with the use of Questionnaires; questions were structured in the format of 

Likert Scaling which provided opportunities for participants to provide more responses. The reliability 

and validity of the instrument was tested using exploratory factor analysis (Crunch-bach alpha) and 

confirmatory factor analysis (Composite reliability). A range of 5 scaling system was use for the Likert 

scale questions on the questionnaire. The instrument consisted of questions that requested for responses 

such as: Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D), Yes of Course (YC), and Not at All (NT). 

Respondent were to tick the most appropriate answer. The questionnaire was divided into two sections: 

the first section focused on UN peacekeepers mission and objectives while the second focused on effect 

of politics and policy. The tool was distributed electronically with the help of some UN personnel who 

endeavoured to ensure that the instrument reach their colleagues. The researcher does not know the exact 

number of people the instrument was distributed to Secondary data was obtained from books, journals, 

archives, internet and UN brochures. The target population was UN personnel’s. Content analysis was 

employed to analyze secondary data. Primary data were analyzed with the use of SMART PLS 3. 

Analysis and conclusions were based on statistics from data collected and analyzed.  
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ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS  

Scientific ethics were highly taken into consideration and respected. This was utilized in order to ensure 

smooth collection of data. Data was treated confidentially and respondents’ opinions were respected. The 

researcher did not try in any way to influence the responses of respondents. Data collected were not given 

to a third party. Finally, participation of respondents to this study was not obligatory.  

FINDINGS:  Presentation of Data, Analyses ad Discussions  

Descriptive statistics of structural equation model  

 

No.  Missing  Mean  Median  Min  Max  

Standard 

Deviation  

Excess 

Kurtosis  Skewness  

MO1  1  0  4.375  5  3  5  0.696  -0.541  -0.731  

MO2  2  0  1.75  2  1  4  0.829  1.907  1.274  

MO3  3  0  1.312  1  1  2  0.464  -1.391  0.895  

MO4  4  0  4.25  5  1  5  1.031  5.333  -2.084  

MO5  5  0  1.25  1  1  2  0.433  -0.44  1.278  

MO6  6  0  3.188  3  1  4  0.808  1.952  -1.178  

MO7  7  0  3.875  4  1  5  1.166  0.653  -1.039  

PP1  8  0  2.25  2  1  5  1.25  -0.425  0.744  

PP2  9  0  2.062  2  1  5  1.144  1.289  1.251  

PP3  10  0  2.75  3  1  5  1.436  -1.227  0.35  

PP4  11  0  3.438  4  1  5  1.116  -0.189  -0.423  

PP5  12  0  1.625  1  1  5  1.166  4.03  2.152  

PP6  13  0  3.75  4  2  5  1.031  -1.183  -0.189  

PP7  14  0  3.875  4  3  5  0.781  -1.368  0.245  

PP8  15  0  3.875  4  3  5  0.781  -1.368  0.245  

PP9  16  0  2.875  3  1  5  1.218  -0.798  0.265  

Source: Author’s Field Work 
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Presentation of Structural Equation Model (SEM) Results  

  

  

Original 

Sample (O)  

Sample Mean  

(M)  

Standard  

Deviation  

(STDEV)  

T Statistics  

(|O/STDEV|)  

P 

Values  

MO -> PP  0.835  0.618  0.607  1.375  0.085  

                      Source: Author’s Field Work  

The Smart PLs structural equation model showed that MO1 – MO7 represents items of factors 

determining mission and objectives (MO) while PP1 – PP9 also represent factors measuring politics and 

policy (PP). The result revealed that mission and objectives (MO) actually correlate with Politics and 

Policy (PP) of UN Peace Keeping by 0.696 (i.e. 69.6%). The adjusted r-square of 0.675 indicates that 

MO best fit the model and about 67.5% is explained while only 30.4% accounted for errors. The path 

coefficient is 0.835 while the statistics of 1.375 with p-value of 0.085 means that mission and objectives 

insignificantly influences politics and policy. The implication of this is that the UN does not care to 

ensure that Peacekeepers are sexually satisfied in their mission stations.  
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Elucidating the quagmire   

It was found out that most peacekeepers and other personnel’s are matured and in the same alignment, 

some are married people who have been sexually active before their deployment(s) for peacekeeping in 

towns or countries farther away. When deployed, they are expected to work for six months in most cases 

before they can be given a break where they can go back and reunite with their families. It is very 

difficult for people (men) who have been sexually active to stay for half a year without having sex. This 

is the main reason that pushes peacekeeping forces to indulge in forceful sex (rape).   

Policy makers have failed whole fully to address this particular issue. Instead, they have developed 

policies/rules/laws to punish any peacekeeper and other personnel who are found guilty of sexual abuse 

while on mission. This is a very big mistake taken in an attempt to solve the problem of sexual abuses 

because you cannot tackle the effect of an act instead of the cause(s) of that act. The main question here 

or concern should be focused on what causes or pushes peacekeeping forces to go against their rule of 

engagement? After a serial in-depth socio-anthropological research, the researcher is certain to assert that 

peacekeepers and other personnel are being “sex starved”.   

Sex starved in the sense that since they are away from their wives, fiancés or girlfriends, they cannot 

satisfy their sexually urge legally. Because such urge are usually very strong especially after a very long 

time without satisfying ones sexual desire, some peacekeeping personnel get to a point where they 

cannot abstain again any longer. This pushed them to either molest kids, women, etc. They often use 

whatever measures they think will easily enable them attain their utility. Either through force, giving out 

gifts or get involve in a relationship with the same people they are meant to protect while on mission.  

Most reported cases of sexual abuses are often against men. Does that imply that all the women in peace 

keeping missions are pure? How do women also satisfy their own sexual urge during deployment? It was 

found out that in most cases, some women get involve with some of their male colleagues but this is a 

very rare situation. While some make out with kids or guys in the communities under their control. This 

may account for why it is scarce to hear about reported cases of women sexually abusing any one. 

Moreover, it is very difficult for a woman to rape a man though it is not impossible. But if female 

peacekeeper/personnel is having an affair with a man in her mission station, the situation is a bit different 

from that of men because women may control themselves from not getting pregnant in the affair and the 

guy in the local community cannot get pregnant. But with men, the case is totally different and that is 

why there are numerous verified cases of girls/women impregnated by men during deployment. There 

should be a mechanism by which the sexual desires of peacekeeping forces/personnel’s can be legally 

attained in their mission stations. These people are humans and should not be treated like reboots without 

feelings.  
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Realists  

Rosanne (2016, para 9 - 12) examined the utmost advances that have been made in decision making at 

the highest political levels and could not reconcile why sexual abuses and exploitations continues to 

occur in almost all peacekeeping missions. Realists and biologists have argued that international laws in 

regard to peacekeeping missions in relation to sex are unreal because it tries to tame peacekeepers from 

being sexually active. However, this is a natural and biological phenomenon especially for matured 

people. These are people who have been sexually active and all of a sudden, they are being told not to be 

sexually active for a certain period of time without taking into consideration their degree of sexual urge. 

They attribute this to the anarchical nature of states and international organizations who have failed 

vehemently to develop good policies that are values driven thus, lawlessness.  This is as a result of the 

fact that there is no true authority to govern the system. As such, Peacekeepers are in a constant tussle to 

satisfy their sexual urge while on mission and at the same time maintaining security. Based on this 

analogy, the realists strongly hold that sexual satisfaction is the key and policy is the legal tender to 

assure the attainment of this utility. For the UN to portray and protect its image, vision, objectives, 

missions and interests, the development of good policies that are values driven become inevitable in 

restoring dignity to peacekeepers. Realists hold that, policies guarding peacekeeping missions and 

peacekeepers have failed socially which is clearly manifested or seen through sexual abuses and 

exploitations.  

Offensive Realist   

This group of realists ascertain that international policy disorder and lawlessness as consequences of 

institutional and policy anarchism, expose peacekeepers helplessly without a legal pathway to satisfy 

their sexual urges. This renders some Peacekeepers with very high degree of sexual urge vulnerable to 

sanctions, attacks, suspension or dismissal from duty if they try to satisfy their sexual urge while on 

mission. In order to prevent this night mare, countries and international organizations must strive to 

develop and implement the premium of military policies which takes into consideration mechanism on 

how Peacekeepers can satisfy their sexual urge while on duty. Because of the high degree of centralized 

policy anarchy, sexual abuses and exploitations are inevitable which has accounted for some 

communities to become unwelcoming to Peacekeepers. Thus, because of the unpredictability of any 

occurrences as a result of reckless sexual actions, a pre-emptive policy is nonnegotiable to secure the 

future and continuation of peacekeeping missions. Hence, good policies are necessities for state security 

and survival (Glendon 1987, pp. 61-94).   

Defensive Realists  

On the other hand, this category of realists postulates that due to the very high altitude of global 

anarchical state of affairs, countries and their citizens are left vulnerable for continuous sexual abuses 
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and exploitations. This has force many with no other choice than to sort for procedures to cub this illicit 

acts at national levels. Sometimes their approaches are limited because they may not have the full 

jurisdictional power to control the activities of Peacekeepers. If no true policy is developed and 

implemented to help Peacekeepers to satisfy their sexual urge, no amount of sanctions, suspension or 

dismissal will stop or prevent the continuation of sexual abuses and exploitations (Johnson & Thayer 

2016, pp. 1-26).  

  

Neo-Realist Theory   

According to the Neo-realists, peacekeeping missions take place in an anarchical international system 

and Peacekeepers therefore rely on self-help to satisfy themselves sexually. Because of the enormous 

destructive power of sexual abuses and exploitations, any state or organization that seeks to maintain 

international integrity must ensure a balance between economic and social policies. That is, since there 

are good economic policies which reward peacekeepers handsomely, there should also be good social 

policies (aimed at providing legal means by which personnel’s can attain sexual utility) which also 

reward peacekeepers handsomely during missions (Williams 1993, pp. 103-121; Topper 1998, pp. 157-

186).  

UN failures in cubing the ills of sexual cruelties  

In most reported cases of sexual abuses, the perpetrators have little or no previous record of sexual abuse 

or exploitations in their home countries. This indicates that the problem does not lie only with 

Peacekeepers but also on UN policies stipulating roles of engagements during deployments. When UN 

personnel’s are at home or in non-mission environments, they have access to their partners or other 

alternatives (sex workers) to satisfy their desires. While on deployments, they are deprived of this 

privilege which is manifested through sexual abuses and exploitations.   

The UN over the past decades have sanctioned and expels some Peacekeeping Personnel’s who have 

been found guilty of perpetrating acts of sexual exploitations and abuses. This move was applauded by 

many who were/are “policy short sighted”. Though this paper is not in any wat against sanctions, it 

major premise is centered on redirecting focus on the primary cause of the problem. They fail to see and 

know that sex is inherent with human feelings (urge). This inherent feeling is found in all humans 

irrespective of gender (male or female). Because of this inherent feeling, one may try and control it for a 

while and not all the time. Since there are laws prohibiting peacekeepers from having sex with the local 

people while on mission, some of them try to control this inherent feeling to an extent. It finally gets to a 

point were some can’t control it again. Hence, they are bound to get involve into illicit sexual acts. The 

UN must try and see into meeting this inherent need of it personnel’s. Ways should be sought on how to 

fully or partially satisfy this need. The policy suggestion at the end of this research could serve as a 

starting point, working guide or tool.  
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CONCLUSION AND POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS  

Conclusion  

Unlike many other studies, this work did not focus on the efficiency of Peacekeepers nor did it focus on 

exposing more acts of sexual abuses, and exploitations. The aim and focus of the study was to identify 

administrative gaps and provide policy suggestions on how UN peacekeepers and other personnel can 

legally satisfy their sexual urge during deployments. It is worthy to note that, most of UN personnel’s are 

married and have been sexually active before their deployments. Even some who are not married have 

partners they have been engaged with to satisfy their sexual urge. Kelli (2012, para 1-15) carried out a 

study where she came out with several reasons why people have sex and these reasons are common traits 

found in most humans and the paramount projection in her writings was that people do not only want sex 

because of love, desires, pleasures or reproduction. The UN over the past decades has tried to solve the 

problem of sexual abuses and exploitations committed by it personnel’s but her efforts have failed 

significantly; because its determinations have been geared towards punishing perpetrators (secondary). 

The UN has developed laws and measures (Zero Tolerance Policy) that frightens instead of preventing 

such act. The focus should be emphasize and dwell on the causes (primary). That is: why do peace 

keepers indulge in sexual abuses? The research findings indicates that the UN has never thought of 

providing ways or policies that will permit it field personnel’s to satisfy their sexual urge.    

Liberalists  

Ron (1988, pp. 937-960) Political liberalists are more concerned with issues like human rights, 

principles, freedom, and equal opportunities for all without any form of discrimination or exclusion. To 

them, the nature of humans is naturally good but sexual abuses and exploitations are consequences of 

lack of policies that are socio-cultural, political, religious and economic inclusive. When all these aspects 

are not satisfied, the consequences are clearly seen through actions like rape. From the action, one can 

easily tell which of the aforementioned are not satisfied.   

The Constructivists  

William & John (1986, pp. 104-108) argues that sexual emotions, desires and urge are products of social 

constructs. This group of scientists are idealist in nature; to them people approach issues based on their 

perception. The constructivists strongly hold that policies and actions are all human constructs to shape 

the world and satisfy their needs (abstract and concrete) based on their understanding and how they think 

things should be done. As an effect of this, there are some countries (or community in a country) where 

people become sexually active at a very tender age. When these people who have been sexually active 

are being prohibited from being sexually active for a certain period of time, they are left with little or no 

option than to sought for any possible and available way to get satisfaction. Hence, sexual abuses and 

exploitations; is an act based on social constructs.  It’s either the UN provided laws/policies which 
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enable peacekeepers and other personnel’s to legally satisfy their sexual urge or they will always try to 

continue helping themselves by themselves because sexual urge is a construct biologically imbued in 

humans. Wenndy (2011, pp. 4-6) illustrated how sexual urge has a direct effect on the constructs of 

peoples psychological and emotional state of wellbeing.    

Policy Recommendations   

1) During peacekeeping missions, the military always ensure to create safe heavens (where there is 

peace and security and everything is under the control of military). Their spouses can be brought 

to these areas (safe heavens) ones every month so that peacekeeping personnel’s can satisfy their 

sexual urge. Policy makers and stake holders cannot continue to satisfy themselves sexually 

while starving those on the field fighting to ensuring that their decisions are enforced.   

2) During missions were there is no possibility to establish safe heavens, military bases can be used 

as safe heavens. Military bases are usually well secured with the finest of weaponries coupled 

with intelligence. The spouses of peace keeping forces can also be brought here. It is however 

eminent to note here that, though some may argue that bringing spouses at military bases could 

cause major upset, such narratives are weak and naïve. The spouse of a military person is 

indirectly a military person by all standards. He/she (the spouse) have an idea of almost 

everything concerning weaponries, security, strategies, etc. These are like daily menu for them 

because they often discuss about these things frequently either on phone calls or in their houses.    

3) During international sporting competitions like the Olympics, African Cup of Nations, European 

Cup of Nations, Asian Games and the World Cup, sporting officials (organizers) always ensure 

that they put measures in place to satisfy both the athletes and the fans coming over to watch the 

competitions. International sex workers are usually brought to the hosting country in addition to 

the sex workers living in the home country. At the same time, condoms are shared to athletes and 

even to some fans. This is why it is very difficult to hear about reported cases of sexual abuses by 

athletes or footballers during competitions.   

4) Likewise, international sex workers can be brought in to safe heavens to satisfy the needs of 

peacekeeping forces/personnel. However, the arm force is a respectable profession and supreme 

to human existence. Bringing sex workers in this case may attract negativism and disrespect to 

this premium arm or international organizations and governments. The sporting example supra is 

slightly different in this particular situation in the sense that the aforementioned are brought into 

organizing nations and are not meant for a particular group of people. But in the case of peace 

keeping forces, if such an initiative is introduced, it is intended for a target population. Peace 

keeping personnel can easily give out top security secretes to these sex workers. As such, this 

option is not healthy; security wise. The spouses of men/men on peacekeeping missions would 
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not welcome such initiative. Above all, such a move is ungodly and should not be taken as an 

option. It may spark social unrest. There is no religion in the whole world that support or 

encourage sex workers. But scientifically, it is an option.  

 

5) Deducing from the above premise, the duration of deployment should be reduce from 6 months to 

1/2 month(s); though these may not be cost effective, it will help to reduce the ever increasing 

number of reported cases of sexual abuses. If this can be achieved, it will enable peace keeping 

personnel’s to meet their spouses every after one month. This policy alone can completely 

eradicate the problem by reducing it to a rough estimate of about 99%.  

6) Some peacekeepers do not return back home to their spouses because some of them are killed 

while on mission. But when they try to satisfy themselves sexually by any means possible, they 

are punished. When he/she is killed when would that person attain sexual satisfaction? Thus, 

spouses should be brought to safe heavens to evade cases of sexual abuses.   

7) It is however worthy to note that, most UN Peacekeeping Missions are usually carried out in post 

conflict areas. In post conflict areas, there is little need to establish safe heavens Most sexual 

abuses are usually carried out in post conflict environments like the cases of Central Africa 

Republic, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea, etc. It is very easy for the UN to bring the spouses of 

these service men and women in these environments (post conflict areas) because there is little 

(or no) insecurity in such areas. These spouses will help to legally satisfy their partners thus, 

reducing or eliminating instances of sexual abuses. If peacekeeping personnel’s on mission are 

aware of the fact that they will be opportune to meet their spouses at least ones in a month while 

on mission, they may be able to control their sexual urge and wait for the golden moment.  

8) The UN should endeavour to legalize and recognize consensual sex from all its personnel. Some 

of the fatherless babies in post peacekeeping missions’ areas are products of consensual sex. 

Because of the inflexible of the UN policy towards sex, its personnel’s are forced not to accept 

paternity of these kids.   

9) The UN should do DNA test for all it personnel’s and keep in it data base so that paternity can 

easily be determine for all babies fathered by it personnel’s. These kids deserve the right to know 

their biological fathers.    
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