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Abstract  

Education means the all-round development of a human being and only through educational development, that the tribal 

society can be moved towards a complex society. Education is the main catalyst for the development of human resources. 

Education is a major central theme for the development of tribes. This study argues that investment in education is 

necessary for development. The state of Jharkhand is also famous for the minerals on the world map as well as for the 

ancient inhabitants of India, i.e., tribals. Literacy and education have always been at the center stage of discussion in the 

process of development of the tribal people of Jharkhand. This journal attempts to investigate and understand the literacy 

level and education among tribal children in Jharkhand. Being a tribal dominated state, what is the level of education among 

the tribes of Jharkhand state, what effective steps need to be taken in the field of education? The present study is an attempt 

to fill this gap. 
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Introduction  

The state of Jharkhand is famous for the ancient inhabitants, i.e. tribals. The "Scheduled Areas" declared by the constitution 

are in this state. Its area is 79,714 square kilometers. The major natural part of the state of Jharkhand is called the Plateau 

of Chhotanagpur. This plateau is a region of hills and valleys. Ranchi, Gumla, Palamu, Latehar, East Singhbhum, West 

Singhbhum, Seraikela, Hazaribagh, Dhanbad and Santhal Pargana areas of Chotanagpur region are the major districts of 

Scheduled Tribes. A tribe refers to a group that resides in a certain geographical area, having a distinct culture, distinct 

customs, distinct language. Each tribe has a certain name, on the basis of which one tribe is considered different from the 

other. According to the 2001 census, the total population of the Scheduled Tribes in India is 8.10 percent of the Indian 

population. These scheduled tribes live on 15 percent of the land. According to the figures of Census-2011, the total 

population of tribal people in Jharkhand is about 86.45 lakhs. Of these, about 7.76 lakh people live in cities. A total of 32 

tribes live in the state. Of these, eight are included in the category of Primitive Tribes (PTG). Apart from these, the total  

population of the remaining 24 tribes is about 83.52 lakhs. And the total population of eight PTGs is around 2.92 lakh. 

According to the 2001 census, more than 70% of the total population of the tribes are illiterate. Educational development 

in tribes is a basic requirement for the existence of their society. Education is the all-round development of man and only 

through educational development can the tribal society be progressed towards a complex society. Tribal development is 

very weak if seen in an educational context. To fulfill this, special attention is being given to tribal development through 
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various schemes being run by the Central Government. Continuous effortsare being made for technical education along with 

teaching training in the direction of making the present generation self-reliant. Universal primary education for tribals is one 

of the major challenges that the state of Jharkhand is facing. This is an important issue given the fact that tribes were denied 

equal opportunities in the past by the government and policy makers. Tribal children in Jharkhand, due to their primitive 

nature, are trapped in an inter-generational vicious cycle of poverty, illiteracy and deprivation. Although the state 

government and tribal affairs, various schemes and programs have been launched by the Ministry to promote universal 

primary education among the residents, such as the setting up of ashram schools in tribal sub-plan areas, construction of 

girls' hostels for scheduled tribes, the scheme for development of primitive tribal groups the PTGBut very few of them have 

actually reached the tribals and benefited them. Many programs have not benefited the tribal communities because the 

programs were not contextualised and localised, considering regional, geographical and physical differences. Another 

beneficial reason for reaching out was the lack of political will, corruption and less attention paid to development in tribal 

areas. This paper highlights the need for special attention to tribal education. 

Purpose: 

1 To examine the educational scenario of the tribal people. 

To find out the reason for the backwardness in education among the tribal people. 

3 To find out the policy towards improving the educational status of the tribal people. 

Scheduled Tribes Education 

Education is the most important element in the development of any community. Literacy rate is one of the most important 

determinants for measuring the percentage of literacy among the people. 

Table 1: Literacy Rate of Scheduled Tribes in India 

Year Scheduled Tribes 

Literacy Rate 

India's Literacy Rate Percentage 
Difference  

1961 8.5 28.3 19.8 

1971 11.3 34.5 18.2 

1981 16.4 43.6 19.9 

1991 29.6 52.2 21.6 

2001 47.1 65.4 18.3 

2011 59.0 74.0 14.0 

Source: Census Of India ( 2001). 

It is clear from the above table that the overall literacy rate has increased smoothly after independence, while the tribal 

literacy rate has increased at a comparatively slow rate. Hence, there has been a remarkable difference between these two 

literacy rates during this period. It is observed that the difference between the overall literacy of India and the ST literacy in 

1991 is very high. But after industrial liberalization in 1991 and various initiatives taken by the government for the 

development of the tribal community, there has been an increase in student enrollment among tribals. The literacy gap has 

steadily narrowed in the post-liberalisation period, which is a positive for tribal education. 
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The average literacy rate of Jharkhand state is 54.13 percent. The rate among the Scheduled Tribes has increased from 27.5 

percent (1991 Census) to 40.7 percent (2001 Census), but despite this improvement, the literacy rate among the tribes is 

much lower than that of all Scheduled Tribes at the national level. The total literacy rate among tribal males and females in 

Jharkhand (54 percent and 27.2 percent) is also much lower than the national level (59.2 percent and 34.8 percent). 

The male literacy rate was 76.84% and female literacy rate was 52.04% as per the 2011 census, while the literacy rate for 

tribal males is 68.2% and for tribal females is 40.2%, which is 8.6 percent and 9.31 percent less than the state's literacy rate. 

The literacy rate of tribal women in Koderma, Pakur, Sahibganj districts is less than 30%. The number of people getting a 

technological education is 2.62 percent. The number of people who have got post-graduate education is 12.76%. But despite 

this improvement, the literacy rate among the tribes is very low as compared to all the scheduled tribes at the national level. 

Among the numerically larger tribes, the Oraons and Kharias have more than half of their population aged seven years and 

above literate, while the literacy rate of the Mundas is at par with all STs at the national level. The ratio is 28.6 percent, 

respectively. The number of persons educated up to matriculation/secondary/senior secondary is 16.5 percent. This means 

that every sixth tribal literate is matriculation pass. Graduate and above is 3.5 per cent. Among the Scheduled Tribes, Mundas, 

Oraons and Kharias have more than 50 per cent school-going children while Santhals, Hor, Lohras have 36-47 per cent 

school-going children.  

Problems and Challenges in Tribal Education 

From the analysis of collected data, many problems for tribal students arise due to the school environment and non-tribal 

school students have problems of adjustment due to cultural differences, inferiority complex among students due to their 

low economic status and weak socio-cultural background. She goes to those who find it difficult to adjust to the school 

environment. The non-tribal children generally do not like them. As a result, they have to form their own small groups. Due 

to this and the co-operative spirit of the rest of the school children, tension arises in the minds of the tribal children. It is 

personal interview status. Based on the data collected through studies and tests, the following facts have come to light: 

Due to their lack of adjustment with the school environment, they get a feeling of weakness. The parents of tribal children 

are mostly illiterate. This also adversely affects their education. They do not get any kind of help at home to solve homework 

and other education-related problems. Due to their distinct language and cultural differences, tribal children find it difficult 

to participate fully in school life. 

Lack of trained teachers in tribal education is also a big obstacle. Many teachers do teaching work in tribal schools but are 

ignorant of tribal life and culture. As a result, they fail to solve the problems of tribal education. Teachers do not understand 

the language of tribal students and hence student-teacher adjustment is not done properly. 

Another challenge in addressing and providing primary education for tribes is the geographical location. Most of the 

primitive tribes still live in the hills, dense forest and difficult terrain and sometimes it is difficult to reach them due to lack 

of roads and transport facilities. Child marriage is the main factor behind educational backwardness in female education, 

for which higher education of girls is not completed and thus the dropout rate increases. 

Language has been the biggest barrier in tribal education. The reason behind the high drop-out rate is also the lack of 

language in education, where most tribal children do not understand the textbooks, which are usually in formal languages 

(Hindi and English). There is a need to develop teaching-learning materials and training/re-employment of teachers in local 

and regional languages. 

Talking about their economic backwardness, the main problem in this is poverty and indebtedness. Even today, there is a 

section of the tribal community that is earning its living by working in the homes of others. Parents are unable to educate 

their children due to financial constraints and sell them to big businessmen or brokers for money. So, children are either 

forced to adopt the abominable work of society or else they have to face human trafficking. The spread of child labor is 
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more in the tribal society and both boys and girls do not get an education and go to work to increase the income of their 

parents. Poverty is so high in them that these people use alcohol, bones, etc. Most of the urban respondents have also said 

that tribal societies have lagged behind due to lack of education and middlemen usurping the funds received by the 

government. It is almost impossible for them to bear the expenses incurred for their children to go to school. The biggest 

reason for the backwardness of the tribes is their economic backwardness, which deprives them of the rest of their facilities. 

Suggestions to Improve Education: 

Traditional local skills and handicrafts should be included in the curriculum. Priority should be given to open educational 

institutions in tribal areas and school buildings should be constructed from the general fund of education. In these areas, 

more and more residential facilities like hostels should be provided for students who walk more than 4 km to go to school. 

The socio-cultural environment of the tribals should be included in the curriculum. Under the three-language formula in 

primary and upper primary schools, one tribal language, the second provincial language and the third language, Hindi, should 

be kept as the national language. This is because tribal children learn the translation of the mother tongue in which they 

grew up at the school level in these classes. Establishment of schools up to secondary level in every village. If this happens, 

girls will not have to go far and parents will not have to worry that their child will go to study in a faraway village. The existing 

means of transport in rural areas will have to be strengthened and connected to remote areas, so that girls of higher classes 

do not face any difficulty in going to school. School timings should be made flexible. Girls are not able to go to school during 

agricultural time, so if school timings are not changed, the dropout rate will increase and enrollment rate will decrease. 

School timings should be flexible, that is, state and local environment. It should be according to Incentive schemes such as 

free textbooks, uniforms and teaching materials should be available in the school. Women teachers should be appointed up 

to primary and secondary level so that parents can feel free to send girls. The adult education program should be similar to 

primary school, where parents can help their children to learn. Arrangements should be made to the minimum; basic 

facilities like drinking water, ladies' toilet, playground, means of entertainment. The education system should be made 

attractive by using modern equipment and computers. Modern education should be made attractive so that the girl's child 

is eager to go to school. 

Conclusion 

 The real importance of such studies does not lie only in knowing to what extent their findings are applicable to the entire 

Indian society and educational system, but the main purpose and importance of such studies is to clarify that India and 

Jharkhand, in particular In what way the effect of education on the tribaland what could be the conditions of transformation 

of this society in the coming future. To address the question of providing equal access to education to tribals, there is a great 

need to understand the context and background of the education system in Jharkhand. , That research is the only medium 

through which their unknown and hidden information can be obtained, so that their real nature and reality can be assessed 

accurately. On the basis of all these facts and information, the government and responsible social welfare NGOs can conduct 

programs for their welfare, which can lead to their welfare and social upliftment. This journal reveals that the education of 

tribals has not received full support from the state and focused efforts in this area are still awaited. 
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