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Abstract: 

This paper is related to Women Education and Government initiatives which has been promoted for women 

education in West Bengal. Education is the human right, a powerful driver of development, and one of the strongest 

instruments for reducing poverty and improving health, gender equality, peace, and stability. Education of women 

is the most powerful tool to change the position in society. Women education in India has been a need of the hour, 

as education is a foundation stone for the empowerment of woman. Education also brings a reduction in inequalities 

and functions as a means of improving their status within the family and develops the concept of participation. 

Thus, the governmental agencies play an important role to open up opportunities to enrol, retain and promote 

women in the education sector. Therefore, the present study focuses in identifying the educational schemes that 

are available for women’s education at the different levels. Also, the objective of the paper is to analyse the 

different schemes available for women. Secondary data is used and necessary method is employed in analysing 

and reporting the findings. 
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I. INTRODUCTION: 

Education is a human right, a powerful driver of development, and one of the strongest instruments for reducing 

poverty and improving health, gender equality, peace, and stability. It delivers large, consistent returns in terms of 

income, and is the most important factor to ensure equity and inclusion. For individuals, education promotes 

employment, earnings, health, and poverty reduction. For societies, it drives long-term economic growth, spurs 

innovation, strengthens institutions, and fosters social cohesion. Developing countries have made tremendous 

progress in getting children into the classroom and more children worldwide are now in school. 

Making smart and effective investments in people’s education is critical for developing the human capital that 

will end extreme poverty. At the core of this strategy is the need to tackle the learning crisis, put an end to Learning 

Poverty, and help youth acquire the advanced cognitive, socioemotional, technical and digital skills they need to 

succeed in today’s world. However, COVID-19 has wreaked havoc on the lives of young children, students, and 

youth. The disruption of societies and economies caused by the pandemic has aggravated the already existing 

global education crisis and impacting education in unprecedented ways. Among its many dramatic disruptions, the 

pandemic has led to the worst crisis in education of the last century.  Globally, between February 2020 and 

February 2022, education systems were fully closed for in-person learning for 141 days on average. In South Asia 

and Latin America & the Caribbean, closures lasted 273 and 225 days, respectively. Even before the COVID-19 

pandemic, this global learning crisis was stark. The learning poverty indicator, created by the World Bank and 

UNESCO Institute of Statistics and launched in 2019, gives a simple but sobering measure of the magnitude of 
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this learning crisis: the proportion of 10-year-old children that are unable to read and understand a short age-

appropriate text.  

In low- and middle-income countries, the share of children living in Learning Poverty – already 57% before 

the pandemic – could potentially reach 70% given the long school closures and the wide digital divide that hindered 

the effectiveness of remote learning during school closures, putting the SDG 4 targets in jeopardy. School children 

have lost an estimated 2 trillion hours – and counting – of in-person instruction since the onset of the COVID-19 

pandemic and subsequent lockdowns. Children and youth in most countries have suffered major learning losses 

during the pandemic. Rigorous empirical evidence from various countries, including low-, middle-, and high-

income contexts across regions, reveals very steep losses. Each month of school closures led to a full month of 

lost learning, reflecting the limited effectiveness (on average) of remote learning. The staggering effects of school 

closures reach beyond learning. This generation of children could lose a combined total of US$21 trillion in 

lifetime earnings in present value or the equivalent of 17% of today’s global GDP – a sharp rise from the 2021 

estimate of a US$17 trillion loss. COVID-19 created an inequality catastrophe. Almost all countries provided some 

form of remote education during school closures, but there was high inequality in access and uptake between and 

within countries. Children from disadvantaged households were less likely to benefit from remote learning than 

their peers, often due to a lack of electricity, connectivity, devices, and caregiver support. Girls, students with 

disabilities, and the youngest children also faced significant barriers to engaging in remote learning. Overall, at 

least a third of the world’s schoolchildren – 463 million globally – were unable to access remote learning during 

school closures. 

II. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY: 

1. To identify the schemes that are available for women in education. 

2. To analyse the schemes that are available for women in education. 

III. DELIMITATIONS: 

 The study is delimited to 

(1) Central Government Schemes for women education  

(2) Higher Education Scheme (UGC) for women education 

(3) West Bengal Government Schemes for women education. 

IV. METHODOLOGY: 

The document analysis method was adopted for the study. Data has been collected from various government e-

sources, i.e., Ministry of Human Resources Development (MHRD); Ministry of Women and Child Development; 

Department of School Education and Literacy Government of West Bengal; Department of Women Development 

and Social Welfare Government of West Bengal; University Grant Commission (UGC) Guidelines 2012-17; Press 

Information Bureau- Government of India; Census Report 2011; and e-newspapers. 

V. ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS: 

1. Identification of different Educational Schemes for women in education 

On analysing the different educational schemes available for women in education, the following National Schemes 

and Government of West Bengal Schemes were identified which are represented in the Table 1. 

Table 1: Identification of Different Educational Schemes for Women in Education 

Name of the 

Educational 

Schemes 

Types of the Educational Schemes 

Central 

Government 

Educational 

Schemes 

 Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya Scheme (KGBVS) 

 National Scheme of Incentives to Girls for Secondary Education 

 Scheme for Construction and Running of Girls’ Hostel for Students 
of Secondary and Higher Secondary Schools 

http://www.ijnrd.org/


             © 2022 IJNRD | Volume 7, Issue 12 December 2022 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

IJNRD2212318 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  

 

d176 

 

 Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) 

 Sukanya Samridhi Yojana 

Higher 

Educational 

(UGC) 

Schemes 

 Swami Vivekananda Single Girl Child Scholarship for Research in 

Social Sciences 

 Post Graduate Indira Gandhi Scholarship for the Single Girl Child 

 Post-Doctoral Fellowship to Women Candidates 

West Bengal 

Educational 

Schemes 

 Kanyashree Prakalpa Government Scheme 

 Sukanyashree Scheme 

 Sabuj Sathi Scheme (Sabooj Sathi) 

 Initiatives Scheme for Girls Students of class IX to XII 

Source: Consulted Government Sources 

ANALYSIS OF DIFFERENT EDUCATIONAL SCHEMES FOR WOMEN IN EDUCATION 

a) Analysis of Central Government Scheme for Women Education: 

The schemes available through the Central Government schemes for women education are as follows: 

i) Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya Scheme (KGBV):  

The KGBV scheme was introduced by the Government of India in 2004 with the target to provide education to the 

girl child by opening up the residential school in the Educationally Backward Blocks. Under the KGBV scheme 

the students will get the amount of scholarship Rs. 100 per month. According to the KGBV Evaluation Report, 

2015, “the scheme has been implemented in 27 States/UTs and the Government of India has sanctioned 3609 

KGBVs in 460 districts as on 30th June 2014” (Programme Evaluation Organization, GOI, 2015). 

ii) National Scheme of Incentives to Girls for Secondary Education:  

The scheme was initiated by the Government of India in 2008 for those girl children who have enrolled in class 

IX in government and government-aided schools. The purpose of the scheme is to reduce drop outs and uphold 

the girls’ education at the secondary level. At the time of admission, the girls should not be more than 16 years 

and should have passed her class VIII from KGBV. The schemes revealed that the eligible candidates are made to 

have a fixed deposit of Rs. 3,000/- which could be later withdrawn after turning 18 years with full interest. 

iii) Scheme for Construction and Running of Girls’ Hostel for Students of Secondary and Higher 

Secondary Schools:  

In order to access the girls’ enrolment at the secondary level of education the government has sponsored the scheme 

in 2008-09 by providing them the facilities of the girls’ hostel so that the girls’ does not have to walk so long to 

attend school from home. The scheme is eligible for those girls’ students studying in class IX and XII with the age 

group of 14-18 years belong to SCs, STs, OBC, Minorities and girls below poverty line. 

iv) Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP):  

In order to protect the birth of the girl child and to reduce the child sex ratio the Government of India has introduced 

the scheme BBBP in 2015 with the objective to reduce the gender discrimination and to facilitate the girls’ 

education at all levels. In 2016 Sakshi Malik who was Rio Olympic bronze medallist was made the brand 

ambassador for ‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao Scheme’ (“Sakshi Malik will be Brand”, 2016). 

v) Sukanya Samridhi Yojana:  

The Government of India introduced Sukanya Smridhi Yojana as a small saving scheme with the aim to meet the 

educational needs of the girl child. For opening the account under the scheme, the age of the girl should be up to 

10 years. The guardian of the girls is supposed to open an account with Rs 1000/-, thereafter every month Rs 100 

have to be deposit for one year till 14 years and the duration of the deposit is up to 21 years. The amount under the 

scheme is exempted under 80C of Income Tax Act. 
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b) Analysis of University Grant Commission (UGC) Educational Schemes for Women:  

The schemes available through the UGC for women education are as follows:  

i) Swami Vivekananda Single Girl Child Scholarship for Research in Social Sciences: 

UGC introduced this scheme in the name of Swami Vivekananda, one of the great supporters for women’s 

education. This scheme aims to protect the girl child in the society and also to support their higher education by 

providing the expenses for pursuing full time/regular PhD in social sciences in universities, provided that the girl 

is an only child of the parents. The fixed age limit is 40 years for general category and 45 years for STs, SCs, OBC 

and PWD candidates. The scholarship duration is five years and divided into two phases (i) fellowship drawing 

amount of Rs. 25,000/- per month for two years and (ii) Rs. 28,000/- per month for the rest three years. 

ii) Post Graduate Indira Gandhi Scholarship for the Single Girl Child: 

The Post Graduate Indira Gandhi Scholarship’ introduced by UGC is for single girl child who are pursuing post 

graduate degree in any universities in India. The purpose of the scheme is to accomplish and endorse the girls’ 

education by providing the scholarship to meet the educational needs during the courses. The age of the candidates 

should not me more than 30 years and the scholarship duration are for two years where the candidates can withdraw 

the allowances of Rs 3,100/- per month. 

iii) Post-Doctoral Fellowship to Women Candidates: 

UGC have introduced the scheme to support women to pursue higher education in research. Women candidates 

with PhD degree could avail this scheme for research in any Indian Universities. The condition is that the candidate 

should be unemployed and up to 55 years of age with relaxation of 5 years for ST, SC, OBC and PWD candidates. 

The tenure of the award is for 5 years, where the amount of grant is divided into two phases - fellowship drawing 

amount of Rs. 38,800/- per month for two years and Rs. 46,500/- per month for the rest three years with 

contingency as approved according to the scheme. 

c) Analysis of Government of West Bengal Schemes for Women Education:  

The schemes available through the Government of West Bengal schemes for women education are as follows:  

i) Kanyashree Prakalpa: 

With the aim to retain the girl child in education, to empower them financially and to stop early marriage the Chief 

Minister of West Bengal introduced the scheme in 2013. The scheme is eligible for girls studying in classes VIII 

to XII with the age group of 13 to 18. The condition is that annual income of parents should not be beyond Rs. 1, 

20,000/-. The benefits of the scheme are (i) girl child of 13 to 18 years will get Rs. 750/- annually and (ii) girl child 

who turns 18 years receives Rs. 25000/- onetime scholarship [3]. The scheme has been implemented in all districts 

in West Bengal State. For her successful project “Kanyashree” United Nation honoured highest public service to 

Chief Minister of West Bengal (Kundu, 2017). 

ii) Sukanyashree Scheme: 

West Bengal Government has launched another scheme named Sukanyashree Scheme, a pilot project to support 

the education of the girls economically and to make them self-reliant by distributing sampling of trees when the 

girls is 0 to 5 years. As per the scheme, the parents of the girl child will get amount of Rs. 26,752/- by growing 

sampling and after three years the parents will get Rs. 60, 000 per annum, if half of the amount i.e., Rs.30, 000 is 

reserved for the girl, she will get Rs. 3 lakhs when she turns 14 and when the girls turn 18 years of age, she will 

get Rs. 6 lakhs (“Sukanyashree project launched to make girls”, 2016).  

iii) Sabuj Sathi Scheme (Sabooj Sathi):  

West Bengal Government coined the scheme Sabuj Sathi, 2015 with the aim to distribute the free bicycles to school 

going girls. The objective is to empower the girl child from rural areas, encourage the child to attend the school 

regularly and reduce drop outs in higher education. The girl students studying in classes IX to XII in Government 

and Government Aided Schools are eligible to receive the cycle. Later the boys’ students are also included under 

the schemes. The scheme has implemented in all districts of State except Kolkata and Darjeeling district. 
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iv) Initiatives Scheme for Girls Students of class IX to XII: 

The scheme was implemented by the state government to encourage the students to continue their higher education 

by providing financial assistance to the girls’ child belonging from poor socio-economic condition. For the scheme 

the girl should be the permanent residents of the state and studying in government schools affiliated to the West 

Bengal Board of Education. Under the scheme Rs 100/- per month is given to the eligible candidates. 

VI. DISCUSSION: 

i) Central Government Schemes for Women Education: 

Education is important for the development of a woman. Development of a woman leads the nation in to higher 

strata. There are many factors like poverty, unemployment of the parents, practice of child marriages, 

discrimination, female foeticide/infanticide and gender inequalities which keeps women backward. According to 

the World Bank, in India 21.2% of its population live below poverty line at the international poverty line $1.90 

PPP/day lives below poverty line in 2011. This is a greatest problem and hurdles to access higher education 

especially for girls. To uplift the girls’ education in the nation and to remove the difficulties, the Government of 

India has launched many schemes like National Scheme of Incentives to Girls for Secondary Education, Beti 

Bachao Beti Padao, Sukanya Samridhi Yojna, Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya, and Provision of free hostel. 

The main targets of the schemes are girl students studying in the government and government-aided schools. Their 

main goal is to promote girls’ education and to empower them financially. The Government of India is allocating 

grants to them in the form of scholarships to support their education and to reduce their drop outs from the schools 

at all stages. All the schemes have achieved a great success after its implementation. According to Census 2011, 

the child sex ratio in India has reduced from 927 females per 100 males in 2001 to 919 females in 2011 (Press 

Information Bureau, GOI, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 2014). Also, the Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana 

had tested a huge success (Srinivas, 2015). The schemes have helped many needy girls to pursue their education 

and to meet their educational needs. Mahadev Hansda general manager of Save the Children revealed that, 

“Kasturba Gandhi schools only in the Jharkhand that girl student is lucky to study till class XII, whereas in other 

states, schools are either till class VIII or X” (Sahuliyar, 2016). All the schemes of Central Government have 

started implementing successfully after it has launched and achieving progress till date throughout the nation.  

ii) Higher Education Scheme (UGC) for Women Education: 

The University Grants Commission (UGC) has introduced total 19 schemes to provide educational opportunities 

to the students financially to pursue higher education. Among those, the (i) Swami Vivekananda Single Girl Child 

Scholarship for Research in Social Sciences, and (ii) Post Graduate Indira Gandhi scholarship for Single Girl Child 

has especially focused on single girl child with the intention to identify the importance of girl child and to educate 

them. The main objectives of all the schemes are to provide the financial assistance to the girls’/women in higher 

education. The eligible criteria for the schemes should be girls’ students studying or doing full time research in 

any central and state government colleges, universities and institutions. The eligible candidates can draw the 

scholarship as decided by the relevant schemes to support their cost of higher education. The schemes are 

successfully implemented across the country. Every year on the basis of the superiority and quality of the research 

proposal UGC selects the number of students for the fellowship. The eligible and qualified candidates are receiving 

scholarships provided by the UGC to continue their further education without any hindrances and difficulties. 

iii) Government of West Bengal Schemes for Women Education: 

West Bengal is a State situated in the Eastern part of India consisting total population of 9.13 Crore (Census 2011) 

which has increased from 8.02 Crore (Census 2001) (West Bengal Population Census Data, 2011). The rate of 

literacy is considered one of the important keys for the socio-economic development of a county (Desai, 2012). In 

West Bengal State, the literacy rate of female was 59.61% whereas male literacy was 77.02% according to Census 

2001, which has increased female literacy to 70.54% against 81.69% male literacy rate as in Census 2011 (West 

Bengal Population Census Data, 2011). Besides implementing the schemes launched by Government of India in 

the state, the Chief Minister of the West Bengal State has introduced some schemes for the girls with the aim to 

enhance and encourage them towards higher education financially. Schemes like Kanyashree Prakalpa, distribution 

of free bicycles, sampling of trees and intensive for scholarships has provided by the State Government with the 

aspire to help the poor and needy girls to pursue higher education, to prevent drop outs and to empower girls 
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physically, mentally and economically. For all the schemes the Government of State has targeted the school going 

girls’ studying in the schools of West Bengal State. Their eligible criteria are per according to the schemes. The 

schemes have successfully implemented throughout the state and have also achieved great accomplishment. All 

the schemes are implementing successfully throughout the state and the girls’ especially from the poor socio-

economic background are taking a full advantage of the opportunities and facilities provided by the State 

Government to access their higher education and stop marriage at an early age.  

VII. CONCLUSION: 

Keeping in mind the importance of education for women the whole nation has to move towards contributing 

progress for women’s education. It is well understood from the above schemes that the Governments are putting 

full efforts for the progress of women in education. All the objectives of the schemes have focused to support the 

education of the girls’ by providing them scholarships, constructing hostels, distributing sampling of trees, opening 

the saving accounts etc. The financial assistance provided by the governments is meeting the educational needs of 

the girl child especially those belong to disadvantages group and low socioeconomic status. But some of the grants 

of scholarships under schemes i.e., Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya and Initiatives Scheme for Girls Students 

of class IX to XII, the girl students get only Rs. 100/- per month which is very lesser amount to meet the expenses 

in the present day. Besides supporting the education to women, the schemes have also put great endeavour to 

empower the women socially, become self-reliant and independent economically. It is believed that empowerment 

of the women leads the nation towards the development. Educated women can bring changes in all spheres and in 

all aspects. It also has to bring changes in the mind sets of a society on the importance of girls and girls’ education. 

The governments have introduced many schemes to uplift the women for higher education, now it is the duty of 

the society, institutions and organizations to arrange the awareness programme to make people to aware and 

understand the schemes available for women and their importance. 
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