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Abstract : The researcher aims to be providing a detailed study of marital rape. The study includes the meaning of the term marital 

rape along with discussions about its History. This research also aims in providing a detailed study of various aspects of provisions 

available in India and other parts of the world. This research is a comprehensive study about the condition of women even in the 21st 

century. The researcher also tells about the various loopholes in the Indian law and order related to marital rape. This research also 

aims in promoting awareness in the society bout the topic. There are many suggestions also given as a remedy to the problem. 

Marital rape is something which is so prominent yet so invisible to people. It is not only the infringement of a woman’s right but also 

the promotion of a ‘LEGAL CRIME’. This idea is highlighted in the research paper. It also throws light on the comparision between 

different provisions around the world. 
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SCOPE OF RESEARCH: 

The scope of this research is to know about the perspective of people relating to marital rape. The researcher will be writing about 

many of the provisions around the world which concerns marital rape. The research paper will also have contents relating to Indian 

perspective of marital rape and reformatory suggestions. 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

 

“Women aren't safe, before or after marriage. 

Marriage is sometimes a license or a legal way to rape.” 

 

“ 'I do', doesn't mean ‘I will’ everytime he'd ask for it.”1 

 

“If a women is raped by a stranger, she has to live with those memories and grudge for life.2 

But if a women is raped by her own husband she has to live her whole life with the rapist.” 

 

Marital rape is composed of two words ,‘marital’ and ‘rape. The word marital comes from the latin word ‘maritus’ which means 

husband. The word marital is related to marriage. The verb rape comes from the Latin word rapere which means to snatch, to grab or 

to carry off. Now the meaning of rape has changed in modern world. Marital rape or spousal assault is the demonstration of sex with 

one's accomplice other than the life partner's assent. The absence of assent is the fundamental viewpoint and need now not contain 

physical brutality. Conjugal assault is respected a structure of home brutality and sexual maltreatment. Albeit, truly, sex inside 

marriage was once considered as an appropriate of companions, taking part in the demonstration without the life partner's assent is 

presently generally analyzed through guideline and society as a wrong and as a wrongdoing. It is perceived as assault by numerous 

social orders far and wide, disavowed by utilizing overall shows, and progressively condemned. The issues of sexual and abusive 

behavior at home inside marriage and the family unit, and extra explicitly, the issue of viciousness contrary to ladies, have come to 

developing overall enthusiasm from the second 50% of the twentieth century. All things considered, in numerous nations, conjugal 

assault either remains outside the criminal law, or is unlawful however widely endured. Laws are once in a while being upheld, 

because of elements going from hesitance of specialists to seek after the wrongdoing, to absence of open understanding that sex in 

marriage with the exception of assent is unlawful. Conjugal/marital assault is more noteworthy generally talented by method for 

ladies, however no longer only. Conjugal assault is routinely an interminable structure of viciousness for the unfortunate casualty 

which takes zone inside harsh relations. It exists in an entangled trap of country governments, social practices, and cultural belief 

systems which consolidate to affect each amazing event and circumstance in shifting manners. The hesitance to condemn and arraign 

conjugal assault has been ascribed to customary perspectives on marriage, understandings of religious regulations, contemplations 

about male and young lady sexuality, and to social desires for subjection of a spouse to her significant other—sees which continue to 

be regular in numerous pieces of the world. In earlier times, women were recognised as the property of men. They were thought to be 

                                                         
1 Richard Gelles 
2 Richard Gelles 
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the ‘OBJECTS’ owned by them. They were ill treated and did not have a good status in society. They were subject to violence, 

disrespect, etc. Rape was recognised as crime or tort or theft of a man's property in early times. 

Similarly, in the cases of rape, since the women were thought as the property of men or husband to be more precise rape was 

considered as a damage to property of her husband. Hence it was believed that it wasn't the woman who was the victim but instead it 

was her husband. Therefore by looking at this we can say that marital rape was not recognised back in history as it was the husband 

who was the culprit here. Hence by understanding this we can say that it was the belief that a husband couldn't rape his wife. The 

idea was that a husband had a right to engage in the act without the concent of his wife but in many countries such an act is 

recognized as an offence and is getting criminalized. The concept  that a husband cannot rape his wife was described by Sir Matthew 

Hale in his book History of the Pleas of the Crown which was published in 1736, where he wrote that "The husband cannot be guilty 

of a rape committed by himself upon his lawful wife, for by their mutual consent and contract the wife hath given up herself in this 

kind unto her husband, which she cannot retract". Also, American and English law subscribed until the 20th century to the system 

of coverture, that is, a legal doctrine under which, upon marriage, a woman's legal rights were subsumed by those of her 

husband. The implication was that once unified by marriage, a spouse could no longer be charged with raping one's spouse, anymore 

than be charged with raping oneself. 3 

 

NEED OF THE STUDY. 

 

The objectives of this research are as follows- 

•To study about marital rape. 

•To promote awareness on marital rape. 

•To analyze the conditions of women in India. 

•To study about cases and provisions for marital rape in India. 

•To study about the lacunae in Indian law. 

•To study the provisions of marital rape in other countries. 

•To provide suggestions for reformatory steps. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

The following research paper will comply with a purely doctrinal and analytical method of research and will constitute consultation 

with both primary and secondary sources. The research shall be descriptive in nature and will also follow an analytical approach. 

This is just an attempt to review the existing format and establishing a correlation with the subjective format. 

 

THE CASE IN INDIA : 

The meaning of assault classified in Article 3754 of the Indian Penal Code ("IPC") incorporates all types of rape including 

nonconsensual intercourse with a lady. Be that as it may, Special case 2 to Segment 375 excludes reluctant sex between a spouse and 

a wife more than fifteen years old from Area 375's meaning of "assault" and therefore vaccinates such acts from indictment. 

According to present day law, a life partner is attempted to supply interminable agree to have intercourse with her significant other in 

the wake of going into conjugal relations. While reluctant sexual contact between a husband and a life partner is analyzed as a law 

breaker offense in about every single country of the world, India is one of the 36 which still doesn't have condemned conjugal 

assault. The Preeminent Court that is the Supreme Court of India and an assortment of High Courts are as of now overflowed with 

writ petitions testing the defendability of this exemption, and in an ongoing milestone judgment, the Incomparable Court condemned 

reluctant sexual contact with a spouse somewhere in the range of fifteen and eighteen years old. This judgment has in flip prompted 

an expansion in various writs testing the legality of Special case 2 all in all. In light of progressing prosecution, this Article 

fundamentally investigations the legality of Special case 2.  

The NarendraModi Government's reactionary stand that condemning conjugal assault would "destabilize the establishment of 

marriage" and could rise as an easy apparatus to "annoy spouses" in RIT Establishment versus Association of India, which is pending 

under the watchful eye of the Delhi unnecessary court, is totally baffling. The administration appears to have found some unusual 

connection between sparing the association of marriage and never again condemning conjugal assault. It is difficult to perceive how 

assault of a lady by means of her better half is any less merciless than triple talaq or polygamy, which the present government hopes 

to have been a decent arrangement worried about. Such shameful conduct of the Middle echoes our inborn cultural misogyny, which 

throughout the years has prompted likewise oppression of ladies.  

In a study performed by utilizing Universal Place for Exploration on Ladies (2011) almost 20% of Indian folks articulated at any rate 

once having completed sexual savagery against a lady accomplice. In some other examination through National Wellbeing and 

Family Study (NFHS-4) for the year 2015-16, 5.6% female have been referenced as unfortunate casualties underneath the class of 

"physically constrained her to have sex with him notwithstanding when she didn't decide to".  

The ongoing judgment by the Gujarat intemperate court in NimeshbhaiBharatbhai Desai versus Territory of Gujarat (2017) 

extravagantly managed the trouble of conjugal assault, and referred to that, "making companion assault unlawful or an offense will 

remove the ominous dispositions that advance the conjugal assault"; in any case, due to non-acknowledgment of conjugal assault as a 

wrongdoing beneath the Indian criminal structure, the court docket held that the spouse is obligated exclusively for insulting her 

humility and unnatural sex. Thus, the pinnacle court in Free Idea versus Association of India and Anr (2017) has condemned sex with 

a minor life partner matured somewhere in the range of 15 and 18 years, yet has ceased from making any discourse identified with 

the conjugal assault of a lady who is over 18 years old.  

While the Narendra Modi specialists has been hugely energetic in pointing out lacunas inside Islamic conjugal practices, it has 

neglected to handle the issue of sexual orientation viciousness by and large, one such horrifying model being the non-criminalisation 

of conjugal assault. The particular compassion toward one exact class of women through the specialists to section the union of 

Muslim decisions in favor of political accomplish is despicable. It's the minute in time when we inquiry why conjugal assault, 

                                                         
3 Referred to(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marital_rape /history on 26-09-2019 
4Availble at https://indiankanoon.org/doc/623254/(Section 375 in The Indian Penal Code) 
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regardless of being one of the most appalling violations one can submit contrary to a lady, has neglected to gain center according to 

the law.  

Insights is given beneath in perceive to India's expense of conjugal assaults  

Madiha Kark gauges 54% of assault violations are unreported. An UN find out about of 57 nations gauges essentially 11% of assault 

and rape occurrences worldwide are ever announced.5 

This carries us to the inquiry if marriage in India is an agreement for criminal sex, among different issues - the spot a man wouldn't 

like to request consent and is allowed to force himself on the spouse? 

While the vast majority of the created world has punished conjugal assault, shockingly, there is no guideline to shield hitched women 

towards conjugal assault in India – Home Issues serve Haribhai Chaudhary had expressed that conjugal assault can't be made a 

criminal offense in India on account of extreme absence of education rate, destitution, exceptional religious convictions and the very 

'holiness' of marriage.  

The lovely way that the guideline ensures young ladies exposed to conjugal assault is by accusing the spouse of a minor offense of 

cold-bloodedness, the discipline of which goes as long as three years in prison or a fine. In more awful cases, she can scanning for 

controlling request and security underneath aggressive behavior at home enactment.  

 

LACUNAE IN INDIAN LAW: 

The entire lawful offense device alluding to assault is wrecked, packed with Catch 22s. The preeminent jail lacunae that come in the 

method for engaging ladies towards conjugal assault are:  

— The legal understanding has expanded the extent of Article 21 of the Constitution of India significantly and "appropriate to remain 

with human dignity"21 is inside the ambit of this article. Conjugal assault really abuses the best possible to remain with respect of a 

lady and with that impact, it is presented, that the special case outfitted under Segment 375 of the Indian Correctional Code, 1860 is 

violative of Article 216 of the Constitution.  

— Article 14 of the Constitution ensures the crucial legitimate that "the State will now not deny to any character correspondence 

sooner than the guideline or the equivalent security of the lawful rules inside the domain of India". Article 14 accordingly shields a 

person from State separation. Be that as it may, the special case under Area 375 of the Indian Reformatory Code, 1860 separates with 

a life partner with regards to wellbeing from assault. In this manner, it is presented, that with this impact, special case gave 

underneath Segment 375 of the Indian Punitive Code, 1860 is never again a genuine looking grouping, and accordingly, damages the 

insurance guaranteed beneath Article 14 of the Constitution.  

— However assurance of the poise of women is a fundamental obligation underneath the Constitution,22 giving occasion to feel 

qualms about an obligation every single native "to give up practices harsh to the pride of a lady"; it looks that home viciousness and 

conjugal assault do now not go under the meaning of respect.  

— The "Joined Countries Show on the End of All Types of Separation towards Ladies" (CEDAW), of which India is a signatory, has 

seen that this kind of oppression young ladies damages the ideas of uniformity of rights and acknowledge for human respect. Further, 

the Commission on Human Rights, at its fifty-first session, in its Goals No. 1995/85 of 8-3-1995 entitled "The end of brutality 

contrary to ladies" prescribed that conjugal assault must be condemned 

 A husband can't be indicted for assaulting his mate since agree to marriage surmises agree to sex. This suggests engaging in 

sexual relations whenever, anyplace and of any sort is an inferred timeframe of the agreement of marriage, and the spouse ought not 

break that term of the agreement.  

 The guideline keeps a lady under 18 years from wedding, anyway then again, it legitimizes non-consensual sex with a life 

partner who is essentially 15 years old.  

 The Indian Corrective Code, 1860 states that it is assault if the woman is presently not the life partner of the man concerned 

and is under 16, regardless of whether she consents.23 However on the off chance that she is a spouse, no longer  underneath 15 and 

does never again assent, it is currently not assault.  

 However assurance of the respect of women is a fundamental obligation underneath the Constitution,22 giving occasion to 

feel qualms about an obligation every single native "to give up practices disdainful to the poise of a lady"; it looks that home 

savagery and conjugal assault do now not go under the meaning of pride. 

 The "Joined Countries Show on the End of All Types of Separation towards Ladies" (CEDAW), of which India is a 

signatory, has seen that this kind of oppression young ladies damages the ideas of uniformity of rights and acknowledge for human 

respect. Further, the Commission on Human Rights, at its fifty-first session, in its Goals No. 1995/85 of 8-3-1995 entitled "The end 

of savagery contrary to ladies" prescribed that conjugal assault must be condemned. 

 A husband can't be arraigned for assaulting his mate since agree to marriage surmises agree to sex. This suggests engaging 

in sexual relations whenever, anyplace and of any sort is an inferred timespan of the agreement of marriage, and the spouse ought not 

rupture that term of the agreement. 

 The guideline keeps a lady under 18 years from wedding, anyway then again, it authorizes non-consensual sex with a 

companion who is just 15 years old.  

— The Indian Punitive Code, 1860 states that it is assault if the woman is presently not the life partner of the man concerned and is 

under 16, regardless of whether she consents.23 However on the off chance that she is a spouse, no longer underneath 15 and does 

never again assent, it is currently not assault.  

— Another mystery is that as per the Indian Reformatory Code, 1860, it is assault if there is a non-consensual intercourse with a mate 

who is matured somewhere in the range of 12 and 15 years. In any case, the discipline may likewise both be a phenomenal or a 

detainment for a most timeframe of 2 years or both,24 which is quite less rather than the discipline provided for assault open air the 

marriage.  

— However the promoters of ladies' privileges verified a provision in 1983 beneath which it is unlawful for a man to have sex with 

his isolated life partner pending separation, the courts are hesitant to sentence spouses disregarding the law. 

                                                         
5https://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/why-criminalisation-of-marital-rape-is-still-a-distant-dream-in-india-118102900084_1.html 

6https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1199182/ 
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Physical and mental aftereffects of conjugal assault 

In spite of the recorded fantasy that assault by utilizing one's accomplice is a very inconsequential occasion perpetrating little injury, 

query proposes that conjugal assault routinely has extraordinary and durable ramifications for ladies. The real outcomes of conjugal 

assault may likewise comprise of mishaps to individual organs, cuts, irritation, wounding, torn muscles, exhaustion and regurgitating. 

Ladies who have been battered and assaulted by their spouses may experience other physical punishments comprising of harmed 

bones, bruised eyes, ridiculous noses, and blade wounds that occur over the span of the sexual brutality. Explicit gynecological 

punishments of conjugal assault envelop unnatural birth cycles, stillbirths, bladder diseases, fruitlessness and the functional 

compression of explicitly transmitted sicknesses comprising of HIV. 

Ladies who are assaulted through their sidekicks are plausible to experience extreme mental punishments also. A portion of the 

transitory aftereffects of conjugal assault comprise of nervousness, stun, extreme dread, sorrow, self-destructive ideation, and post-

horrible pressure. Long haul results as often as possible comprise of cluttered eating, rest issues, gloom, issues in setting up confiding 

seeing someone, and extended awful feelings about themselves. Mental results are more then likely to be durable. Some conjugal 

assault survivors record flashbacks, sexual brokenness, and passionate hurt for a considerable length of time after the savagery. 

 

Legitimate capacity in various nations: 

US analysts gauge that 10% to 14% of wedded female experience assault in marriage. At the point when analysts inspected the 

frequency of exceptional sorts of assault, they found that conjugal assault obligations for about 25% of all rapes. In spite of the event 

of conjugal assault, this issue has gotten profoundly little consideration from social researchers, experts, the convict equity 

framework, and bigger society all in all. Indeed, it was once now not till the Seventies that the general public began to prestigious 

that assault in marriage could even happen.  

Till as of late, the general standard used to be that a husband couldn't be sentenced for the offense of assaulting his mate as he is 

qualified for have sex with his better half, which is suggested under the agreement of marriage. In 1993, conjugal assault developed 

to be a wrongdoing in each of the fifty States, under at any rate one area of the sexual offense codes. However, it is super that lone a 

minority of the States have abrogated the conjugal assault exception completely, and that it remains in some offer or other in all the 

rest. In most American States, opposition necessities all things considered apply. In seventeen States and the Area of Columbia, there 

are no exclusions from assault arraignment conceded to spouses. In any case, in thirty-three States, there are still a few exclusions 

given to spouses from assault indictment. At the point when his life partner is most defenseless (for example she is rationally or 

physically impeded, oblivious, snoozing and so on.) and is legitimately unfit to assent, a spouse is absolved from indictment in a 

significant number of these thirty-three States. The presence of some spousal exceptions in most of States proposes that assault in 

marriage is by the by treated as a lesser wrongdoing than various assortments of assault. Critically, the presence of any spousal 

exclusion recommends an acknowledgment of the ancient handle that spouses are the property of their husbands and the marriage 

agreement is privilege to sex.  

In Britain, before as a boundless guideline, a man should never again have been considered to be capable as a transcendent of assault 

upon his better half, for the spouse is in prominent incapable to withdraw the agree to sex, which is a period of the agreement of 

marriage. Be that as it may, the conjugal assault exception was once abrogated completely in 1991. The Place of Masters  held  the 

standard that a husband couldn't be mindful of assaulting his mate on the off chance that he constrained her to have sex without 

wanting to used to be a chronologically misguided and hostile customary law fiction, which never again spoke to the job of a spouse 

in present-day society, and that it should never again be applied. Comparing change to the statutory guideline used to be made 

through Area 147 of the Criminal Equity and Open Request Act, 1994. This judgment was once also asserted by methods for the 

European Court of Human Rights in the determination of SW v. UK. 

In New Zealand, the conjugal assault exception was canceled in 1985 when the current Area 128 to the Violations Demonstration, 

1961 was once ordered. Sub-area (4) presently gives that an individual can be indicted for sexual brutality in acknowledge of sexual 

association with another man or lady despite that they are hitched at the time the sexual association occurred. Further, the way that 

the occasions are hitched or have been in a proceeding with relationship will now not warrant a decrease in sentence. There is 

currently, in this manner, no qualification on a fundamental level to be drawn between sexual infringement in marriage and outside of 

marriage. In Mexico, the nation's Congress sanctioned a bill that makes home savagery deserving of law. Whenever sentenced, 

conjugal attackers ought to be detained for a long time. In Sri Lanka, current revisions to the Reformatory Code perceive conjugal 

assault however exclusively as to judicially isolated accomplices, and there exists splendid hesitance to overlook judgment on assault 

with regards to accomplices who are as a matter of fact living together. In any case, a few countries have started to enact contrary to 

conjugal assault, declining to take conveyance of the conjugal relationship as a cowl for savagery in the home. For instance, the 

Administration of Cyprus, in its commitment to the Exceptional Rapporteur, surveys that its Law on the Aversion of Brutality in the 

Family and Insurance of Unfortunate casualties, surpassed in June 1993, explains that "assault is assault independent of whether it is 

submitted inside or outside marriage". 

 

Recommendations for change : 

In light of the above exchange following rules are made:  

— Conjugal assault should be recognized by Parliament as an offense under the Indian Penal Code. 

— The discipline for conjugal assault should be the equivalent as the one recommended for assault beneath Segment 376 of the 

Indian Penal Code.  

— Reality that the gatherings are hitched must not make the sentence lighter.  

— It need to not be a protection to the charge that the spouse didn't battle again and opposed compellingly or shouted and yelled.  

— The spouse ought to have an alternative of getting an announcement of separation if the expense of conjugal assault is 

demonstrated towards her significant other. In spite of the fact that an instance of conjugal assault can likewise fall underneath 

"savagery" or "assault" as a ground of separation, it is advantageous to have the criminal position explained.  

— Interest for separation may likewise be a decision for the wife, yet on the off chance that the companion does now not support to 

hotel to separation and necessities to continue with the marriage then the marriage be permitted to proceed.  

— Relating modifications in the wedding legitimate rules be made.  

http://www.ijnrd.org/
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Conclusion : 

It is yielded that changing the guideline on sexual offenses is an imposing and tricky undertaking, and extra in this way, in a nation 

like India, where there is a contemporaneous nearness of a different and separated device of private and non mainstream lawful rules 

that may come into fight with the new alterations in the statutory convict law. Further, however, there is requirement for colossal 

alterations in the guideline on sexual offenses, for example, making them impartial and discarding the disparities, a radical updating 

of the structure of sexual offenses is no longer advisable. The moment need is criminalization of conjugal assault underneath the 

Indian Reformatory Code. Be that as it may, unimportant declaration of a propensities as an offense is currently insufficient. 

Something more noteworthy is required to be done for sharpening the legal executive and the police. There is likewise a need to 

teach the heaps about this wrongdoing, as the real goal of condemning conjugal assault must be finished if the general public 

recognizes and difficulties the common daydream that assault by utilizing one's mate is insignificant. 
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