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FAKE NEWS: CURSE TO SOCIETY 
JADHAV SATEJ ABHAY 

ABSTRACT: 

Social network platforms are optimizing spread of information due to their low cost, simplicity of 

use, and habit-spreading capabilities. However, this transformation in the way information is 

disseminated has resulted in the emergence of something that has always existed alongside 

actual news: fake news. Because fake news is so easily available, it has a detrimental impact on 

society, people's/reputation, anything is, and the present generation. Recent contributions in this 

field have addressed a variety of related concerns, including spreading behavior, strategies for 

disseminating disagreement, and false news detection algorithms. Despite the expansion of this 

sort of research, it might be challenging for a researcher to discover the most recent works on 

fake news identification. In this paper we will learn about how fake news is affection the behavior 

of society and due to its easy access affecting the current generation. 

INTRODUCTION: 

False information that is presented as news is referred to as fake news. Fake news is usually 

created with the intent to damage someone or something's reputation or to make money off 

advertising. Although false news has existed throughout history, the phrase "fake news" originally 

used in the 1890s, when dramatic newspaper reports were widespread. Nonetheless, the phrase 

has no set definition and has been used to refer to any sort of incorrect information public figures 

have also used it to describe any undesirable news. Furthermore, disinformation is the 

dissemination of false information with malicious purpose, and it is occasionally manufactured 

and circulated by hostile foreign parties, particularly during defining events. According to several 

definitions, fake news comprises articles with sensationalist or clickbait headlines that are not 

supported by the text as well as amusing pieces that are mistaken for legitimate news. Academics 

are starting to utilize the term "information disorder" as a more objective and enlightening phrase 

due to the diversity of fake news. 
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HOW FAKE NEWS SPREADS? 

This study built a meta-framework based on the studies on Fake News (FN), social media (SM), and 
social acceptability. Each of these points of view, represented in the meta-framework by circles, 
speaks to the elements that go into the theoretical formulation of the clusters. The meta-framework 
that examines the connections between their associations is built on the constructions that emerge 
from each perspective. The notations that are used to denote the connections are expanded upon 
in this study. These perspectives combine the three described rings to provide a fresh theoretical 
framework, as past studies have shown that there are many ways to approach occurrences. The 
epidemiological model was selected as a suitable theory for this study's examination of the meta-
framework views. It applied the conceptual framework of the disease triangle. The disease triangle 
was developed by George McNew in the 1960s to help researchers better understand the pathology 
and epidemiology of plant diseases. According to this paradigm, the environment, the infectious 
pathogen that spreads the virus, bacterium, or other microorganisms, and the host are essential for 
a disease to develop. In this study, FN is referred to as a "infectious virus" since it is an epidemic 
made up of several false news subtypes. According to Scholthof, the environment affects whether 
the condition can be controlled.; here, as shown in Fig. 1, SM is envisioned as the habitat, with 
readers, people, and society serving as the hosts. 

 
                           FIG.1 

                  FAKE NEWS TRIANGLE                           

http://www.ijnrd.org/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10796-022-10242-z#Fig1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10796-022-10242-z/figures/1
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Source: https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10796-022-10242-z/figures/1 

Structure is a habitat for FN cascade in SM. By resharing news or information with a specific audience, 
the SM structure aims to produce content that garners millions of views. Social media corporations’ 
profit from increased revenue when content is shared and spreads like wildfire throughout society. 
The foundation of the SM structure is an algorithm-based contents ranking system that was 
developed combining data management techniques, importance levelling, and algorithm ranking 
methodologies. Information and news are ranked in a systematic manner that connects to create a 
natural distribution by connecting SM nodes. Each node in the network is given a unique code 
through an iterative weighing procedure in the SM ranking technique, and these weights are 
determined based on the content structure of the SM node. As a setting for infectious materials like 
FN, SM contains communication tools like websites, mobile apps, and platforms that encourage 
connections between people with like-minded interests. Therefore, the applicability of SM to various 
aspects of life is crucial for users, public policy, and the economy. 

The World Health Organization's (WHO) Director-General Tedros Ghebreyesus made a similar point 
in February 2020 at a foreign policy and security expert session hosted in Germany. An "infodemic" 
is developing, according to Tedros, while the world struggles with the Covid-19 virus because FN 
"spreads quicker and more" than Covid-19. An infodemic might hinder the effectiveness of a public 
health response and foster societal mistrust given the quick transmission of FN. 

As can be observed in Fig. 1, hosts interact with people who have like interests in their SM groups or 
forums, bringing in additional believers as a result. These communities will continue to thrive as 
excellent social networks proliferate. With the use of SM platforms, organizations today with related 
goals may be created, enhancing social learning, and opening new opportunities. One of the 
objectives of these methods and networks is to suppress people who are viewed as outsiders and 
who could discover or make their ideas and opinions public as soon as possible. 

Keywords: FN: Fake News , SM: Social media 

HOW FAKE NEWS AFFECT THE SOCIETY? 

Many of us recently came across widely shared information on social media concerning the notice 
of the lockdown extension for COVID-19, which turned out to be an April Fool's hoax. Of course, this 
is a form of fake news that has good intentions. Nowadays, individuals rarely wait for the morning 
newspaper to begin their days since information technology has advanced to such an extent. Social 
media today dominates our psyche and has permeated every aspect of our daily lives. As a result, 
internet portals are rapidly replacing conventional print media. This gives readers the chance to stay 
informed with the press of a mouse. There is also the propagation of false information. With the 
growth of social media, particularly Facebook, What's App, Twitter, and News Feed, there has been 
a dramatic spike in false news globally. In some cases, fake news even impacts traditional media. 

It has been around for a very long period, from the past to the present. A fascinating six-part series 
of stories on the discovery of life on the moon appeared in The Sun, a well-known New York 
newspaper, in 1835. They even issued a lithograph of the "ruby amphitheatre" from the hoax. And 
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as a result, the weekly's readership had significantly increased. There are several further news stories 
that are regarded as hoaxes or propaganda. Numerous ideas are put up to support and refute it, 
including the Apollo 11 lunar landing that NASA claimed to have carried out in 1969. 

The purpose and motivation behind the false information are crucial. It is also referred to as news 
satire when the news seems to be exaggerating untrue information utilised to entertain the public. 
They are not at all hazardous, though. Propaganda, false information, and fake news all pose a threat 
to society because they may divide people's opinions on important issues and undermine many 
necessary social institutions. The terms disinformation, propaganda, and false news overlap and are 
used interchangeably. Intentionally or accidentally, they are used to spread false information in order 
to further a certain cause, which might range from a moral to a political one. 

These include false information that is purposefully spread to cause harm, false information that is 
intentionally spread to cause harm, and misinformation that is actively spread to cause injury. 
Although they are not new, they have entered a new phase of existence as a result of the widespread 
use of cutting-edge communication and information technology devices. Thanks to social media 
technologies, news now spreads quickly and becomes viral. As many people increasingly rely on 
social media for news, it is crucial to understand how it will affect society in order to avert negative 
repercussions. As most of the younger generation spends most of their time using social media and 
the internet to research topics and for entertainment, they are susceptible to propaganda, false 
information, and fake news. 

Fake news: In 2019, Oxford Dictionary adopted the phrase, and usage grew by 365% between 2016 
and 2017 alone. The 2016 presidential election campaign of Donald Trump is when fake news 
becomes most prevalent. Since then, a great deal of false information has circulated over social 
media to obscure different political concerns as well as pandemic preparations and management. 
Propaganda and fake news are widely used by political parties in India during the general election of 
2019. Again, fake news of various types was widely spread on social media during the CAA 
demonstrations and in connection with the Kashmir crises to confuse people and disrupt social 
cohesion. News about the implantation of a nano-GPS device in 2000-rupee currency notes to 
monitor black money circulated during the demonetization of Indian banknotes and was even shown 
on well-known news networks. This is bogus news, and a similar kind is spread through internet 
platforms to boost TV networks' TRP. A renowned TV channel has recently been under fire for 
manipulating TRP and misleading the people by broadcasting news that is motivational. Like this, 
there is a lot of bought news during the election to gain popularity, advance the political parties' 
agendas for their own gain, and confuse the general public. There is a lot of fake news that is widely 
disseminated in a variety of media, from social media to other types of news media, and it even 
misleads and deceives young people into accepting jobs and other opportunities by using false 
adverts that need them to pay a specific amount of money. 

Because everyone today has the freedom to use the media whatever they like, social media has 
become the breeding ground for fake and misleading news. Today, everyone is an editor and 
everyone can post news. This is the actual situation. Therefore, one should confirm the news before 
trusting it and spreading it, to see if it comes from a reputable, identified source. A critical mentality 
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must be developed for articles since false news frequently omits context and neglects to consider 
how one particular group or individual is represented. If not relevant, it is necessary to double-check 
the photographs published on Google reverse. It is important to consider the veracity of the news 
we hear. 

To stop the propagation of such bogus news on social media platforms like WhatsApp, Facebook, 
Twitter, etc., measures have been established to warn the public about the fake news, etc., and even 
to deactivate the account. The government has also made attempts to inform the public of such 
news through educating schoolchildren and the general public. The Department of Information and 
Broadcasting has established a law called FACT (Find, Assess, Create, and Target) to combat the 
spread of false information on social media and other online sources. The government's Arogya Setu 
app has assisted the public in getting the appropriate information when they need it and avoiding 
stressful circumstances brought on by false information. The government's timely and excellent 
action came during the Covid-19 outbreak. 

What are different kinds of fake news? 

1. Humor or satire ("No intent to harm, but may deceive") 

2. Broken links (if the content is not supported by headings, images, or captions) 

 

3. Wrong context ("when real content is shared with wrong discourse information") 

Four. False content ("where the real source is imitated by a forged source") 

5. Manipulated material (actual information or images are altered to appear false, such as "falsified" photos); 

6. Manufactured Materials (NEW MATERIALS ARE COMPLETELY FRAUD AND INTENDED TO DAMAGES OR DECEIVE) 

identification 

According to academic library guides, some specific aspects of fake news can help identify fake news and prevent undue 

stigma. These include: 

Clickbait, propaganda, satire/parody, sloppy journalism, misleading headlines, manipulation, rumors, misinformation, 

media bias, audience bias, content farms. 

Launched in 2015, the Worldwide Fact-Checking Network (IFCN) facilitates international joint fact-checking initiatives, 

provides training, and publishes code of policies. In 2017, we introduced a review and application process for media 

outlets. Independent non-profit media journal The Conversation, one of IFCN's verified signatories, has created a short 

animation outlining the fact-checking process. The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) 

has published summaries in the form of charts to help consumers spot fake news. These are important ideas. 

1. Investigate the source (to understand its mission and purpose) 

2. Beyond headlines (to get the full story) 

3. Look up the author (to see if it's authentic and trustworthy) 

4. Evaluate the citation (to make sure the citation supports your claim) 
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5. Check the release date (to make sure the story is relevant and timely) 

6. Ask if it's a joke (to determine if it's satire) 

7. Examine personal biases (to see if they influence your judgment) 

Eighth. Consult an expert (to obtain confirmation from knowledgeable independent people). 

In her 2017-2018 school year, a Taiwanese child will begin learning a new curriculum that teaches her to critically read 

propaganda and evaluate sources. Entitled "Media Competence", the course teaches the lessons of journalism in the 

modern information society. 

ELEMENTARY SOLUTIONS: 

Individual resistance 

People should confront false information when they see it in online blogs, even if just briefly, in order to stop it from 

festering and spreading. A lot of other bloggers might read a contentious answer, even though the person being responded 

to is probably reluctant to change. 

 Regulation of social media 

Internet companies whose reputation is in jeopardy have developed new tactics to limit misleading news and reduce the 

financial incentives for its dissemination. It's reasonable to fault social media companies for showing consumers content 

they'll like based on previous viewing habits. As a detrimental side effect, users' confirmation bias is raised, which 

promotes the acceptance of incorrect information. To decrease this prejudice, social media, notably Facebook and Twitter, 

and internet search engines, particularly Google, require improved self-regulation and legally mandated supervision. 

These online enterprises frequently combine human fact-checking with robotic artificial intelligence to discover news that 

may be problematic (machine learning, natural language processing and network analysis). IT corporations have employed 

two main counterstrategies. Two fundamental counterstrategies have been used by IT companies: down-ranking fake 

news and warning messages. 

In the first technique, problematic content is pushed down by the search algorithm, for example to the second or later 

pages of a Google search, so that users are less likely to encounter it (most users just scan the first page of search results). 

However, there are two problems. One is that there are nuances and fact-checkers regularly disagree on how to organize 

the information in computer training sets, which increases the likelihood of false positives and unjustified suppression. 

Furthermore, false information regularly undergoes rapid alteration, raising the possibility that later versions of 

disinformation markers would be ineffective. 

The second tactic comprises adding warnings to content that expert’s fact-checkers have found to be inaccurate. There is 

a lot of data to support the idea that corrections and advisories do cut down on sharing and misconceptions. Although 

there was some preliminary indication that fact-checking can have unintended repercussions, more recent research has 

shown that these effects are exceedingly rare. Professional fact-checking is not easily scalable, which is a serious problem 

because it may take a lot of time and effort to adequately investigate every given complaint. As a result, many false 

statements—if not the majority—go undetected. A warning might also come after the peak viral spreading stage because 

the process is slow. In addition, cautions are frequently only included in news items that are patently false. 

A third tactic is to prioritize reputable sources like Wikipedia, scientific communication periodicals, and mainstream media 

(like The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal) (for example, Scientific American and The Conversation). However, 

this approach has had mixed outcomes because even on these sites, hyper partisan discussion and confirmation bias may 

be prevalent (the media has both news and opinion pages). Additionally, certain factions of the society actively reject any 

criticism from scientists. 
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A fourth tactic may be to specifically target or block the so-called "super-spreaders" of false information. 

In the future, I will try to extend this research and come up with some great solutions that will be helpful for betterment 

of society. 

CONCLUSION: 

In this day of electronic communication, we cannot ignore the internet and social media since there is so much information 

at our fingers. Government control and strict rules are required to stop misleading news. Social media and online news 

sources are unavoidable; they have a big impact on society's education and direction in many different ways. Although we 

have seen the methods for dealing with false information mentioned above, we have also kept in mind the fact that false 

information cannot be totally eliminated, even after refutation. Although it is feasible to refute fake news, the "fake news 

factory" that is driven by political agendas will continue to fabricate false reports. 
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