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Abstract 

The political changes have an influence on the concepts offered in the novels as well as the perceptions of the nation. The efforts of 

certain writers to document the historical changes that happened in the new nations as a consequence of these political developments, 

such as the Civil War and the abolition of slavery, resulted in the formal establishment of a new kind of novel. Many authors have 

depicted the drama of civil wars in their works, and in doing so, they have attempted to highlight the physical and psychological 

impact of these wars on individuals. In these works, physical violence is depicted as an attempt by characters to come to terms with an 

external environment that is either necessarily hostile or indifferent. The three works which are Stephen Crane's The Red Badge of 

Courage, Khushwant Singh's Train to Pakistan, and Ernest Hemingway's For Whom the Bell Tolls have been evaluated in terms of the 

impact that the aforementioned ideals have had on the civil wars struggle. 
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1.Introduction  

 

Conflict is an inevitable byproduct of human interaction and cannot be avoided. Despite the fact that it is widely condemned, it is an 

unavoidable component of human civilization and will continue to be so. A partially held quarrel can be settled on any level.  

However, when it comes to the final battle, there is no room for compromise, and the use of physical force is the only way to resolve 

the disparity in interests that exists between the two sides. War is the state of affairs that occurs when a group—typically a recognized 

state or nation—perceives that its essential interests are in jeopardy and seeks to impose its views or rule on another group using overt 

force. This is the situation that leads to the outbreak of armed conflict. In most cases, the organization functions as a political, social, 

or economic faction inside a recognized political party. On a global scale, societal maladjustments and social tensions are what 

ultimately lead to conflict. 

Wars have been raging on our planet ever since life first appeared on it. Since the dawn of life, man has had the urge to control and the 

ambition to subjugate others. This desire and ambition have been encouraged by men. This goal serves as the impetus for starting the 

conflict. Because of the psychological flaws that he has, man has always been driven to achieve more physical and mental prowess 

than other people. As a consequence of this, he applied scientific principles to military endeavors. The earliest texts from throughout 

the globe have detailed accounts of a number of conflicts that take place between the forces of good and evil. One may discover in 

them extensive explanations of many forms of martial arts as well as the methods that are used to manufacture military equipment. 

There are several other explanations offered for war. For example, numerous anthropological and psychological explanations for war 

assume that violent conflict is rooted in inborn hostility. The fundamental character of man remains the same, notwithstanding the 

glories of many diverse cultures and civilizations. Humans are naturally aggressive; thus, they often resort to physical conflict to 

resolve their disagreements. 

The present-day United States of America originated as a loose confederation of colonies that spread over the eastern seaboard of 

North America over the span of more than 150 years. Only a few hardy individuals from each of these settlements ventured westward. 

A successful insurrection against its home country led to the ultimate formation of what is now known as the United States of 

America. In a short amount of time, it became one of the world's preeminent superpowers. Since its fate was so intertwined with that 

of other countries, it was forced to take part in both World Wars. It was the American Civil War, the country's first  modern war, that 

ended slavery and brought down the planter aristocracy in the South. During the 1840s and 1850s, the southern states worried about 

losing their economic foundation—the slaveholdings that existed at the time—because of Northern opposition to slavery in the 

western territories. Abolitionist ideas spread across the North in the 1850s. As a consequence of Abraham Lincoln's election as 

president in 1860, the Republican Party split and the Southern states seceded to preserve their ability to use slave labor. Under 

Jefferson Davis's direction, the group became known as the Confederate States of America, and on April 12, 1861, they declared war 

on the United States. Rapid preparations were made by both sides to arm their respective forces. The bloodiest and most expensive 

conflict in American history was officially ended on April 26, 1865, when the Confederate army surrendered. Back in the United 

States, this conflict was also the leading cause of emotional and physical distress.  

Over three million Americans took part in the Civil War, and over six lakh men, or roughly 2% of the population, died. For the 

duration of the conflict, several American mansions served as command centers. Churches and schools in the United States offered a 

safe haven for the dead while huge armies destroyed agricultural areas and demolished urban centers. It's fairly uncommon for 

Americans to commit murder in their own backyards, even in settings like cornfields and apple orchards. Without a doubt, this was the 

most significant event in American history, and it has been in the forefront of the thoughts of Americans ever since.  
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2. The impact of civil war in Stephen Crane's The Red Badge of Courage  

During the Civil War, slavery was abolished in the United States, paving the way for the nation to become the economic powerhouse 

of the west. This conflict prompted a flood of literature, the majority of which took the form of histories, biographies, and memoirs. 

Herman Melville's Billy Budi was the first of several American novels about the war to be published after 1890, followed by Stephen 

Crane's The Red Badge of Courage and Ambrose Bierce's Tales of Soldiers and Civilians(Haugen & Musser, 2010). 

The Red Badge of Courage, Stephen Crane's masterwork published in 1895, made him a household name among readers throughout 

the world. He showed how the killing of soldiers on the battlefield may be random, chaotic, and dehumanizing. His tremendous ability 

to observe real fights and mimic them was really remarkable. His ability to masterfully convey the illusion and reality, as well as the 

hopes and despairs, that were going on within the head of the protagonist, Henry Fleming, says a lot about his genius as a war 

writer.Additionally, the novel is a psychological exploration of the notion of terror and a metaphor for man's plight in an unforgiving 

world. Therefore, Crane examines the war and society from Henry's point of view, and he develops Henry into a protagonist who is 

able to fully grasp his psychological and social responsibilities in connection to the universe(Bloom, 2010). 

Crane is not completely pessimistic about the current state of affairs; rather, he has a gleam of hope that, despite the unfavorable 

circumstances, has the potential to motivate others. He is a critical realist who believes that the only way to improve our lives is to first 

recognize the problems that exist in them. As a result, he has a position that is somewhere in the middle of those of naturalists and 

existentialists. Crane advanced beyond realism and naturalism, and as a result, he may be considered the father of modern 

existentialism. Existentialists concentrate responsibility on the individual, while naturalists place it on the environment(Bloom, 2010). 

Crane does not get preoccupied with fatalistic occurrences; rather, he makes sincere endeavors to highlight the disparity between 

moral appearance and truth that exists in society. The naturalistic trend in American literature, beginning with Crane and Dreiser and 

continuing up to the present, is given further support by this individual style and personal viewpoint within the naturalistic framework. 

Crane is a forerunner who instinctively applies all of the new ideas that are evolving in England, and The Red Badge of Courage is a 

prime example of all of the impressionistic novel's defining features, as well as all of the novel's other hallmarks(Bloom, 2010).  

Crane is a firm believer in impressionism and approaches it as a proven truth. Through it, he focuses his attention on locating what he 

calls the "fundamental, lasting and essential in the fleeting moments of life." (Perosa, 1967). He believes that the purpose of every 

really great work of art is to shed light on some aspect of reality. According to him, "he didn’t expect to be great himself, but he hoped 

to get near the truth."(Flanagan & Berryman, 1952). 

The protagonist in Crane's novel The Red Badge of Courage, Henry Fleming, is a naive and inexperienced recruit who is filled with 

fear. Crane intended to illustrate both Henry's terror of the adversary and the way in which his sensitivity was shaped by the 

environment he was raised in. The horror that Henry feels is a reflection of a false picture of the army, which is not authentic but 

rather unpleasant. Henry saw the adversary as similar to a terrified dragon that was continually firing its weapons. Crane reveals not 

just one of Henry's worries but also another one of his fears, which is his fear of the body. By claiming that the character is the 

interpreter, Crane is attempting to prove that he is not the one who is responsible for translating all of these terrifying pictures into his 

writings(Bloom, 2010). 

Crane's style cannot be easily categorized as either plain expressionism or straightforward impressionism. Crane's art may be 

considered an example of total expressionism since it displays a subjective reaction to an item and an event. Crane is a great example 

of dramatic Impressionism because he doesn't dramatize the incident based on his or the reader's comprehension of the scene; rather, 

he dramatizes it based on his character's apprehension of the situation(Bloom, 2010). 

3. The impact of civil war in Khushwant Singh's Train to Pakistan 
A great number of novels have been written on significant topics, including, for example, the movement of people between various 

social levels and the religious tensions that might lead to civil war. If any scholar examines Khushwant Singh's Train to Pakistan in 

great detail, it may be possible to comprehend the pain of the people, how they have been traumatized, and how their worries have 

reached their maximum point. The conflicts depicted in this novel take place in a made-up community known as Mano Majra, where 

followers of three distinct religions—Hinduism, Islam, and Sikhism—are at odds with one another. 

The events of the novel take place during the time when India was being divided into Pakistan and India; throughout this time, the 

governmental leaders of both countries have pleaded with their respective peoples to abstain from engaging in violent behavior and to 

behave peacefully instead. In a speech to the people of Pakistan, President Muhammad Ali Jinnah stated: 

You are free to go to your temples. You are free to go to your mosques or any other places of worship in this State of Pakistan. You 

may belong to any religion, caste or creed—that has nothing to do with the business of the state (Jinnah, 2022).                                                              

During this time, Gandhi also pleaded with Hindus not to exact revenge on Muslims, even if doing so would result in the murder of 

those individuals. Despite all of these pleadings, the religious community was responsible for a great deal of suffering, as well as 

homicides, rapes, and other forms of violence. 

Ten million Muslims, Hindus, and Sikhs were forced to leave their homes by the time the official announcement of the establishment 

of Pakistan was made during the summer of 1947. Around one million of them had already perished by the time the monsoon season 

started, and the whole of the northern area of India was either at war, living in dread, or hiding(Singh, 2007).                                                                          

All three religions have been involved in the massacre. Singh (2007) has mentioned that "Muslim said the Hindus had planned and 

started the killing. According to the Hindus, the Muslims were to blame. The fact is, both sides killed. Both shot and stabbed and 

speared and clubbed. Both tortured, both raped".                                     

A significant number of Muslim and Hindu communities have been compelled to cross the border into Pakistan and India, 

respectively, due to the fear of being attacked. When Muslims in Pakistan assume that killing Sikhs and Hindus in Pakistan will 

threaten Sikhs and Hindus in India, and when Sikhs and Hindus in India assume that killing Muslims in India will threaten Muslims in 

Pakistan, a mistaken assumption has been made that has led to a social trauma. This erroneous assumption is the root cause of this 

social trauma(Singh, 2007). 

In the novel, the police officers' conversations offer some possible reasons for how bad this social trauma is:  

They say that is the only way to stop killings on the other side. Man for man, woman for woman, a child for a child. Here we are on 

the border with Muslims living in Sikh villages as if nothing had happened. Every morning and evening the muezzin calls for prayer 

in the heart of a village-like Mano Majra. You ask the Sikhs why they allow it and they answer that the Muslims are their brothers. I 

am sure they are getting money from them(Singh, 2007). 

Those individuals who do not take part in the retaliatory riots are seen as being unworthy of their faith and may be expelled in the near 

future. Furthermore, social trauma has risen because of rumors and stories that cannot be substantiated. Every religious group has a 
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highly negative perception of other religions. In order to instigate violence and social trauma against one another, people are bringing 

up ancient grudges that have been forgotten and using them as proof to justify their arguments. 

The author of the novel is aware of the impact that changes in sociopolitical conditions have on people's minds. He weaves narratives 

out of his experiences and insights. His narratives include not only his thoughts but also the roots of his future plans for improvement. 

Every novel is the outcome of an expert observer having a close look at how the world functions. In some way, novelists are held 

accountable for their actions by society. When they see anything unfavorable taking place in society, they use their writing to fight  a 

struggle against the undesirable aspects of society. They believe that they have no choice but to take action in order to make things 

right(Singh, 2007). 

Novelists should play a major role in shedding light on social issues. In a state, a civil war occurs when the state's authority is at odds 

with one or perhaps more armed quasi-entities operating inside the state's borders. This clearly differentiates between actual wars 

between sovereign states and wars fought by proxy groups. Bhatnagar (1991) believes that: 

The novelist obviously cannot remain an idle spectator. There are also conscious endeavours on the part of novelists to espouse 

general aspirations-sociopolitical in nature. Lenin puts it well. Gorkey has to ‘meddle in politics‘ for the people look up to him for 

guidance in crucial matters of immediate concern. 

It is often held that the ideas that are central to many religious traditions are more essential than the adherents of those traditions. 

Religion is seen as more valuable than humanity, a country's culture, a person's native tongue, and any other human interaction. Since 

people of different religions started living together in India, there has been hatred, hostility, and ill will between the Hindus, the Sikhs, 

and the Muslims. This is because each religion has its own set of beliefs that make it different from the others.  

As the partition was based on religion, Singh (2007) has transferred the effect of this partition, saying, "By the summer of 1947, when 

the creation of the new state of Pakistan was formally announced, ten million people — Muslims and Hindus and Sikhs—were in 

flight,"  while the historian Hodson (1997) has mentioned that "No event in Indian History so fraught with controversy as the creation 

of Pakistan." 

The news that members of a majority religion have committed a significant number of acts of murder, rape, and other forms of 

physical assault against members of minority religions on the basis of religion causes people to fear for their own lives and the lives of 

those they hold dear. This fear, along with the fear of other potential dangers, can manifest itself in many different forms. They are 

unable to maintain their composure as a result of this fear. When the ghost train arrived in Mano Majra and came to a stop, people's 

anxiety levels reached an all-time high. People living in Mano Majra are aware of the religiously motivated violence that occurs on the 

other side of the border between India and Pakistan, as well as the tension that exists between the various religious communities that 

live there. The impending arrival of the train gives rise to a wide variety of rumors, as well as a variety of fears. People have a strong 

desire to be with others because they are uncomfortable being by themselves. Even though they are in the middle of the worst possible 

situation, something compels them to get together and talk about the train, despite the fact that none of them has any accurate 

information(Singh, 2007). 

A heavy silence began to engulf the village when it was learned that the train had brought a full load of corpses. People shut their 

doors, and many spent the sleepless night talking in whispers about the future calamities it was going to bring. Everyone in the village 

began to feel afraid of their lives, and there was a kind of distrust in their minds. Everyone began to weigh the merits of their other 

neighbors. Sentences spoken long ago by friends and neighbors were now scanned through a different lens and interpreted differently. 

Singh(2007) mentions that:                                            

Everyone felt his neighbours‘ hand against him and thought of finding friends and allies. They did not notice the clouds blot out the 

stars nor smell the cool damp breeze. When they woke up in the morning and saw it was raining, their first thoughts were about the 

train and the burning corpses. The whole village was on the roofs looking towards the station. 

When the author described the night before the day the Muslims left the village, he skillfully pictured the fear that the villagers of 

Mano Majra felt. He also depicted the Sikhs' anguish at their inability to help the innocent victims in a skillful manner. Additionally, 

he transferred the fear of the street fights in Hyderabad very clearly into his novel. Because the issue was too large to be contained, the 

police, who were responsible for preserving order and the law, did nothing to address the situation (Singh, 2007).                                                                                              

The author moves to describe how the heroine of the novel, Nooran, is shattered by that decision to send the Muslims to a camp and 

then to Pakistan. This is an attempt by the author to reflect the impact that trauma has on women and an attempt to picture the 

suffering of all people without distinguishing between the suffering of men and women. Nooran falls in love with a Sikh gangster 

from the village named Juggut Singh (badmashJugga), but it is forbidden for a Muslim girl to marry a boy of another religion. As a 

result, Nooran and Juggut Singh begin an intimate relationship, during which Nooran becomes pregnant. Because the father of the 

child is Sikh, Nooran Hag is terrified that she will not be able to tell anyone about her pregnancy and that she will not be able to 

mention it in the future. She also can't imagine what her life would be like without her lover, Jugga (Singh, 2007). 

The inhuman activities based on religion shocked the author, who couldn't hide the reason for writing his novel Train to Pakistan, as 

he stated in his speech given in "Guest of Honour Talk" in the Australian Broadcasting Commission's Guest of HonourProgramme, 

broadcast on April 5, 1964:                                                     

The beliefs that I had cherished all my life were shattered. I had believed in the innate goodness of the common man. But the division 

of India had been accompanied by the most savage massacres known in the history of the country.  I had believed that we Indians 

were peace-loving and non-violent,that we were more concerned with matters of the spirit, while the  rest of the world was involved in 

the pursuit of material things. After the experience of the autumn of 1947, I could no longer subscribe to this view.  I became an angry 

middle-aged man, who wanted to shout his disenchantment with the world. I decided to try my hand at writing(Darling, 1964).  

The novel has been written to reflect the impact of the partition and mirror the inhuman activities of the human beings therein. The 

partition of India that was based on religion had its horrible impact, and the British who aimed to divide India with this hasty and 

callous attitude have been criticized in objective views by historians, political analysts, and social scientists.Hasan (1997) has pictured 

the impact of this partition:                                          

The history books do not record the pain, trauma and suffering of those who had to part from their kin, friends, and neighbours, their 

deepening nostalgia for places they had lived in for generations, the anguish of devotees removed from their places of worship and 

theharrowing experiences of the countless people who boarded trains thinking they would be transported to their realization of their 

dreams, but of whom not a man, woman or child survived the journey. 
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Meanwhile, the partition of India in 1947 has urged many writers to show their views on the effects of it. Butalia (2017) has stated:                                                          

The word partition is so inadequate. Partition is simple division, a separation, but surely what happened, in 1947 was much more than 

that. Not only were people separated overnight and friends became enemies, but homes also became a strange place, strange places 

had to be claimed now as homes, a line was drawn to mark a border and boundaries began tofind reflection in people‘s lives and 

minds. Identities had suddenly to be redefined. And it is perhaps precisely for this reason that is someway so many people who see 

themselves as victims ever complicit to remember it. 

 

4. The impact of civil war in Ernest Hemingway's For Whom the Bell Tolls 

It is important to note that the effects of civil war have been dramatized in Ernest Hemingway's novel, "For Whom the Bell Tolls." In 

this novel, Hemingway describes the direct result of his own experiences during the Spanish Civil War, and he uses these experiences 

to describe the effects of civil war. The Spanish War was waged between the Republicans, who were loyal to the Second Spanish 

Republic, and the Nationalists, who had been led by General Francisco Franco, and it took place between the years 1936 and 1939. 

The Republicans were loyal to the Second Spanish Republic. Until the year 1931, Spain was ruled by King Alfonso XIII. In 1930, the 

conflict between the Republicans and the Monarchy reached its highest levels when King Alfonso was forced by popular pressure to 

call new elections in 1931, which were won by socialists and liberal Republicans. This marked the end of the conflict between the 

Republicans and the monarchy. As a result of Alfonso's abdication of the throne and subsequent departure from Spain, the Second 

Spanish Republic was established. Spain went through a period of great turmoil in the years immediately following the establishment 

of the Republic. The two years that followed 1933 were referred to as the "black two years," and the events that took place during that 

time sounded like a civil war. In an effort to calm the situation down, a popular front that included Republicans, Communists, 

Socialists, and Syndicalists was organized, and it had the potential to win the elections in 1936. The Popular Front was quickly 

weakened, and the military conspiracy that involved several generals was ignored. As a consequence, many cities revolted under the 

leadership of Francisco Franco to replace the new government, and this marked the beginning of the Great Spanish Civil War (Muller, 

2020).                                                                                            

The novel narrates the three days in the life of the novel's hero, Robert Jordan, in the mountains of Spain through his mission to blow 

up the bridge to stall the fascists during a Loyalist attack three days hence. The action takes place in 1937 between Saturday afternoon 

and Tuesday noon on the last week of May, and Robert Jordan, who is an American college teacher from Montana, has devoted 

himself to the Loyalist cause and has been assigned by General Golz, a Russian Communist, to blow up a bridge of strategic 

importance. Thus, he has to make contact with a small band of guerilla fighters under the leadership of Pablo and his wife Pilar in 

order to get their support for this mission. The novel is divided into 43 chapters with no large breaks, as in Hemingway's previous 

three novels, but it can be identified by its four parts due to the four days of action that the hero takes, which extend to the morning of 

the fourth day, making the time be counted precisely by 72 hours  (Khan, 2013).                         

Despite the tragic inevitability of the narrative that Hemingway has used to shade most of his writings, in "For Whom the Bell Tolls," 

the tragic inevitability or inevitable death has a new perception in the philosophy of life. Jordan dies for a cause, for democratic 

freedom, and for saving other people’s lives; thus, he realizes that he can live a full life in those four days. Though the Spanish Civil 

War has been forgotten, the novel has remained a moving one with its love story, its memorable passages, and the action of the 

protagonist with the guerrilla band to blow the bridge, and for this respect, Josephs (1994) asserts that "Long after the politics and 

particulars of the war itself are forgotten, readers will still be moved by the story of Robert Jordan and Maria and the band of 

guerrillas who attempt to blow a bridge on which the future of the human race could turn."   

In the novel, the concept of violence has been turned from a preoccupation with violence to an analysis and evaluation of it,  and the 

author himself has been turned from a rebellious nihilist to a conscious humanist. Thus, it seems that the characteristics of the code of 

violence and despair that appeared in Hemingway’s earlier writings are now rejected in this novel, and Robert Jordan, for the sake of 

humanity, distances himself from the separate peace emphasizing the necessity of political violence as a moral and democratic value. 

And despite the new style of hero and the new portrayal of violence, the protagonist still acts as a lone man who fails, and his failure 

mirrors the greater social failure of mankind (Khan, 2013). 

With a protagonist of American nationality on a mission to blow up a bridge in four days for the sake of the Republican cause and the 

Spanish people, Hemingway transcends the particulars of time and place in an attempt to achieve a universal moral value. There is no 

doubt that Hemingway, in writing such an epic tragedy, has distanced himself from the techniques of his previous successes, using 

stream-of-consciousness passages rather than depending on dialogue as a means of communication and description, and the swift 

narrative pace and single point of view that characterized his previous writings have been replaced by traditional stylistic devices and 

different narrative techniques. The author has depended on the objective analyses, and even his long internal monologue has been 

shaped by the objective author description. He has mixed Americanisms with Hispanisms, archaic with polyglot, and the Spanish 

language, which has appeared in a strict and literal translation in which the author has aimed to evoke the readers and bring a feeling 

for them, and even the attempt itself refers to the author's enthusiasm and sincerity toward the contentious political event(Khan, 2013). 

The novel carries a curious sense of permanence and nobility of spirit, and the characters are shown as the eternal fighters of all wars 

and the eternal victors. Hemingway appears more mature as he writes with delicacy about the beautiful, true, and complete love, and 

his great achievement lies in the true union of passion and reason that makes the sacrifices of all characters not seem futile, and those 

characters, in the seventy-two hours of their lives, could tell another story of the Spanish Civil War and could tell, with too much 

detachment and objectivity, the whole story of what was The author gave the work form and substance, and it relates all the strength 

and brutality of that war in relation to the amount of blood shed for its sake more than other works (Muller, 2020). 

The novel is not written as a stunt or to be merely sentimental, as Hemingway's other works are, but to be the finest and richest among 

them, and its tragic force concerns not the death of the protagonist but the future of humanity, while the pathetic death of Robert 

Jordan is a symbolic picture of the failure of the cause. The geographical and strategic vision of the author’s senses have been highly 

developed in this novel more than in his other works, and the western frontier has granted him a great vision to present a vivid 

perception of every tree, path, and stream that constitute the land. The characters are shown with credible identities that prove the 

author’s attempt to embody the elements of a complex personality in human figures that appear to have a more complete existence 

compared to his early writings(Sanderson, 1980).                 

With its story-telling that deeply expresses human feelings and portrays another lost man, For Whom the Bell Tolls is a very 

interesting work.It is a political and partisan novel that portrays the battle of the individual in the political whole to defend his dignity, 

his freedom, and his virtue. In the fullness of detail and leisurely narrative, the author writes about the moral necessity o f political 
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violence and writes about the solitary drama that is symbolic of all the individual dramas of all time and places. He also writes about 

different ideals and hopes that vanish in the reality of pessimism and despair(Khan, 2013). 

5. Conclusion  

It is significant to note that the experiences and horrible scenes of the civil war have motivated many novelists at various periods to 

base their writings on those realistic and horrifying events. Through the three novels that have been discussed, it is obvious that the 

themes of death, love, and violence have imposed themselves and through them the authors depicted the self-expression of felt 

thoughts and deepest tension of their characters.  The novels have been recognized to be the author’s tool to objectify all the 

wars.Within the context of these novels, three kinds of violence dive deeply ; the first kind  is the physical one in which the heroes or 

some other characters in the work attempt to come to terms with the external environment that appears mostly hostile and the second 

kind of violence and more complex one is the verbal violence which emerges frequently from the subjects of love, fraternity, and 

comradeship  while the attempt of the heroes to understand themselves has been recognized in the third kind of violence known as the 

violence of repressed self-aggression. 
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