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ABSTRACT  

Toni Morrison's novel, The Bluest Eye, depicts the struggles of a young African American girl named Pecola 

Breedlove as she grapples with issues of identity and self-worth in a society that devalues her race and physical 

appearance. This abstract aims to explore the theme of self-identity in the novel, particularly how Pecola's search for 

identity is shaped by societal pressures and cultural expectations. Through a close analysis of the novel's characters 

and plot, this abstract will highlight how Pecola's internalized racism and self-hatred stem from her experiences of 

being othered and marginalized in a predominantly white society. Additionally, it will explore how Pecola's search for 

identity is further complicated by her family's dysfunction and the cultural beauty standards that prioritize whiteness. 

Furthermore, this abstract will examine how Morrison's use of language and narrative techniques illuminates the 

complexities of identity formation and the impact of societal norms on individual identity. By exploring these themes, 

this abstract hope to provide a deeper understanding of the novel and its significance in depicting the struggles of Black 

Americans in their search for self-identity in a world that seeks to erase their existence. Overall, this abstract aims to 

provide a deeper understanding of the theme of self-identity in The Bluest Eye and its relevance to contemporary 

discussions of identity and oppression. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Toni Morrison’s novel The Bluest Eye is a powerful exploration of self-identity and the effects of societal 

oppression. The novel tells the story of Pecola Breedlove, a young Black girl growing up in 1940s Ohio. Through 

Pecola's experiences with beauty standards and racial discrimination, Morrison highlights the damaging effects of 

internalized societal norms and the intersectionality of identity. This essay will explore the central theme of self-

identity in The Bluest Eye, examining how Morrison uses various literary devices to illustrate this theme, and 

discussing the relevance of the novel to contemporary discussions of identity and oppression. 

 

The Search for Self-Identity  

At its core, The Bluest Eye is a novel about the search for self-identity. Pecola Breedlove is a character who 

struggles with her sense of self, as she is constantly subjected to racial and societal oppression. Pecola’s longing for 

blue eyes is a manifestation of her desire to be accepted and loved by those around her. She internalizes the beauty 

standards of white society, believing that she would be happier and more accepted if she had blue eyes. This illustrates 

the damaging effects of internalized societal norms, as Pecola's sense of self is distorted by the beauty standards 

imposed upon her. Furthermore, Morrison explores the intersectionality of identity in the novel. Pecola’s experiences 

with racism and sexism are intertwined, as she faces discrimination not only because of her race but also because of 

her gender. The character of Claudia, Pecola's friend, also struggles with her sense of self, as she tries to reconcile her 

own identity with the societal norms imposed upon her. Claudia’s rejection of white beauty standards and her refusal 

to conform to societal expectations demonstrate the importance of embracing one's true self, regardless of societal 

norms and expectations. 
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Symbolism and Characterization 

Toni Morrison's The Bluest Eye is a novel that explores the theme of self-identity through the use of symbolism 

and characterization. One of the key symbols in the novel is the motif of blue eyes, which represents the white beauty 

standards that the protagonist, Pecola Breedlove, has internalized. Pecola longs for blue eyes because she believes that 

they will make her beautiful and accepted by those around her. This desire for blue eyes symbolizes the destructive 

power of societal norms and the way in which they can distort one's sense of self.  

Morrison's use of characterization also adds depth and nuance to the exploration of self-identity in the novel. 

Pecola is a complex character who is not simply a victim of societal oppression, but a character with her own agency 

and desires. She longs for blue eyes not only because she wants to be accepted by others but also because she desires 

to see herself as beautiful. The character of Cholly Breedlove, Pecola's father, is also complex. He is a victim of racism 

and poverty, but he is also a character who inflicts violence upon his family. Morrison's nuanced portrayal of these 

characters adds depth and complexity to the exploration of self-identity in the novel. Overall, Morrison's use of 

symbolism and characterization in The Bluest Eye illuminates the complexities of self-identity and the damaging 

effects of societal norms. The novel challenges dominant narratives about beauty and Blackness and highlights the 

importance of embracing one's true self, regardless of societal expectations. 

 

Personal Experiences and Contemporary Relevance 

Toni Morrison's The Bluest Eye is a novel that delves into personal experiences and contemporary relevance, 

exploring themes of self-identity, race, and gender. Through the experiences of its characters, Morrison highlights the 

ways in which social constructions of beauty and whiteness shape individual identity and contribute to the 

marginalization of Black women. One of the key themes in the novel is the concept of beauty, which is explored 

through the character of Pecola Breedlove. Pecola is a young Black girl who yearns for blue eyes, which she sees as 

the ultimate symbol of beauty and acceptance. Through Pecola's experiences, Morrison highlights the ways in which 

dominant societal narratives about beauty and desirability are deeply entwined with issues of race and power. Pecola's 

longing for blue eyes is not simply a reflection of her individual desires but is instead a manifestation of the broader 

societal belief that whiteness is the epitome of beauty and worth. Another key theme in the novel is the intersection of 

race and gender. Through the character of Claudia, a young Black girl who resists societal norms of beauty and 

femininity, Morrison highlights the ways in which gendered expectations intersect with issues of race and power. 

Claudia's resistance to these norms is a form of resistance to the societal marginalization of Black women and girls, 

who are often excluded from dominant narratives of beauty and femininity.  

The Bluest Eye also explores the impact of trauma and violence on the lives of Black women. The character 

of Pecola experiences profound trauma and abuse, which has a lasting impact on her sense of self and her ability to 

navigate the world around her. Through Pecola's experiences, Morrison highlights the ways in which violence and 

trauma can shape individual identity and contribute to the marginalization of Black women. The novel is also deeply 

relevant to contemporary issues of race and power. Morrison's portrayal of the ways in which societal narratives about 

beauty and desirability contribute to the marginalization of Black women is particularly relevant in the current moment, 

as movements like Black Lives Matter and Me Too highlight the ongoing struggles of Black women for recognition 

and equality. The Bluest Eye serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of centering Black women's experiences 

in discussions of race, gender, and power. Toni Morrison's The Bluest Eye is a powerful exploration of personal 

experiences and contemporary relevance, highlighting the ways in which societal narratives of beauty and power 

intersect with issues of race and gender. Through the experiences of its characters, the novel illuminates the profound 

impact of trauma and violence on the lives of Black women and serves as a reminder of the ongoing struggles for 

recognition and equality in contemporary society. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Toni Morrison's The Bluest Eye is a powerful exploration of the search for self-identity in the face of societal 

oppression. Through the character of Pecola Breedlove and her struggles with beauty standards and racial 

discrimination, the novel highlights the damaging effects of internalized societal norms and the intersectionality of 

identity. Morrison's masterful use of literary devices such as symbolism and characterization adds depth and nuance 

to the exploration of self-identity in the novel. Furthermore, her personal experiences as a Black woman inform her 

writing and the portrayal of the characters, giving a unique and authentic perspective on the complexities of identity in 

the face of oppression. The theme of self-identity in The Bluest Eye continues to be relevant in contemporary 

discussions of identity and oppression, making the novel a timeless work of literature. Overall, this exploration of self-

identity in The Bluest Eye serves as a reminder of the importance of embracing our true selves, regardless of societal 

norms and expectations. 
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