
© 2023 IJNRD | Volume 8, Issue 3 March 2023 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

IJNRD2303358 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  
 

d441 
 

CLOUD COMPUTING IN MEDICAL FIELD 
1Devika Shaji, 2Ditto Joseph, 3Gautham Kishor, 4Christopher Mathew 

1Student, 2Student, 3Student, 4Student 
1PG Department of Computer Applications and AI,  

1Saintgits College of Applies Sciences, Kottayam, Kerala, India 
 

 

Abstract : The adoption of cloud computing technology in healthcare has revolutionized the healthcare industry. Cloud based 

healthcare services have shown significant improvements in healthcare delivery, patient outcomes, and cost-effectiveness. This 

paper presents a comprehensive review of the use of cloud in healthcare. The paper discusses the key benefits and challenges of 

cloud computing in healthcare, the role of cloud-based systems in healthcare data storage, the importance of cloud-based healthcare 

analytics, and the implementation of cloud computing in healthcare. The paper also examines the current and future trends in cloud 

computing in healthcare, including the use of artificial intelligence and machine learning, and the potential of the Internet of Things 

in healthcare. The findings indicate that cloud computing technology has the potential to transform the healthcare industry by 

enabling more efficient and effective healthcare delivery, improving patient outcomes, and reducing costs. The study suggests that 

healthcare organizations should embrace cloud computing technology to leverage its full potential and deliver high-quality care to 

patients. 

 

IndexTerms – Cloud computing, Healthcare, Data storage, Analytics, Artificial intelligence, Machine learning, Internet of 

Things, Patient outcomes, Cost-effectiveness. 
 

1.INTRODUCTION 

The use of cloud technology in healthcare has become a popular topic in recent years. Cloud computing is a method of delivering 

computing services, such as storage, software, and processing power, over the internet, and has been rapidly adopted in many 

industries, including healthcare. The healthcare industry has been undergoing a significant transformation in recent years, with a 

focus on delivering better patient care, improving operational efficiency, and reducing costs. The use of cloud technology has the 

potential to help achieve these goals by providing a flexible, scalable, and cost-effective solution for managing healthcare data. 

According to a report by Allied Market Research, the global cloud computing market in healthcare is expected to reach $35.0 billion 

by 2022, growing at a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 20.1% from 2016 to 2022. The report also notes that the increasing 

adoption of electronic health records (EHRs) and the need for real-time data access and analytics are the key drivers for the growth 

of the cloud computing market in healthcare. In this paper, we will discuss the use of cloud technology in healthcare, including its 

benefits, challenges, and potential applications. We will also examine case studies of healthcare organizations that have successfully 

implemented cloud-based solutions, as well as the security and privacy concerns that must be addressed when using cloud 

technology to manage healthcare data. 

 

2.BASIC STRUCTURE OF CLOUD COMPUTING  

Cloud computing is a model of delivering computing resources over the internet, on-demand and pay-as-you-go. Instead of owning 

and maintaining their own IT infrastructure, organizations can use cloud computing to access a shared pool of computing resources, 

including servers, storage, databases, software, and networking, that are provided by cloud service providers. Some of the benefits 

of cloud computing include: 

 

2.1) Scalability: Cloud computing allows organizations to easily scale up or down their computing resources based on their 

changing needs. 

 

2.2) Cost savings: Cloud computing eliminates the need for organizations to invest in and maintain their own IT infrastructure, 

which can result in significant cost savings. 

 

2.3) Reliability: Cloud service providers typically offer high levels of reliability and uptime, which can help ensure that applications 

and services are always available. 

 

2.4) Flexibility: Cloud computing provides users with the flexibility to access their applications and data from anywhere, on any 

device with an internet connection. 
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Fig. 1. Basic Cloud Computing Architecture 

 

3.TYPES OF CLOUD COMPUTING 

Cloud computing can be classified based on deployment models and service models. Deployment models refer to how a cloud 

service is deployed and made available to users. There are four deployment models of cloud computing: public cloud, private cloud, 

and hybrid cloud. Service models, on the other hand, refer to the type of service provided by a cloud computing provider. There are 

three service models of cloud computing: Infrastructure-as-a-Service (IaaS), Platform-as-a-Service (PaaS), and Software-as-a-

Service (SaaS) 

 

 
Fig. 2. Cloud Computing Types 

 

3.1 Based on Deployment Model 

 3.1.1) Public Cloud Computing Environments: Public cloud computing environments are operated and managed by third party 

service providers. Public cloud computing environments are typically offered on a pay-per-use basis, allowing users to only pay for 

the resources they actually use. One of the main advantages of public cloud computing environments is their scalability. Public 

cloud providers can rapidly scale up or down the amount of computing resources available to meet the needs of their customers. 

This makes public cloud computing environments ideal for businesses with fluctuating workloads. one of the main disadvantages 

of public cloud computing environments is their lack of control. Because the computing resources are shared with other users, 

businesses may have limited control over the security and privacy of their data. 

 

3.1.2) Private Cloud Computing Environments: Private cloud computing environments are operated and managed by the 

business itself, either on-premises or through a third-party service provider. Private clouds offer the same scalability and flexibility 

as public clouds, but with the added benefit of increased control and security. One of the main advantages of private cloud computing 

environments is their control. Because the infrastructure is owned and managed by the business, they have complete control over 

the security and privacy of their data. One of the main disadvantages of private cloud computing environments is their cost. Private 

clouds require significant upfront investment in hardware and infrastructure, as well as ongoing maintenance and management 

costs. 

 

 3.1.3) Hybrid Cloud Computing Environments: Hybrid cloud computing environments are a combination of public and private 

clouds. Hybrid clouds offer the best of both worlds, allowing businesses to take advantage of the scalability and cost-effectiveness 

of public clouds, while also maintaining control and security through a private cloud infrastructure. One of the main advantages of 

hybrid cloud computing environments is their flexibility. Businesses can choose to run some applications or the main challenges of 

hybrid cloud computing environments is the complexity of managing multiple cloud environments. Businesses must ensure that 

their data and applications are integrated and secure across both public and private cloud infrastructures. workloads on a public 

cloud, while keeping others on a private cloud. 

 

 

3.2 Based on Service Model  

3.2.1) Infrastructure as a Service (IaaS): This is the foundation layer of cloud computing, which provides the basic infrastructure 

such as virtual machines, storage, and networking resources to users. Examples of IaaS providers include Amazon Web Services 

(AWS), Microsoft Azure, and Google Cloud Platform. 
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 3.2.2) Platform as a Service (PaaS): This layer builds on top of IaaS and provides a platform for developers to create, deploy, 

and manage their applications without having to worry about the underlying infrastructure. PaaS providers typically offer a set of 

tools, frameworks, and services that developers can use to build and deploy their applications. Examples of PaaS providers include 

Heroku, Google App Engine, and Microsoft Azure App Service. 

 

3.2.3) Software as a Service (SaaS): This layer provides end users with access to software applications that are hosted in the cloud. 

Users can access these applications through a web browser or a mobile app, without having to install anything on their local devices. 

Examples of SaaS applications include Salesforce, Dropbox, and Microsoft Office 365. In addition to these layers, cloud computing 

also involves a range of supporting services such as data analytics, security, and monitoring, which are essential for ensuring the 

reliability, scalability, and security of cloud-based systems. 

 

4.OVERVIEW OF THE WAYS IN WHICH CLOUD COMPUTING CAN BE USED IN HEALTHCARE  

4.1) Cloud-based electronic health records (EHRs) and their benefits Cloud-based electronic health records (EHRs) are digital 

records of patients’ medical history and health information that are stored in a remote server and accessed over the internet. One of 

the primary benefits of cloud based EHRs is the ease of access they offer to healthcare providers. With cloud-based EHRs, medical 

professionals can access patient records from any location and device with an internet connection. This feature allows for more 

efficient and timely care, especially in emergency situations where time is of the essence. Cloud-based EHRs also offer cost savings 

to healthcare providers. Instead of investing in expensive hardware and IT infrastructure to maintain an in-house EHR system, 

healthcare providers can leverage the cloud and pay for only the services they need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 3. Cloud-Based EHR System 
 

4.2) Cloud-based clinical decision support systems (CDSS) Cloud-based clinical decision support systems (CDSS) are computer 

programs that provide healthcare professionals with assistance in making clinical decisions. These systems are designed to be 

accessed via the internet, allowing healthcare providers to access the system from any location with an internet connection. Cloud-

based CDSS utilize advanced algorithms and artificial intelligence (AI) techniques to analyze patient data and provide 

recommendations to healthcare providers based on that analysis. The systems can help healthcare professionals make more informed 

decisions about patient care, including diagnosis, treatment, and management. 

 

 4.3) Cloud-based Telemedicine Cloud-based telemedicine has the potential to revolutionize healthcare delivery by allowing 

healthcare providers to remotely diagnose, treat, and monitor patients using digital tools and cloud technology. This approach can 

improve access to care for patients in remote or underserved areas, reduce healthcare costs, and increase efficiency by enabling 

healthcare providers to collaborate and share patient data seamlessly. Cloud-based telemedicine can also improve patient outcomes 

by enabling more frequent monitoring and early detection of health issues, leading to more timely and effective treatment. As the 

healthcare industry continues to evolve, cloud-based telemedicine is poised to play a critical role in transforming the delivery of 

care. 

 

4.4) Cloud-based precision medicine and personalized healthcare Cloud-based precision medicine and personalized healthcare 

are two concepts that are transforming the healthcare industry. Precision medicine involves tailoring medical treatment to the 

individual characteristics of each patient, such as their genetic makeup, lifestyle, and environmental factors, to achieve the best 

possible outcome. When combined, cloud-based precision medicine and personalized healthcare can provide significant benefits 

for patients and healthcare providers. For example, cloud-based solutions can allow healthcare providers to: Access a patient’s 

medical records, diagnostic images, and other clinical data from anywhere, which can improve patient outcomes and reduce the risk 

of medical errors. Analyze large amounts of patient data using machine learning algorithms and artificial intelligence, which can 

help to identify patterns and correlations that may not be apparent to human healthcare providers. 

 

4.5) Drug Discovery Cloud computing has had a significant impact on drug discovery, providing researchers with powerful 

computational tools and resources to accelerate the drug development process. Cloud computing allows researchers to access and 

process large amounts of data quickly and efficiently, which is essential for analyzing vast amounts of genomic and proteomic data, 

as well as conducting virtual screening of potential drug candidates. With the ability to access powerful computing resources on 

demand, researchers can run complex simulations and predictive models to identify potential drug candidates and optimize their 

structures. One of the key benefits of cloud computing in drug discovery is its ability to reduce the cost and time required for drug 

development.  
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4.6) Cloud-based Health Information Exchange (HIE) and its Impact on Clinical Decision-making Cloud-based Health 

Information Exchange (HIE) is a platform for sharing patient health information between different healthcare providers, and it has 

the potential to improve clinical decision-making. One of the main benefits of cloud-based HIE is that it allows healthcare providers 

to access patient health information in real-time, regardless of the location of the patient. cloud-based HIE can improve clinical 

decision-making by providing healthcare providers with a more comprehensive view of the patient’s health history. This can help 

providers identify potential risk factors, make more accurate diagnoses, and develop more effective treatment plans. One of the 

main challenges is ensuring the security and privacy of patient health information. 

 

5.BASIC STRUCTURE OF CLOUD IN HEALTHCARE 

The use of cloud computing in healthcare is a relatively new but rapidly growing field. The basic structure or working of the use of 

cloud in healthcare can be broken down into the following steps: 

 
Fig. 5. Cloud Computing in Healthcare 

 

5.1) Data Collection:: Healthcare data is collected from various sources such as electronic health records (EHRs), medical devices, 

wearable sensors, and patient-reported data.  

 

5.2) Data Storage:: The collected data is then stored in a cloud environment. Cloud storage provides greater flexibility and 

scalability as compared to traditional on-premises storage solutions. Data can be stored in a variety of formats including structured, 

semi-structured, and unstructured data. 

  

5.3) Data Processing:: Once the data is stored in the cloud, it can be processed using various techniques such as data mining, 

machine learning, and artificial intelligence. These techniques can help to extract useful insights and patterns from the data, which 

can then be used to improve patient outcomes. 

 

5.4) Data Analysis:: The processed data is then analyzed by healthcare professionals to gain insights into patient health and 

behavior. This analysis can help doctors and other healthcare providers make better decisions regarding patient care. 

 

5.5) Patient Engagement: Cloud-based solutions also allow for greater patient engagement through tools such as patient portals 

and telehealth solutions. Patients can access their health records and communicate with their healthcare providers from anywhere, 

anytime. 

 

5.6) Security and Privacy:: Healthcare data is highly sensitive and needs to be protected against unauthorized access. Cloud-based 

solutions use advanced security protocols to protect patient data, including encryption, multi-factor authentication, and access 

controls. 

 

 

6.BENEFITS OF CLOUD COMPUTING IN HEALTHCARE Cloud computing has revolutionized the healthcare industry by 

providing a range of benefits to healthcare providers and patients alike. Cloud computing is a model for delivering computing 

services over the internet on a pay-as-you-go basis, and it offers a range of benefits to healthcare organizations, including improved 

data security, increased accessibility, and reduced costs. In this essay, we will discuss the benefits of cloud computing in healthcare. 

 

6.1) Improved Data Security:: Cloud computing in healthcare provides improved data security by enabling healthcare 

organizations to store and protect sensitive patient information in a secure and private cloud environment. Cloud computing 

providers use state-of-the-art security measures, such as encryption, firewalls, and multi-factor authentication, to protect data from 

unauthorized access, breaches, and cyber threats. This provides healthcare organizations with an added layer of security, ensuring 

that patient data remains confidential and secure. 

  

6.2) Increased Accessibility:: Cloud computing provides healthcare organizations with increased accessibility, allowing healthcare 

providers to access patient data from anywhere and at any time. This is particularly useful for healthcare providers who work 

remotely or across multiple locations. Cloud computing enables healthcare providers to access patient data from their laptops, 

smartphones, or tablets, making it easy for them to collaborate with colleagues and provide care to patients no matter where they 

are.  
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6.3) Reduced Costs:: Cloud computing can significantly reduce costs for healthcare organizations. By moving data and applications 

to the cloud, healthcare organizations can save money on hardware, software, and maintenance costs. Cloud computing also allows 

healthcare organizations to pay for only the services they need, on a pay-as-you-go basis, which reduces the need for capital 

expenditures. This means healthcare organizations can allocate more resources to patient care and research, ultimately improving 

patient outcomes.  

 

6.4) Improved Patient Outcomes:: Cloud computing can improve patient outcomes by providing healthcare providers with real-

time access to patient data, allowing them to make informed decisions about patient care. This is particularly useful in emergency 

situations, where every second counts. Cloud computing also enables healthcare providers to analyze patient data and identify 

trends, which can lead to earlier diagnoses and more effective treatments. 

 

6.5) Scalability:: Cloud computing is highly scalable, meaning healthcare organizations can easily scale up or down their computing 

resources as needed. This is particularly useful for healthcare organizations that experience fluctuations in demand or need to expand 

their services quickly. Cloud computing allows healthcare organizations to rapidly deploy new applications and services, enabling 

them to respond quickly to changing patient needs. 

 

7.CHALLENGES OF CLOUD COMPUTING IN HEALTHCARE 

 

Cloud computing has revolutionized the way healthcare organizations store, manage, and share patient data. It has helped healthcare 

providers to reduce costs, improve efficiency, and provide better patient care. However, there are several challenges associated with 

cloud computing in healthcare. In this essay, we will discuss some of these challenges. 

 

7.1) Data Security:: Healthcare organizations deal with highly sensitive patient data such as medical records, personal information, 

and payment details. These data are highly valuable for cyber criminals, and any data breach can result in significant damage to 

patients and healthcare providers. Cloud providers must provide robust security measures to protect data at rest and in transit.  

 

7.2) Compliance with regulations:: Healthcare organizations are subject to various regulatory requirements such as HIPAA, 

GDPR, and HITECH. These regulations dictate how patient data should be stored, managed, and shared. Cloud providers must 

comply with these regulations and provide tools and features that allow healthcare providers to adhere to these standards.  

 

7.3) Interoperability:: Healthcare providers often use multiple cloud providers and software applications to manage patient data. 

These different systems may not be compatible with each other, which makes it challenging to exchange data seamlessly. Cloud 

providers must ensure that their systems are interoperable with other systems and software applications.  

 

7.4) Availability and Reliability:: Healthcare organizations need access to patient data 24/7. Any downtime or interruption in 

service can affect patient care and cause significant losses to healthcare providers. Cloud providers must provide highly available 

and reliable systems to ensure that healthcare organizations can access patient data whenever they need it.  

 

7.5) Data Ownership:: Healthcare providers must retain ownership of patient data even when it is stored in the cloud. This can be 

challenging when data is stored across multiple cloud providers or when the cloud provider is acquired or merges with another 

company. Cloud providers must ensure that healthcare providers always retain control over patient data.  

 

7.6) Cost:: Cloud computing can be expensive, especially for small healthcare providers with limited budgets. Cloud providers 

must provide cost-effective solutions that meet the needs of healthcare providers without compromising on security, reliability, and 

compliance. In summary, cloud computing has the potential to revolutionize the way healthcare providers store, manage, and share 

patient data. However, there are several challenges that need to be addressed to ensure that cloud computing is safe, secure, and 

compliant with regulations. Cloud providers must provide robust security measures, comply with regulatory requirements, ensure 

interoperability, provide highly available and reliable systems, retain patient data ownership, and offer cost-effective solutions to 

healthcare providers. By addressing these challenges, cloud computing can help healthcare providers to provide better patient care, 

reduce costs, and improve efficiency. 

 

8.A BRIEF STUDY ON MAJOR IMPLEMENTATIONS 

 

8.1) Philips HealthSuite  

Philips HealthSuite is a cloud-based platform that provides a variety of digital health solutions for patients, providers, and payers. 

The platform enables remote patient monitoring, data analytics, and care coordination across various care settings, including 

hospitals, clinics, and home care. One notable case study of HealthSuite’s implementation in healthcare is its partnership with 

Augusta University Health, a large healthcare system in Georgia, USA in 2018.The HealthSuite platform was integrated with 

Augusta University Health’s existing electronic medical records (EMR) system to enable real-time data sharing and analytics. This 

allowed clinicians to monitor patients remotely, track vital signs, and receive alerts when patients’ conditions changed. The 

partnership resulted in significant improvements in patient outcomes, including a 60% reduction in hospital readmissions and a 

50% reduction in emergency department visits for patients enrolled in the program. 

 

8.2) Athenahealth:  

Athenahealth is a leading provider of cloud-based services and solutions for the healthcare industry. The company was founded in 

1997 with a mission to help healthcare providers streamline their operations and improve patient care by leveraging technology. 

Athenahealth’s cloud-based platform provides a range of services, including electronic health records (EHR), practice management, 

revenue cycle management, patient engagement, and population health management. One of the key features of Athenahealth’s 

cloud-based platform is its ability to integrate with a wide range of other healthcare systems and applications. This enables 
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healthcare providers to easily share patient data and collaborate with other providers across different healthcare settings. Another 

important feature of Athenahealth’s platform is its focus on patient engagement. The platform includes a patient portal, which 

allows patients to securely access their medical records, communicate with their healthcare providers, and schedule appointments. 

 

8.3) Healthix  

Healthix is a health information exchange (HIE) company based in New York that has implemented cloud computing to enhance 

the delivery and accessibility of healthcare information to patients and healthcare providers. Unlike other HIEs that rely on outdated 

legacy systems, Healthix has adopted a cloud-based infrastructure that enables real-time data sharing across different healthcare 

providers, leading to improved care coordination, reduced medical errors, and increased patient satisfaction. Healthix’s 

implementation of cloud computing has revolutionized healthcare delivery in New York, making it possible to provide more 

efficient and cost-effective healthcare services to patients. The significance of Healthix’s cloud computing implementation is the 

improved quality of care and patient outcomes it has brought to the healthcare industry.  

 

8.4) Philips eICU  

The Philips eICU program is an example of how cloud computing is transforming the intensive care unit (ICU) environment. With 

the help of cloud computing, the eICU program enables remote monitoring of patients in real-time. The system captures patient 

data, including vital signs, lab results, and medication orders, and alerts healthcare professionals if a patient’s condition changes. 

This helps doctors and nurses provide timely interventions and improve patient outcomes. 

 

8.5) Ambra Health 

Ambra Health is a cloud-based medical imaging platform that enables healthcare providers to share and access medical images 

securely. The platform helps radiologists and other healthcare professionals access patient images in realtime, which improves the 

speed and accuracy of diagnoses. With the help of Ambra Health, healthcare providers can easily share medical images with other 

providers, which helps reduce the risk of misdiagnosis. 

 

8.6) MDLIVE 

MDLIVE is a telemedicine platform that enables patients to access healthcare services remotely. With the help of cloud computing, 

MDLIVE allows patients to connect with healthcare providers via video conferencing, which saves time and reduces the need for 

in-person visits. The platform offers a wide range of healthcare services, including primary care, mental health, and dermatology. 

 

8.7) Pfizer 

Pfizer, one of the world’s largest pharmaceutical companies, has adopted cloud computing to accelerate drug discovery and 

development. The company uses cloud computing to store and analyze vast amounts of data, which helps researchers identify 

potential drug candidates more quickly. This has helped Pfizer bring new drugs to market faster, which benefits patients and the 

healthcare industry as a whole. 

 

9. CONCLUSION  

In conclusion, cloud computing is a rapidly growing technology that has great potential to revolutionize healthcare. Cloud 

computing offers benefits such as cost savings, increased efficiency, and scalability, which are especially important in healthcare 

where the need for secure and efficient data management is critical. However, there are also challenges that need to be addressed 

such as privacy and security concerns, regulatory compliance, and interoperability issues. Despite these challenges, cloud computing 

has already been successfully implemented in various healthcare applications, such as electronic health records (EHRs), 

telemedicine, and medical imaging. Overall, the potential benefits of cloud computing in healthcare are significant and will likely 

continue to drive innovation and improve patient care.  
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