
© 2022 IJNRD | Volume 7, Issue 7 July 2022 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

IJNRD2207170 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  

 

1516 

RELEVANCE OF THE UNITED NATION IN 

THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD 
 

Mr. SANI KUMAR 

Assistant Professor (School Of Law) 

IFTM University Moradabad U.P. 

E-mail- sanikumarmishra007@gmail.com 

Contact-7985630458 

MS. AAKANKSHA GUPTA 

Assistant Professor 

Shahid Bhagat Singh Law College Kanpur U.P. 

E-mail- aakankshagupta9473@gmali.com 

Contact-9473711750 

 

 

ABSTRACT  

                It is an unbeatable dubious fact that the United Nations plays a significant role in our world. Since its 

establishment, its main goal is to be a beacon of international peace and security altogether means. However, the 

organizations recently suffered from lots of institutional, political and other problems, in addition as problems 

within its main organs like General Assembly, International Court of Justice and predominantly, the Trusteeship 

Council. The United Nations has showed plenty of failures and inactions in tackling and solving lots of up to 

date political conflicts, civil wars, and humanitarian crises that are escalated since the Arab Spring’s revolutions 

in 2011. Moreover, the issues it suffers from became more severe, overwhelming and are threatening its integrity, 

objectivity, credibility and effectiveness within the eyes of mass of students, international experts, countries and 

populations. 

                 Therefore, this paper gives a appraisal to the present functioning of the United Nations organization. 

Firstly, it starts with an introduction to the organization and summary to the essential destinations that lead 

eventually to the establishment of the international organisation in 1945. Secondly, it explains in details the 

structure of the organization with all of its organs, related international and regional organizations, committees, 
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councils, agencies. Thirdly, it tackles the many successes and failures of UN in several fields since 1945 till 

recently. After that, the appraisal begins to some articles of the charter and UN’s organs, particularly the 

numerous ones like General Assembly, International Court of Justice and council. additionally, the paper 

provides criticism to the Veto Power accompanies by real cases yet as giving a quick on the peace System. Last 

but not least, it discusses the most problems of UN and challenges and allegations facing the peacekeeping 

operations. Eventually, it highlights the proposals submitted to reform the UN and also the extent to which the 

implementation of those resolutions may be feasible, and ends with a conclusion. 

 

Keywords- United Nation, Peace, Security, and Development Peacekeeping, Human Right. 

 

INTRODUCTION- 

 After the Second World War, the organization that made efforts for mutual cooperation and world peace of all 

countries was called the United Nations. Since the founding of  the United Nations, the United States wielded 

unquestionable influence in various mandates of the organisation.  The United Nations is a global forum where 

all people can raise disputes and problems related to war and peace.  It was established in October 1945 and 

currently has 193 member states.  Its work is done according to the objectives and principles written in the 

Charter of the United Nations.  At this time the world is changing very fast, due to which the United Nations has 

made some changes in itself to keep pace.  At the time of the establishment of the United Nations, there were 

originally 51 members, which later increased to 193.  This shows how important its potential is.  Its membership 

is given on the basis of the recommendation of the Security Council. Their membership is granted by the decision 

of the General Assembly.  What would have been the purpose and what are its main parts and in the end we will 

try to know what are the reasons which raise questions about its relevance. 

 

 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY  

1. To study the different organs and their functions of the United Nations. 

2. To study the contribution of the United Nations to the establishment of international peace and security. 

3. To Study about indicate some important changes in the United Nations Organization by looking at the 

current scenario. 

4. To study the representation of India's influence in the United Nations. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This research paper is analytical and descriptive in nature based on secondary data sources from various books, 

journals, internet and, magazines. 
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BACKGROUND OF UNITED NATIONS 

                 That was the period of the First World War, when somewhere the paths helped several thousand 

soldiers. Which affected the socio-economic condition of the whole the world.  The First World War started in 

1914 and ended in 1918 with extensive loss of life and property.  After the First World War, the world felt the 

need of such an institution so that an atmosphere of peace and harmony could be created at the world level.  In 

this episode, the concept of the League of Nations emerged in 1920, which was made the mission of this 

organization to maintain peace and harmony in the whole world, but the unanimous view could not be seen in 

the Parliament of America, which offered its creation and the fellow World War II. Due to this, its existence was 

abolished. After the end of the Second World War, the need of such an organization was felt which could again 

establish an atmosphere of peace and harmony in the world, on this basis the United Nations Organization was 

established. 

                  The main objective of creating the United Nations was to create a union of countries where people 

could come to a consensus on mutual cooperation and world trade. The idea of the creation of the United Nations 

was first given to US President Franklin D. Roosevelt during World War II.  After that the United Nations was 

established in 1945 after the end of World War II. The first objective of the formation of the organization was to 

establish international peace and security, as well as to prevent and reduce the possibility of World War III.  

Keeping in mind the functions of the United Nations, some of its major organs were created, which look after its 

different functions. The United Nations Organization is such an organization that helps in maintaining mutual 

cooperation among the whole world. 

 

MAJOR ORGANS OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

                 Their main organs have been created on the basis of the Charter of the United Nations.  Its main organs 

are the General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council, the Trust Council, the 

International Court of Justice and the Secretariat.  If we understand it separately then- 

 

General Assembly 

                  The General Assembly of the United Nations consists of all the members of the United Nations. Each 

member has one vote, though it may have five representatives (Art. 9). It meets once every year and may also 

meet in such special sessions as convoked by the Secretary General at the request of the Security Council or of 

a majority of the members of the United Nations (Art. 20). It can formulate its own rules and procedures (Art. 

21) and can establish subsidiary organs for the performance of its functions (Art. 22).  

                   The General Assembly has formed certain committees to perform its major functions. The 

committees are of the following types: (1) Main Committees, (2) Procedural Committees, (3) Standing 

Committees, and (4) Adhoc Committees. The main committees and the procedural committees meet in 

connection with plenary sessions. Each member of the United Nations is entitled to have its representative in the 

main committees, which are the following: (i) Political and Security Committee, (ii) Economic and Financial 
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Committee, (iii) Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee, (iv) Trusteeship Committee, including non-self 

governing territories, (v) Administrative and Budgetary Committee, and (vi) Legal Committee. In addition to 

this, there is a Specia Political and Security Committee (or Interim Committee) sharing the work of the First 

Committee. 

                       The General Assembly is the principal and representative organ of the United Nations.  Where 

issues like deliberation and policy making are discussed.  We know that it consists of 193 countries, that is, it 

can be said that all the member countries of the union are members of the General Assembly. 

 

Security Council 

                   The main objective of the Security Council is to maintain international peace and security.  United 

Nations with has limited membership. It consists of 15 members of the United Nations with five permanent 

members: France, China, United Kingdom , the Soviet Union (now Russian Federation), the  and the United 

States of America, and 10 non-permanent members elected by the General Assembly for a two-year term. In the 

election of non-permanent members, due regard is specially paid to the contribution of members to the 

maintenance of international peace and security and to the important purposes of the United Nations, and also to 

equitable geographical distribution. Every member of the Security Council shall have one representative only 

(Art. 23).Every member has one vito vote.  All member states of the United Nations are bound by the decisions 

of the Security Council.  The Presidency of the Security Council runs and varies regionally.  The role of the 

Security Council becomes more important as it plays an important role in decision-making. 

 

Economic and Social Council  

                   The Economic and Social Council is the principal body of the United Nations for international 

cooperation and policy review.  It gives suggestions on economic, social and environmental issues. The 

ECOSOC is one of the most active and important organ of the United Nations responsible for economic and 

social matters. It is composed of 54 members, elected by the General Assembly for 3 years, in a phased manner 

(Art. 61). Each member has one vote and decisions of the Council are made by a simple majority of the members 

present and voting (Art. 67). Any member of the United Nations can participate, without vote, in its deliberations 

on any matter of particular concern to that Member (Art. 69). The representatives of specialised agencies may 

similarly be represented in its meetings. 

                    The Council may make suitable arrangements for “consultation”, as opposed to “representation” for 

specialised agencies, with non- governmental organisations (NGOs) concerned with matters within the Council’s 

competence (Art. 71). This organ provides the world's premier forum for reflection and discussion for the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 
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 Trust Council- It was established under Chapter 13 of the Charter of the United Nations.  The Trust Council 

performs the task of supervising the 11 Trust Territories, as well as the task of raising funds for all the work of 

the United Nations. 

 

International Court of Justice 

                   It is the main judicial organ of the United Nations, whose main function is to settle legal disputes 

between different countries.  It is the only one in all the six organs of the United Nations, whose headquarters is 

not in New York but in The Hague city of Netherlands. 

 

Secretariat  

                 Under the Secretariat, there are thousands of international level employees including the Secretary 

General.  Which governs the General Assembly and other organs of the United Nations.  The Secretary-General 

of the United Nations is the chief administrative officer of this organization, who is elected by the General 

Assembly on the recommendation of the Security Council. 

 

SOME OF THE MAJOR ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

                   There are many organizations associated with the United Nations, are playing their role in making 

the world aware of different issues- 

 UNICEF (United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund) - This organization is fighting daily for 

the rights of children so that the rights of children can be protected. 

 UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization)- The United Nations is working 

to preserve the cultural, social and world heritage of all countries.  This organization works to preserve and 

handle the cultural of the world. 

 There are many issues where the United Nations has vigorously raised social and economic development.  This 

organization, through its Mexico conference, talked about the rights of almost half of the world's population i.e. 

women. 

 Similarly, many organizations like United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and 

UNDP(United Nations development program) have helped developing countries in matters of trade and 

development and try to improve the environment. 

These agencies have specific objects towards which their activities are directed. Thus, the IBRD(International 

Bank for Reconstruction and Development), IFC(International Finance Corporation), IDA(International 

Development Association) and IMF(International Monetary Fund) are engaged in the economic development 

and reconstruction of the territories, consultation and collaboration in the monetary matters. The FAO(Food and 

Agriculture Organization)is concerned with the improving of the living standards and the nutrition of peoples. 

The developments in the areas of education, culture and science are the domain of the UNESCO(United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization). Public health of the people is the concern of the WHO(World 
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Health Organization). The agencies like UPU (Universal Postal Union),IMO(International Maritime 

Organization),ITU(International Telecommunication Union),WIPO (World Intellectual Property Organization), 

ICAO(International Civil Aviation Organization), WMO(World Meteorological Organization), UNIDO(United 

Nations Industrial Development Organization) and the like perform different varieties of functions as indicated 

in their titles, and their powers are limited by their constitutions. Their plenary organ, where all the members are 

represented, usually consists of members States elected according to a set procedure. The voting pattern of the 

United Nations, i.e., each member has one vote, is normally followed except in financial institutions where 

weighted voting is observed, which is based on the member’s contribution towards the organisation’s capital. 

                   So till now we know what is the United Nations and why it was created.  In such a situation, if the 

question is on its relevance, then only information about the formation of the United Nations will not be enough.  

We also need to know what has been its cooperation at the world level since the formation of the United Nations 

and what has been the reason that raises questions about its existence. 

 

ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

                   The role of this global forum for peace and security remains as relevant today as it was at the time 

of its creation.  Which we can understand on the following grounds- 

 

 For the disarmament- To prevent UN disarmament and nuclear war seems equally important even today. If 

we look, we can see that the United Nations is very aware of nuclear action in the world. 

 In relation to health - an organization of the United Nations, this has given a large amount of support during 

the corona epidemic.  Whether this cooperation is at the level of providing information related to Corona or in 

relation to vaccination.  This organization helps in providing money to many poor countries.  There is no such 

organization in the world which is providing money or assistance on such a large scale for health.  Not only this, 

many countries have got rid of this disease on the basis of the support given by this organization for the menace 

of small pox. 

 

 Regarding the environment - If we talk about the most burning issue of the current era, then it is to find 

solutions to environmental problems.  Continuous climate change has caused havoc all over the world.  

Somewhere the melting of glaciers is giving rise to disasters like floods and somewhere the problem of drought 

and starvation is increasing due to the continuous increase in temperature.  The organization that is most helpful 

in dealing with such a situation is somewhere connected with the United Nations.  The assistance provided to 

the countries most vulnerable to such threats is also provided by the United Nations and its affiliated 

organization.  is trying.  This environment comes in front of many conventions and agreements related to climate 

change.  So that all countries can contribute their cooperation in dealing with these problems at the global level.  

All these agreements are made to paramount sustainable development so that everyone in the world can have 

http://www.ijrti.org/


© 2022 IJNRD | Volume 7, Issue 7 July 2022 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

IJNRD2207170 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  

 

1522 

access to food, clean water, education and equality and there can be no division between countries. The United 

Nations tries to bridge the gap between developed and developing nations. 

 

 With regard to Human Rights- The United Nations has registered its presence in many human rights related 

issues such as the refugee problem.  This institution has also played a major role in preventing civil war between 

different countries and against apartheid policies.  An example of this can be seen in the conduct of the 

investigation into the war in Sri Lanka.  The United Nations is an organization of any peninsula between the 

countries or helps in the resolution of disputes within the countries. 

 

Achievement of stopping the Third World War - As far as the achievement of the United Nations is concerned, 

the creation of the United Nations has stopped the Third World War so far.  In the 40- 50 years since the 

beginning of the 19th century, the whole world had suffered two major world wars, in more than 70 years since 

the establishment of the United Nations, such possibilities have been reduced. 

 

FAILURE OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

                   All the cooperation mentioned here shows that the United Nations has worked tirelessly to ensure 

peace, security and justice, but in spite of all this, what are the reasons due to which the institution is going to 

offer global security and peace ie  That the United Nations is under question.  Now we will try to understand 

about the challenges facing the United Nations at present.  Due to which the United Nations has been put in this 

dock. 

 

Failure in relation to the corona epidemic - During the outbreak of the corona epidemic, it was seen that the 

United Nations has almost failed to fulfil its responsibility.  There have also been situations where a large amount 

of information given about Corona has been proved to be wrong.  Despite being an organization like the World 

Health Organization, the whole world has been badly affected by this epidemic.  Despite being such a big and 

powerful institution, it is not able to estimate it clearly. There are many situations in which such a situation of 

the United Nations is seen. 

 

Failure to establish peace in the world- The unrest in Afghanistan makes it clear that the United Nations has 

failed somewhere.  We were captured by the Taliban all over the country on sight.  Here once again the problem 

of protecting human rights has arisen.  Watch the serial Shankar and the United Nations in the Iran crisis has 

appeared almost calm. 

 

Abuse of Veto Power- Some such questions are also raised regarding power.  America, Britain, France, China, 

Russia are included.  It has been seen many times that they use veto power on the issues to which these countries 

are interested, that is, veto power is used according to their needs.  These permanent members of the Security 

http://www.ijrti.org/


© 2022 IJNRD | Volume 7, Issue 7 July 2022 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

IJNRD2207170 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  

 

1523 

Council have seen frequent abuses of veto power.  There is also a question before the United Nations that till 

date this institution has not been able to solve the disputes of Uyghur Muslims. The question also arises that the 

Israel-Palestine dispute with this institution has not been resolved till date.  It appears that powerful countries 

have weakened the League of Saints. 

 

                   The recent live example of Russia's invasion of Ukraine makes it clear that the United Nations 

Organization is failing somewhere. 

It has often been seen that despite the promise of disarmament, many member states of the United Nations are 

continuously increasing their military, weapons stature. 

REFORM PROPOSAL OF UNITED NATIONS 

                   The United Nations may at a glance today appear to us to be going towards failure, but today its 

relevance is the same as it was before.  Instead of abolishing this institution, some fundamental changes should 

be made in it. 

⮚ The need for its own peacekeeping force of the United Nations - The United Nations depends on 

various peacekeeping forces of the world to establish peace.  Due to which its dependence on powerful 

countries increases, a similar case comes to the fore in relation to finance, that is, the more the country 

that provides the funds of the United Nations, the more affected the decisions of the United Nations are 

visible.  In such a situation, the United Nations itself needs to create a peacekeeping force.  Although at 

the time of the formation of the United Nations, it was said to create a peacekeeping force, which till date 

remained buried in paper, but now it has become very necessary to bring it into effect. 

 

⮚ Need for Separation of Power - Another problem before the United Nations is that of separation of 

powers. Where the veto power should be according to the population of the member country.  That is, if 

the population of Asia is more in the world, then the representation for a permanent member in the United 

Nations should also be more. 

 

⮚ Permanent Membership of India in the United Nations - The demand for India's permanent 

membership in the United Nations is considered justified on the basis of population. The United Nations 

should also stop the trade war between the United States and China because developing countries Such 

situations of China are constantly in discussion and it is increasing its expansionist attitude. 

 

⮚ In such a situation, the United Nations needs to adopt new policies to deal with disputes and problems. 

If we talk recently, after the research done, the need for a technical expert in the UN has been said as well 

as  It has been said that there is a need to increase the participation of the Young Generation in the United 

Nations. 
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⮚ To deal with the problem of terrorism, the biggest issue before the United Nations is terrorism, for which 

concrete steps need to be taken by setting a definite definition. It is the responsibility of institutions like 

the United Nations to deal with the increasing terrorism in the world.  There should be a clear policy. 

 

⮚ The primary objective of the United Nations should be to bring the whole world together on problems 

like climate change. 

 

⮚ The United Nations has to focus on solving the refugee problem as soon as possible because it is giving 

rise to a large number of new problems.  Be careful The refugee crisis has put the whole world in trouble, 

due to which the pressure on the resources of many countries is increasing.  Due to which the situation 

of separatism and non-partisan struggle is being created.  The issue of Uyghur Muslim living in China 

which needs to be resolved at the earliest. 

 

                     Apart from this, many such issues have come to the fore where the United Nations needs to ensure 

more transparency and accountability. In such a situation, we can say that the United Nations also needs reform 

instead of abolishing it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONCLUSTON 

The United Nations is still relevant to the present scenario but is some need to be reforms. UNSC should be 

reformed to suit the present time. For the better transparency and information sharing can make the UN a much 

more effective organisation. From the above article, it could be presumed that the United Nations is as significant 

in right now as it was exactly when it was laid out. It is the main association to have all inclusive enrolment. 

quite a while back UN was made with a dream to make the world a preferred spot over what was before it (UN) 

was laid out. We would rather not face a daily reality such that tactical limit is the main method of insurance 

against hostility. Countries all over the planet need an association that is committed to the overall agreement and 

prosperity of individuals and where significant worldwide worries can be examined. In any case, there are 

monetary, social, orientation imbalance, destitution and a lot more moves on the planet that should be tended to 

with the end goal of global collaboration which is vital. 
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        The UN since its origin is effectively working in such manner for keeping up with harmony, guaranteeing 

improvement, and participation among countries and has concocted different drives to forestall struggle. From 

numerous years contentions censuring the philosophy, strategy, and organization are being raised. Instead of 

scrutinizing the presence of the United Nations, the emphasis ought to be on the arrangement of worldwide 

issues. Presumably, United Nations is especially pertinent and thus, it has been appropriately said that "on the 

off chance that the United Nations didn't exist, then we would need to develop it, so why not utilize our scientific 

tool stash to fix it". 
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