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Abstract: The aim of this research is to analyze Romanticism and Eco Criticism in Wordsworth poetry. The researcher analysed 

the negligence of human towards nature through Wordsworth poetry and the possibility of human to return to nature. The present 

study explores how study of Wordsworth poetry evolves down the ages from romanticism to Eco criticism. Since this research is 

theoretical in nature, it depended primarily on reviewing already published works on the topic. The researcher consulted a 

significant number of published references on the topic. Other sources of information including the internet were consulted this 

subject. The researcher concludes, there is a basic difference in romantic and Eco critical attitude to nature, it must be admitted 

that the important facts of eco criticism are found in romanticism and also nature is at its best in Wordsworth’s poetry that treats it 

not as a background but as a guiding soul of mankind. 
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                                                                             I. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Introduction  

Romantic poets love nature and celebrate in its various dimensions. They tried to heal the sorrows of human beings by 

writing their verses about nature. Poets teach people how to love nature and how nature loves them. They viewed several 

perspectives of nature and its greatness. They use simple language to portray humble beauty of nature. They personified nature as 

God, man, ghost etc. They believed in the natural goodness of humans which is hindered by the urban life of civilization. They 

believed that the savage is noble, childhood is good and the emotions inspired by both beliefs causes the heart to soar. Thus 

romantic poets believe that nature is a source of revelation. Almost all the romantic poets touched every nuances of natural 

beauty. Theme of the nature and its beauty were widely handled by famous poets Wordsworth. Romanticism emerged in literature 

in the late of eighteenth-century and in the nineteenth century as a reaction against industrial revolution, and many writers tried to 
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inform human beings to protect physical environment from destructions and pollution, especially William Wordsworth who was 

one of the pioneers who wrote about nature in particular in a simple language to convey his message to all people that nature 

besides its beauty and power can serve human beings psychologically and physically. Several critics described him as a great 

ecological poet, admirer of nature in the nineteenth century; in his most works he described nature which shows the aesthetic of 

Romantic poetry. 

1.2 Research Objectives 

The Specific objectives of the study are:  

 To analyze and  understand Wordsworth treatment of nature 

 To believe that nature is a source of inspiration 

 To comprehend the eco system function 

1.3 Review of Literature     

Maryam Soltan Beyad (2021) illustrate on “Traces of Mysticism in Wordsworth’s Aesthetics of Nature: A Study on 

William Wordsworth’s Nature Philosophy in the light of Ibn Al- Arabi’s Ontology” Wordsworth generally known as a nature 

poet or a “worshiper of nature”. Yet his nature poems are not merely confined to the portrayal of the physical elements of nature 

but are marked by his enlightened spiritual vision. The belief  in one life flowing through all, which is the prominent feature of 

Wordsworth's nature poetry is prevalent themes also in the treatment of man and in universe in ibn al – Arabi’s philosophy a Sufi 

mystic whose philosophy is most famously associated with doctrine of wahdat al – wujud or “the oneness of being” Here she is 

critically analyze the traces of pantheistic and mystical elements underlying Wordsworth poetry and more importantly compare 

this with Ibn al Arabi’s stand on the matter. 

Dr. Chandra Bose (2013) he has done his article “Generating Happiness through nature by Romantic poets” Romantic 

poets love nature and celebrate in its various dimensions. He explained that Wordsworth drew attention of the readers towards the 

beauty of nature. He personifies nature and natural objects most imaginative way. Wordsworth feels melancholic about the gulf 

between nature and humanity. He urges human beings to understand nature in order to get happiness. He examines  Modern life 

has made man to forget this beauty of nature. Urbanizations, globalizations gradually swallow rural, natural beauty of the village 

which also sways mirth of men and women. 

In Lok Raj Sharma (2013) attempts to deal with “Nature as a recurrent theme in William Wordsworth’s poetry” He 

views nature as a living entity that is a source of pleasure and education for him. He has given us sufficient heart-touching and 

beautiful poems that are the enduring treasures of romanticism, his concept of nature mysticism, joy in nature, universal love in 

nature, spiritual unity of nature, bond between nature and man, soothing influence and healing power of nature and nature’s 

teaching potentiality have been taken from the corpus of his vast works under consideration for the study. 

 Neha (2014) has proposed “A Study on Wordsworth as Nature Poet”he examines three points in his creed of Nature: He 

conceived of Nature as a living Personality. He believed that there is a divine spirit pervading all the objects of Nature, and also 

believed that the company of Nature gives joy to the human heart and he looked upon Nature as exercising a healing influence on 

sorrow stricken hearts and also emphasized the moral influence of Nature. He spiritualized Nature and regarded her as a great 

moral teacher, as the best mother, guardian and nurse of man, and as an elevating influence. 

Muthanna Z. Almiqdady (2015) illustrate on “The Concept of Nature in the Poetry of William Wordsworth and Robert 

Frost: A Comparative Study” The aim is to investigate the different meanings for the term nature.  Moreover, it seeks to 

identify the major similarities and differences in the use of nature in the poetry of William Wordsworth and Robert Frost. 
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Since this research is theoretical in nature, He concludes that the term “nature” has not always had the same meaning or 

carries the same level of significance. Also, the concept of nature in British literature should be studied, not only as it was 

employed by English romantic poets,. Moreover, scholars and literary critics should also research the concept of nature. 

                                                                II. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  

2.1 Methodology  

Since this paper is theoretical in nature, it depended on reviewing already published works on the topic of research. The 

researchers consulted a significant number of published references on the topic. Other sources of information including the 

internet were consulted this subject. Wordsworth’s "Lines written in Early Spring” and “I Wandered lonely as cloud” were used 

as illustrative examples. Information related to the topic of nature was collected from major websites that specialize in literary 

topics. This information was carefully reviewed and evaluated by the researchers in terms of its significance to the topic of 

research. I have collected a data from a certain website were compared to data available on other literary websites. Informat ion 

was then categorised and adopted by the researchers. So the present paper is an effort to provide the reader with an ecological 

consciousness and romanticism through eco critical theory of Wordsworth selected poetry  

                                                                III.  DISCUSSION  

3.1 Romanticism 

                  Romanticism is a literary movement spanning roughly 1790–1850. The movement was characterized by a celebration of 

nature and the common man, a focus on individual experience, an idealization of women, and an embrace of isolation and 

melancholy. Nature plays a huge role in Romantic literature. Nature, sometimes seen as the opposite of the rational, is a powerful 

symbol in work from this era. Romantic poets and writers such as Percy Byshe Shelley, John Keats, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 

Lord Byron and William Hazlitt. They have given a deep description of nature and its wild and powerful qualities. Many writers 

tried to inform human beings to protect physical environment from destructions and pollution, especially William Wordsworth 

who was one of the pioneers who wrote about nature in particular in a simple language to convey his message to all people that 

nature besides its beauty and power can serve human beings psychologically and physically. Several critics described him as a 

great ecological poet, admirer of nature in the nineteenth century, in his most works he described nature which shows the 

aesthetic of Romantic poetry. According to the romanticism, the solution was “back to nature” because nature was seen as pure 

and a spiritual source of renewal. It was also a way out of the fumes of the growing industrial centres for the new industrial rich. 

Spoliation of a pure natural landscape was regarded as undesirable and destructive. 

 

 3.2 Eco Criticism 

                  Eco criticism is a contemporary theory of analysing art or literature. Eco is short form of ecology, which is concerned with 

the relationships between living organisms in their natural environment as well as their relationships with that environment. By 

analogy, eco criticism is concerned with the relationships between literature and environment or how man’s relationships with his 

physical environment are reflected in literature. The term “criticism” in literary studies means “the scholarly study and 

interpretation of” literature. Ecocriticism is a fairly new field in literary studies: the study of literature with a special attention to 

the significance of nature in literature. So in this paper is examines how to interact and construct the environment in both the 

natural and man- made and also understand Wordsworth treatment of nature in Romanticism. “Ecocriticism speaks for the 

voiceless earth. This approach is earth-centered and all the other approaches are ego-centered” 

“Human beings always knew that wild forests are inhabitable and that is why they looked down upon wild forests. That is why 

the forests are destroyed to made way for fields which would field grains. The animals are also left out” 
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“Ecocriticism is totally opposed to the anthropocentric view, i.e., human-centered view, subscribed to by many human beings. It 

supports the biocentric view. The human centered view is beneficial to the humans but the biocentric view is beneficial to both 

the humans and the biosphere” 

“Ecocriticism helps human beings to have a broader view of nature. It urges humans to have a biocentric view despite their 

apparently incorrigible anthropocentrism due to heir selfish nature” (Dr. Suresh Frederick) . 

3.3 Ecological views on Wordsworth poetry 

                 Wordsworth’s poems can be divided into two groups: poems about nature and poems about human life. But nature was 

something that gave him zest and peace. He views nature as a source of love, healing power, soothing, knowledge and spirituality 

and He has given us sufficient heart-touching and beautiful poems that are the enduring treasures of romanticism. In his whole 

life, Wordsworth put all his deep love into nature, and believed the beauty of nature could thrill people. Therefore, nature was the 

everlasting theme in his poetry. In his opinion, nature could bring people peace, inspiration and psychological solace. Nature 

could heal people’s mental disease. Wordsworth believed that nature could enrich people’s heart, brought pleasure to them. Since 

last decade, Wordsworth has been generally recognized as one of the most important ecological poets. In his poem “Lines written 

in Early Spring”. Modern life has made man to forget this beauty of nature. Urbanizations, globalizations gradually swallow rural, 

natural beauty of the village which also sways mirth of men and women. In order to regain those rural visuals Wordsworth 

writes:. 

The birds around me hopped and played, 

Their thoughts I cannot measure:— 

But the least motion which they made 

It seemed a thrill of pleasure. 

The budding twigs spread out their fan, 

To catch the breezy air; 

And I must think, do all I can, 

That there was pleasure there. 

If this belief from heaven be sent, 

If such be Nature’s holy plan, 

Have I not reason to lament 

What man has made of man? (13-24) 

 

                  Wordsworth uses this poem to express to deep love for nature and how nature was able to completely change his mind 

for the better. He uses love of nature, emotion of nature to help the reader better understand nature importance. This poem is of 

universal appeal and it sticks on to the idea and theme of Romanticism. The composition of the poem is to be considered as an 

attempt at a vivid description of nature. This poem is written in a thoughtful mood about the future of humanity. Poet says that to 

ignore nature is to finish the scope of man’s happiness. The natural beauty of earth served as a bridge between the soul of man 

and god. The reason behind the suffering of Man is his drifting away from nature. Earlier the poet used to sit alone by the side of 

a stream. His “Lines written in early spring” deals with concepts of Eco Criticism.  

I wandered lonely as a cloud 

That floats on high o'er vales and hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd, 
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A host, of golden daffodils; 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 

                                                                          Continuous as the stars that shine 

And twinkle on the milky way, 

They stretched in never-ending line 

Along the margin of a bay: 

Ten thousand saw I at a glance, 

Tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 

The waves beside them danced; but they 

Out-did the sparkling waves in glee:((1-14) 

              Through this poem, he examined the relationship between the individual and the natural world, though those daffodils 

are obviously the most memorable image from the poem .As the main purpose of this paper is to shed light on the ecological 

awareness of many readers of Wordsworth’s poetry, in his poem “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” It is a great Nature poem where 

in Wordsworth appears as a devotee of Nature. He strongly believes that Nature is a store house of infinite joy and delight. 

Wordsworth described “a host, of golden daffodils” that he saw one spring day when he was walking in the English countryside. 

The daffodils were under the trees and next to the lake. The daffodils were “tossing their heads” from side to side, appearing to 

dance in the breeze. The memory of the daffodils brings the poet great pleasure, and he felt that his own heart is dancing along 

with the daffodils. Here, it is the breath which, in the climax of recollection, filled the poet’s heart with pleasure and sets it to 

dancing with the “golden daffodils.” Wordsworth in this poem is describing an experience of which all are capable, but which is 

increasingly neglected as men become preoccupied with business. To conclude, Wordsworth’s “ecological” poems provide the 

modern man, who lives in a world, haunted by materialism and technology, with a new lens through which he can see the 

inseparable relation and harmony between Nature and man in a vast ecosystem of the world. 

3.4 Conclusion 

Therefore, Both Romanticism and Eco criticism study nature from various perspectives. The above discussion explores 

the various affinities between the two theories despite their apparent dissimilarities. On the one hand Romantic attitude is highly 

imaginative, Eco critical approach, on the other hand is out and out realistic. British Romantic literature has now gained its 

momentum with worldwide eco-literature. It has changed its colour from local to global perspectives in view of the present 

ecological crisis around the globe. The concept of Romanticism makes us learn how we may lead a happy life in close harmony 

with nature. These literary works beautifully deal with human nature relationship and interconnection- the key note of eco-

literature. An Eco critical text always helps us develop an ecological wisdom which is not less important in restoring the fragile 

environmental health of the earth. Although there is a basic difference in romantic and Eco critical attitude to nature, it must be 

admitted that the important facts of eco criticism are found in romanticism and also nature is at its best in Wordsworth’s poetry 

that treats it not as a background but as a guiding soul of mankind. The common message is keep nature in her pristine beauty; let 

not destroy what we cannot create. The more Eco critical writings will come into focus, the more man will learn to behave with 

nature in a proper way keeping in tune with the present environmental crisis. 
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