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Abstract : Ukraine and Russia have had cultural, linguistic, and familial ties for hundreds of years. For many
Russians and ethnic Russians in Ukraine, the countries’ common heritage is an emotional topic that has been
used for electoral and military goals. Ukraine was the second-most powerful Soviet republic after Russia as
part of the Soviet Union, and it was significant politically, economically, and culturally. Russia-Ukraine war
may, however, have an impact on India's foreign policy decisions, particularly when it comes to balancing
relations with Russia and other Western countries. The ongoing Russia-Ukraine war has triggered significant
international concerns, with its potential repercussions extending beyond the immediate region. This abstract
delves into the global apprehensions surrounding the conflict and its specific impact on India. As a major
player on the global stage, India's political landscape, strategic considerations, and regional dynamics could
be influenced by the developments in the Russia-Ukraine war. This paper aims to analyze the potential
consequences for India, including diplomatic challenges, economic ramifications, and security implications.
By examining the interplay between the Russia-Ukraine conflict and India's geopolitical interests, this paper
sheds light on the complexities and multifaceted nature of this international concern.

IndexTerms - Russia, Ukraine, War, India, Foreign Policy.

INTRODUCTION

Russia and Ukraine's conflict began in 2014, when Russia annexed Crimea, a peninsula that was previously
part of Ukraine. This action triggered a larger battle in eastern Ukraine, particularly in the Donetsk and
Luhansk areas, where pro-Russian separatists declared independence. The fighting has killed thousands of
people and displaced tens of thousands more. The international community has kept a close eye on the
situation and has taken a number of steps to address the crisis. Here are a few important international
considerations. In reaction to Russia's actions in Ukraine, many countries, notably the United States, European

Union member states, and others, have imposed economic and diplomatic sanctions on the country. (Akhoon,
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I. A. 2023). These penalties are intended to put pressure on Russia to change its behavior and conform to
international norms. Diplomatic channels have been utilized extensively to try to resolve the problem. The
Normandy Format, which includes Ukraine, Russia, Germany, and France, has served as an important
negotiation platform. The Minsk agreements, negotiated in 2014 and 2015, laid forth a plan for a ceasefire
and a political settlement. However, implementation has been difficult. Many countries, mainly Western
nations, have offered Ukraine political, economic, and military help. This assistance comprises financial
assistance, military training for Ukrainian soldiers, and the provision of defensive military equipment.
Organizations such as the United Nations (UN), the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE), and NATO have been watching the situation and promoting diplomatic solutions. The OSCE, in
particular, has a Special Monitoring Mission in Ukraine to assist with the region’s stabilization. The battle has
also had an impact on Europe's energy security. Ukraine serves as a transit country for Russian gas deliveries
to Europe, and regional tensions have exacerbated concerns about energy supply reliability. Thousands of
people have been killed and millions have been displaced as a result of the violence. International
organisations and humanitarian organisations have been striving to help affected populations. It's worth noting
that the situation is fluid, and changes may have occurred since my knowledge cutoff. For the most up-to-date
information on the Russian-Ukrainian war, it is best to check reputable news sources or international

organizations.

Objective:
The aim and objective of this endeavour is to discuss and understand the international concerns on

Russia- Ukraine War while taking into consideration its impact on Indian politics.

Methodology:
The statements used in the study and the data used in the study is purely based on secondary sources.
Researcher has consulted research papers article, books, reports and other online and offline sources to write

this endeavour. Discussion and conclusion regarding same is given at the end.

The conflict between Russia and Ukraine and its impact on India:

The conflict between Russia and Ukraine, as well as its impact on Indian arena, is a complex subject
with many variables to consider. Here are some crucial factors to consider in order to comprehend the
situation:

The History of the Russia-Ukraine Conflict: Russia and Ukraine's conflict began in 2014, when Russia
annexed Crimea, a peninsula that had previously belonged to Ukraine. This has resulted in an ongoing battle

in eastern Ukraine between Ukrainian government forces and separatists backed by Russia. (Hasan, M., Islam,
L., Jahan, I., Meem, S. M., & Rahman, R. M. 2023)
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Indian Position on the crisis: India has taken a cautious attitude to the Russia-Ukraine crisis, advocating for
non-interference and neutrality. India has always had strong relations with both Russia and Ukraine, and has

remained neutral in the crisis.

Border crossings from and to Ukraine after Russia's invasion from February 2022 to May 2023
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Data on Civilian casualties in Ukraine verified by OHCHR from Feb. 2022 to June 2023
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1. Economic Factors: India is a significant importer of Russian defence equipment, and Russia has been one
of India’s greatest suppliers of military hardware. Russia-Ukraine conflict could have an influence on India’s
defence purchases and military connections with Russia.

2. International Relations and Geopolitics: The dispute has worldwide geopolitical ramifications. It has

strained relations between Russia and Western countries, resulting in economic sanctions and diplomatic
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tensions. India, as a member of the BRICS group (which includes Russia), may have difficulties in balancing
its connections with Russia and its involvement with the West.

3. Energy Considerations: Ukraine is an important transit country for natural gas delivery from Russia to
Europe. Any disruptions in gas supplies as a result of the conflict could have ramifications for India, which

buys energy from different countries.

India's imports from Russia at record high

Imports of top five principal commodities have surged since the war as sanctions-
hit Russia offered deep discounts to India on key commodities, especially fuel
Year-on-year trade change of trade from Feb 24, 2022 to Nov 20,2022 compared
to the same period last year
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4. Diplomatic Efforts: India has backed diplomatic attempts such as the Normandy Format and the Minsk
Agreement aimed at peacefully settling the conflict. India has called for a negotiated settlement and peaceful
dispute resolution through communication.
5. Impact on India: The crisis between Russia and Ukraine has had little direct impact on Indian domestic
politics. It may, however, have an impact on India's foreign policy decisions, particularly when it comes to
balancing relations with Russia and other Western countries. It's crucial to remember that the situation is fluid,

and events can occur that alter the dynamics and have an impact on Indian politics. (Jha, A., Bhatt, N., Dixit, A.
K., Singh, U. K., & Choudhary, L. R. 2022).
The crisis between Russia and Ukraine has shifted the global power balance. It has emphasized

Russia's rebirth as a key factor in international affairs, as well as its readiness to impose its influence. This
has ramifications for India as it negotiates its own place in the shifting global order.

1. Defence Cooperation and Technology: For decades, India has relied on Russian defence equipment and
technology. The battle, however, may raise concerns about the dependability of Russian military supplies,
prompting India to diversify its defence procurement sources. This could result in more involvement with

other countries, such as the United States and European countries.
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2. Impact on Regional Stability: The conflict has the potential to have an impact on regional stability,
particularly in Europe and neighbouring regions. As a major global power, India is likely to be concerned
about any escalation of tensions and the possibility of spillover effects on neighbouring countries.
3. Geopolitical Alignments: The battle has shifted certain geopolitical alliances. Western countries,
particularly the United States and the European Union, have condemned Russia’s activities in Ukraine. India,
which has recently sought deeper links with the West, may find itself in a difficult position of maintaining
partnerships with both Russia and the Western countries.
4. Economic Consequences: The conflict and subsequent sanctions placed by Western countries on Russia
have had an economic impact. As a large global economy, India may face indirect effects on commerce,
investments, and energy costs. These economic concerns may influence India's stance to the conflict and
political decisions.
5. Diplomatic Difficulties: The disagreement causes diplomatic difficulties for India, since it may be required
to adopt a position or align with world consensus on the subject. Balancing India’s relations with Russia and
Ukraine while considering its own national interests can be a difficult issue for politicians. (Saridakis, G.,
Alexiou, C., Hosein, R., & Satnarine-Singh, N. 2022).

It is vital to emphasize that the precise impact of the Russia-Ukraine crisis on Indian politics would
be determined by a number of factors, including the conflict's evolving dynamics, India's foreign policy

priorities and global development.

Analysis of Russian Ukraine War with Respect to Indian Context:

Understanding the ramifications of the Russian-Ukraine war for Indian foreign policy, defence
cooperation, energy security, and regional dynamics is part of analyzing the conflict.
1. Neutrality and Non-Interference: India has historically pursued a policy of non-interference in other
countries' domestic affairs. (Pardal, H., Nagarajan, K., Mahara, T., & Josephine VL, H. 2022). This stance is
expected to be continued in the Russian-Ukraine crisis, with India remaining neutral.
2. Balancing Relations: Historically, India has maintained significant ties with both Russia and Ukraine.
Balancing these connections while addressing their conflicting interests can present diplomatic challenges for
India.
3. Multilateral Engagements: India has actively supported diplomatic efforts aimed at amicably settling the
issue. It has advocated for conversation and negotiation through multilateral platforms such as the United
Nations and the BRICS.
4. Dependence on Russian Equipment: For several decades, India has been a significant importer of Russian
defence equipment. The conflict may cause India to reconsider its reliance on Russian supplies, prompting it
to diversify its defence purchase sources and explore ties with other countries.
5. Indigenous Defence Production: India has been promoting indigenization of its defence industry in order
to reduce reliance on imports. The conflict may hasten efforts to increase self-reliance and create domestic

defence capabilities.
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6. Gas Diversification and Supply: Ukraine is an important transit country for Russian natural gas shipments
to Europe. Any disruptions in gas supply caused by the conflict could have an indirect influence on India, as
it imports energy resources from a variety of countries. India may think about diversifying its energy sources
and expanding energy collaboration with different suppliers.

7. Regional Dynamics: Concerns about regional stability and security: India is concerned about the conflict's
repercussions for regional stability and security. Instability in the region might have a knock-on impact on
neighbouring countries, threatening India's strategic interests.

8. Relations with Other Nations: The battle has shifted geopolitical alignments. The conflict's impact on
India’s relations with countries such as the United States and European nations is unknown.

9. Economic Considerations: Trade and Investment: Economic sanctions placed on Russia as a result of the
conflict may have an impact on global trade and investment flows. As a significant global economy, India
may face indirect economic implications. (Ghosh, R., & Bagchi, B. 2023)

10. Defence Industry Cooperation: As a result of the crisis, India may look at chances for defence industry
cooperation with countries who are critical of Russia's activities, perhaps leading to adjustments in defence

trade and investment patterns.

Discussion and Conclusion

Overall, the Russian-Ukraine war has various ramifications for India, including diplomatic issues,
defence cooperation dynamics, energy security considerations, concerns about regional stability, and
economic consequences. The response and approach taken by India will be determined by its strategic
interests, foreign policy priorities, and emerging global dynamics. The Russia-Ukraine conflict is a
complicated geopolitical conflict with worldwide consequences, including the possible impact on Indian
politics. The conflict between Russia and Ukraine has caused a shift in global geopolitical dynamics, with
tensions rising between Russia and Western countries, particularly the United States and its allies. This has
resulted in the formation of a new fault line in international relations, with the ability to restructure alliances
and influence the global balance of power. India has historically maintained close relationships with Russia,
including defence cooperation, commercial links, and diplomatic contacts. The crisis between Russia and
Ukraine may affect India's relationship with Russia, as India must strike a delicate balance between its
strategic connection with Russia and its expanding ties with Western countries. Because Russia is a significant
supplier of natural gas to Europe, the conflict has ramifications for global energy security (Ngo, V. M., Huynh,
T. L., Nguyen, P. V., & Nguyen, H. H. 2022). Any disruption in energy resource supply could cause price swings,
affecting the global economy, particularly India. India, as a major energy consumer, will need to actively
monitor the situation in order to avoid any potential negative repercussions. The situation may offer
diplomatic difficulties for India as it attempts to balance its connections with Russia and Ukraine. India has
generally maintained a non-alignment policy and has historically supported Ukraine's territorial integrity.

Given its interests in both countries, India may face difficulties in striking the correct diplomatic balance.
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