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Abstact: 
Human has inhabited and captured not only the physical universe, but also the aesthetic one. We can define 
man as animal symbolism , a symbol forming and symbol using animals. Since time being, animals has been 
the part of human civilization. Many theories postulated animals as our ancestors. In the modern era , 
development is increasing by leaps and bounds.It won’t be hyperbolic if I say all these developments are on 
the carcasses of humans, i.e animal. We have wiped out their shelters for our own use, we killed them for 
their body parts , we caged them for our enjoyment. We human beings are considered as intellectual, 
emotional one but the treatment of animals by us is  the black spot on our intellectuality.  Through this paper,I 
have tried to represent their sorrows and sufferings. Many authors like R.K Narayan, Omprakash Valmiki, 
Ruskin Bond, Premchand and many others have presented the animal's innocence feeling. I have gone through 
the texts and tried to pen their pains & problems. No matter how much we develop, we must accept the fact 
that misbehaviour that lead to their extinction will bring the human beings themselves on the verge of 
extinction. 
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Introduction: 

 “Nature holds the key to our aesthetic, intellectual cognitive and even spiritual satisfaction.”        

                                                                                    -  E. O. Wilson 

Nature is the procreator of flora and fauna as well as literature. Where there is nature, there is everything there 

is human, there is animal etc. Nature has always been an inspiration for all learning since ancient times. Human 

beings are trying to know the different secrets that are present in nature. Nature has always offered literature to 

engage with her different moods. So, literature not only shows the reflection of society, but is also attached with 
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all the spirits of nature. At the same time, literature also delineated the same sublime and ridiculous moods of 

nature. It depicts the bonding between human and non- human relationship, the behaviour of humans with 

animals and vice versa.  

When we discussed about the Theory of Evolution by Darwin, it presents animals as our ancestors. While 

dealing with Hindu mythological text, the incarnations of Lord Vishnu, are the evidence of evolution of human 

beings, from aquatic to amphibians, and then to terrestrial beings. From these sources, anyone can simply derive 

the fact that we human being are hailfrom from animals. 

 

Once human knows anything of nature whether they are flora-fauna, water bodies or landforms, he  starts 

devastating them.  As Oscar Wilde said : 

       “ It seems to me that we all look at nature too much and live with her too little.” 

This quote of Oscar Wilde shows how we are dependent on nature for our each and every needs, whether it is 

life giving oxygen, whether it is pure drinkable water or foods or medicines etc.  but how we behave with nature 

in return. We are just using it recklessly and digging graves for our own death. 

Indian English literature began as an interesting by-product of an eventful confrontation in late 18th century 

between a  vigorous and entrepreneur  British and a stable and factious India. Indian English literature is rapt 

with direct and indirect context of the Natural world of India. It also illustrates with the images of human and 

non human kinship. Dealing with the portrayal of exploitation of nature or environment in any literary texts is 

known as Ecocriticism. The term Ecocriticism was coined by William Ruecket in 1978 in his essay "Literature 

and Ecology: An Experiment in Ecocriticism". But the basic definition of Ecocriticism given by Cheryll 

Glotfelty as “ study of the relationship between the literature and the physical environment.” Ecocriticism has 

been spread out in Indian English literature. Texts by prominent writers of English Literature (R.K. Narayana, 

Amitav Ghosh, Ruskin Bond, Raja Roy etc.)  presented the beautiful nature and human  non-human kinship.  

Dealing with exploitations of animals in any text is extensively called Zoo-criticism. It is also a branch of 

ecocriticism. 

Since time immemorial India has been known to be a country, where animals are not only considered as an 

integrated part of the universe but also have been worshipped. The nature or environment is  part & parcel of 

Indian culture and societies. Indians have been worshipping nature through different traditions and rituals in 

their day to day life. The Indian philosophy believes in the conservation of nature and these are beautifully 

reflected in literature, acts and scriptures. In Hindu mythology, cow, tiger, lion, elephant, bull, snake, monkey 

etc. are worshipped as the parts of God or their favourite. The Vedas, the earliest Hindu scriptures have a 

collection of hymns that particularly describes rituals, religion-centeric sacrifices, and victimizes animals.  

Mainly in Hindu's festival, many innocent animals such as kids, buffaloes etc. have been sacrificed on the name 

of religious offerings. An Indian Dalit writer and  poet Omprakash Valmiki, in his famous autobiography novel 

‘Joothan’ representing the situation, says that : 

         “I was stifled and founded in difficult to keep standing. The sacrificing of animals in the name of the 

Shakti Puja, the offering made to the mother goddess Durga disturbed me greatly.” 

While going through the above words of Omprakash Valmiki, it can be said that Hindu is worshipping animals 

on one hand and on the other they have been killing them as the symbol of devotion towards their deities. One 

way Hindus believe in conservation of nature and animals but on the other side they practice animal sacrifices 

as the symbol of their piety. Sacrificing animals can be easily seen in many states of India such as Assam, 

Odisha, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh etc., especially during Durga Puja. 

Mahatma Gandhi, an Indian lower anti- colonial nationalist writer, popularly known as the Father of Nation 

wrote many books. In his autobiography ‘ The Story of My Experiment With Truth' he says : 
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     “To my mind, the life of lamb is no less precious that of human beings.” 

Giving the importance to the life of animals Gandhi ji compared Lamb's life with human life. He was against 

the sacrifices of animals given on the different pious occasion. We can consider him as the promoter of 

viewpoint " All lives have equal importance". Even, he emphasises  that the life of non humans are more 

precious than the life of human beings. 

R.K Narayana a well known Indian writer,famous for his set of works and writings in the fictional town of 

Malgudi. He was one of the leading figures of early Indian literature. He traced interweaving legends, 

experiences, myths and history of natures. He also depicted human and non- human lives amazingly in his work. 

The physical and psychological torture has also been given to animals by us. Animals are used as means of 

transportation for both human and their goods, in agriculture, as a source of food, part of tourism, entertainment 

(like in circus and zoo) and for medical researches. So all in all, human society has been greatly dependent on 

animals for their material and recreational needs. Animals are also emotionally attached with humans; they also 

value humans as they get the same from humans. R.K Narayana writes in the introduction of his famous novel 

‘A Tiger for Malgudi’ : 

     “Amidest that ocean of humanity also arrives a hermit with his companion a tiger. He does not hold the 

animal on lash since he claims they were brothers in previous lives.” 

Here, R. K Narayana emphasises fraternity and faithfulness between humans and animals. Both human and 

animal can live together without damaging to each other. The wildlife can live in the human society without 

harming them. In ancient times, human beings domesticated animals , for ploughing, for  loading and for security 

purposes etc. Animals have also shown their regards to their masters. They behave like their family members. 

This shows the strong bond between human and cattles. 

In “The Man-Eater of Malgudi”,  R.K. Narayan has also depicted the misbehaviour of human with animals. The 

story of The Man-Eater of Malgudi is about animals poaching and stuffing by humans. The antagonist “Vasu” 

intended  to kill the young elephant “Kumar”. The  young elephant is cared as a family member by “Natraj” and 

the antagonist sets his plan to kill the elephant. But unfortunately Vasu in order to kill Vijay mistakingly kills 

himself. So human is self responsible for his life by misbehaving to animals. The title The Man Eater of Malgudi  

is not showing the other beings are men eater but human beings themselves are man eater and  are deterioting 

their lives. 

In the same way, Munshi  Premchand has also stated the mistreatment of animal in his famous novel “Godan”. 

He was an eminently well known writer and novelist of the 20th century. He has enlisted a massive reputation 

for his gripping tales of social unrest  and changes. Godan translated into English as “The Gift of Cow” by 

Gordan C. Roadarmel is set within two narrative frames which drawn upon each other namely the economical 

and social codes of life. In the novel Premchand  delineated  the dependency  of  human on the animals and 

their products. The protagonist Hori wants a cow from his neighbouring villager Bhola , always used to think 

about the cow and his children. He thinks if I also had a cow, my children might also have been strong and 

healthy. Coming of the cow brings a new enthusiam among them; they served the cow as a deity and it seems 

that prosperity was gradually coming towards his courtyard. But the conflict between him and his brother Hira 

took the life of the cow. One night Hira poisons the cow and run away from the village. Here Premchand 

describes  how animals becomes the matter of vengeance  of humans for human envy. Consequently human 

has also been punished for his wrong deeds  with animal. As in the novel ,Hira when retuned to the village 

after many years says to Hori : 

“The killing haunted me and I felt as though  the cow were standing in front of me. It  stood there every 
moment walking or sleeping and wouldn’t go .  I went insane and ended up in an asylum for five years . I got 
out some six month ago and have been roaming around begging.”  
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Humans have become so dominant and they feel that the Earth is only for them.  The sharply increasing 
population of human beings is in need of more natural resources and land for their resolutions. The 
Disappearance of trees has started capturing animal inhabitants.  This is the major problem which is seen 
these days. Wild animals are gradually about to extinct. 

As in the novel ‘A Tiger of Malgudi’  R. K.  Narayan presents  the story of tiger ‘Raja’ the story is narrated by 
the tiger himself of his capturing by a circus owner. He says that he was living freely in the forest with his 
family and one day he finds that hunters have captured and killed his entire family, The Raja says : 

 “I cried in anguish and desperation but silenced myself and crouched unobtrusively when I notice far off in 
the valley down below line of men passing, pulling and pushing an open cart on which were laid out cubs and 
their mother. The men were singing and sorting vociferously,and did not hear my cry.” 

The above paragraph shows that animals also experience the range of emotions as humans, including fear, 
joy, shame, rage, anger, love, despair, grace etc. Later, he exacts his revenge by assailing and eating cattle or 
livestock of nearby villages, But one day he is also captured by poachers. And he is sent to Circus, where a 
harsh animal trainer, Captain forced him to do tricks. Throughout this story, it is described that wild animals 
are killed by humans only for their own pleasures and benefits. We human beings force them to do unnatural 
tricks in circus or zoo for the sake of our own transitory enjoyment. How a men can be so cruel ? 

Animals kill humans or  livestocks to satisfy their hungers or to save themselves from human attack. Animals 
never kill humans for their pleasure as humans do. Animals never go to areas of humans for hunting. Animals 
also want to live in peace and in secret places. They also want privacy as human .When animals do not get 
lonesomeness  then they move away to find serenity, they move away in search of a place or shelter. 

Conclusion: 

All the natural resources that are present in the environment are as important for animals as for human beings. 

They have equal rights or more rights on fresh air,water and land etc  as they do not lead to its degradation. 

Animals are also a vital part of mother nature. They also play a very crucial role in human survival and existence. 

So they ought to have equal care, love and respect. Misusing of nature, natural resources and killing of animals 

may lead to ecological imbalance and will represent a great threat to human life. 

In the recent incident, which has sent shock waves, as a pregnant elephant in the Silent Valley Kerala, was fed 

a pineapple loaded with explosive firecracker and died standing in the river.This shows the devilish cruelty of 

the so-called the best creature of the world. Many incidents of animals cruelty put society at large shame. 

Although many strict laws have been made across the world, but there is great need of raising awareness about 

animal abuse and encouraging the public to recognise and report suspected animal cruelty. We need to stop 

harming animals on the name of good luck, entertainments, foods, offerings, etc. As our population is increasing 

day-by-day, but we have fixed land resources, so in order to meet the various demands, the forests are being cut 

down and the lives of  animals are directly affected by the activities. 

The portrayal of animal abusing in different literary texts aims to attract the minds on animal consciousness. 

Already ecocriticism has been developed as an independent discipline to raise the various natural issues and 

adverse effects of human activities on environment. But it's the time to aware more about animal rights, to make 

a remarkable change in human behaviour towards nature, to not to see animals as useless creatures. We must 

remember the fact that the existence of human beings and animals are parallel to each other, a little misbehaviour 

may lead the whole human race in the unconquerable trough. 
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