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Abstract 

 

              Village is the soul of India, without which it can’t survive. While the urban population has 

dramatically increased over the last couple of decades, the rural life is central to India’s existence and 

identity. Gandhi ji said “India lives in villages; if villages perish, India will perish too. It is true that the real 

India consists of villages; 78 percent (2011census of India) of the country’s population are village dwellers. 

So it’s important to know that for social scientists in India, the village has been more than just an important 

fact about the world. Since the colonial times, the nature of the Indian village has been the subject of 

numerous investigations carried out by both scholars and administrator’s .As an institution, the village has 

been steeped deep in antiquarian. In the Indian context, the references to the village are as antiquarian as the 

Dharmashastras. The present study is based on the structural change in Indian villages. Government records 

and previous studies have been used for the present study. All the data collected from secondary data. 
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Introduction 

            Indian economy is mostly dependent on agriculture. Social scientists have written much on the 

Indian village. Simsey writes: “The word village is used generally for the inhabitants of agriculturals” 

(qtd.in Indian Society and Culture, 6.1) Indian villages have some special features which make them 

different from other villages of the world. A dominant agrarian economy, open spaces, separate household 

units with some cattle or goats around them, a place of harmony and belonging, a sense of protection 

towards the vulnerable, an emotional bonding, various blood relation breathe and live together, a shared 

community life etc. are some features that describe the true Indian village. Although the caste division, the 

economic exploitation, lack of education, the gender segregation etc. are also reflected in rural India. Apart 

from these things, the Indian village is still a very liveable world, meaningful and vibrant where the 

villagers have a strong sense of belonging and represent a rootedness.Today as result of modernization 

many changes are also being reflected in the rural social structure, with the passing of time these changes 

are showing the village in a new form. 

  

http://www.ijnrd.org/
mailto:devprem2002@gmail.com


© 2022 IJNRD | Volume 7, Issue 10 October 2022 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG  
 

IJNRD2210076 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  

 

a607 

Change in Village structure 

The whole Indian social life revolves around the rural life. Rural life has great history, customs and 

traditions. In Rigveda, we find the description of villages. In Balmiki Ramayana and Mahabharata, there are 

two types of villages: small sized villages called ‘Ghosh’ and bigger village called ‘Gramik’. The officer 

who supervised the work of 10 Gramiks was called ‘Dasi’. The chief of 20 villages was known as ‘Visamti’ 

and of 100 villages was known as ‘Shati’ and of 1000 villages was known as ‘Gramdhipati’. We find a 

detailed description of the village from sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries by Habib (1999) in his book on 

the agrarian system of Mughal India. The outlook towards villages has changed by the passing of time. we 

can define a village as a small assemblage of houses in the country less than a town or a city.  Peake defines 

a village in detail: The village community consists of a group of related or unrelated persons larger than a 

single family, occupying a large house or a number of dwellings placed close together, sometimes 

irregularly, sometimes in a street and cultivating originally in common a number of arable lands dividing in 

the available meadowland between them and pasturing their cattle on the surrounding wasteland over which 

the community claims rights as far as the boundries of adjacent communities (qtd.in Indian Society and 

Culture, 6.1).Ogburn and Nimkoff believe that the villages grew in three stages. The first stage was the 

stage of hunting and collecting fruits and roots. The second stage of society was pastoral stage. In this stage 

man began to tame animals rather than hunt them. The third stage of society was agricultural life.In the 

Buddha period, a village was a group of 1000 families which was the basis of social and cultural life. In the 

Maurya period, villages got more strength. Kautilya advised that a king should establish villages throughout 

the kingdom by inviting outsiders, even people from foreign countries to reside there or by shifting some of 

the people from over populated areas, offering them grains, cattle and money and even making provision for 

purchasing onefourth of the grain produced by them. In this period villages were classified into three 

categories on the basis of their population-‘Jaistha’, ‘Madhyama’ and ‘Kanistha’. Mughal period gave 

selfsufficiency to the villages. ‘Jagirdari’ system was introduced. During Akbar’s period, it was changed 

into ‘Thekedari’. The British period gave a commercial look to the villages. Villages were brought nearer to 

the towns on account of the development of means of transport and communication. So, India has been a 

predominantly village society. The village has always had a special place in it. Different terms like ‘grama’, 

‘palli’, ‘kheta’, ‘ghosha’, ‘akara’, ‘samvaha’, ‘madamba’, etc. have been used for different types of villages. 

Of these, ‘grama’ is the most familiar for us.Today a lot of changes are visible in the structure of the 

villages,as in the past the villages were self-sufficient, today their situation is slowly changing and they are 

dependent on cities or other villages for their needs. 

Change in power structure of Villages 

 The power structure plays an important role in the growth and development of any nation. India is a country 

with high population lived in villages so it is more important to improve the power structure of villages. In 

the recent times change in the rural power structure has been brought about through the introduction of 

Panchayati Raj System which came into existence as a sequel to the Balwantrai Mehta Committee 

recommendation with twin objective of democratic decentralisation and local participation in the planned 

development programmes of the rural communities. Impact of different Panchayati Raj Acts has been seen 

in terms of increase in the lower castes' participation in the power politics. In the recent times change in the 

rural power structure has been brought about through the introduction of Panchayati Raj System which 

came into existence as a sequel to the Balwantrai Mehta Committee recommendation with twin objective of 

democratic decentralisation and local participation in the planned development programmes of the rural 

communities. Impact of different Panchayati Raj Acts has been seen in terms of increase in the lower castes' 

participation in the power politics.  Young skill and educated personnel having socio-political activities in 

the village level were becoming in the rural leadership. The traditional leaders were losing their base in 

leadership structure. On the other hand, the modern leaders with their young age, higher education, personal 
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qualities, political affiliation, and other traits were available to gain their ascendancy in the village power 

mechanism. 

Changes in Educational structure of Villages 

                            Education provides to the people an opportunity to receive something new to any society 

by replacing the traditional values of the society .It also brings to the society new ideas, fashion, dress, 

housing patterns, dietary system, use of new agricultural system etc. with the passage of time changing are 

taking place in the education system. The literacy rate in India has jumped from18.3% in 1951 to 77.7% 

(2017-18). In India, literacy among women was quite low. So women education was given top priority in 

National policy on Education. Primary education been free and compulsory .Midday meal has been started 

in schools since 1995 to check drop-out rate. Apart from this, special attention is being paid towards 

education in rural areas as well. Today the importance of education of both men and women is accepted in 

the society and girls are also being provided equal opportunities of education as boys. With the passage of 

time, the nature of education has changed a lot. Through modern education the motivation of the people 

may be changed. 

Changing Inter Cast relations 

Caste constitutes both a super-structure and a social reality rooted deep into the social and cultural milieu of 

Indian society. The accounts on social cultural history reveal that the perceived threat to their superior 

culture the Aryans framed certain rules which later got incorporated in the Hindu code law (Muller, 1963 

cited in Pimpley and Sharma, 1985: 15). . It may be noted that the most formidable social evil, which a 

society can have, has been the practice of untouchability, which was rationalized by way of justifications 

both historical and mythological. it emphasised that caste system and practice of untouchability basically 

developed on the basis of socio-economic and political inequalities and oppression (see Kosambi, 1971 ; 

Gupta, 1981 ; Thapar, 1966; Berreman, 1971). Gough (1963) argues that in the traditional societies castes 

status high or low was described on the basis of ritual status. But the ritual status was invariably was 

supported by wealth and political power.The beginning of change of whatever magnitude it might had been 

is attributed to the 'constitution' of India. The Preamble of which declared the idea of equality, justice, 

brotherhood and fraternity as the guiding values for the organisation of social life. One finds the said values 

violated by casteism and untouchability. Not only that even some of the legal enactments, like 

untouchability Offences Act 1955 (Act No.XXII of 1955), were introduced as the first direct step towards 

abolition of pracfice of untouchability and making this practice a cognisable offence and punishable under 

law. The section 12 of this act specifically lays down that where any such practice is committed against 

members of scheduled castes, it shall be presumed that the act was committed on the ground of 

'untouchability' unless it is proved to the contrary. Although the incidences of practice of untouchability can 

be observed especially in the rural areas yet, one can say it no longer exists as a general rule. With the 

passage of time, the shackles of the caste system have started to relax, untouchability has been considered a 

legal offense by the untouchability offenses Act.today there is no discrimination in the society against 

people of any particular caste. Although the caste system is still visible in a strong form in the village,but 

with the passage oif time , many changes in the caste system have also been displayed in the villages. 

Changing Conditions of women 

                    The women constitute almost one half of the human society. Their contribution to the 

development of human culture and civilization has been more than men especially when viewed in terms of 

bearing and rearing of children, carrying out the household chores and keeping the family together. In the 

Indian society, the status of women has been varying from time to time. during the Vedic period, if a woman 

intended to accomplish higher education marriage was not mandatory for her. In other words, woman could 

forgo even marriage throughout her life in the pursuit of knowledge (Asthana, 1974). With the arrival of 

Turks and Mughals, the conditions of women further deteriorated. In this way from ll"" century onwards, 
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women continuous by had gradual fall in their social status. Referring to the conditions in 18"' Century, 

Dube (1963) remarked that dark and dismal years of this century left deepest mark on the status of women. 

The change in women's position began to take place with the spread of Christian missionaries, and rise of 

social and religious reform movements like Arya Samaj in 19"" Century. During this period, a number of 

legislations were enacted (Abolition of Sati 1829, Widow Re-marriage Act 1856 etc.).In today’s society, 

women have been given equal rights as men. There has been relatively improvement in the status of women 

in the society ,whether it is in the field of education, health or in any other field, women have attained equal 

rights with men. 

Changing Family structure in villages 

                  India has a rich family structure with petrileneal background, which helps the family members 

sustain a life with kinship grouping. The family system given a lot of importance in India and has worked 

more often to make the bounding among families stronger. Meanwhile, urbanization and westernization had 

its influence on the basic structure of the Indian family. The division of the joint family into smaller units is 

not the symbol of people rejecting this traditional structure. Family is the basic institution and in rural areas 

of India it is undergoing rapid changes in many ways. During the last many years the traditional joint family 

in this village have been undergoing the qualitative transformation. The members of the village family have 

developed a desire to take those occupations and demand their share in the joint family property and migrate 

to bigger towns and cities. During the last many years the traditional joint family in this village have been 

undergoing the qualitative transformation. The basis of rural family relationship is shifting from that of 

status to that of contract. 
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