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Abstract:  

A major shift in the education system can be observed since the pre and post-British rule till today 

in India. Initially, children were educated in Gurukuls which was later modified and the modern 

education system was introduced. After India became independent, the constitution committed six 

fundamental rights, of which one was the Right to Education. It allowed free education for every 

child up between the age of 6 and 14 years. The education system is mainly divided into pre-primary, 

primary, elementary and secondary education, which is followed by higher studies. However, there 

are many drawbacks and loopholes in this system which if curbed can work for the overall 

development of the country.  
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INTRODUCTION  

Indian education is divided into two parts private and government education, the ratio is 5:7 

respectively. Government education has failed to give a good quality of education. The education 

received from government schools is hugely insufficient. This is also because of the lack of teachers 

and no proper checks on them, particularly in rural areas. Therefore, urban areas have a much higher 

literacy rate than rural areas. Public schools have the weak infrastructure and poor academic attention 

which is very terrible for the overall development of an individual. Better facilities must be given to 

students in  academic, sports, cultural, technical, media, arts, music, religious, social, and political 

areas which would aid them to discover their areas of interest. Government schools lack a lot in this 

kind of aspect. 
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Whereas, the private schools which give all such facilities are too expensive for the lower class 

families. Above 37% of the Indian population is living below the poverty line. And they cannot 

afford education even at a primary level. India is a country of morals and beliefs, people are still 

traditionalistic and apprehended modern education.  

The performance of the workers depends on several important factors like health and nutrition, 

education and training, etc. These are regarded as significant determinants of quality of life. 

Sufficient investment in these fields will increase the productivity and efficiency of the manpower. 

The body of knowledge is achieved by the population and the capacity of the population to use the 

knowledge effectively. 

 Issues of Indian Education 

Here are some issues and challenges of Indian education. 

1. Lack of money 

The absence of sufficient assets is a fundamental issue in the improvement of education. Because of 

poor economics, most instructive institutions need the framework, science gear and libraries, and so 

on. Because of this, the desired outcomes can’t be achieved. 

Every year there is a separate budget for the Education sector but it needs to be well directed through 

the appropriate pipeline so that it reaches every sector, where it’s needed the most. 

2. Costly higher education 

College and specialized institutions have turned out to be expensive in India. The expense structure 

of specific and able institutions. Privatization of advanced education has helped the development of 

benefit greedy business people. Now advanced education is a much expensive undertaking. 

3. Neglect of Indian languages 

The medium of teaching especially is English because of the focus on education in English, students 

are not developing foundational literacy and numerical skills. And then they are piled on with more 

http://www.ijnrd.org/


 © 2023 IJNRD | Volume 8, Issue 3 March 2023 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

IJNRD2303304 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  
 

d22 
 

material in English and as a result, kids mainly from government schools and poorer backgrounds 

were suffering a lot because of this. Standard distributions are not accessible in native Indian 

languages. 

4. No practical knowledge 

In educational institutions, lots of attention is provided to theory and books, and practical knowledge 

is completely neglected. When these students pass the exam, they forget all the things they have 

studied due to a lack of practical experience.  In India, parents and teachers expect their students to 

score high in the exam rather than getting quality knowledge. And education becomes a rat 

race.  Practical knowledge and skill-based education are still very far away from scholars who are 

studying in schools, colleges, and universities. 

5. The problem of brain drain 

Whenever smart, capable, and meriting candidates don’t get reasonable positions in the nation. They 

need to travel to another country to look for employment. So our nation is denied good ability. This 

wonder is called ‘Brain Drain’. Because of that, we lost so many talents that could be utilized in our 

nation for the betterment of education as well as the overall development of the country. 

6. Cast reservation and paid seat 

In the Indian education system, seats are reserved for reserved cast and rich students. The education 

system should give equal chance to all students irrespective of their caste and creed.  In India, the 

child of a good rich family gets a good education just because of ample money whereas the child of 

a poor family hardly gets a primary education.  The government data disclose the better reality that 

only 1 child out of 7 that takes birth in India goes to school. That problem should be conveyed into 

notice as soon as possible and do some severe work to change the circumstances as soon as possible. 

7. Mass illiteracy 

Still, we are not capable of getting 100 percent education. Even now most of the individuals stay 

uneducated. In India, the quantity of illiterate individuals is approximately 33 percent of the 
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aggregate uneducated people. Propelled nations are almost 100 percent educated, and the situation 

in India is very unfavorable. 

8. Wastage of resources 

Our education system depends on General Education. The dropout percentage is high in the essential 

and auxiliary dimensions. The huge majority of the understudies in the 7-14 age group leave the 

school before completing their studies. It implies the wastage of financial and Human Resources. 

9. General education structure: 

Our education structure is of General Education in nature. The advancement of specialized and 

professional education is very unacceptable. So our way of instruction is ineffective. Hence the 

number of educated jobless people is growing by each day. This has changed into a prominent 

concern for the Government. 

10. Problems of primary education 

Our primary education is performed with an extreme number of issues. A huge number of primary 

schools have no structures, basic facilities like drinking water, furniture and study materials, urinals 

and power, and many more. Large quantities of grade schools are single educator schools and many 

schools are even without teachers. So the drop rate is high and a basis for concern. We can say that 

there is a quantitative extension of training but in subjective improvement, we are still falling behind. 

Major challenges faced by the Indian Education System 

According to the 2018 Annual States of Education Report (ASER), India is creating another 

generation that can hardly read and write due to the lack of basic reading and arithmetic skills among 

the students in Indian Schools. But the mere difference now is that these children have spent some 

years of their lives in schools. 
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1. High- dropout rates 

The other major challenge in the education system is the high dropout rate in public schools or 

government schools. It is all due to several factors such as poverty, lack of toilets, long distance to 

school, child marriages, patriarchal mindset, and cultural factors. 

2. Poor governance and lack of responsibility 

Another problem of our education is the absence of teachers in government schools. Further, poor 

management in these schools is also another major problem as these school management committees 

are barely functional. Also, the parents are oblivious of their rights and do not know whom to address 

in such conditions. 

3. Lack of infrastructure 

One of the major challenges faced by public schools is the lack of drinking water facilities, 

electricity, toilets, and poor hygiene, etc. 

4. Quality of teachers 

 Lack of trained and skilled teachers is another problem mostly faced by our education system. 

Besides the lack of skilled teachers, they are also burdened with a non-academic workload which 

diverges their focus from teaching. Thus, according to a study by the National Institute of Education 

Planning and Administration (NIEPA) the teachers only spend around 19per percent of their time in 

teaching while their rest of the time is filled mostly on non-teaching administrative work.  

5. Closure of Schools 

 Due to the low strength of students and lack of teachers many government schools are closed. This 

is due to the competitions raised by private schools.  
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6. Corruption and leakages of funds 

Most of the funds which are granted for the advancement of schools are mostly consumed by corrupt 

mediators. As these funds transferred from central government to state government to schools 

involve many intermediaries. Due to which a right beneficiary only gets a certain part of the fund. 

Right to Education (RTE) 

To develop the skills and potential of children, education is granted as a right to help them. So, that 

they can benefit their community and the nation in the long run. As education helps in the growth of 

an economy of a country, reduces inequality, or be it breaking patriarchal norms. Some of the 

highlights of the right to education are as follows: 

 Without any type of discrimination, the right to education is legally granted to all. 

 The states must preserve, honor, and fulfil the right to education act. 

 Between the ages of 6 to 14 years every child has the right to free and compulsory education. This 

act is affirmed as per the 86th Constitution Amendment Act via Article 21A. 

 According to the right to education act every government school shall provide free education to 

all the children and these schools must be conducted by the School Management Committee 

(SMC). While private schools shall accept at least 25% of the children in their schools from the 

economically backward section without any fees. 

 To monitor all phases of elementary education including quality of education National 

Commissions for Elementary Education shall be established.   

Indian Education System Problems and Solutions 

There are a few simple solutions which can help in overcoming the problems with the India 

Education System: 

 Innovations required – India is moving towards digital education. This will help in budding 

the innovative minds of students and the youth of the country. This will bring a transformation 
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in the Indian education system and the authorities and Government must encourage and boost 

the young minds to focus on overall development rather than just the book-learning 

 Quality of education – There is a major difference in the quality of education being provided 

in the rural and urban areas of the country. Steps must be taken to standardize the quality of 

education across India so that everyone can get equal and unbiased knowledge and 

opportunities to grow 

 Making education affordable – There are Government schools and educational Institutions 

which are affordable but lack in terms of infrastructure and quality. On the other hand, there 

are various private education institutions which demand high fees and have better 

infrastructure and equipment to study. This disparity must be worked upon and the 

Government must make education affordable and accessible for all  

Schemes & Campaigns to Boost Education System in India 

Given below is a list of Government schemes introduced to enhance the education system in India: 

 Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan – Launched in 2001 with an aim to promote ‘Education for All’, 

strengthening the existing infrastructure of schools and construction of new schools. To know 

in details about the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), visit the linked article. 

 National Programme for Education of Girls at Elementary Level – It is a focused 

intervention of Government of India, to reach the “Hardest to Reach” girls, especially those 

not in school. Read more at Elementary Education: Moving Towards RTE And Quality 

Improvement 

 Mid-Day Meal Scheme – It is one meal that is provided to all children enrolled in government 

schools, government-aided schools, and local body schools, special training centres (STC), 

madrasas and maktabs supported under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA). Visit the Mid-Day 

Meal Scheme page to know more 

 Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan – It is a flagship scheme aiming at enhancing 

secondary education and increasing the enrolment rate by providing a secondary school within 

a reasonable distance of every home. 

 Scheme for Infrastructure Development in Minority Institutes – The scheme would 

facilitate education of minorities by augmenting and strengthening school infrastructure in 
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Minority Institutions in order to expand facilities for formal education to children of minority 

communities 

 Beti Bachao Beti Padhao – The scheme to promote girl child education in India. Visit 

the Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana page to know more about the BBBP campaign 

Aspirants can det the detailed UPSC Syllabus for the prelims and mains examination at the linked 

article and start their exam preparation accordingly.  

Conclusion 

The overarching problems concerning each level of education in India are quality and 

pertinence. India bears extensive difficulties in facing the requirements of a growing and modern 

workforce.  Some of the needs that India’s education sector faces are appropriate curriculum, quality 

teachers, and financial support for students, and adequate facilities. Additional challenges involve 

the inability to meet the different linguistic, social, regional, and local education needs of such a 

large country. Recent advancements in Indian management have made this an especially suitable 

time for corporations to commit to the development of India’s education system. So, to overcome 

these challenges major steps should be taken by the government for the advancement of the education 

system in our country. As there have been no changes in the education system since the British rule. 

But now we can just hope for the improvement in our education system with the new education 

policy introduced in the recent year. 
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