
  © 2022 IJNRD | Volume 7, Issue 12 December 2022 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

IJNRD2212254 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  

 

c452 
 

Hundred Years of T.S. Eliot’s The Waste Land 

(1922): Its Relevance to the Modern World (2022) 
 

Dr. Pradeep Kumar Srivastva (Ph.D) 

Assistant Professor of English 

Government Engineering College Vaishali 

Department of Science and Technology 

Government of Bihar, India 

Abstract: 

T.S. Eliot contributed immensely for the glorification of the self and the society: crossing the 

geographical and national boundaries of the globe. Eliot’s The Waste Land was published before hundred 

years on the themes of decay, corruption and fragmentation of the culture and civilization; regret, individual-

disorganization; and awareness to the truth of life and way to the bliss are threadbarely relevant today. The 

world has been facilitated massively and unceasingly from the past-hundred years, but still there is no 

change in the conditions felt by Eliot before a century. Avariciousness of the modern age has been replacing 

the existentialism; day by day increasing the inhumanity under the cloud of mirage of scenario: would be the 

happiest through accumulation of the material possession, which finally fiascos. Individual-disharmony, 

family-breakdown, social-disorganization on the earth are common while was planned for mirth and rapture 

forever. Corruption stirred the notions of the poet, who reveals his restlessness for mending the buildings of 

humanity, and tries to make it well-furnished by the ornaments of the virtues: self-control, charity and 

contentment. To demonstrate the relevance of The Waste Land is the aim of the article.  

Key Words: Eliot, The Waste Land, Corruption, Anxiety, Materialism, The Burial of the Dead, A Game of Chess, 

The Fire Sermon, Death by Water, and What the Thunder Said. 

Hundred Years of T.S. Eliot’s The Waste Land (1922): Its Relevance to the Modern World (2022) 

Thomas Stearns Eliot (1888-1965), a leading light of the modern English verse; was a peerless poet, 

dramatist, critic and philosopher who contributed immensely for the glorification of the self and the society: 

crossing the geographical and national boundaries of the globe. Eliot’s The Waste Land (1922) was published 

before hundred years from today (2022) on the theme of decay, corruption and fragmentation of the culture 

and civilization; regret, individual-disorganization; and awareness to the truth of life and way to the bliss is 

threadbarely, relevant for now-a-days, too. Literature is the mirror, reflection and reality of society which 

expresses powerful personal and impersonal feelings and thoughts of subjective and universal appeal. A 

writer is the most sensitive part of the society, who is successful in the assertion of the veins of humanity, 
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may express in the literary forms of poetry, drama and prose in a variety of styles; and Eliot was a peerless 

prolific writer of the twentieth century. His outstanding employments of the far-fetched imageries, symbols, 

and myths have differentiated the writings of the author, who has been striving by his pieces for the 

purification of the pollution in humanity in which striking has been his contribution in alarming from current 

and upcoming decay of the culture and civilization among the people of the world. Relevance of The Waste 

Land after a century is the aim of the article.   

                     The world has been facilitated massively and unceasingly from the past-hundred years through 

the scientific invention and innovative prospect for smoothing more the complications of life but still there is 

no change in the condition felt by Eliot long before a century. There is a blend of the ancient and the modern, 

or the past and the present, or the traditional and the individual elements in the writings of T.S. Eliot through 

which he tried for awakening and re-awakening of humanity in general. Avariciousness of the modern age 

has been replacing the existentialism, who believes not in both, the body and the spirit; day by day increasing 

the inhumanity under cloud of the mirage of scenario: would be the happiest through accumulation of the 

material possession, which finally fiascos.    

                       In the poetry of Geoffrey Chaucer, we have realism: a realistic picture of the 14th century England 

which we may find in The Canterbury Tales: General Prologue. Coghil is of the view that Prologue is the 

portrait gallery of the 14th century England. Poetry of William Wordsworth is almost autobiographical that 

tells the tales of life of the poet which can be seen in The Prelude. Wordsworth himself has declared in the 

Lyrical Ballads that poetry is the spontaneous overflow of the powerful personal feelings and emotions. But 

the poetry of Eliot is something different which expresses not only general impulse of the generation but also 

unfolds the consciousness of an individual. It reveals, even the interior-monologue of an individual as found 

in the Prufrock and Other Observations. His poetic plays are a platform to show the internal reality of an 

individual as well as the society which aware and awaken men and women for their blissful lives: as majority 

of us are entangled under the web of materialism, untruth, illusion, selfishness and momentary pleasure 

which have been resulting into the suffering of the human beings: individual-disharmony, family-breakdown, 

social-disorganization on the earth that was planned for mirth and rapture forever.     

         Outstanding writings of the poet are so moving and impressive that Eliot is regarded as one of the 

pioneers in the history of the modern English literature. Central philosophy of his poetry is spiritual 

awareness among the people of the modern waste land. Prufrock and other Observations (1917), Gerontion 

(1920), The Waste Land (1922), The Hollow Men (1925), and Ash Wednesday (1930) are some well-known 

works in the field of poetry by the poet in which the great philosopher has disclosed the closes of human 

values and its ruins.  Quest for order within disorder inspired the philosopher for this creative piece: dealing 

with the modern life-style engulfed under delusion of the way of life. Being a keen well-wisher, aiming at the 

reformation of the humankind, Eliot unfolds the ugly picture of the contemporary way of life where almost 

everyone is running after toiling; receiving something but unsatisfactory, and finally finds failure. Corruption 

stirred the notions of the poet, who reveals his restlessness for mending the buildings of humanity, and tries 

to make it well-furnished by the ornaments of the virtues: self-control, charity and contentment. Eliot makes 

Tiresias to ask: 

“Shall I at least set my lands in order?”1    

Currently, over-materialistic tendency of the people is counted as one of the reasons of the corruption 

internationally. Feelings of self-aggrandizement have blinded the people who under misunderstanding 

involve, directly or indirectly; into the corruption which after all proves a great havoc. Credence of the 

notions of Eliot may be seen even today in 2022 when we are actively participating internationally for 
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amending our way of lives engulfed under the net of the corruption.       

   International Anti-Corruption Conference 2022: Uprooting Corruption, Defending 

Democratic Values gathering has been planned in the month of December 2022 in US capital. It is under 

Transparency International which is the global coalition against corruption for bettering the lives all around 

the world. As per the Transparency International:        

      “As the first and largest anti-corruption gathering in the world, fo 

almost four decades the International Anti-Corruption Conference has united all sectors and movements 

behind the most serious global corruption challenges. The conference brings together 10000 people from 

180 countries and all walks of life. Connecting world leaders to international networks, activists, experts, 

journalists, businesses and more, it has created the momentum for landmark anti-corruption  initiatives.2     

Conviction: responsible for abstaining from unethical practices; has been replacing by pompous life 

style of gorgeousness that has been drowning the concept of self-reliance, moral and intellectual 

independence, and the people have been forming their standard on the ground of the public-opinions; 

consequently, we see an alienation and anxiety, a discontent and disappointment into the self of an 

individual. We celebrate naturally the material progress of the world but cannot ignore the cultural: social, 

educational, artistic and enlightening lags which are waning, and erasing the innocent and pious relations of 

humanity all over the globe. Unpleasantness around the world caused dissatisfaction in the mind of the poet 

who expressed through the writings like The Waste Land, divided into five sections: The Burial of the Dead, A 

Game of Chess, The Fire Sermon, Death by Water and What the Thunder Said.      

     On the one hand, majority of us have our accommodation, vehicle, 

education, job and other necessary facilities to avail a happy and prosperous life; but on the other hand, bond 

among the relations with an individual is not up to the mark, and even mutual-understanding of an 

individual within self is also disordered which leads not a satisfactory life on the earth. The urgency was felt 

by Eliot to check the degeneration through the present poem, a miniature-epic of 433 lines, The Waste Land 

before years. Eliot warns: 

  “HURRY UP PLEASE ITS TIME 

  HURRY UP PLEASE ITS TIME”.3  

Hurry up please; it’s time to check over all types of corruptions, or the wrong ways of life and it is the 

final message of the mentioned couplet which has a great concern regarding its symbolical interpretation 

among the scholars of the world. The poet felt an urgency of control over all the disorders and shortcomings 

of the life style of the people of the modern age whose spirits have been diminishing day by day under lust of 

the senses and the body; engulfing into a complete delusion, the people of the modern age suffer endlessly in 

search of joy. 

 

 “... corruption challenges some key assumptions of existing theories of  

 management. Scholars need to test and expand these existing theories by 

 considering corruption as an important issue in international business.”4 

 

Now, after having passed hundred years: its time of rethinking and reworking on the same, the news 

of everyday presents the scene of the current era, and needs an urgent requirement to control over the 

deadly sins of the modernity: lust, anger, greed, attachment and envy. Not one of the many, but Eliot was a 

distinguished prolific writer, a movement in himself among the literati of his age: a poet, critic, dramatist, 

and above all a great philosopher of the twentieth century world of literature who tried to enlighten the 
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humanity for the holy cause of the redemption of the lives of the whole, crossing the boundaries of the East 

and the West: Sanskrit and English.       

The Burial of the Dead is a prologue to The Waste Land which indicates that the modern people are 

the dead buried under thoughts of the materialistic and sexual-life without a deep sense of conviction. The 

title is derived from the service for the burial of the dead in the Church of England as given in The Book of 

Common Prayer. In the present section, the ‘dead’ are symbolically indicated to those who are spiritually 

dead, and in the ultimate analysis, the dead are materialists. The materialism denies the independent 

existence of the Soul. Those who believe that both Soul and God exist are called existentialists. The 

materialism of the modern age has restricted the people and they are unable to do seriously for the 

enlightenment of the self. Final goal of the modern man has almost been declared as earning and spending, 

and there is no room for devoutness. The Burial of the Dead reminds our mortality on the earth, and bewares 

us from involving into the vortex of the sleaze.  

The Economist: Jan 25, 2022 writes that corruption is getting worse in the many poor countries 

but the rich countries have problems too.5 

Spring showers in April rouse from wintry sleep, deadly roots of trees, undergrowth, and creepers; 

and this revival of vegetations excites in the spiritualists the memories of their glorious spiritual past whose 

base was common human virtues. It stimulates the righteous people for the rearrangement and ordering the 

morals and manners of the people. Revival of the plants and the trees is indicative of the pain of the truth-

seeker on the ground of the question: When will be revival of the spiritualism? The philosopher writes:  

  “April is the cruellest month, breeding Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing Memory and desire, 

stirring  Dull  roots  with  spring rain.”6   

 Tiresias sees the artificiality of the people of “Unreal City” of London: the modern man has lost his 

blood, and is running after unreal and material in which no one can find the eternal happiness, which is the 

Bliss. The people are living their lives on the public opinion, far from the truth and the originality, ignoring 

the voice of the self. Like a blind and deaf, man tries to be happy on the material-possession, but fails as not 

being real.   The poet explicates: 

  “Unreal City, Under the brown fog of a winter dawn,A crowd flowed over London Bridge, so 

many, I had not thought death had undone so many.”7   

 The poem is uneasy because the poet consciously, has created inconspicuousness from the point of 

view of the art of the metrical composition. Eliot has overloaded the piece with images, myths, symbols and 

references. According to a myth, “April” is a symbol of warmth love and joy but here Eliot has used it as a 

symbol of “cruelty”: as the people are careless of their selves: moral-degeneration and spiritual-decay. The 

“red rock” is presented as a symbol of the “Christianity”. Almost all the religions are agree at the point of the 

supremacy of the concerned God, Who is the Omnipotent, Omnipresent and Omniscient; capable of solving 

all the trivial and the great problems in the lives of the devotees. Living a life under faith of the concerned 

God, a man lives happily without any fear: as the concept of fearfulness emerges from the helplessness but 

the devotee is dependent over the concerned; hence, lives happily and without any feeling of anxiety and 

fear. Nervousness and fretfulness are outcome of lack of confidence on the self which is found in one when 

the same finds helpless but a righteous person never meets helplessness because of the never ending faith in 

the Self; and in the Omnipotent, Omnipresent and Omniscient. “In the United States, anxiety is the most 

common mental illness, affecti-ing more than 40 million adults each year. Data from the National Institut- 
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  e of Mental Health has indicated that about 30% of Americans experience clinical anxiety at 

some points in their lives. Globally, according to the Ins-titute for Health Metrics and Evaluation, an 

estimated 284 million people had an anxiety disorder as of 2017, making it the most prevalent mental 

disorder worldwide.”8 

Limitations and trivialities of the human body are expressed as “handful of dust”. Madame Sosostris is 

an image of immoral psychic fortune-teller. She plays tricks, who has “a wicked pack of cards”. The “one-eyed 

merchant” can see only one thing, i.e., how to earn money, more and more? The “wheel” reflects the cyclic 

reversal of fortune in life. “Belladonna”, the lady of the rocks; is an image of a gorgeous and seductive woman. 

“The man with three staves” is associated by Eliot with Fisher King of the Grail Legend. The poet invites the 

readers to be religious, conscious, and a man of conviction.  He asserts: 

  “There is shadow under this red rock,       

 (Come in under the shadow of this red rock),…”9 

 A Game of Chess is the second movement of the world famous small epic poem, The Waste Land, 

deals with the themes of barrenness, regret, decay and fragmentation of the culture and civilization. The 

present section begins with the description of a private room of a phobic lady of modernity. She is 

completely after materialism, who has almost zero scope for spiritualism as described in the current section 

of the epic. The problem of anxiety emerges from many causes, and phobic- temper is one of them. Pompous-

life of social-display is one of the reasons of the great and wide-spread problem of the modern age, i.e., 

anxiety. What was felt by Eliot long before hundred years, is the same or even more than that now-a-days, 

too. 

“Is there a reason to believe that anything has changed in the 21st century? There is a 

widespread opinion that anxiety is a characteristic fe-ature of our modern times, and that the 

prevalence of anxiety disorders has increased due to certain political, societal, economical, or 

environmental changes.”10  

 A spiritualist is of the view that metaphysical is superior to the material, and a materialist’s point of 

view is that the material is everything, and nothing is superior to the material. Mentioned lady is a complete 

representative-figure of the materialistic ladies of the modern age. Her room is over-decorated. Everything, 

such as: “Chair”, “marble”, “glass”, “sevenbranched candelabra”, “jewels”, “satin cases”, “vials of ivory” and 

“coloured glass” are of unique quality. The paintings and portrait are highly symbolical. References like that 

of “Cupidon” and “Philomel” have mythical references of great worth. The reference of Philomel is found in 

Ovid’s Metamorphoses, and according to the story, Philomel is the nightingale, her elder sister, Procne is the 

Swallow, and Procne’s husband, Tereus is the Hoopoe-bird.       

     There is a portrayal of an abnormal modern lady, and a man (may be 

Tiresias, or the poet, or someone else) in this second section of The Waste Land. The lady confirms herself 

that she is not normal because her “nerves are bad to-night”.  Her activities and speaking are not normal. 

Again and again, she tries to make a proper communication to the man but he is silent. She asks:  

      

“What are you thinking of? What thinking? What? I never know what you are thinking. 

Think.”11 
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 Questions of the lady are striking; for it clears the mental-state of the lady that she is really not fine. 

The speaker replies after a while but in a symbolical and a mystical style. Conversation between them has 

many facets: the first has engulfed into the ocean of the materialism who talks of the momentary pleasure. 

She is a phobic lady undercurrent of her crazy temper but the later is in the depth of philosophy whose 

intention is to find out the truth of life that is the source of permanent joy, and finally through which anyone 

can be blissful. A great communication gap between them is the centre of interest in the section. He says: 

  “I think we are in rats’ alley         

 Where the dead men lost their bones.”12 

There is an improper communication between them. One is talking of spirituality and the second is 

after materialism and physical pleasure. This is the proper reason of the improper relationship between 

them. The person is talking of the great values of life and the lady seeks only physical pleasure. The person 

quotes the line from Shakespearean Tempest, i.e., “Those are pearls that were his eyes”, and under impact of 

the ignorance, she replies: 

  “What shall I do now?   What shall I do? I shall rush out as I am, and walk the street”.13  

 A glimpse of life-style of the twentieth century people is shown by Eliot where four characters: Lil, 

Bill, Lou and May are present, and their conversations throw light on the suffering and guilt of the modern 

people. Almost all the characters are symbolical, and in their conversations, we have comment on the 

corruption of the modern age. May advises Lil that she should maintain herself because her husband is about 

to come on leave for her. Her physical charm has destroyed under impact of the materialistic thought and 

immoral activities. She has taken pills which have destroyed her physical charm and beauty. Now, she is 

highly frustrated, and wants improvement. A remarkable comment is made by May on her: 

  “What you get married for if you don’t want children?”14 

 The materialistic thoughts have changed the point of view of life of the modern people who are busy 

in searching meaning in the absurd. Source of creation and regeneration, sex has become almost the means 

of entertainment merely.  It is not now for the holy purpose of renaissance of continuation of the globe. It is 

very depressing, awful and alarming in the vision of the writer. Bitter reality of the modern age has been 

displayed by the religious poet who has always been striving for the glorification of humanity. Under the 

head, THE SHOCK AND AFTERSHOCKS OF “THE WASTE LAND”, Anthony Lane writes in THE NEW YORKER:  

  “T.S. Eliot’s masterpiece is a hundred years old, but it has never stop- ped sounding new.”15  

 HURRY UP PLEASE IT’S TIME has many-fold meanings. Literal meaning …. Some critics are of the view 

that the persons are seated in a restaurant and the comment is made by the owner of the same. He wants to 

close his restaurant because it is time. But we may consider that a poet like Eliot would never write like that. 

Here, the poet would like to make aware people of the modern age those are very much involved in the 

materialistic life, that even there is time. The line is repeated for five times and written in the capital letters. 

The lines have lesson to the readers which is highly symbolical and instructive.     

 The Fire Sermon is one of the five major movements of The Waste Land which expresses the 

powerful thought of a great thinker, philosopher and poet who thinks that there is decay and fragmentation 

of the western culture and civilization here. It is accepted that the title of the section is derived from Lord 

Buddha’s Sermon. Lord Buddha has explained the five main evils in us, and these are called the fire of Lust, 
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Anger, Greed, Attachment and Envy. He preached us that we should be aware of the five fires as they lead 

towards degeneration and destruction of the humanity on the earth.      

The poet has expressed his point of view in many sub-sections in the present movement. We have a 

description of the bank of the Thames where the “loitering heirs of city directors” used to meet with their 

girl-friends, and now the “nymphs are departed” in the first sub-section. The Smyrna merchant, Mr. 

Eugenides and his immorality have discussed in the sub-section II. There is a character of the typist girl in 

the next sub-section, and the fourth deals with the Three Thames Daughters. The last sub-section of the 

movement has the glance of Tiresias where the mythical character of Ovid’s Metamorphoses laments on the 

decay of the modern civilization.       

Tiresias observes that the bank of Thames which was a meeting point of the lover and beloved in summer 

season; is completely empty. Now, there is nobody and the atmosphere is awful due to the excess of cold. The 

trees and plants have departed leaves on the ground. Eliot narrates: 

 “The river bears no empty bottles, sandwich papers, Silk handkerchiefs, carboard boxes, 

cigarette ends Or other testimony of summer nights.”16 

Eliot reveals his sense of despair on the moral and spiritual degeneration of the people of the 

contemporary society. He accepts that people of the modern age are completely after materialism and have 

lack of conscience. The people have forgotten their religion, or blood, and have become materialistic. The 

poet discloses his thoughts of gloominess on the sexual corruption of the age. He explicates: 

 “White bodies naked on the low damp ground And bones cast in a little low dry garret.”17 

This complete section is full of references, myths, images; and made obscure by the use of far-fetched 

imagery. The reference of the story of Philomel is there in the section. Song of the Nightingale and other birds 

indicates the story of Philomel. It reminds us of the sexual-corruption of the modern generation. 

Symbolically, the poet asserts:  

 “Twit twit twit Jug jug jug jug jug jug So rudely forc’d.”18 

Presentation of the character of the typist girl wakes up the current scene of a working young 

employee. She “out of the window perilously spread/ Her drying combinations…”. The relation between the 

girl and that “young man carbuncular” is an alarm to the relations of the modern young people. Life is going 

on so mechanical, and there is a little or no scope of the spirituality. He comes, and she surrenders, and the 

task is over. Passion has defeated thought. There is no emotional relation between them. Human feelings are 

going to die now. Even after such relationship, there is no sense of remorse. She is, as she was—unchanged 

and uninfluenced. Eliot opines:  

 “She turns and looks a moment in the glass Hardly aware   of   her departed lover;”.19 

Song of the Three Thames Daughters reflects the corruption of the age. For all of them are made the 

victim of the same. To involve in such type of immorality has become a means of fashion and entertainment. 

Majority of people are burning under the fire of the covetousness which has been blinding them from 

realization of the truth of life. Intensity of the feelings has shocked the poet who undercurrent of the spirit of 

hopelessness cries in the form of the mythical character. Eliot ends this section with a very powerful cry of 

Tiresias: 
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 “Burning burning burning burning O Lord Thou pluckest me out O Lord Thou pluckest

 burning.”20 

In the contemporary world, a number of the professional and mercenary are dying every day for the 

sake of making more money, and finally, one day threadbarely, sparing all the accumulated properties in this 

world. Work must be done which is our duty for the sake of livelihood and fulfillment of the necessary 

requirements of life in the world on the earth; but what about an accumulation of the great amount of all the 

properties: from morning to the late night without proper rest, diet, and sleep: working endlessly for the 

money at the cost of the relations of our near and dear one—collecting a huge amount for displaying the 

pompous life, and after all, find that life is enveloped under the never ending darkness of sorrow and 

depression, and meets with the end of life with a sigh: I wish that I were conscious of our true relations! ... I 

would that I had enjoyed the true relations! ...  Oh! I spoiled my life! .... Alas! El Dorado!    

     Writing on the relevance of The Waste Land, in the ABC, Religion & Ethics, 

Xavier Symons explicates:            

 “T.S. Eliot’s The Waste Land—more relevant than ever, a century       

     later.”21        

Death by Water is the fourth movement of The Waste Land which runs about the central character, 

Phlebas who lost his life under the whirl of his greed of return, i.e., “And the profit and loss”. Addressing both, 

the Gentile and the Jew, Eliot tries to make understand all the people the reality of life and the result of lust. 

The writer alarms us through this section of the poem from death under lust of money. Everyone is equal 

without distinction of religion for the penalties of the greed in life of which Eliot presents Phlebas as an 

example before us: he becomes blind due to his lust of money and ignores the alarms of the gulls, i.e., “Forgot 

the cry of gulls”; who consequently dies in the sea under a whirl of the storms. Concluding this section, Eliot 

alarms: 

 “Gentile or Jew 

 O you who turn the wheel and look to windward, 

 Consider Phlebas, who was once handsome and tall as you.”22 

What the Thunder Said is the fifth and the last movement of the world famous small epic, The Waste 

Land. The poet is extremely shocked to observe the moral degeneration and the spiritual decay of the 

modern generation. Eliot has expressed his feelings and thoughts on the same in the present section. Like all 

other sections, the present section also deals with barrenness, decay, death, fragmentation of culture and 

civilization, emptiness of society, despair and regret, and failure of the modern civilization. It is accepted that 

the title is based on a dialogue which occurs in The Brihadaranyaka Upanishad, an Indian religious book. 

According to the Upanishad, the three DA i.e., the sound of thunder; gave three messages: 

 Datta  :Be charitable 

 Dayadhvam :Be compassionate, and 

 Damyata :Control yourself  
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Eliot begins the section with an indirect reference to the arrest and the crucifixion scene of Christ, and 

is very much depressed that now Christ and His teachings are dead in the waste land. The Christian who had 

been spiritually alive in the past, have now but a little faith in God and Christianity. The poet writes: 

 “He who was living is now dead We who were living are now dying.”23 

Peace and calm have disappeared from the world and everywhere there is noise of the materialism, 

and the death-bed of spirituality. People have forgotten their nature and blood. They have accepted the 

materialism and rejected the spiritualism. For them, body is everything and Soul is not at all. They reject 

truth and follow untruth and unreal. The poet writes that even in the mountains, there is no room for silence. 

Eliot explicate: 

 “There is not even silence in the mountains.”24 

Tiresias implies that there is no water of religion; although, at places there are hypocrites feigning to 

be religious and virtuous. Being a highly praised symbolist of the 20th century English literature, Eliot has 

employed the art of symbol in the current poetry for making powerful and intense his thoughts. Water 

imagery in the poem has many fold meanings. Listening to the sound of water, Tiresias moves but finds that 

it is hermit-thrush singing its song as: 

“Drip drop drip drop drop drop drop But there is no water.”25     

  

In the next scene, Tiresias has a vision of the destruction of the unreal cities of the waste land. The 

cities may be Jerusalem, Athens, Alexandria and London etc.. The mythical character perceives the falling 

towers and hears murmurs of mother’s lamenting the loss of their dear ones. Eliot reveals:   

“Cracks and reforms and bursts in the violet air Falling towers Jerusalem Athens Alexandria

 Vienna London Unreal.”26        

In the next development of the thought of the poem, the poet presents a picture of India before the 

readers where Tiresias visits and observes that the water of the Ganga had done, gone to the bottom level 

because of heat and dry weather. The lifeless leaves of the trees hung down waiting for rain. Just then black 

clouds gathered over distant pick of the Himalayas. As they come over the jungle, there was a thunder clap: 

DA, DA, DA. Hearing it, the trees of jungle crouched, the living beings gathered together and were still. The 

DA of the thunder clap was a message of God to men, namely if man wants His blessings, he must be 

charitable, compassionate and self-controlled.        

The Waste Land may be criticized on the ground of its pessimism: as has been criticized by a number of the 

critics who believe that the piece is an assertion of the hopeless future prospect with extremes of 

frustrations. Is it really a hopeless documentation of scenario? There has been a great progress in the world 

from passed hundred years. Huts are replacing by flats, homes by the buildings; pavements by the streets, 

streets by the roads, roads by the six lanes; villages by the towns, towns by the cities; the poor by the middle, 

the middle by the rich; wild by the urban, the ugly by the beautiful; the illiterate by the literate; the rags by 

the clothes, the jungles by the gardens and the parks; buses by the metros, metros by the bullet trains; 

walking by the cycling, cycling by the riding of the motorcycle, motor cycle by the car, car by the helicopter, 

helicopter by the plane, telephones by the phones, phones by the smart phones, desktops by the laptops, 2G 

by the 5G... .But the serious question is: Are we happy? Is there peace in life? If the answer is “No”, here is the 

apt time for rethinking on the piece, The Waste Land again.         
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     Peace is the most precious diamond of the ring-life of human beings on 

the earth which is responsible for all our mirth and joy—prepares a path for the bliss of the Omnipotent for 

which the Omnipresent has sent us here; for marry-making till the last breath of life under current and 

vibration of aura of the Omniscient which depends on all our righteousness and deeds. Alphonse De 

Lamartine also advocates:     “Peace at any price”. 27  

Eliot’s contribution is massive for the veneration of the self and the society, and The Waste Land, 

though has spent its hundred years in the world; but the theme of the piece: decay, regret, individual-

disorganization, corruption, fragmentation of the culture and civilization; and awareness to the truth of life 

and way to the bliss is threadbarely, relevant today, too. The writer is successful in the assertion through 

outstanding employments of the far-fetched imageries, symbols, and myths which has differentiated him, 

whose piece has been striving for the decontamination of the contamination in humanity in which striking 

has been his contribution in alarming from current and upcoming decay of the culture and civilization among 

the people of the world. Amazing changes: material progress has been made from the last century all about 

the world but day by day increasing rate of restlessness among the people, and inhumanity under cloud of 

the mirage of scenario has been destroying the peace of mind. Accretion of the material possession at the 

rate of human relations and present life; and for the sake of pompous life and social vanity has been proving 

fiasco. Eliot concludes for: “Shantih shantih shantih” on the globe. 

References: 

1. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land 

2. https://www.transparency.org/en/news/dates-2022-international-anti- 

     corruption-conference-uprooting-corruption-defending-democratic-values 

3. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land 

4. https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0969593119309473 

5. https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2022/01/25/corruption-is- 

    getting-worse-in-many-poor-countries 

6. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land 

7. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land 

8. https://hbr.org/2020/05/leading-through-anxiety 

9. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land 

10. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4610617/ 

11. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land 

12. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land 

13. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land 

14. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land 

http://www.ijnrd.org/


  © 2022 IJNRD | Volume 7, Issue 12 December 2022 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

IJNRD2212254 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  

 

c462 
 

15. https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2022/10/03/the-shock-and- aftershocks-of-the-waste- 

        land#:~:text=T.%20S.,has%20never%20stopped%20sounding%20new 

16. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land 

17. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land 

18. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land 

19. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land 

20. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land 

21. https://www.abc.net.au/religion/t-s-eliot-the-waste-land-relevant-a- century-later/13911320 

22. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land 

23. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land 

24. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land 

25. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land 

26. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land 

27. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47311/the-waste-land  

 

http://www.ijnrd.org/

