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Abstract  

 

There is no one way in which one can describe art. People have developed several definitions of it over the 

years but in the simplest of senses, it is the act of any creativity within a person. This research paper talks about 

the two art forms - traditional and digital art. In addition to providing an explanation of both art forms including 

their characteristics, this paper also analyzes particular examples of works belonging to the respective forms. 

This includes paintings by Pablo Picasso and Leonardo Da Vinci for traditional art and upcoming art types like 

NFTs and Fractal art for Digital art. Ultimately, the paper concludes that both traditional and digital are similar 

yet very different and the likelihood of them co-existing is high.   

 

Introduction 

 

“The aim of art is not to represent the outward appearance of things, but their inward significance” - Aristotle 

 

What is art? According to the dictionary, it is the conscious use of skill and creative imagination, especially in 

the production of aesthetic objects. But the thing about art is that it’s so diverse that there are as many ways to 

understand it as there are people (Ibrahim, 2018). We can broadly classify it into two divisions - Traditional and 

Digital. Traditional art generally refers to any piece of creativity one can express on paper, canvas or any other 

traditional material through which people have been expressing themselves for centuries, whereas digital art is 

the most recent form of art in which people express themselves through technological devices like computers, 

Ipads, touchscreen phones etc. 

 

http://www.ijrti.org/


© 2022 IJNRD | Volume 7, Issue 7 July 2022 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

IJNRD2207159 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  

 

1409 

In this paper, I will be analyzing different paintings by both traditional as well as digital artists and the 

techniques they use in creating their art forms. Traditional artists include Pablo Picasso and Leonardo da Vinci 

and some of their paintings like The Weeping Women, The Girl Before the Mirror, Mona Lisa and The Last 

Supper, whereas, digital art styles include 2D & 3D computer graphics and paintings, NFTs, fractal art etc.  

 

Over time, technology has become a huge part of our lives and is continuing to grow in various fields including 

art. Many people in the present generation have grown up with digital art but it is still a very new concept 

whereas traditional art is what everyone thinks of wherever the term 'art' is referred to. Though both digital and 

traditional art has their advantages and disadvantages, the question that arises among us is which art form is 

better and whether one can ever replace the other or if they both can coexist. On the basis of this, the research 

question for this paper is "What is the difference between traditional and digital art and will the latter ever 

be able to replace the former?" 

 

The aim of this research paper is to describe both traditional and digital art to come to the conclusion that both 

art forms have an essence of their own and their differences will allow them to co-exist in the future  

 

What is art?  

 

The term art encompasses diverse media such as painting, sculpture, printmaking, drawing, decorative arts, 

photography and installation. The various visual arts exist within a continuum that ranges from purely aesthetic 

purposes at one end to purely utilitarian purposes at the other (Britannica, 2019). Art doesn’t have anyone's 

particular definition to it, it has various meanings. Art to a dancer would be the creation of movements one 

makes during their performance, but to a singer, art would be the creation of words. Hence, we can say that over 

the years the meaning of the word ‘art’ has evolved and means differently to different people. The history of art 

is often told as a chronology of masterpieces created during each civilization (B, R., 2022). Due to the almost 

non-existent definition of art, tracing its historical roots can be a bit tricky. However, archaeologists have 

discovered art artefacts dating back to the prehistoric era (i.e. Cave paintings). Early humans used art to 

communicate and warn others of potential dangers, document events, and even monitor the seasons (Mullenix). 

 

The principles and elements of art and design are the foundation of the language we use to talk about art. The 

principles represent how the artist uses the elements of art to create effects and to help convey the artist’s intent 

(Marder, 2014). The seven principles include balance, contrast, emphasis, movement, pattern, rhythm, and 

unity/ variety. Balance refers to the visual weight of the elements of the composition and can be achieved in 

three different ways- Symmetry, Asymmetry and Radial Symmetry. Contrast is the difference between elements 

of art in a composition, such that the element is made stronger in relation to the other. Contrast can be achieved 

by juxtapositions of any of the other elements of art. Emphasis is when the artist creates an area of composition 
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that is usually dominant and commands the viewer’s attention and it can be achieved by contrast. Movement is 

the result of using elements of art such that they move the viewer’s eye around and within the image. The pattern 

is the uniform repetition of any of the elements of art or any combination thereof. Rhythm is created by 

movement implied through the repetition of elements of art in a non-uniform but organized way (Marder, 2014). 

At last Unity/ Variety is bought by using different colours, sizes and shapes in a work of art (Jordan, 2019).  

 

The elements of art are the visual tools that the artist uses to create a composition (Marder, 2014). These include 

line, shape, colour, value, form, texture and space. Colour is a three-pronged element of art that includes hue, 

variety and intensity. Form renders a three-dimensional form into a two-dimensional form. Lines are referred 

to as marks on a surface. Shape refers to anything two-dimensional, flat or limited to height and width. Space 

is the element of art through which both positive and negative areas are defined or a sense of depth is achieved 

in a work of art. Texture refers to the way an art object or an element in a composition feels or looks as if it 

could be felt if touched (Jordan, 2019).  

 

Any artwork whether traditional or digital cannot be created without the use of principles and elements of art. 

An artist uses both to create an art piece that appeases its viewers and hence it also creates an equilibrium in the 

painting. Elements of art enable us to describe what an artist has done, analyze what is going on in a particular 

piece and communicate our thoughts and findings using a common language (Piscarret, 2021). Elements of art 

can be described as their building blocks. Principles of art are important in guiding the use of the elements 

(Piscarret, 2021).  

According to Van Jones’s graph, society is driven by the powerful elites, the dependent masses, the government, 

cultural producers and artists. In the graph, artists are represented on the side of ideas, in the “heart space” as 

art inspires people, incites new questions and provokes curiosity, excitement, and outrage (Ibrahim,2018). Many 

people use art as a form of therapy and also a way to relieve stress. It’s not only about creating something 

beautiful but also a way to express oneself. People also use it to enhance their creativity and produce innovative 

ideas which help them to grow their business and create something new for society. Art is a way through which 

people can focus on themselves without worrying about their problems and just exhibit what goes on in their 

minds.  

 

Over the last few decades, conceptual art has also grown where the idea or concept is the most important aspect 

of the work and all the planning and decisions are made beforehand and the execution is a perfunctory affair 

(LeWitt, 1967). Conceptual art is also a part of postmodern art. Postmodern art refers to a body of art movements 

that sought to contradict some aspects of modernism or some aspects that emerged or developed in its aftermath 

(Eden Gallery, 2021). Hence, art, in general, is not just described as one thing and defining it is under constant 

contention. 
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Traditional art  

 

Traditional art refers to art styles that have been passed on from previous generations to the next generations 

regarding their cultures and traditions. It also refers to something one can physically touch or something which 

is created with real mediums like paints, clay etc. In this paper, I will be analyzing and interpreting two very 

famous traditional artists- Pablo Picasso and Leonardo Da Vinci, and some of their famous paintings.  

 

Picasso 

 

Pablo Ruiz Picasso was a Spanish painter, sculptor, printmaker, ceramicist and theatre designer who spent most 

of his adult life in France. He was regarded as one of the most influential artists in the 20th century and is known 

for co-founding the Cubist movement, the invention of constructed sculpture, the co-invention of collage, and 

the wide variety of styles that he helped develop and explore. (McCully,2018) 

 

Painting 1: The Weeping Women (1937, Oil on Canvas ) 

The Weeping Woman is one of the most famous portraits by Pablo Picasso 

and is executed in the style of Cubism with greater realism (Encyclopedia of 

Art Education, 2019). The painting was created after the Civil war in Spain 

and represents a continuation of his anti-war theme instigated by his mural 

Guernica (Encyclopedia of Art Education, 2019). As the name suggests, the 

painting depicts a woman wiping her tears with a handkerchief and represents 

universal suffering. As the painting was created with the war in mind, it also 

shows the sadness experienced by the women in Spain who lost their sons, 

husbands, brothers and fathers in the war. I think that the artist is also trying 

to show the two sides of a woman where one is sad but the other part is strong 

and willing to move on. The colour palette that has been used in this painting may also be interpreted that way 

where purple signifies sadness, the green signifies balance, yellow refers to optimism, red refers to passion and 

love and blue represents calm and power. It seems as though the vertical eye is another way a woman sees 

herself and wills that part to get up and be strong. To will itself to be happier and move on, that life is a balance 

of sadness and happiness.  
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Painting 2: Girl Before the Mirror (1932, Oil on canvas) 

The painting ‘ Girl Before the Mirror’ is a portrait of  Marie - Therese 

Walter, who is depicted standing in front of a mirror looking at her reflection 

(Brittney, 2021). I think Picasso was trying to showcase the different 

emotions a woman feels when she looks at herself in the mirror. How she 

does not see herself the same way others see her. The painting is maybe 

trying to show the images of what society makes her feel while others are 

the ones she creates in her head. We can see how in the mirror, Picasso has 

used dull dark colours to show the moods and feelings of the girl, whereas 

he has used bright colours on the girl showcasing how others see her.  

 

Hence, Picasso’s paintings showcase the problems faced by the people at 

that time and how things used to be so different to what they are now. He shows in the paintings “ The weeping 

Woman” and “ Girl Before The Mirror”, the problems faced by women at that time and how things are not 

always how they seem to be. He shows the strengths as well as the weaknesses of women and how they struggle, 

but at the same time learn to move on and live life. How they put on a strong facade in front of others and suffer 

alone.  

 

Leonardo Da Vinci  

 

Leonardo di ser Piero da Vinci was an Italian polymath of the High Renaissance who was active as a painter, 

draftsman, engineer, scientist, theorist, sculptor and architect. He is considered one of the greatest painters in 

the history of art and is often credited as the founder of the High Renaissance. He is considered to be one of the 

most talented men to have ever lived and was also held by the King of France during his deathbed and supported 

through his old age (Ludwig Heinrich Heydenreich, 2018). 

 

Painting 1: Mona Lisa(1503-06, Oil on wood) 

Mona Lisa is said to be a portrait of Lisa Gherardini, wife of Francesco del 

Giocondo, a Florentine dignitary and wealthy silk merchant (Chandan, 

2022). Mona Lisa is very famous for her smile and eyes. The smile is said 

to represent happiness. Mona Lisa’s eyes seem to look at you from wherever 

you see her. I think Leonardo painted it like that to show that whatever you 

are doing someone sees it whether it be your self-consciousness, people or 

god. I think it shows how if we think that we can get away with doing wrong 

things, we are wrong. The space behind the portrait represents the transition 

between the sitter and the far distance, where the landscape becomes a wide 
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and uninhabited space of rocks and water which Leonardo has cleverly drawn at the level of the sitter's eyes 

(Chandan, 2022).  

 

Painting 2: The Last Supper (1452-1519, Tempera and Oil on gesso, pitch and mastic) 

 

 

The Last Supper is a painting of the last few days before Jesus Christ dies. In the painting, Jesus is having a 

meal with his twelve apostles, when he declares that one of them will betray him. It shows the reaction of each 

person upon hearing this declaration. I feel that Jesus asked Leonardo to make this painting in order to figure 

out who would betray him, based on the reactions in the painting, and who better than Leonardo Da Vinci to 

portray those reactions. In the Painting Judas, who betrayed Christ is holding a small bag of coins, they signify 

his betrayal. It seems as if he is nervous and shocked at Christ's statement. Others reactions include surprise, 

anger, calm, and sadness, some are stunned, while others demand some sort of explanation. In the painting Jesus 

is predicting that his betrayer will take the bread at the same time he does to Tomas and James the greater (two 

of his apostles) to his left, who react in horror as Jesus points with his left hand to a piece of bread before them. 

Distracted by the conversation between John and Pete r(some of the other apostles), Judas reaches for a different 

piece of bread not noticing Jesus too stretching out with his right hand towards it (Bianchini, 2022). 

 

Hence, I feel like Leonardo’s paintings are based on realism and how to bring out the truths and reality within 

people when he paints them. It’s as if he can sense people’s emotions and paint them based on them. His 

paintings show people’s feelings and emotions on their faces, like unmasking them of the masks they used to 

wear.  

 

Digital art  

 

Just as technology has evolved over the years, so has art. With the increase in the use of technology, people 

have started using it as a form to express their arts in different ways. Digital art, once called computer art or 

new media art refers to art made using software, computers, or other electronic devices. Anything produced or 

made on digital media can be classified as digital art (Eden Gallery, 2021). People don’t only use digital art as 

the only method for doing art, some just use it to expand and magnify their horizons. Digital paintings appeared 
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in the 1990s and embraced traditional painting techniques. While the artist develops a graphical design with the 

use of technological devices like a computer, the process itself is similar to painting with traditional materials 

and results in painterly aesthetics (Danae, 2018). Over time, different types of digital art have emerged like 

NFTs, digital photography, digital installations, videos, animations, etc. In this paper, we will be looking at 

How NFTs and Fractal art came to be, how they became a trend and analyse some of their examples.  

  

NFTs (Non-Fungible Tokens) 

 

 

 

NFTs are cryptographic assets on a blockchain with unique identification codes and metadata that distinguish 

them from each other. Unlike cryptocurrencies, they cannot be traded or exchanged at equivalency (Sharma, 

2021). NFTs became popular in March 2021, with the sale of Mike Winkelman’s (a graphic designer known as 

‘Beeple’) piece of digital art called “Everyday: The First 5,000 Days”, which was sold at $69.3 million in the 

auction house Christie’s. It was a collage of 5,000 pieces of digital art that Beeple has been producing on a daily 

basis since 2007 (Sardana, 2021). NFTs were created to solve the problem of ownership over an object. As 

digital art can easily be duplicated with a download of a copy, but with NFTs, there is a contract that only the 

owner holds, stating it belongs to one person only. Unlike other art pieces which have a physical existence, 

NFTs cannot be broken or destroyed.  

 

NFT 1: Crossroads By Beeple 

 

The artwork was sold for $6.6 million at Nifty Gateway, an online cryptocurrency marketplace for digital art 

and is an encrypted image or video file which cannot be duplicated, hence giving buyers the assurance that their 

purchase is an authentic copy. In the video clip, the artist has shown Trump’s body lying on the ground with 
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hurtful comments written on it. He also shows different people walking by it and not even glancing at the body. 

There is a bluebird that comes and sits on him and tweets a joker emoji hence showcasing the use of social 

media 'Twitter’. The background is that of a bright sunny day with a beautiful rainbow in the sky. Hence this 

shows how much people ignore what is right in front of them and do not even give it a second glance.  

 

NFT 2: The Merge By Pak 

 

This art piece was sold for $91.8 million on Nifty Getaway. The artwork consists of 2 white circles and one 

white semicircle. They all are of different sizes and I think it depicts how a thing grows little by little, given the 

size difference, hence the name given to the art piece, ‘ The Merge’. It can also mean how one big thing is made 

up of a lot of smaller things like the human body is also made up of many smaller atoms. 

 

Fractal Art 

 

Fractals are unique and complicated mathematical forms of art. They are simple patterns which continue forever 

by repeating them hence forming a complicated design. Hundreds of years ago, computer screens didn't create 

fractals, but nature did. Scientists and artists alike have noticed patterns that were repeated in elements of 

weather and wildlife like the pattern in which petals of a flower are arranged, veins of leaves which branch out 

in different patterns, snowflakes which are arranged in geometrical patterns etc. Fractal art was discovered by 

Mr Benoit Mandelbrot who was a scientist and worked in a company in New York. He noticed one day that 

when a lot of numbers were put together on the computer, they made an interesting design. He first used the 

fractal in 1975 and wrote a book about his discoveries.  Hence, introducing fractal art to the world. (Lowery, 

2022)  
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Art Piece 1: Phoenix Heart Be Reborn by Katryna Wade  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This art piece was created by Katrina Wade. It consists of the heart shape being repeated in various colours and 

positions. The artist has used fire to depict the bird Phoenix who rose from the ashes hence indicating how 

people can also rise above their problems. Phoenix is often referred to in case of broken hearts. How people 

move on after a tough break up hence showing that it's ok to be sad but at the same time be strong and come 

out even stronger after dealing with the situation one has been in. Hence the name of the art piece ‘ Phoenix 

heart be reborn’.  

 

 

 

Art Piece 2: Counter Spin 3 by Michael Faber   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This art piece was created by Micheal Faber. It looks like a lot of elements have been used in making the art 

piece like the repetition of the number 8, the stair-like structures and the use of windmill shapes. The repetition 

in a spiral form gives it a 3D look. The artist has used light colours on the top and bloody red at the bottom 

almost as if showing the stairs going towards the ‘Heaven & Hell’. The number 8 is also known to represent 

death in Greek mythology, hence making it a symbol of death. At the same time, it is also known to represent 

equilibrium and inner steadiness, a communication from angels to tell us to clear our minds and come to terms 

with our feelings. Hence, it all depends on how you see it.  
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Therefore, the above shows that even though digital art is done over technology, it doesn't mean it does not 

require creativity and skill or that it cannot be considered art. It is just a different type of art form which has 

been introduced in the last few decades or so. Even still with growing technology, digital art is also growing 

with it, introducing new techniques and art types to the world and it will only continue to grow in the coming 

years.  

 

Discussion and Conclusion  

 

Even though digital art has grown over the past few years, so has traditional art. New methods and art forms 

have also been introduced into traditional art. While digital art is fairly new compared to traditional art, it is still 

considered art. Hence we cannot deny that any of the artforms is greater or more difficult than the other. Both 

Traditional, as well as digital art, have their own importance, advantages and disadvantages. 

 

Some view technology as a threat to originality and as seeking to replace traditional artmaking, hence being 

worrisome for art teachers. However, studies suggest the use of digital art education increases artistic 

development and creativity (Schukei, 2019). Some benefits of  digital art are that first, it has increased access 

to a lot of people as not all have traditional art mediums but they do have some kind of technological device 

they can work on. Secondly, it is more convenient to carry and one can share it instantly with others. Thirdly, 

it has also increased productivity as it saves time if you make a mistake. Digital art also has some disadvantages 

to it, like how easy it can be replicated hence the problem with originality. At the same time if you make a 

mistake after a long process and press the undo button then it will erase the whole progress one made in the last 

few hours. Though digital artforms can be given a physical form, it still gives a printed look hence they can't be 

compared to traditional art pieces in that aspect.  

 

Even though digital art requires no less skill than traditional artmaking, it does require a different mode of 

thinking. However, when one learns traditional art techniques. They gain a deeper understanding of the 

materials and what they can do (Schukei, 2019). Some benefits of traditional art are that one can learn how to 

creatively use different materials to create your art forms. Secondly, each artwork is unique as it is difficult to 

replicate each and every detail perfectly from the shape to the colours, something is always different even if it 

is created by the same artist. Third, it also increases versatility in using different mediums and even though it 

doesn't have an undo button like in digital art, it increases an artist's problem-solving trait of how to fix a 

mistake. Some disadvantages of traditional art are that it's not very time efficient and isn't portable. It is also 

difficult to cover up mistakes and creates a lot of mess while the artwork is in the making.  
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Hence, from the above, we can conclude that both traditional, as well as digital, have their own pros and cons. 

While they are both different types of art forms, one can never replace the other and both will most likely always 

coexist. While traditional art is more popular than digital art, it can never replace it as it is also growing with 

the increase in technology and the new generation is always using some or the other technological device, hence 

exposing them to digital art. I feel that one should learn the ropes to both types of art forms to gain more 

experience and knowledge and better their skills as both art forms are different, hence giving a new skill set 

when learnt.  
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