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Abstract-  

India gained freedom in 1947, but according to Shri Guruji, that independence would have been meaningless until we achieved 

social integration for all sections of our independent India. With this in mind, he constructed his vision of integrating those strata 

of society into the national stream that had been neglected due to our irresponsibility. In this spirit, he believed that the integration 

of Scheduled Tribes, or 'Vanvasi,' was an absolute need since they had had enough of suffering, which was mostly the result of our 

carelessness and ignorance. therefore, this research paper has made an attempt to illustrate Shri Madhav Rao Sadashiv Rao 

Golwalkar's, also known as Shri Guruji's, efforts to promote and unite India's Scheduled Tribes. This work is mostly based on 

secondary sources such as books and articles. According to the study's results, Shri Guruji actively worked to assimilate the 

indigenous people, with a special emphasis on their spiritual and social integration. He worked diligently to convince them that 

they are a vital part of Hindu society. Along with that, he fostered the implementation of several social programmes through the 

founding of Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram and Vivekananda Kendra which helped to the social uplift of these people by providing basic 

education, healthcare, skill development, and so on. As a result of Shri Guruji's efforts, these people are no longer regarded 

outsiders and are achieving new degrees of perfection as they integrate into society. 
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Introduction: - 

India is a country with a distinctive cultural heritage and a varied landscape. Thousands of Scheduled tribes (Janjatis), also known 

as "Vanvasis," inhabit this territory. All of our country's old texts and literature make reference to the Vanavasis. Shabari, Baali, 

Sugreev, and other characters are mentioned frequently in the Ramayana, whereas Eklavya, Barbarik, and Ghatotkacha are 

mentioned frequently in the Mahabharata. 

Vanvasi leaders from various states, including Birsa Munda of Jharkhand, Tirot Sing of Meghalaya, santhals like Siddo and Kanoo 

of Bihar, Rani Gaidinliu of Nagaland, and many more, took part in the country's struggle for independence. There are other more 

vanvasi heroes who made significant contributions but went unnoticed. 

Schedule tribe constitutes 8.6% of the present population.1 

It is high time that we show them respect and acknowledge their diverse culture. It is imperative that initiatives be taken to include 

them in the country's mainstream as well. Throughout India's history, several initiatives have been undertaken to assimilate these 

people. In this story of attempts, Shri Guruji takes centre stage. He understood that this segment of our society is marginalised as 
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a result of our negligence, and that it is crucial to awaken their sense of oneness. He put forth a lot of effort among the vanvasi for 

this cause and inspired Indians to take a number of measures to forge amicable relations with them. 

This paper is a sincere attempt to demonstrate the efforts Shri Guruji did to integrate these tribal brothers and sisters. Additionally, 

an attempt has been made to demonstrate how Shri Guruji's work has influenced the growth of India's Scheduled Tribes in modern 

India. 

1.Life Philosophy of Vanvasi 

 Shri Guruji held the view that these forest brothers cannot be treated differently since they are all vital components of our ancient 

Hindu civilisation. In several letters and speeches delivered during his life, he repeatedly reaffirmed his thoughts on him. 

Shri Guruji stated in a lecture given in Jorhat on March 29, 1970 that our forest folks in the eastern part of India have not been 

recognised as "Hindus" but rather as "tribes," with the justification that because they worship things like stones, trees, and snakes, 

they are not Hindus. Shri Guruji asserts that only someone who has no knowledge of Hinduism would assert that someone who 

practises it is not a Hindu since in Hinduism, both plants and animals, such as Tulsi, Bilva, and Peepal, cows, snakes, etc., are highly 

revered. All natural features are treated with due respect, including rivers, mountains, etc.2 In the Bhagavad Gita too, Shri Krishna 

gave himself the name Aswattha (peepal). Along with this, he has also been referred to as a snake, a bird, an animal, a river, and a 

mountain. 3 

Shri Guruji says, all around our nation, people revere the snake known as Nag. There are enormous temples of Subrahmanya 

Swamy, the name given to Nag there, in the extreme south.4 There is wonderful dedication and worship there. It would be entirely 

illogical to claim that these individuals from the south who undertake these rituals are not nature worshipers, just as Khasi, Jantia 

and the other forest brothers are not.5 According to Shri Guruji, sadly, the political elites who were born and reared in our Hindu 

society are now carrying out the British Empire's tactics to split and destroy the Hindu community's power.6  

Shri Guruji wrote to Mr. Safaram Bardolai of Bokarwat on October 14, 1967, in which he discussed about the Karbi people and 

said that the Karbi brothers are a vital component of Hindu society, but it is regrettable that we did not care or pay attent ion to this 

section of our society for a long time. We must address this mistake. He also praised Mr. Bardolai for teaching the Karbi brothers 

Shri Ram Bhakti and Ramnaam, which would assist them in assimilating into Hindu culture and increasing their devotion.7 

Shri Guruji emphasised in a letter to Srikanta Athalye dated March 10, 1970 that although all forest dwellers are Hindus, if they 

have become non-Hindus for whatever awful cause, they should not be subjected to prejudice or disdain.. Attempts should be made 

to integrate them into the Hindu fold, and due care should be given for them; this is our dharma. Mutual compassion, collaboration, 

affection, and assistance should be expressed by all Hindus. Bhajans, sankirtans, scripture readings, and other events should be held 

to keep the spirit of integration alive. Religious leaders in that area should be recognised, and they should spread religion through 

inspiring devotion in the entire community. 8 

Shri Guruji suggests, Yajnopavita and gotra may be administered to them. They can be given the priest's gotra if they don't know 

their own or the kashyapa Gotra  Because everyone is claimed to be a descendant of Kashyapa.  They should be treated equally in 

all of our social and religious activities, including religious observance, temple worship, Vedic study, and general social interactions. 

The most appropriate response to every casteism problem now affecting Hindu culture is this. 9 

We might deduce from the information above that Shri Guruji thought of them as significant Hindus in general. He refuted the 

notion that they cannot be viewed as being fundamental to Hinduism since they roam and worship plants and snakes. He claims 

that we are all Hindus, regardless of our regional languages, residences, modes of worship and degrees of education. Along with 

considering them Hindus, he also sought to give them distinct Hindu identities. 

2.Reasons of Alienation of Vanvasi 

In 1966, Shri guruji observed during a speech at the Second Vishwa Hindu Parishad Convention in Prayag that although forest 

dwellers are an integral part of our society, they are miserable and our society, which prides itself on being educated and superior 

class, is to blame for their suffering. 10 
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The fundamental root of their current neglect and backwardness is our lack of connection and empathy with these brothers and 

sisters during the previous few centuries.11  On 5 December 1970, during the Pandarpur convention of the Vishwa Hindu 

parishad, shri guruji made a lecture in which he emphasised that we do not go to those brothers whom we call Girijans or Vanvasi.  

If we need to defend ourselves, we go to them and tell them, "You are really courageous and ask them to join our army."  Probably, 

Maharana Pratap was the only one who had developed the bond of fraternity with the Bhils. The Rajputs and the Bhills who resided 

in those regions' forests bravely struggled to protect their country (Swadesh) and religion (Swadharma). 12 

He regretted that, sadly, we have just utilised them for this reason, rather of considering how to treat them humanely. Everyone 

solely exploited them for their selfish interest, which is a major worry. 13 

These days, our folks simply contact these individuals to take advantage of them. Some people detest them and avoid interacting 

with them because they are "beef eaters." Even now, some people do not recognize them as Hindus. The same issue was raised in 

1967 at the VHP conference for the North Eastern zone in Assam. At that time, Shri Guruji addressed Shri Shankaracharya of 

Dwarka Peetha and said, "If these people consume beef, it is not their fault; it is our sin, and we are partners in it." If they had not 

embraced certain of our cultural and religious ideas, such as dedication to cows, it was not their fault. None of us went to them to 

instil in them a love for the cow and the idea that the cow should be regarded as their mother. Thus, we should be held accountable 

for our acts. 14 

In fact, according to Shri Guruji, there used to be a mechanism for preserving cultural ties with them. The Gosai people of that 

province were tasked with mingling with the tribes and educating them for cultural advancement. But things are different now. We 

often avoid them and criticize their lack of culture and terrible behaviour. 15 

Shri Guruji adds, "Let us just accept this punishment and pledge that, with our own self-interests constrained, we would now devote 

our intellect and resources to teaching all of these people and welcome the janajätis as a legitimate part of Hindu society without 

any reservations." 16 

3.Foster Fraternity 

Shri Guruji says mere act of speaking itself is ineffective. As a result, it is imperative that we behave in a way that is consistent with 

their actions, and we should make an effort to demonstrate our oneness with them by our actions.  

In a letter dated 19 July 1966, to Mr. Sumant Ghayal of Maharashtra, Shri Guruji had written that in order to generate solidarity 

with them, people from neighbouring towns should visit these locations, make love ties with them, and develop a sympathetic 

willingness to help them. Little efforts should be made to instil genuine trust and intimacy in their minds about us. These forest 

people, according to Shri Guruji, are naive. They are impoverished and have little knowledge of their surroundings. Many efforts 

are being made to demean and tarnish their nationality, taking advantage of their ignorance, innocence, and poverty. We should put 

an end to such practises and endeavour to incorporate them into the mainstream of our Hindu community, which would help to 

secure our society and dharma. 17 

In an interview, Shri Guruji stated that if we want these people to adopt our culture, we must meet on an equal level. They should 

feel that we are on same footing with them and that they are our brothers. Only when they have had a genuine experience of our 

love and affection will they respond positively to our efforts. Then they will develop a sense of respect for the culture. 18 

Shri Guruji emphasizes that “we should pledge to meet with them once a week if we can't see them every day. We should stay with 

them and strengthen our bonds with them. We should make every effort to identify their challenges and offer any assistance we can. 

We should dine with them, converse with them, and sing divine songs with them”. Such preparation, according to Shri Guruji, is 

required to assimilate these fellows into the Hindu mainstream. 19 

Shri Guruji states, "Sometimes I'm astounded by inquiries like how to train these forest brethren since they don't stay in one location 

for long." To these questions, Shri Guruji replies, "If we can domesticate wild animals, why couldn't we train our own people to 

live more civilised lives?" He continues by saying that it’s the humble human touch only which can encourage our tribal brothers 

and sisters to settle down. 20 
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He further says we, Indians, lack the zeal and perseverance of foreign missionaries, who frequently travel considerable distances 

and live among these tribal people. Shri Guruji said that if missionaries could convert these forest dwellers by assimilating to their 

culture and traditions and forming an emotional tie with them, why couldn't we create a sense of oneness with people who share 

our ancestors? 21 

According to Shri Guruji, we should learn from those fervorous missionaries and should get to know these tribal people, establish 

a connection with them, pick up their language, and adopt their practises and customs. 22 It will never be adequate if we attend the 

conference every 5 or 10 years, pass resolutions, express sympathy for these brothers, and then return to our respective homes and 

sit down. "Simply offering and doing nothing" is an erroneous idea. As a result, we must show that we can work hard. 23 

The most crucial thing, in Shri Guruji's opinion, is to be kind and sympathetic to the forest inhabitants if we sincerely want to help 

them. Only then will we be able to successfully integrate them into our society. In a letter to Shri Manohar Reddy, Secretary, 

Vanvasi Seva Prakalp, A.B.V.P. Regional Office, Raipur on 18 April 1968 , Shri Guruji wrote that we must cultivate a sense of 

cohesion with the forest inhabitants while being non-aggressive. Never should we appear to be from a distinct area or group of 

people. We must always strive to act and speak in a way that comes across to them as natural and sincere. 24 

In a nutshell, shri guruji believes that mere words would not bring our forest mates into the national mainstream. We will have to 

work incredibly hard for this, and most importantly, we must be compassionate and empathetic toward them. 

4.Let’s Understand our duty  

Shri Guruji advised to help the forest inhabitants in whatever manner we could to repent for our misdoings because they had endured 

injustice for centuries. 

At the Jorhat Conference in 1970, Shri guruji sated that, it is now our duty to go out to these socially marginalised individuals 

and do all in our ability to improve their living circumstances. We'll need to devise strategies to meet their core requirements and 

comforts. We will need to build schools, hostels, and training programmes to prepare people to benefit from these programmes. 

There is also a need to actively endeavour to foster a sense of oneness and to inspire the pride of our Hindu faith on the foundation 

of unshakable devotion to God. 25 

Shri Guruji said, it is incorrect to claim that roots of their neglect go to our old social structure. These forest inhabitants enjoyed a 

respected role in society back when the Panchayat system was the fundamental unit. In the description of the state system of Lord 

Ramchandra ji, there is a mention of Panchayat consisting of four representatives of the four Varnas and the fifth Nishad, i.e., the 

representative of these forest-dwelling brothers.  In this way, he got a place of great prestige in the whole system, but in the 

intervening period that system broke down. 26 

 

Shri Guruji thus asserts that it is our duty as Hindus to realize our responsibilities to make amends by going there, imparting 

knowledge, and raising both their living conditions and cultural standards. 

According to Shri Guruji, because of our limited engagement with them, they have been denied access to fundamental education 

that the rest of society possesses. Furthermore, their potential to innovate and grow has been limited by a scarcity of critical technical 

and other skills. 27 

We must spread this education to the most isolated areas of our nation, to those for whom dharma has been reduced to merely a 

collection of primitive superstitious rituals, to those who have never had the chance to learn about and engage in dharma, in distant 

villages, on the hills, and in dense forests. We should be prepared for challenges, suffering, and problems in our work, and frequently 

we may feel that our efforts have been in vain. But rather than wishing for quick fixes or miracles, we must face the uncomfortable 

realities and work for success in the true spirit of a Karmayogin. 28 
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5.Enrol as Hindus? 

 

In addition to urging Indians to show consideration for tribal people, Shri Guruji urged the tribes to make an effort to integrate into 

Hindu culture. He claimed that since the British era, the British have sought to divide us by using various tactics to set the Hindu 

community against one another. As a result, Christians have grown in number and are asserting their supremacy despite being a 

minority. Additionally, he asked that all tribes, including the Garo, Khasi, Jaintia, Ufna, Mikir, and Naga, appear in censuses as 

Hindus rather than other sects or hill tribes, giving them a structured shape. They ought to understand that their current, mutually 

exclusive division into so many "tribes" has made them subordinate to others. Therefore shri guruji urged all of the brothers in the 

hilly and forested regions to take the initiative, put an end to the conspiracy, and recognise the strength of oneness.29 

 

6.Various Development Initiatives Under the Guidance of Shri Guruji  

6.1Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram 

Shri Guruji provided crucial direction for the establishment of Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram. Shri Guruji had visited Thakkar Bappa 

(Gandhian Leader). to talk about uniting the tribal population of India with the national culture. Their separation, according to 

Thakkar Bappa, was primarily caused by the absence of a nationalist social framework that would have allowed for their integration. 

30 

Shri Guruji had been pondering solutions to this problem ever since. Finally, on December 26, 1952, at Jashpur in Madhya Pradesh 

(now in Chhatisgarh), a Swayamsevak from Nagpur called Mr. Ramakant Keshav Deshpande (often known as Vanyogi Balasaheb 

Deshpande) founded Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram under the inspiration of Thakkar bappa and supervision of Shri Guruji. The ashram 

sought to instil a sense of pride in the vanvasis regarding their long-standing culture, customs, and legacy as well as to safeguard 

and preserve them. It also aspired to promote the vanvasis' overall growth and homogenization with the rest of the nat ion. 

To help him and expedite this work, Shri Guruji had appointed Shri Merubhai Ketkar Vibhag Pracharak and two other Pracharaks,  

Bhimsen Chopra and Krishnarao Sapre, as Shri Deshpandey's colleagues and sent them to the forests. 31Shri Guruji, himself, also 

founded a high school in Kalyan Ashram in 1966, recognising the importance of higher education for forest dwellers. 32 

Presently Akhil Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram's work is being carried out across India. They work on the vision of “Self-Reliant , 

Educated, Empowered janjatis” 

Each province has a committee for this. All India Kalyan Ashram runs these committees from various perspectives, such as 

eliminating the chasm between mainstream Indian community and their tribal brethren through social assimilation, running schools 

and ashrams in the field of education, providing health facilities in remote areas where formal health care facilities are not available, 

focusing on skill development in their traditional livelihood, empowering tribals through awareness generation programmes,  

empowering tribal women, strengthening the faith, culture, traditions and rituals of tribals, focusing on research and development 

and policy planning on various subjects with the welfare and empowerment of tribals.  33 

The success stories of Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram are a lot but it is prudent to list a few stories here. A student of Birsa Shishu Mandir 

run by Shri hari Vanvasi Development committee  got selected for the project of  Chandrayan II mission.Due the efforts of Vanvasi 

kalyan Ashram Volunteers , great archers of tribal society have started participating in national sports events. Tribal women are 

getting recognised for their unique skills. The "Kamli" brand of Namrata Skill Development Center has a distinctive identity. 

These are just to few examples to list the achievement of Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram.  It has performed admirably in terms of general 

development of forest dwellers, formation of leaders in forest dweller society, and reintegration of forest dwellers into the national 

life flow. It sparked a desire in forest residents to understand more about their culture and religion.  

6.2 Vivekananda Kendra 

Vivekanda Kenda was another organisation that was born out of Shri Guruji's vision. In 1962, Shri Guruji gave Eknath ji ranade, 

Sinior Pracharak of Rashtriya Swayam Sewak Sangh, the enormous job of overseeing the construction of the Vivekananda Rock 
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Memorial at Kanyakumari. On the basis of his advice and suggestions, work in Kanyakumari started in 1964, completing in 1970 

with the inauguration of the Vivekananda rock memorial. Eknath Ji saw that simply erecting a statute would not spread 

Vivekananda's beliefs among people, so he developed the concept of the Vivekanand Kendra, which was established in 1972, 

simultaneously with the erection of the Vivekananda Rock Memorial. 34 

Since then, the Kendra has been engaged in several initiatives related to the advancement of Indian culture, healthcare, and 

education. 

Vivekananda Kendra operates schools in remote regions of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Nagaland, Maharastra, Tamilnadu, Orissa, 

and Andaman - Nikobar as part of formal education.  

Sri ji Eknath Ranade established Vivekananda Kendra Vidyalayas (VKVs).   The oldest service endeavour of its parent organization 

Vivekananda Kendra is the Vivekananda Kendra Vidyalayas (VKVs) in Arunachal Pradesh, which are operated by the Vivekananda 

Kendra Vidyalayas Arunachal Pradesh Trust (VKVAPT). Since inception in 1977, VKVs have been striving to provide an all-round 

nationalistic education to the tribal children of this remote Himalayan State of India. VKVs have been acknowledged throughout 

the North-East India for their substantial contribution in improving the educational scenario in these States. A large number of 1st 

Generation learners, especially from poor tribal villages have emerged, working in various field as Doctors, Engineers, Professionals 

in Fine Arts, Businessmen, IAS Officers. 35 

The Vivekananda Kendra Institute of Culture, Guwahati, Assam is established with the purpose of discovering the cultural 

continuity of the North Eastern states with rest of India. The Institute focuses on the documentation project to record the multifarious 

elements of the north east Indian culture life, along with organising lectures, seminars, and workshops to discuss northeast culture. 

36 

Conclusion 

The aforementioned findings demonstrate that Shri guruji had the genius vision to weave together all components of Hindu culture 

into a single garland. He took on the responsibility of uniting the underprivileged stratum of our society with the national culture. 

In order to accomplish his vision, he first raised awareness among the Indian population to take action with this part. He did this 

through a number of projects, including Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram, Vivekananda Kendra. 

The long-term effects of his immense work and vision are clear when we observe tribal people achieving the pinnacle of 

achievement in education, when tribal women make a living from their skills, when tribal students enthusiastically take part in 

national events, etc. Tribal people's progress would not have reached such heights if Shri Guruji had not propagated the idea of their 

elevation. The feeling of love and care that these people experienced from these modest public initiatives and projects assisted them 

in assimilating into the culture of the country. 
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