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Abstract 
 

Partition ,the process of dividing the sub continent along sectarian lines which took place in 1947 as India gained 

its independence from the British colonial empire. It is a great historic event with world wide percussion. It 

made people devastated due to its continuous violence. To escape from the situation people have chosen 

literature as a mode of escape and as we all know that history has always offered a great context in literary work 

which used appropriately can provide a good use and literature has always been a good source for presenting 

history from time to time. We have seen many movies and read so many books about the sufferings of people 

during the partition but have we ever wondered about those who left after the partition ,what was their take on 

it, how they react, how they feel. Whether they wanted to go on the other side of the line or not, whether they 

were treated right or accepted by their own community people. There were so many questions that went around 

when we read and had a close approach towards the partition and its After effect .  

 

Keywords-  Partition, mental health, struggle, identity, women exploitation. 

 

Introduction  

Toba Tek Singh, a short story written by Sadat Hasan Manto, a colonial writer of India as well as Pakistan. Born 

in sambrala in 1912 of (Ludhiana district), he lived there until 1936 and then moved  to Lahore in 1947 where 

he died due to alcoholism. The particular story Toba Tek Singh is a satire on the chaos of partition which was 

happening across the country.  
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   “ a couple years partition of the country  it occurred to respective   government of India and Pakistan that inmates of 

lunatic asylum haloed be exchanged muslim lunatic from India should be sent to Pakistan and Hindu and Sikh lunatic 

from Pakistan should be sent to India..”( kingdom's end 11 ) 

This news of separation which occurred on the basis of religious communities was a part of the political agenda 

by the so-called  leaders of the countries. It had created a sense of tension among the people who were clueless, 

violence had occurred in different parts of the countries , people who used to live like brothers were now 

becoming the enemy. But among all these violence, brutality people forget  or we can say missed the reality of 

the outside world. And through his works Manto had depicted the true side of partition. Which was done only 

to fully fulfil their own wish. 

The particular text  was originally written in Urdu language. The story is set inside a mental asylum of 

Lahore.  And all the characters and   settings are merely a tool for the reflection of the outside world.it  been 

said that Manto too had experienced mental illness and also suffered from alcoholism  and  some kind of 

disorder. In this text Manto had used a kind of miniature of  people from different caste and religion to depict 

the ongoing situations which created havoc due to the partition.  

Bishan Singh is the protagonist of the story who belongs to a place Toba tek singh, he also has some depressive 

disorder. He was left by his family fifteen years back and until now he didn't utter a word to anyone, 

'upper the gur gur the annexe the bag Dhyan the mung the salt of ialtain.' 

 He never took a bath or wore clean clothes. Instead on the day of visiting, he got up early, took a bath and got 

ready for the visitors, all the officials said that he had a kind sixth sense which made him do so. 

The official of the asylum had stated that for fifteen years he was continuously standing, his feet were swollen 

due to that and he spoke to none and only uttered those words when being asked something. 

There has been chaos and confusion amongst the people both outside and inside regarding this partition. They 

didn't understand how overnight a place can be changed, they have gone into deep alienation, there is pain of 

division from their homeland, from their loved ones. They started feeling nostalgic. on the other side. All the 

lunatics in the asylum were tense too, they were in confusion whether they were in India and Pakistan right 

now. A kind of hurdle has been created between them. 

Also there were some patients who were illegally admitted to the asylum, somehow to save them from sever 

punishment charges for murder, rape, theft and so on. After getting the news of partition they too have started 

holding grudges from the inmates of different communities. 
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              " A muslim lunatic from chaniot who used to be one of the most devoted worker of All India Muslim league….. 

announced himself as Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah. This had led Sikh inmate to declare himself master Tara 

Singh, the Sikh leader. Apprehending serious communal trouble, the authorities declared them dangerous and shut them 

up in separate cell."( Kingdom's end 13) 

Not only violence and a kind of riot took also after hearing the news many got confused and they acted weird. 

'one had climbed up to the trees and announced that he didn't want to live neither in Pakistan nor in India so he 

was going to live on the tree.' Another inmate who was a radio engineer basically belong to muslim community 

was so caught up in the debate of India Pakistan separation that one day he took all his clothes and handed over 

to other attendants and ran in the garden wholly naked. There were two Anglo- Indian in the European ward, 

when they heard the news that Britishers had decided to move out from India they got upset. Whole day they 

confront each other,They were in deep shock whether their cell was going to be European or would it be 

demolished, whether they were going to get their usual breakfast or if they would have to eat disgusting Indian 

chapati.  

Everyone there has their own kind of problems due to this division of lines. All the emotions and feelings were 

well portrayed by Manto in this text.  

Before partition each and all people lived together with love, peace, harmony. This situation is proved when 

Bishan Singh old muslim friend, Fazal Din come meet him from his hometown, Toba tek singh. He was the one 

who informed him that soon Bishan is going to India, there he gives regards to ' Bhai Balbir singh' , Bhai 

Wadhwa Singh and Bain Amrita kaur.' he also added to tell them that he was doing good also the buffaloes 

were well which was given by Balbir. He also brings gifts, ' a nice treat from home.' Later Bishan Singh gave it 

to the attendants. 

This shows the love and affection amongst the people of the same or other community which was being 

breached by selfish people for their political gain.  

Manto had presented the agony of partition and its trauma with the help of the old character ' Bishan Singh' who 

is a prosperous landlord in the town named Toba tek Singh. He was  always in deep thought of his ancestral 

home, his family and his daughter who was an infant fifteen years back. Getting the news of partition he 

simultaneously asked attendants  

'where is Toba tek Singh?' ;Is it in India or Pakistan?   

http://www.ijnrd.org/
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Some inmates  for fun had told him that it was neither in India nor in Pakistan. Instead they didn't pass any 

order. He continuously asked them to pass the order so that he will be able to go to his hometown. The 

continuous dialogue of Bishan Singh shows his anxiety and immense love for his home. The condition of him 

was just like that bird in a cage who wanted to fly but couldn't due to the chains. 

Toward the end when the Pakistani army was trying to send him to India, he stood stable at one place and told 

them ' this is Toba tek Singh' (kingdom's end 18).' and the story ends on a sad note with his death. 

                   " Bishan Singh , the man who stood on his legs for fifteen years screamed and as officials from both 

sides rushed towards him, he collapsed on the ground. There behind barbed wire , one side lay India and behind 

more barbed wire lay Pakistan. In between , on a bit of earth which had no name, lay Toba tek Singh." 

(Kingdom's end 18) 

Analysis 

The text ' Toba tek Singh'.  Dealt with the theme of partition and its aftermath. Through this text Manto had 

reflected the impact of geographical division of lands into different countries, communities which left   the 

common people in State of deep shock. There is a soreness among people which was also depicted by Faiz 

Ahmed Faiz through following lines:- 

Ye dagh dagh ujala, ye shab gazeeda seher 

Wo intezar tha jiska kahin ye wo Sahar to nahi 

Ye wo sahar to nahi, jiski arzu lekar chaley thay yar ki mil jayegi kahin na kahin. 

                                       ( Subh - e - azadi) 

Manto is well-known for the stories based on partition and after partition and the conditions around that. He 

delivered about violence, brutality, communal riots around the country and also about the exploitation of 

women; how they were being treated at that time. 

When Bishan Singh asked about his daughter Fazal Din with hesitation- 

   "I did what I could to help. Your daughter Roop kaur……' she is safe too…. In India." (kingdom's end 16) 

Through this conversation we didn't get the exact condition of Bishan's daughter but there might have been 

chances that she may have been killed or abducted during the partition. Manto has described the vulnerability 

of women. Like in Boo, Kohl Do , Thanda gosht . How people became monsters at that time and what they did 

to children, women, and refugees. It occurred like a holocaust during the time of partition. 
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  "Partition unleashed a wave of bloodshed. people who found themselves in the wrong country rushed towards 

their respective country on foot,  by bull-carts,  by the trains etc. Approx 7 million people travelled from India 

to Pakistan. Another 7 million travelled from Pakistan to India. Mobs hidden in the way to slaughter the people, 

Muslims, Hindu, Sikhs killed each other…. Train carriages dubbed 'bloodshed'. Women were raped and 

abducted, many of them were mutilated and had their breasts cut off. Pregnant women were attacked by mobs 

and had their bellies cut out. Children were also not spared, many women got killed by their  fathers and brothers 

to save them from brutality or some killed themselves by jumping in well for their safety."   

 (World, Art. “Impact of Partition.”    India-Pakistan Partition Explained, 2020). 

Identity is also being reviewed by Manto through Bishan Singh; during the partition at the border he refused to 

leave the particular place i.e Toba tek Singh, a place which kept memorising his identity from where he belongs. 

He rather chooses to die on no man's land than to move either to India or Pakistan by leaving his memories. 

Salman Rushdie in Imaginary Homeland : essays and criticism had pointed out the sense of belongings. ' We 

are not god's but wounded creatures, cracked lenses, capable only in Fractured perception. 

"It may have argued that the past is the country from which we all have emigrated, that it's loss is a part of our 

common humanity." 

And this sense of belonging was always being felt by Bishan Singh, whenever any visitors came he always 

asked them about his family and his hometown. 

 

Gulzar's Toba tek Singh 

The poem Toba tek Singh was started just after the end of Manto's story. Gulzar was so mesmerised by Manto's 

story and the puns of partition that he decided to portray a few verses about the incident. 

The poem begins with a man who came to meet Manto's Bishan at the Wagah border where he was lying 

unconscious on the no man's land just after the divisions of lunatics of both India and Pakistan. 

            " Mujhe Wagah pe Toba tek Singh wale Bishan se milna hai, 

Suna hai wo abhi tak suuje pairon pe khada hai jaha Manto ne usse choda tha." 

In the poem, the poet has something more to tell about the aftermath of the partition. He wanted to tell that 

Bishan was not alone the victim of this bloodshed. Many were either  butchered or roaming around as a refugee 

in a very pitiable condition. 
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               "Abhi kuch aur bhi dil hai ki jin ko batane ka, katne ka kaam zari, 

Wo batware toh phele tha abhi kuch aur batware baki hain." 

The poet has his pocket full of the incidents which he has to depict Bishan Singh, he has to tell  his dear friend 

Faizal din about the death of 'Wadhwa Singh', Bhain Amrita and Lehna singh. They got killed before reaching 

the other side, their heads were slain and bodies became corpses. He consoles Bishan that he is not alone, who 

is in pain.there were millions undergoing the same emotions. Not all have reached their desired destination, 

there were few who were left on both sides of the borders.  

            " Mujhe Wagah pe Toba tek Singh wala Bishan aksar yeh keh k bolta hai, 

' uppar te gurr gurr di moong daal di lalten di Hindustan te Pakistan di durr fifth moonh.' 

Conclusion 

 Literature has always been the escape or the vivid picture of society. Many writers have given their soul in their 

works to bring out the truth of ongoing situations whether it's about the present scenario or the past. Partition, a 

single word but has leftovers on millions of people at present time as well, which was started for its own benefits 

or we can say to make a better world but ended up worstly. Writers like Khushwant Singh, Amrita Pritam , 

Bhishma Sahni and so on have gone through the taste of this bitter medicine and beautifully they have picturised 

about the division and its after effects. 

Manto's Toba tek Singh is just a small witness of those horrible incidents which started just after two years of 

partition. It reflects society and nature all around. And also leaves an imprint on people including 'Gulzar' also, 

who had tremendously written the voices of those minorities who had been left unheard. 
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