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Abstract: 

 

We are living in the world's largest democratic country. Here, we have full right to make our own decisions 

constitutionally, together with we claim to be the most secular and religious county. We worship Laxmi for 

Wealth, Saraswati for Wisdom and Durga as the Symbol of Power. But,whether we have thought about the 

living angels moving around us. Each and every day the newspaper's columns are full of exploitation and 

misbehaviour with women. And when it comes to dalit women, we might find any in a corner. When we go 

through the different dalit novels we find that women are conceived in ire and delivered in fire. They have 

fiery strength and authenticity, a sense of social mission and expressive vibrancy. The pains and sufferings 

that they have gone through puts the dark spot on the world's ancient civilization. How anyone can be so 

mean, what a rocky courage they had , to endure  such inhumane acts ? Through this paper, I have tried to 

put forward the different tortures that dalit women have faced with special reference to the Grip of Change . 

The mental, social, physical and economical aspects of their lives . Their multiple discrimination, first on the 

basis of caste, second on the basis of class ,third on the basis of gender and so on . Sivakami beautifully 

portrays the hypocrisy of caste Hindus and dalit men . It is said that experience is the core of literature. So we 

can say that dalit literature is the literature of protest, protest against main stream literature, protest against 

caste biasness and religious hypocrisy, protest against male domination, protest against their physical torture. 

Since time immemorial women's bodies have been the battleground for all fights, whether partitions, wars, 

communal violence , family wickedness or caste domination.This paper brought the pains and sufferings of 

dalit women with special reference to some famous dalit fictions. 
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Introduction: 

 

Palanimuthu is an Indian writer writing in Tamil. She is one among the most prominent dalit writers in India. 

She became the first Tamil Dalit woman to write about the patriarchy and the dalit movement. Her first dalit 

novel Pazhaiyana Kazhialum (removal of old things) was translated and published in English as "The Grip of 

Change". She quit her job as a secretary ranked bureaucrat in the administrative service. Sivakami's  literary 

works highlight the suppression faced by women especially Dalit Women. This paper explores the way in 
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which the writer presents the women characters. This novel deals with the concept of male chauvinism, 

suppression, sexual abuse, incest rural life-style and poverty. The main aim of this paper is to see how the 

author presented the gender violence committed against women in families as well as outside the family-

circle. She has portrayed the concept vividly in her novel through various characters. Dalit is a vernacular 

form of the Sanskrit word"Dal". In classical Sanskrit, it means divided, split, broken and scattered. So , it 

may be clearly said that dalit is just not a word it is an emotion. The term dalit is enough to elaborate the 

grief suffering and this becomes more pathetic when the dalit is a woman.  

 

The protagonist of the novel is Anandhayi, the wife of Periyanna - a brutal womanizer and a power monger. 

She is the mother of six children, yet a victim of abuse by her husband. The story begins when the 

protagonist Anandhayi discovered her husband Periyanna's paramour. When Anandhayi successfully trapped 

the women who had an affair with her husband, she was tortured brutally by her husband.  "Periyanna , his 

torso bare came thundering down the steps. He released the women from Anandhayi's grip and pushed her 

aside. Anandhayi crashed to the ground with a loud sob." (Sivakami 4)  

 

The moment he thrashed her , she got the labour pain and delivered her baby. He did not come to see the new 

born baby too. This shows that this man does not have any concern for his pregnant wife and for his baby 

which is inside the womb. Anandhayi's mind was filled with disappointments and she lost the peace in her. 

The crone, Anandhayi's mother-in low advised her : " Why should a woman who's just given birth starve? 

So, the husband went to a whore uh! still,why should you hungry? Is he all that you have in your life? Acres 

of fields and cattle of your own? Just because he went off with someone, here she wants to pine away. After 

all, there are five children; can't she just wash her hands off him forever?" (Sivakami 17) 

 

Periyanna is the antagonist of the novel who always tries to bring down the women under his control through 

sex and power. Muthakka, a maid who came to help Anandhayi in her household chores until she got back to 

normal from her delivery. Even after delivery, Periyanna does not want Muthakka to leave. So he insisted 

upon her staying for a few more days and went brushing against her body, Periyanna walked out of the 

kitchen. His sheepish attitude is revealed when he chose to come avoiding Anandhayi's line of vision and on 

the pretext of fondling the child, he brushed his hand on Muthakka's body.  As soon as he heard his wife's 

voice, he moved to the fields. Periyanna arrogant and careless nature is proven when he refused his wife's 

cousin Iyyakanmu's pleas to lend his bulls just for two days, he said : " you are free to take your sister,but 

don't touch my bulls. What am I to do without my bulls, don't make me say things I might regret."(Sivakami 

43) It shows that Periyanna is having more concern for his bulls than for his wife. These words expose the 

materialistic attitude and the man's disinterest towards his wife. 

 

The townsfolk know that Periyanna and the village supervisor Kangani are at war. Kangani already bought 

three contracts for his son Manickam, which made periyanna jealous. In order to take revenge, he exploited 

the name of the village supervisor's family members. Veni, the supervisor's sister-in- law became a scapegoat 

because of her tragic flashback. When Veni was a schoolgirl. She was tall, fair, plump and had long hair. She 

was seduced by her teacher Rangasami and PT master. One day when Rangasami was enticing her, thus, the 

PT master entered the room. This is not how you are going to get her listen, she has to be caned, ' he said and 

began to wallop her. Before Rangasami could intervene, the PT master came on to her. And so, she became a 

plaything for everyone. This shows that being beautiful is also dangerous for a woman. Her beauty has 

become a poison for her chastity. After that incident, she dropped out from school. Veni could not find peace 

at home too. She was harassed by her nephew Manickam. She could not accept what had been happening to 

her: 

"Did he not know whom he was touching? I am his aunt, for God's sake! Of course he knew it was me... I 

cannot even speak about this to anyone,lest they spit on my face. As it is, my name is in the mud. People will 

think I am teaming up with Akka to complain about the first wife's son. I still can't believe where he choose 

to touch." (Sivakami 148) It shows that a woman is not safe even in her family. She was completely 

http://www.ijrti.org/


© 2022 IJNRD | Volume 7, Issue 6 June 2022 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

IJNRD2206110 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  

 

953 

depressed after that and unable to share her feelings with anyone.  She was scared what the society would 

speak about her character, if this matter leaks. A woman was abused by the men but this patriarchal society 

blame only the women victims. It is the reason for most of the crimes being buried as untold mysteries. 

 

Shivkami depicted the traditional control over the women in a family with an illustration of Kala's cycle-

riding incident. When Kala's father Periyannam found his matured daughter roaming around riding a cycle 

with her friend , he hit her with a broom stick. He bashed Anandhayi till she went unconscious, for letting 

their daughter to wander freely. He did not spare his mother also, when she tried to stop him, Vellaiyamma 

became a victim of his beatings too. It shows that as a man, the antagonist Periyannam controlled all the 

women around him. 

In Women's Tradition and Culture, Malladi Subhamma said  " Woman's situation has to undergo a 

transformation, only laws won't do. The constitution of India gives equal right to women but in reality that is 

not so." Periyannam who is incarnation of greed and power considers his dominion over whatever his eyes 

roll on - be it land or women. Laxmi, a woman who is described as "saffron drowned in warm milk or a rose 

petal "  attracts him and Periyannam forcefully made Lakshmi his mistress. Periyannam's chauvinist attitude 

started on his beloved concubine Lakshmi too, as the days passed. His suspicion stabbed her with vulgar 

comments on her character. She injured Periyannam with a sickle when he beats her for not giving a physical 

pleasure to him. After this incident, she escaped many times, unfortunately all her attempts got failed. He 

captured and brought her home each time beating and slapping. 

 

Earlier Anandhayi saw Lakshmi as her competitor in her life. Since Lakshmi got settled with Periyannam's 

family, Anandhayi too felt pity on her pathetic state. When Lakshmi warned Anandhayi's daughter Dhanam 

to break up her love affair with the preacher's son Daniel, a  misunderstanding erupted among the family 

members. Dhanam's wrath grew like a thorn by that time and hated Lakshmi because of that incident. She 

troubled her enormously. For instance, at a time of bathing if Lakshmi took her soap outside for turmeric 

powder, the soap disappeared. Cow dung was mixed in her bath water. This situation proves that even a 

woman can be bring more problems for another women. Lakshmi was hurt, not only by Periyannam but by 

Dhanam also. Periyannam torture her physically, his daughter Dhanam's words accused her psychologically. 

Lakshmi said : It is not that I want physical pleasure that desperately. I want love, a relationship, a support, a 

comfort, a kind word.Not like this, everyday torture, kicks, punches and slander. 

 

It shows that even though she is a concubine as a woman she longs for love and care. The novel ends with 

the tragic death of Lakshmi. Her frustration stimulated her to commit suicide and die. Her attempts to 

commit suicide alone was successful in her life. Even after her death Periyannam didn't change his nature. He 

kept on accusing Anandhayi as bad luck for him. From the beginning till the end the women suffer much and 

they are made submissive under men according to the tradition. Professor K.R. Srinivas Iyengar says " 

Women are natural story teller even when they do not write or publish. " But Shivkami is extraordinary in 

her writing and narration. Shivkami teaches the readers how a woman is being treated in the society and how 

she should be treated. A writer's job is to enlighten the broken society with good writing. As a good writer 

Shivkami brings out the truth of men ill treating of women, instead men should give women love and care, 

provide them the space they need to be free and happy. 

 

 This novel is based on how women struggle to safeguard their honour and how they are oppressed by the 

men. Dignity for women is still a question mark in most of the places in the world. It is based on the women 

being oppressed in both upper and lower classes. Dalit women must also strive for gender and caste equality 

by subverting the dynamics of caste and transcending the intersides of identity. The evolution of the self is 

much more noticeable in the dalit women than the others because of their life as the oppressed of the 

oppressed and slave of the slave. To conclude in the Taming of Women , Shivkami touches upon the 

pertinent subject of women struggling for power in their own household. It shows in the minds of the readers 

the uneasy truth about the complex dynamics in gender and sexual relationships. 
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Women are considered as the originator and the creator of this universe. So it can be said that they must be 

treated equally with respect to men. When we write or talk about empowerment we must not forget to accept 

the disempowered category of women. We are going through the era of  enlightenment and innovations but 

still we are  very far from the bitter truth of our society. Women here simply mean all the females including 

the lower as well as upper caste. We are responsible for our situation as women, I admit it. This article aims 

to show the hidden truth of dalit women. We are the voice of these voiceless people. I have talked about the 

suffering of dalit women, mental suffering as well as physical. We all are living in the era of innovations. 

Still there is a partiality and discrimination. Dalit women are dual victims. They must get their rights. We  all 

are living in a democratic country. It is our right to be free and to live independently. If we talk about 

modernity and equity or equality. Equality is all about having equal rights. It should not be dependent on 

caste and class. We all have equal rights to live on our own terms and conditions. My point is only to throw 

light on the darker side of this modern era as we are not fully dependent in this democratic country. Dalit 

women should also get their rights as there is not good changes in their community , I have observed yet for 

them in this era. 
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