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Abstract 

In the present study, the investigator explored the attitude and academic achievement of the students towards 

languages (Sanskrit, Hindi and English). Language refers to the cognitive faculty that enables humans to learn 

and use systems of complex communication. Their attitude and thinking towards language learning create 

hurdles which obstruct them from knowing about a new language. It is important for all the language teachers 

to understand and guide the students to achieve something in their language competence. The main aim of 

education is to modify the behavior of a child according to the needs and expectancy of the society. Behaviour 

is composed of many attributes. One of these important attribute is attitude. The entire personality and 

development of a child is influenced by the nature of his attitudes. The findings of the study revealed that 

attitude of the private students is quite low towards learning Sanskrit language whereas government students 

are more comfortable in learning Sanskrit and they find difficulty in Hindi and English languages.   

 

 

Introduction 

Language is a system through which one can communicate and express himself to others. It is the only mean 

encouraging the social member of the society to communicate and forward the information. Language refers to 

the cognitive faculty that enables humans to learn and use systems of complex communication. In a country 

like India, people with different diversities, perception, attitudes, languages and beliefs reside. They have 

differences in their communication pattern and some time they feel shy when they have to keep their opinions 

in an open world. They may believe that they can only know one language at a time. They may feel that the 

national language is the best language for expressing. Their attitude and thinking towards language learning 

create hurdles which obstruct them from knowing about a new language. It is important for all the language 

teachers to understand and guide the students to achieve something in their language competence. It is 

necessary to explain the students to overcome their anxiety towards language acquisition. Among the various 

subjects it is better to develop the inquisitiveness towards language in them, from which the need will elicit 

optimistic attitude in them. In the present research, the researchers want to study the attitude of the students 

towards language learning as attitude is that aspect of one’s personality which encourages them to the most to 

adopt a new learning in their mental growth.  
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Attitude 

The main aim of education is to modify the behaviour of a child according to the needs and expectancy of the 

society. Behaviour is composed of many attributes. One of these important attribute is attitude. The entire 

personality and development of a child is influenced by the nature of his attitudes. Learning of a language and 

acquisition of learning habits and other psychological dispositions are affected by his attitudes. Attitude is the 

key element promoting a new feeling in the learner to get acquainted with the languages. It shows the readiness 

of the learner to learn something new and become successful in that. Allport, “An attitude is a mental and 

neutral state of readiness, organized through experience, exerting a directive or dynamic influence upon the 

individual’s response to all objects and situations with which it is related.” N.L. Munn, “Attitudes are learned 

predispositions towards aspects of our environment. They may be positively or negatively directed towards 

certain people, service or institution.” 

Attitude towards Language 

Attitude towards languages is the inferences about people from the way they talk. People have attitudes about 

language in general, their language, and the language of other people. Attitude towards language is 

demonstrated through actual behaviour of the learner. The attitude which speakers of different languages or 

language varieties have towards each other’s languages or to their own language. Expressions of positive or 

negative feelings towards a language may reflect impressions of linguistic difficulty or simplicity, ease or 

difficulty of learning. Attitude towards a language may also show what people feel about the speakers of that 

language. 

Academic Achievement 

It becomes necessary to measure and evaluate the continuously progressing abilities so as to motivate children 

further on the path of progress. The quantity of knowledge that students have obtained in a given period, the 

extent to which they have transferred this knowledge to real life situation etc. are elements evaluated through 

achievement tests. Educational process and the process of measuring achievement through tests are not new. 

Even today, achievement tests determine the progress of students. His quality and quality of achievement 

expresses his progress. In the school we train students to acquire and absorb new knowledge and hope that 

students will be able to attain the goals of education through this acquisition of knowledge. Academic 

development of the pupil is the primary concern is the most important goal of education. Not that other aspect 

of educational objectives are to be ignored but the fact remains that academic achievement is the unique 

responsibility of all educational institutions established by the society to promote a wholesome scholastic 

development of learners (Saini, 2010). refers to the scholastic achievement of the pupils at the end of an 

educational programme or the competence they actually show in the school subjects in which they have 

received instruction. Achievement is the accomplishment or acquired proficiency in the performance of an 

individual with respect to a given knowledge or skill. Thus, achievement is the glittering crown which reflects 

a sense of sincerity, candidness and perseverance on the part of the achievers. 

 All the human beings are not alike and perform variously on a similar test. There are several factors like 

interest, attitude, desired knowledge and skill which count toward this difference. The very question as to what 

factors promote academic achievement in students has exhorted educational researches.  

Objectives of the Study 

 To study the attitude of government secondary school students towards Languages. 

 To study the attitude of private secondary school students towards Languages. 

 To study the attitude of government and private secondary school students towards Languages. 

 To study the academic achievement of government secondary school students towards Languages. 

 To study the academic achievement of private secondary school students towards Languages. 
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 To study the academic achievement of government and private secondary school students towards 

Languages. 

 To compare the attitude and academic achievement of government and private secondary school 

students towards Languages. 

 

Hypotheses of the study  

 There exists no significant difference in the attitude of government secondary school students towards 

Languages. 

 There exists no significant difference in the attitude of private secondary school students towards 

Languages. 

 There exists no significant difference in the attitude of government and private secondary school 

students towards Languages. 

 There exists no significant difference in the academic achievement of government secondary school 

students towards Languages. 

 There exists no significant difference in the academic achievement of private secondary school students 

towards Languages. 

 There exists no significant difference in the academic achievement of government and private 

secondary school students towards Languages. 

 There exists no significant difference in the attitude and academic achievement of government and 

private secondary school students towards Languages. 

 

Research Design and Methodology 

 Variables- Attitude and Academic Achievement 

 Method- Descriptive Survey Method was used. 

 Sample- In the present study, a sample of 400 secondary school students from government and private 

schools of NCR was taken. 

 

Results and Findings 

On the basis of objectives, hypotheses and data collection following results are obtained.   

Ho1:  

Source  SS DF MS F 

Between 1466.34 2 733.17  

8.238 Within 26431.66 297 88.9955 

Total  27898 299  

 

The f-ratio value is 8.238. The p-value is .00033. The result is significant at p < .05. 

Ho2: 

Source  SS DF MS F 

Between 18283.806 2 9141.9033  

66.414 Within 40881.54 297 137.6483 

Total  59165.3467 299  

 

The f-ratio value is 66.414. The p-value is < .00001. The result is significant at p < .05. 
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Ho3:   

Group Mean Sd T 

Govt Skt 

Pvt Skt 

100.68 8.49 8.98 

88.23 11.87 

Govt Hindi 

Pvt Hindi 

104.13 9.20 5.43 

110.27 10.25 

Govt Eng 

Pvt English 

98.79 10.49 9.03 

110.89 9.22 

 

The table shows that there is significant difference in the attitude of the students towards languages. Students 

of government schools are more prone towards learning Sanskrit whereas private students showed less interest 

in it. Private students are more prone towards learning Hindi and English language. Government school 

students feel difficulty in learning English language so they do not take initiatives in it.  

Ho4:   

Source  SS DF MS F 

Between 102.5067 2 51.2533  

14.508 Within 1049.16 297 3.5325 

Total  1151.6667 299  

 

The f-ratio value is 14.508. The p-value is < .00001. The result is significant at p < .05. 

Ho5:   

Source  SS DF MS F 

Between 786.0067 2 393.0033  

73.475 Within 1588.59 297 5.3488 

Total  2374.5967 299  

 

The f-ratio value is 73.47521. The p-value is < .00001. The result is significant at p < .05. 

 

Ho6: 

Group Mean Sd T 

Govt Skt 

Priv Skt 

11.34 1.99 5.16 

10.05 1.55 

Govt Hindi 

Priv Hindi  

12.58 1.83 6.54 

14.56 2.11 

Govt Eng 

Priv English  

12.58 1.79 9.80 

15.30 2.22 

 

The table shows that there is significant difference in the academic achievement of government and private 

school students. Government school students showed more academic growth in Sanskrit language than private 

students. Whereas private students were found more comfortable in Hindi and English language than 

government school students.  
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Ho7: 

Achievement/ 

Attitude 

High  Average 

High 77 (3.65) 187 (2.08) 

Average 213 (1.8) 323 (1.02) 

 

The chi-square statistic is 8.5549. The p-value is .003446. This result is significant at p < .05. 

Ho8: 

Achievement/ 

Attitude 

High  Average 

High 211 (0.05) 149 (0.06) 

Average 251 (0.04) 189 (0.05) 

 

The chi-square statistic is 0.1989. The p-value is .655594. This result is not significant at p < .05. 

Ho9: 

Achievement/ 

Attitude 

High  Average 

High 216 (0.1) 138 (0.14) 

Average 262 (0.08) 184 (0.11) 

The chi-square statistic is 0.4238. The p-value is .515041. This result is not significant at p < .05. 

On the basis of the tables it can be concluded that there exists significant difference in the attitude and 

academic achievement of the government and private students in Sanskrit language. A non-significant 

difference was found in the attitude and academic achievement towards English and Hindi languages. As 

government students find difficulty in learning English language that is why their attitude is not positive 

towards it which also affect their academic achievement.   

Conclusion  

It can be concluded from the present study that Attitude is one of the key elements for learning any language. 

Attitude can be changed leading to external and internal personality factors of a person, so this is an attempt to 

study the students’ attitude and academic achievement on the basis of which some ground-breaking method 

can be put into practice for those students who feels difficulty in learning Sanskrit or English Language. It is 

also showed with the help of data analysis and interpretation that some students have negative attitude towards 

learning any language which they seek hard enough to learn.  
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