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Abstract 

 The Story is all about the perspective of Sita towards the prestigious story Ramayana. As Divakaruni is fond 

of Indian Traditions and Customs her novel depicts the Ramayana in her own perspective portraying the 

orthodox women into modern women who is in thirst to find her identity in the society. The Culture and 

traditions play a vital role in the society as people especially women are being brought up by listening and 

following the customs of the tradition as it is a duty of a perfect women in the Patriarchal Society. Thus, 

Divakaruni has reformed the way of discerning woman from traditional portrayal of simple and Selfless 

woman into an established woman who has rediscovered herself.  

Key words: Identity, Daring, Culture, Tradition, Love and Manifestation.  

Chitra Divakaruni is an Indain American Author who has received many awards and her books have been 

translated into 29 languages. Her setting of the novel is mostly in India and the United States as she depicts 

the immigrant’s life especially the South Asian immigrants who are fond towards their Home Town.  

Divakaruni’s works mostly focus on the themes related to myths and the sufferings of immigrants who thrive 

hard to find their identity and evolve as a new woman in the society. In her novel The Flower of Enchantments 

she mainly focuses on the mythological aspect and the reality of women self. India is land filled with lots of 

culture, beliefs and superstitions which preserve and protect the prestige of the countries by following the 

customs.  She uses techniques like dream, magic, myth and magic realism and Culture. The main concern 

about her novel is the transition of Indian women from the traditional mythicised one to the well-developed 

and broad-minded women who change the societal setup around her in a bold and courageous way.  
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As Indian woman she has highly influenced by the Indian mythological aspects and also about the epic 

Ramayana and Mahabharat which is still a strong belief among people in the society.  These books have 

brought a change and belief in the minds of people to gain knowledge towards the ancestries of the society 

and it makes people mindful of the religion, social customs. 

The paper analyses the Self Identity or the Self-discovery of Sita from her perspective. The novel The Forest 

Enchantment gives an insight of the happenings through the inner feelings of Sita through her experience and 

strong observations through her bold vison which captures the reality. The protagonist Sita, daughter of the 

earth is later adopted by King Janaka. She is then married to Ram and becomes the princess of Ayodhya. 

Divakaruni explores her protagonist Sita as woman who lost everything around her as a princess and left out 

only with her Babies at the Valmiki’s Hermitage without any recognition. 

The Self discovery or the Identity is expectable as breathing in contemporary Indian Fiction. The bold writers 

like Divakaruni have changed the concept of depicting the traditional women who suffer and remain silent 

into a woman who is ready to face the challenges around her. The unusual interpretations and new exposition 

about Indian women’s Identity is presented by her in her work. 

 In Valmiki’s Hermitage, Sita lives with her children peacefully without any kind of pressure. She sees the 

manuscript of Ramayan which is given by Valmiki, she starts praising him for the narration and the well 

detailed description of histories, betrayal and wedding rituals. He tells her that all these were seen in from his 

divine vision. Sita silencing herself strives hard to ask her part which no one knows,  

“When I was alone in the darkness, under a sorrow tree, you don’t know. You don’t    know my 

despair, you don’t even know my exhilaration, how it felt first in the forest and then in Ayodha- 

when I was the most beloved women in creation” (FOE 2) 

These portrays the self of Sita as she boldly asks about her role in the tale which reconstructs the traditional 

Ramayan into modern Sitayan in her own perspective. Sita’s mother is fine character who wants every girl 

child to learn each and everything for their self-development and protection. Sunaina mother of Sita, has made 

her daughter learn marital arts as it is important for a women’s life in the society. Sunanina’s daughters are 

both different from one another, as Sita is a keen observer and learner whereas Urmila, sister of Sita is totally 

different who is only fond of toys and Jewellery. Sita always observes her father ruling with her mother’s 
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suggestion who is also a counsellor at times. Sita being a daughter of the earth, she likes to feel the plants and 

to hear the sounds of plants and healing properties.  

Sita being around her parents, learns and enjoys to the ambience and observes everything and accepts the 

reality. After her marriage Sita’s life is totally a disaster as her husband is sent to forest by Kaikeyi, wife of 

the king Dhasardha the prince of Ayodha. Ram is sent to the forest and should live there for almost 14 years 

as the boon has to be accepted by him. Sita also accompanies him, as a wife she has to follow the paths of her 

husband. Ram agreed to go to the forest leaving Sita with her mother- in – law considering her safety in the 

dense forest, but she refuses and joins him to lead her life in the forest besides the danger. The protagonist 

breaks the stereotype and evolves as a new woman.  

“I wanted to say not all women are weak and helpless like you think, for all you      know, I might be 

help to you”. (FOE 111)  

Sita starts her journey to the woods with Ram besides all odds, she experienced only the sorrow in the Ayodha 

and accepted the curse of living in the forest for fourteen years. Besides all these sufferings, Sita is abducted 

by Ravan Lanka’s Prince. She was tricked by Ravan who disguised as a saint and begged for offerings, Sita 

crossed the mark made by Ram to protect Sita. She crossed the line to offer the offerings and this made Ravan 

abduct her to Lanka. He dropped her under the Ashoka tree and deployed many demons to guard the 

surrounding and to look over Sita.  

The Demons were like eagles watching Sita in order to be aware of her escaping tricks. Some women spoke 

rudely and some were kind, but Sita maintained her Chasity and believed that Ram would come to save her 

one day with all powers. She knew her rescue will be done only by her husband Ram and waits patiently with 

confidence in the palace under the tree.  

“Allow him to pursue you and at the last moment, step sideways and bring up a knee in a 

sudden movement to the opponent’s groin; when he doubles over, press your thumbs into 

his eyes to blind him. (FOE 188) 

Through these lines we could sense the courage of Sita who is all alone in an demon land without knowing 

the consequences. She firmly believes that Ram would come to rescue her with lots of hope and rage. 
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Divakaruni has portrayed Sita as a woman who is capable of surviving her life at any cost, she easily moves 

on in spite of obstacles she never gives up like our Indian women with strong belief and courage.  

Sita’s belief came true as Ram came to rescue her and battled against Ravan. As Sita assumed Ram came and 

found her but felt guilty and Shame as his wife stayed at the demon’s palace and questioned her purity in spite 

of welcoming her with love. The words of Ram made Sita break down as she did and followed all the odds 

for the sake of her husband, but he himself let her down. Sit arouse in anger decided to perfume ordeal to 

prove her purity to Ram as well as his people. She calls upon Agni, Goddess of fire to prove her loyalty and 

purity. The pain Sita felt was expressed through her words,  

“Build me a fire. There is nothing left for me on this earth now that my husband, who I love 

more than my own self” (FOE 245)  

After many rituals, Ram was the prince of Ayodha and he used to sit near Sita in the Kingdom. Ram couldn’t 

digest people’s whisper against Sita’s and asks his brother Lakshman to drop his wife at Valmiki’s hermitage 

without considering Sita’s pain. Lakshman takes Sita to the forest and leaves her at Valmiki’s place. Sita felt 

the inner pain of her husband’s order and confessed to Lakshman that its only Ram who has betrayed her.  

Sita accepts her fate and walked into the forest with heavy heart. She decided that her life is meant only for 

her children’s happiness. She sacrificed all the pains and betrayal for the sake of her innocent babies. She 

raised her babies Lav and Kush all alone with strong emotions of positivity and courage.  

The life of Sita was hard and difficult, but she always kept her head high and helped her children cherish in 

everything. This shows Sita is a counterpart of supreme being and embodiment of wisdom, compassion and 

endurance, she is totally a transition of a traditional woman to a Modern woman.  

Sita’s strong, brilliant, positive and courage depicts the character of the protagonist as a strong-willed woman 

in the society. Her portrayal is the reflection of women for centuries but Sita is just opposite who stood for 

herself. In the novel The Forest of Enchantment the protagonist Sita, not only searches for love and identity 

but it is clear that Sita has rediscovered herself amidst all sufferings in her life.  
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