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Abstract 

("Coronavirus is just tip of the iceberg", said Bat Woman, Shi Zhengli to the world. The COVID-19 

pandemic had disrupted the world- socially, economically and politically. The pandemic from a health 

crisis, threatened the global sustainability.  Presently whole world putting aside all their obligations 

channelized their wealth and resources for public healthcare and safety. The coronavirus pandemic said to 

have first appeared in the Wuhan, China in December 2019. There are many theories relating to the origin 

and spread of the virus. Many western countries leveled China as liable for the disaster on humanity. The 

US President Donald Trump repeatedly termed it as "Chinese virus", and a "bad gift' of China to the world, 

holding it responsible for the spread of virus globally. Subsequently US, Australia and other nations 

demanding scientific and professional investigations by WHO. The role in this critical juncture was 

significant. On 14th March 2020, the WHO, declared it as world pandemic. Donald Trump questioned 

WHO's functions and blamed Tedros as puppet in the hands of the Chinese CCP. At the first place US 

stopped funding, followed by cutting all its relationship with WHO. The IMF said world economic is now 

under recession due to COVID-19. Manny economists and experts opine that the 1930's great depression 

has revisited in 2020, due to disruption of COVID-19. The economic stability of many countries was under 

severe threat. India which is Asia’s third largest economy had been hit hard for nearly two months 

lockdown. 1.4 billion People have lost their livelihoods. Consecutive lockdowns since 24 March 2020 at 

pan-Indian level led to shutting down of the industries (MSME' s). Both urban and rural India has been hit 

hard. Indian economy has been disrupted; as many as 14 million people have lost their livelihoods due to 

COVID-19 pandemic. The Government of India, announced package plan to revamp Indian economy in 

2020. In the post-pandemic it has become a herculean task for any government to replenish and restructure 

the society.) 

(Key Words- Covid-19 origin, theory of corona virus, debates, spread, WHO, geo-politics and world 

conflicts and remarks) 
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"History repeats itself".  Despite a century's progress in science, the year 2020 was looking a lot like 1918, 

in which the Spanish Flu (Influenza Pandemic) appeared, effecting 500 million people. In spite of face 

masking and other such preventive measures the influenza pandemic took away approximately 17-100 

million lives and causing havoc in the world.1  In 2019-2020 the people had to face-masked again but were 

unable to crush the infectious corona virus disease before hundreds of thousands die from it. The hospitals 

for the people failed short and bank accounts dried up, people all-around the world faced insurmountable 

socio-economic and health problems after the occurrence of the COVID-19 from the Wuhan city of China 

in December 2019. The corona virus appeared in the globe as world pandemic. Although, the world has 

learnt about many viruses, cured various diseases, made effective vaccines, developed instant 

communications and created elaborate public-health network, but corona virus has created unprecedented 

public health crisis as there were no readymade medicines or vaccines. Therefore, the ancient common 

sense of quarantining was back in 2019 due to emergence of COVID-19 pandemic in the world. 2 China, 

the land from where the virus originated however, declared itself as non-COVID 19 states in March 2020 

or so, but the second wave of new variants of Coronavirus raised fears in Beijing. China as an immediate 

measure closed down two markets in Wuhan city. Mass testing, contact tracing of residents in Wuhan City 

took place and around 300 asymptomatic carriers found in the city alone. Soon after that the Chinese 

authorities declared the outbreak in China was essentially over.3  

The global pandemic COVID-19 since its appearance was multiplied in a very short time, affecting as 

many as 210 countries of the world, declaring 2.8 million positive cases claiming 134,000 lives in a very 

short period, but was not subsiding. The whole world was distracted and prayed the almighty for solace. 

The pandemic did clogged the life cycle of the people globally and the outburst was in fact a greatest 

tragedy in human history in 21st century. On 8th May 2020 the White House in order to get away from the 

horrendous pandemic Donald Trump organized “National Prayer Day”. The US President Donald Trump 

invited a Hindu Brahmin priest who chanted 'Vedic mantra' for respite out of utter helplessness, praying 

God for world peace.4  Similarly, in May 2020 in many parts of India ' Vedic Jagyan' and other such 

religious ceremonies were conducted for world peace and free from Covid-19 virus. As the Covid-19 virus 

caused large scale devastation with vast magnitude all around the globe therefore, it is wrathful to throw 

some light on how it sparked all around the world. 

Figuring out COVID-19 

The COVID-19 as known was a global phenomenon. Anywhere we go now days; it becomes impossible to 

avoid public conversation about COVID-19. The most of the conversations were peppered with scientific 

terms that have become very common. Therefore it is essential to narrate here a short glossary of terms that 

we might hear or used regularly, but may not understand entirely. COVID-19 is a scientific term coined by 

                                                           
1 . http//www. en.m.wikipedia.org- Spanish flu. 
2 . India TV Report-5/5/2020. 
3 . The Hindu, 13/6/2020. 
4 .NTD Television.com 
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the WHO to denote the disease originating in China, caused by a new corona virus. It is called as 

coronavirus disease 2019, abbreviated as COVID-19, where CO stands for Corona, VI for Virus, and D for 

Disease, while the numerals-19 refer to the year in which the first case was detected. The WHO claimed 

that it had consciously avoided naming the disease after the place of origin, to avoid stigmatizing that 

country or area. The International Committee on Taxonomy of viruses (ICTV) announced "Sever Acute 

Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2)" as the name of the virus on February 11, 2020. The 

name was chosen because the virus was genetically related to the coronavirus as being responsible for the 

Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) outbreak in 2003. While related to the corona viruses the 

WHO and the ICTV were in regular communication about the naming of both the virus and the disease.5 

Origin theory and debate of COVID-19  

The whole world had debated about the origin and extent of the Corona virus in various ways. According 

to Harvard University Report, telecasted in ABP news on 10 June 2020, the virus first appeared in August 

2019.6 A similar view was shared by Boston University after making a preliminary study on the virus.  The 

pandemic, which was linked to a virus that crossed over from animals to humans, was initially identified in 

Wuhan Sea-food Market in December 2019. The South China Morning Post suggested a "patient zero" 

could be traced back to November 17, 2019. The paper of South China Morning post thus came out with a 

new field of "digital epidemiology". From January 2018 to April 2020 a research team led by Elaine 

Nsoesie at Boston University, analyzed 111 satellite images from Wuhan and Chinese search engine Baidu, 

and summarized that Corona virus was first detected in August, 2019 at Wuhan hospital parking lots, 

culminating with a peak in December 2019. "The authors wrote” in August 2019, we identify a unique 

increase in searches for diarrhea which was neither seen in previous flu seasons nor mirrored in the cough 

search data," the team said.7 In 11 June, 2020, Beijing, however criticized the Harvard study as "full of 

holes" and "crudely manufactured".8    

When the virus spread all around the globe, generally two types- asymptomatic and symptomatic of 

patients were found as claimed by the medical experts and scientists. Some of the recent studies made in 

Canada by decoding the virus stated that low bats carrying corona virus without getting sick. The stress on 

bats, such as wet market, other disease and habitat loss may have a role in corona virus spilling over to 

other species. Vikram Mishra the Microbiologist at University of Saskatchewan (Usask), Canada said that 

'when a bat experiences stress to their immune system, it disrupts this immune system-virus balance and 

allows the virus to multiply'. According to him corona viruses rapidly adopt to spices but little was known 

on the molecular interactions of these viruses with their natural bat hosts. An earlier study had shown that 

bat corona viruses can persists in their natural bat hosts for at least four months of hibernation. So it is 

                                                           
5  The Hindu, 7/6/2020. 
6 ABP News, 10/6/2020. 
7 . The Hindu, 11/6/2020. 
8 The Hindu, 12/6/2020. 
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obvious the virus can remain for long.9However USA's Arizona State University’s (ASU) mutation study 

suggested that virus was much similar to the 2003 Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARs). In the 

recent Arizona State University study a new technology known as ‘next-generation sequencing’ was used 

and came to the conclusion that corona virus was weakening like SARs and would be muted very fast.10  

The UK researchers at University of Edinburgh studied on the origin of COVID-19 and came out with 

puzzling riddles of the virus. In their research they found that why did it killed some people but gave others 

not even a mild headache?  Kenneth Baillie, an intensive care doctor and leading the researchers, said that 

"there will be clues in the genome sequence that will help us understand how the disease is killing people. 

By reading the whole genomes sequencing we may be able to identify the variations that affects people and 

accordingly we may respond to COVID-19 and save lives and even prevent future outbreaks."11   

China published the report in June 2020 about the genome sequence of second wave of COVID-19 that 

took place in Beijing. Accordingly the report was submitted it to the WHO. The genome data submitted to 

WHO, according to its preliminary sequence data and epidemiological study report China stated that the 

virus was originated from Europe. Zhang Yong an official of China’s Central Commission for Discipline in 

an article stated that it was older than the virus currently spreading in Europe. Scientists of Italy also found 

traces of the new corona virus in wastewater; collected from Milan and Turin in December 2019-

suggesting COVID-19 was already circulating in Northern Italy before it reported the first case. The 

National Institute of Health of Italy had collected 40 sewage samples from wastewater treatment plants in 

northern Italy between October 2019 and February 2020. And an analysis was released late on 18 June 

2020 which said sample taken in Milan and Turin on 18 December 2020 showed the presence of the 

SARS-CoV-2 virus. It did help to understand the presence of virus strain in wastewater. The other studies 

conducted by scientists’ teams in the Netherlands, France, and Australia and elsewhere had found that the 

virus that caused COVID-19 was detected in sewage. Many countries after that began to use wastewater 

sampling to track down the spread of the Covid-19 disease. The scientists detected the origin and traced 

that the virus appeared much before the end of 2019, and were consistent with evidence emerging in other 

countries that COVID-19 may have been circulating before China reported the first cases on 13 December 

2019. Rowland Kao, a veterinary epidemiology and data science professor at Scotland's Edinburg 

University hold a similar opinion about the emergence and spread of COVID-19 in Italy. A study in May 

2020 by French scientists that a man was infected with COVID-19 as early as 27 December, 2019 nearly a 

month before France confirmed its first case. Mr La Rosa however said that the presence of the virus in the 

Italian waste samples did not "automatically" imply that the main transmission chains that led to the 

development of the epidemic in our country originated from these very first cases". Samples positive for 

                                                           
9 . India TV-7/5/2020 
10 . India TV-7/5/2020 
11 THe Economic Times-18/5/2020. 
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tracing of the virus that caused COVID-19 were also found in sewage from Bologns in Italy in January and 

February 2020. Samples taken in October and November 2019 however were tested negative.12   

In a recent NHK Documentary report, conducted by Japan titled “Origins of the Pandemic: Part-I: The 

Beginning, suggested that the corona virus originated much before it reported the first case to the WHO. In 

Wuhan towards the close of 2019 a something unusual happened and penumia type disease appeared. 

Seventy-two people were infected with corona virus and 27 patients infected with new unknown virus and 

were serious in nature. And China reported the matter to the WHO, without sharing the genetic code. 

Accordingly on 14 January, 2020 WHO confirmed case and on 30 January, 2020 the world health agency 

declared it as pandemic.13  

Spread of the COVID-19: A world view 

There were many factors responsible for the origin and spread of the virus all around the world leading to 

conflicts and confusion in geo-politics. Many defense experts all over the world predicted that the virus 

would change the world orders. The US and Europe were the first to raise their concern about the virus. 

The US President, Donald Trump and his Foreign Secretary Mike Pompeo till hold the office repeatedly 

alleged that it was a "Chinese virus", originated from Wuhan Virology Laboratory located in Central 

China. Subsequently, demanding for and scientific investigations and compensation considering China as 

responsible for the mishaps. China defending its own positions warned US to desist from such lamentation 

and threatening for grave consequences. On 23 May 2020, the Director of WIV, Wang Yanyi, denied the 

allegations and told that its 'pure fabrication’ and the institute did not have any knowledge before nor had 

ever met, researched or kept the virus or leaked from the lab.14 The Sino-US confusion thus arose when the 

Military World Game took place in China in which 9000 military personnel (109 countries) participated in 

it. From US 300 military personnel took part in it and as many as of them fell sick, and China since then 

blaming US as it responsible for origin and spread of the virus. However Chinese media reported that the 

sickness was due to malaria, and countered claim of China as baseless. And since then the Mike Pompeo 

vehemently criticized China at various international forums and diplomatic levels.15 

Yanyi said, the WIV centre has isolated and obtained some corona viruses from bats."  Now we have three 

strains of live viruses.... but their highest similarity to SARS-CoV-2 only reaches 79.8 percent; referring to 

the coronavirus strain that caused COVID-19. One of their research teams, led by Professor Shi Zhengli, 

had been researching on bat corona viruses since 2004 and focused on the "sources of tracing of SARs", the 

strain behind another virus outbreak nearly two decades ago. Yanyi going further said that we know that 

the genome of SARS-CoV-2 was only 80% similar to that of SARs.  It's an obvious difference, she 

                                                           
12 The Hindu, 20/6/2020. 
13 www.nhk.or.jp 
( The NHK, Documentary- Origin of the Pandemic: Part-I The Beginning, broadcasted on April, 2021, available until 11October, 
2021) 
14 . India TV, 24/5/2020. 
15. www.nhk.or.jp  
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commented. "So, in Professor Shi's past research, they did not pay attention to such viruses which are less 

similar to the SARs virus." The Chinese scientists said that the virus first emerged at a market, selling of 

live animals in Wuhan, though officials in Beijing more recently casted doubt its origin.16 On 26 May 2020 

in India TV a report was posted in Facebook about the missing of 'bat woman' Shi Zhengli. The report 

suggested that according to Shi, "coronavirus is just a tip of iceberg". Later Shi Zhengli in her interview to 

Bloomberg said, research into viruses’ needs scientists and governments to be transparent and cooperative. 

However it was very regrettable that science too is politicized. She said that the genetic characteristics of 

the viruses on which she researched did not match to those of corona spreading in humans. Defending 

safety issue of WIV she stated “I swear on my life that the pandemic has nothing to do with my laboratory 

(WIV) and the virus did not escape from the lab (WIV), and it is a pure fabrication." She also said the WIV 

was studying on SARs for years ever since the 2003. SARs epidemic needs greater research into the role of 

bats in spreading such viruses and she made a breakthrough in 2013. Zhengli found bat faces with the 

Corona virus 96.2 percent identical to the SARs-COVs-2. In 2015 however, she concluded that the SARs-

like virus can jump from bats to human.17  Thus the comments of WIV Director, Shi brought new 

dimensions to the origin theory of the corona virus and it was very close to the earlier demands being made 

by US and other countries. The statement thus made by Shi-the bat woman of China had given a fresh 

trouble to China in international level. 

 In the context of world view as had been argued, Firstly, the virus first appeared in Wuhan lab. Secondly, 

China hided the facts when it first appeared in Wuhan. Thirdly China did not inform the world that the 

transmission was occurring from human-to-human. Fourthly China did not take any action to stop the 

spread of the virus. Fifthly, China has deceived world by not informing in time. Last not the least China did 

attempt to silence the public opinion by not allowing academic and scientific research to get publish by 

using brute force.  

The WHO also did not inform the world community in a responsible manner, therefore the responsibility of 

the WHO cannot be overlooked. The world leaders, scientists, academicians, world medias’ and public in 

general questioned its style of functioning. Taiwan who is fighting for its freedom from China first mailed 

to the WHO that the world would be in danger if it spreads, however it was ignored by the WHO. Donald 

Trump and the US administration questioned China that Wuhan Virology Labroratory P4 safety and 

security was not adequate. The world, except Russia questioned WHO where did it come from? Why it 

came from Wuhan? Why the WHO did not inform the world and took 72 days to declare as world 

pandemic? Last not the least the world also accused WHO that it is siding with China to save it from world 

isolations. The WHO besides taking so much time, declined to accept that the virus came out from Wuhan 

laboratory and said that it might have come from Hunan exotic WET animal market in nearby (26 km) 

Wuhan city.18The recent published report suggested that, Chinese officials delayed releasing genetic map 

                                                           
16. The Hindu,25/5/2020. 
17 . India TV Report, 26/5/2020. 
18. India TV Report, 2/6/2020 
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of corona virus for over a week in January 2020 after government laboratory had fully decoded it, not 

sharing details key to designing tests and vaccines, recordings of WHO internal meetings revealed.19 

The News India report published on 14 May 2020 revealed few other issues that the virus first appeared in 

a Chinese airport when a traveler fell sick and got emergency treatment.  Besides that report in September 

2019 when the military athletics games were conducted in China many players fell sick. From the above 

virus origin debates it emerges that China knew the strain and did not inform the world in time and it 

became great health crisis. On 17 September 2019 China conducted a mock-drill in an emergency basis in 

order to stop the spread of the virus infections which was not known to the rest of the world.20   

On 20 May 2020 Jeniffer Jang, the author of "Inconvenient Truth" (Free China)  in her interview to Zee 

News channel from New York, narrated that China was solely responsible for the origin and spread of the 

novel coronavirus, globally. She stated that the virus had come out from the Wuhan Virology Laboratory 

accidentally due to B4 security lapses. The Chinese Communist Party and Xi Jingping did not inform the 

world. China did not provided the correct data relating to deaths-around 8 crore people due to COVID-19 

and destroyed the early evidences. Even Jang revealed that nearly 80000 people's mobile phone were silent 

to stop the public voice.  She also leveled WHO and its Director, Tedros playing in hand and glove with 

CCP and Chinese President to hide the disease deliberately. Besides she also said that the China silenced 

the doctors, researchers, academicians and medias in an authoritarian way by which the information does 

not pass to the rest of the world. Jeniffer Jang thus considered that these were factors response for the 

global crisis. The arguments put forward by Jang thus seem authentic and much more acceptable as far as 

the world view is concern. 21 

The CCP and Chinese government were under tremendous pressure at international diplomatic level to 

defend itself. However, after a prolong debate and discussion for and persistent pressure from US and 

European Union's and world campaign align with hundreds of member nations, finally the WHO was 

agreed for its scientific investigations. In May, 2021 Jo Biden the new President of US, threatened China 

giving  ninety- days ultimatum to Beijing to come out with truth and help to investigate the matter. 

COVID-19 and geo-political conflicts: 

From the above discussions, it appears that there were a lot of debate and controversy was erupted all 

around the world relating to the origin and spread of the world pandemic- COVID-19 since its appearance 

in November 2019 in Wuhan City. Primarily, the  COVID-19 origin debate was centered around - the Bats, 

the Wuhan Institute of Virology, Wets Market near Wuhan, B4 safety and security of the WIV, role of 

                                                           
19 . The Times of India, 3/6/2020 
20 . News India, 14/5/2020.   

21 . Zee News Report,20/05/2020 

http://www.ijrti.org/


© 2022 IJNRD | Volume 7, Issue 4 April 2022 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

IJNRD2204001 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  
 

8 

WHO  and many more things attracting world's attention.22 A recent study in University of Barcelona, 

Spain published in the Journal Frontiers in Medicine on evolution of the COVID-19 virus, suggests that 

generally three conditions are necessary for infectious disease; firstly infectiousness of pathogen in 

humans, secondly pathogen reservoirs, thirdly its ability to spread through social circuit. The virus 

originated and silently existed from China as early as last October without showing any pandemic sign and 

making Wuhan its epicenter was due to specific biological coincidence and social gathering and natural 

products were primarily responsible factors for the amplification of the COVID-19.23    

In India the electronic media’s such as Zee News, India TV, ABP, News9 and many others reported that 

the global pandemic first appeared Wuhan city of China in December 2019.  Li Weuliang a courageous 

doctor of China first reported the disease to his fellow physicians but was forcibly silenced by Chinese 

police. Secondly the Government of China censored media reporting of coronavirus both in print, 

electronic and in social media's. Thirdly, the Chinese Government in order to control the narrative on the 

origins of the corona virus increased scrutiny on research publications in influential international medical 

science research journals involving to COVID-19. Fourthly, the Chinese Government issued directives to 

the Ministry of Education and Science that academic study papers tracing the origin of the virus must be 

"strictly and tightly managed".  Accordingly Fudan University, Shanghia who did a systematic study on the 

origin, extent and consequences of the virus first was censored and was deleted from public domain. The 

Chinese Government simultaneously empowered the Academic Committees of the Universities to look into 

the matter based on conditions such as "academic values" of the study and whether the timing for 

publishing was right.  There were also many other related stories such as missing of Bat Women, hiding of 

data on corona cases, creating public opinion through media propaganda against the West, refusing for 

international investigation, influencing WHO etc. The US and G-7 countries had to pressurize China to 

accept for investigation. Last not the least China followed a belligerent and expansionist policy at 

international front to defend itself. However China had to face severe criticism at international diplomatic 

level which created a war like atmosphere. The whole world was looking at the China/Dragon with 

suspicion and skepticism.  

In 2020, since the whole of Europe and US are the most suffered nations due to COVID- 19 pandemic and 

put diplomatic pressure China and the World Health Organization to speak the truth.  There were strong 

reaction and exchange of hostile statements against China from all around the globe, though North Korea 

and Pakistan as ally state of China remained silent. Russia a traditional ally of China also looked with 

suspicion and skepticism and the later became the supporter for worldwide campaign for investigation, 

initiated by the European Union.   

                                                           
22 .India TV, 14/5/2020 
23 . India TV, PTI Report, 19/5/2020 
The study does refer to WIV, Wuhan and its B4 safety and security, Wet market Wuhan which containing live animal foods 
where people gather in large numbers accelerating the transmission. Besides following human mobility in China for New Year 
and Great Family Feast celebration falling closely in January 2020 were the factors responsible for the spread of virus globally, 
making Wuhan as its epicenter. 
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WHO and COVID-19  

 The role of WHO as being the apex world body for maintaining public health and hygiene was very 

significant. On 11 March 2020 the WHO declared the COVID-19 as global pandemic, because it was 

transmitting from human-to-human. In order to stop the spread of the virus which was killing people all 

around the globe started giving guidelines that to be followed to overcome the situation. In its guidelines 

the WHO advised 'tests, tests and only tests' remedy left to combat the havoc. The WHO also advised the 

world community to follow social isolations, social distancing, contact tracing and mass testing to combat 

the spread of the virus. Many countries of the world including India followed WHO's guidelines and 

emphasized to 'social distancing' through lockdown as preventive measure to win over the deadly virus.24  

The WHO made unnecessary delay of 72 days which many argued was unacceptable and deliberate as the 

virus was transmitting from human-to-human. The role of WHO at that crucial juncture casted doubt and 

attracted severe criticism on its functioning. The Europe and US were the great critic of the WHO and its’ 

Director Mr Tedros on various counts. The US blamed WHO as it failed in its mission to provide the 

information to the world in a timely fashion and the risk that was emanating from China. The US president 

Donald Trump accused Tedros the Director General as playing hand in gloves with China25 with having 

pro-China bias. The US alleged that the WHO was under pressure from China and has become a political 

institution rather than a medical, scientific institution that was designed to be. The US president, Donald 

Trump alleged the WHO as puppet at the hands of China.26  Finally in the World Health Assembly, 123 put 

forward their opinion to investigate the corona origin issue. India as a part of world community raised its 

voice in favour of the impartial and scientific investigation. Consequently an independent investigating 

team was formed with Dr. Harshvardhan, the Health Minister of India as its Chairman. Since then China 

looked India with suspicion and doubts. Following that China created a lot of trouble in LAC, including the 

Galwan incident.  

 On 18th May 2020 Donald Trump in his twitter handle wrote to Tedros Ghebreyesus threatening that "if 

WHO doesn't count to major substantive improvements within next 30 days, I will make temporary freeze 

of US funding to WHO to permanent basis. Donald Trump also threatened that US would even withdraw 

its membership from the organization.27 This was originally a 4 pages letter largely consisted of a list of 

criticism on the WHO's handling of the pandemic. It also compared Mr. Gheresyesus's handling of the 

situation with former WHO Chief Gro Harlen Brundtland's handling of SARs in 2003. "Many lives could 

have been saved had you followed Dr Brundtland's example", stated Trump lamenting criticism on Tedros. 

Donald Trump further wrote that “it is clear that the repeated missteps by you (Tedros) and your 

                                                           
24.    India TV report, 8/5/2020 

25. India TV on 9/5/2020 
26 .Indiatvnews.com 
27 . Newsroom Post, ANI (retwitt) 
The US president put pressure on WHO and its Director, Tedros to investigate the  matter within 30 days time. The remark in 
twitter of Donald Trump came after US got the support from India. 
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organization (WHO) to the pandemic have been proved extremely costly for the world." Trump advised 

that the only way forward for the WHO would be to demonstrate independence from China." The letter of 

the US president Donald Trump thus reflected his deep anguish, pain, concern and responsibility as the 

pandemic had consciously inflicted upon the global community.28  

China in the WHO’s Assembly meeting tried to exert its economic muscle to stop the move for 

investigations resolution but failed. While the resolution did not go far as the US would have liked it- US 

wanted China to be named- the overwhelming support for the resolution was critical as it set the stage for 

reforming the WHO and its functioning to handle global disease outbreak better. 

The outcome at the WHO's Assembly meeting was in line with the nuanced position taken by the members 

states of European Union, India, and others. However, these countries realized that blaming Beijing would 

not be productive solution to the present crisis, given China's known economic theft all over the world and 

its position in the global economy. Ironically it was US President Donald Trump and his administrations 

took hardliner stance against China. As a chair of the executive body of the WHO, India must now ensure 

that inquiry into the COVID-19 pandemic is independent, through and impartial.29  The WHO chief Tedros 

Adhanom said in the last week June, 2020 that there was no evidence that coronavirus spread started before 

China report was submitted. Tedros stated "we cannot criticize China, that it did not warn the world in 

time".30 Beijing also reacted very sharply and accused Donald Trump of running away from the 

responsibility towards World Health Organization. On 19 May 2020 Foreign Ministry Spokesperson, Zao 

Lijian in his media briefing in Beijing said that ‘the US tries to use China as an issue to shirk responsibility 

and bargain over its obligations to the WHO. This is a miscalculation and the US has picked the wrong 

target".31  

On 15 April 2020, Donald Trump decided that the US being the highest donor, as an immediate measure 

stopped funding of 400 billion to the WHO.  Finally, with the pressure of US and Europe the WHO 

conducted a preliminary and inconclusive investigation fixing the COVID-19 originating from Wuhan 

having close relations with "Bats" or "Wets Market" located near Wuhan city.    In fact Ian Hamel in 

Global Watch Analysis at Geneva narrated that on 30 December 2019 David-Huang, the Taiwan's 

representative in Switzerland informed the WHO and US of potential that human -to-human transmission 

of the COVID-19. He said "we did not use the term, but we did mention of SARs like pneumonia caused 

                                                           
28 . The Hindu, 20/05/2020. 
From the beginning to the investigation of the COVID-19, US were deeply concern over it. It is particularly US's persistent effort 
to create a world opinion against China and WHO. Till the investigation process initiated the China and WHO has defended 
each other on number of occasions. Donald Trump was consistently confidence throughout his allegations against China and 
US. His twit to Tedros and the many of the expression made between US at one hand China afour pages letter which followed 
is a reflection of his concern the way the humanity has suffered.  He must have been deeply pained and hurt while writing so. 
He waged a kind of cold war against China and WHO for the global pandemic. His allegations may come true, world is waiting 
for it. 
29 . The Economic Times.20/05/2020. 
Dr. Harshvardhan , India's Health Minister took charge of the Executive Head of the WHO.  
30 The Times of India, 26/6/2020 
31 . The Hindu, 20/05/2020. 
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by an atypical SARs like virus that required quarantine means. Ian Hamel said "an unacceptable delay that 

has undoubtedly caused death of tens of thousands of people around the world". In India TV a report cited 

the controversy of telephonic conversation between Xi Ping and Tedros. Similarly, the "Germany's Federal  

Intelligence Agency Bundesnachrichtendienst (BND) claimed that the Chinese President Xi Jinping 

personally called up Director-General of WHO, Tedros Adhanom on 21 January, 2020 requesting him to 

dilute the severity of COVID-19 outbreak by downplaying the information. The allegations by the BND 

were reported by German public Der Speigel. However, it was only on March 11, 2020 that the apex global 

health organization declared the corona virus outbreak as a "pandemic". Therefore in order to come clean 

and transparent, on 10th May 2020 WHO in its twitter handle reported that the allegations of telephonic 

call between Xi Ping and Tedros, the Directorate General of the apex body, about human-to-human 

transmission and delaying to flash the news to rest of the world was said to be "unfounded and untrue". 

Even the WHO stated that China had confirmed the human-to-human transmission on 20th January 2020. 

The WHO came out with a preliminary report suggesting that the origin and spread of the pandemic might 

have occurred due to China. And the virus might have come out from Wuhan Virology Institute laboratory 

or nearby Wuhan Wet Market. Though not conclusive, the information found so far would be useful and a 

great help for further corroboration and investigation.  This remark of WHO itself is a sign of great victory 

for US and Europe.  

The World Health Assembly meeting held for two days, from 18 May to 19 May 2020. As criticism 

mounted against WHO and China, the world's apex body agreed for an independent probe. In the World 

Health Assembly’s virtual meeting the participating nations unanimously adopted a resolution and 

developed a consensus urging for a joint response to the crisis. The resolution was tabled by European 

Union, called for "independent and comprehensive evaluation" of the international response to the 

pandemic, which had so far infected 4.8 million people and killed 318,000. It said the investigation should 

include a probe of the actions of WHO and their timeline pertaining to the COVID-19 pandemic. The US 

did not disassociate itself from the consensus as some had feared after Washington chastised the WHO on 

the first day of the assembly on 18 May 2020 and lashed out further against China over its role in the 

outbreak.32  

In recently published information in Times of India dated 2/6/2020, it was stated that the WHO, throughout 

January 2020 publicly praised China for what it called a speedy response to the new coronavirus. It 

repeatedly thanked Chinese government for sharing the genetic map of the virus "immediately". But the 

story was something different. China delayed at least for a weeks to release the genetic map, or genome, of 

the virus after three different government labs fully decoded the information. Tight controls on information 

and competition within Chinese public health system were to blame, according to dozens of interviews and 

internal documents.  

                                                           
32 . The Economic Times, 20/5/2020 
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WHO officials were lauding China because they wanted to coax more information, the recordings obtained 

AP suggests. Between the day the full genome was decoded by a government lab on January 2 and the day 

WHO declared a global emergency on January 30, the outbreak spread by a factor of 100 to 200 times, 

according to data from Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention. WHO and its officials named 

declined to answer questions asked without audio or written transcripts of the recorded meetings, which AP 

was supply to protect its sources. China's National Health Commission had no comments. 33  

"We're currently at the stage where yes, they're giving it to us 15 minutes before it appears on CCTV," said 

WHO's top official in China. Dr. Gauden Galea, referring to the state-owned China Central Television, in 

one meeting. 

The story behind the early response to the pandemic comes at a time when the UN health  agency is under 

siege. US Prsident Donald Trump ties with WTO on Friday, blasting the agency for alledged colluding 

with China to hide the extent of the pandemic. Chinese Prisedent Xi, Jinping said China has always 

provided information to WHO and the world "in a most timely fashion". 

The new information does not support narrative of either the US or China, but portrays am agency now 

stuck in the middle that was urgently trying to solicit more data. Although international law obliges 

countries to report information to WHO that could have an impact on public health, the UN agency has no 

enforcement powers. Instead, it must rely on the cooperation of member states. The AP has found rather 

colluding with China, WHO was itself kept in the dark, as China gave it only the minimal information 

required. But the agecncy did attempt to portray China in the best light, most likely to coax the country into 

providing more details.34    

However, Russia played a very crucial tendering sympathy with China and stated that for one country the 

interest of the WHO can't be compromised. The opinion of Russia leads to the division of the world into 

two power blocks, and created circumstances for the World War-III.35 

From time to time the WHO kept warning the world about the pandemic and measures to overcome the 

situation. India and Brazil were struggle with as the surging of the coronaviruses. A top health expert of the 

WHO warned the world is still in the very middle of the outbreak, dampening hopes for speedy global 

economic rebound and renewed international travel.  The countries where infections were declining could 

still face an immediate second peak, if they let up too soon on lockdown measures. Mean while, the 

Russian President Putin hardly bothered about the warning and announced for the military parade at 

Moscow, which was marking 75th anniversary of the World War-II. There were also public media outrage 

                                                           
33 Times Of India, 3/6/2020  
34 The Hindu, 3/6/2020 
35 . Zee News,22/5/2020. 
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in US, Europe, Canada, Japan and Australia not to accept the warning and were determined to beat back 

"the proliferation, particularly on social networks, as false news about COVID-19.36 

CONCLUSION-  

Thus, there were many debates and controversies erupted all over the world with regard to the origin 

theories of the virus. The origin theories were centered on from natural to the super power conspiracy. The 

“super power conspiracy theory” referred to the Asian giant China in one hand and US on the other. US 

accused China that the virus was used as a biological weapon for economic imperialism over the world. At 

the initial stage of the emergence of the corona virus both the super-powers started accusing each other. 

There was complete war of words and exchange of statements at international level between China and US. 

On 7 May 2020 the news channel ABP stated that the attack and counter attack between two big powers 

was looking like beginning of "cold-war" between China and US. Many apprehended that COVID-19 

would be the first and foremost factor responsible if World War-III takes place. Since there was blame 

games from both the sides of US and China and possibly South China Sea may be the battle ground for 

World War-III. Over few crores people in more than 210 countries were corona positive, while over 

3.5million people have succumbed to deadly infection. Several suspicions have risen against China in 

relation to this dreaded virus across the globe as it acquired medical supplies-specially personal protection 

equipments like face masks and gloves-from Australia, Europe and around the world, claiming that 

people’s lives were not at risk. Even Beijing at international level threatened US for grave consequences 

during Trump administration. Following the footstep of Donald Trump, the newly elected President of US, 

Jo Biden after six months in his office had given ninety days ultimatum to China for its investigation and 

international cooperation to do so, else for grave consequences.  

Whatever might be the theoretical aspects of the origin of the Corona virus pandemic and conflicting geo-

political and diplomatic relations, it has become a global phenomenon having wider implications and threat 

to human lives. It is pertinent to mention that the virus first appeared in Wuhan city of China, therefore 

would be not wrong to say that its' a 'Chinese virus'. The US had warned China and stated that "time to put 

China on lockdown for its dishonesty amid corona virus crisis". China was responsible for large scale 

deaths and economic devastation worldwide. There are many lessons to be learnt from Wuhan coronavirus 

pandemic.  It was therefore, justifiable and whole world was aspiring that the pandemic which devastated 

the world; politically, socially, economically and culturally needs to be investigated impartially so that the 

future of the human civilization is safe.  

The story of the pandemic from its first appearance to its investigation attracted attention of the scientists, 

academician, and politicians all around the globe as most of the nations around the globe have suffered in 

multiple ways.   The whole energy of the world is now diverted towards the pandemic to stop its spread 

through mass vaccination drive.  The WHO had a greater constructive role to play to deal with the corona 

                                                           
36 .The Times of India, 27/5/2020. 
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crisis and its variants. Few vaccines have been approved by the WHO for its emergency use. Even few 

more vaccines were on the way for rolling out in wider scale. It was however very surprising that how 

China could able to restrict the virus to Wuhan City alone, whereas it spread to other parts of the globe and 

became unstoppable? causing vast devastations. Many questions to be answered and time will tell the truth!  
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