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Abstract : Zeb-un-Nisa, a Mughal princess known by her pen name "Makhfi," transcended her royal lineage to become a 

celebrated poetess whose legacy echoes through time. Through her evocative poetry in Persian, Urdu, and Arabic, she explored 

themes of love, spirituality, and the human experience. Her adoption of the pseudonym "Makhfi" allowed her to navigate the 

complexities of the Mughal court while expressing her innermost thoughts with freedom and introspection. Zeb-un-Nisa's 

patronage of poets, scholars, and artists enriched the cultural milieu, fostering cross-cultural dialogue and artistic diversity. Her 

resilience, exemplified by her ability to find solace in creativity during imprisonment, underscores the power of self-expression in 

challenging circumstances. Zeb-un-Nisa's legacy resonates in the modern context, empowering women, inspiring creative 

pursuits, and inviting us to explore the depths of history, literature, and the enduring impact of artistic and intellectual 

contributions. 

Keywords :  Makhfi, Pseudonym ,Feminine ,Patronage ,Hidden Poet, Freedom Of Expression. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  1.INTRODUCTION 

Zeb-un-Nisa, also known as Zebunnisa or Zebun-Nissa, was a remarkable princess in Mughal history. She was the daughter of 

Emperor Aurangzeb, who ruled over a significant portion of the Indian subcontinent during the 17th century.Zeb-un-Nisa was 

renowned for her intellectual prowess, poetic talent, and literary contributions. She was a gifted poetess and her verses, often 

composed in Persian, highlighted themes of love, spirituality, and the human experience. Her poetry reflected her deep insights 

and sensitivity.Her significance in Mughal history and literature lies in her role as a patron of arts and letters, fostering an 

environment of cultural richness in the Mughal court. Zeb-un-Nisa's contributions added to the literary legacy of the Mughal 

Empire and her poetry continues to be celebrated for its eloquence and depth. 

Exploring the life, poetry, and legacy of Zeb-un-Nisa offers several important insights and benefits. Studying Zeb-un-Nisa 

provides a window into the cultural and historical milieu of the Mughal Empire. Her life and poetry offer valuable perspectives on 

the courtly life, social dynamics, and artistic achievements of that era. Zeb-un-Nisa's story sheds light on the often-overlooked 

contributions of women in history. Her accomplishments challenge traditional gender roles and highlight the agency and intellect 

of women, especially in a patriarchal society. Her poetry showcases the flourishing literary scene of the Mughal court. Exploring 

her verses enriches our understanding of the literary techniques, themes, and influences of that time, contributing to the broader 

tapestry of world literature. 

 Zeb-un-Nisa's spiritual and philosophical poetry explores themes of divine love and human experience. It offers insights into the 

complex interplay between religion, mysticism, and poetic expression. Zeb-un-Nisa's resilience, creativity, and intellectual 

pursuits serve as an inspiration for present and future generations, encouraging them to overcome challenges and pursue their 

passions. Understanding Zeb-un-Nisa's legacy helps bridge the gap between historical and contemporary cultures, fostering an 

appreciation for the enduring influence of Mughal art, literature, and thought. 

By studying her life and poetry, we contribute to the preservation of cultural heritage and ensure that her contributions are not 

forgotten over time. Zeb-un-Nisa's poetry and legacy connect the Mughal Empire's history to a global audience, facilitating cross-

cultural dialogue and mutual understanding. exploring Zeb-un-Nisa's life, poetry, and legacy enriches our understanding of 

history, literature, and cultural diversity, while also offering valuable lessons and inspiration for modern society. 

 

 

2. EARLY LIFE AND ROYAL BACKGROUND 

Zeb-un-Nisa, a luminous figure in Mughal history, was born in 1638 as the eldest daughter of the mighty Emperor Aurangzeb and 

his empress, Dilras Banu Begum. Her birth occurred during a period of imperial grandeur and cultural opulence within the 

Mughal dynasty. As the granddaughter of Emperor Shah Jahan, renowned for building the iconic Taj Mahal, and the daughter of 

the stern yet powerful Aurangzeb, Zeb-un-Nisa was born into a lineage that had already left an indelible mark on the Indian 

subcontinent.However, Zeb-un-Nisa's life would soon take a unique trajectory, defying the expectations of a conventional royal 

upbringing. Amidst the opulent splendor of the Mughal court, she emerged as an exceptional individual, deeply inclined toward 

poetry, spirituality, and intellectual pursuits. Her upbringing in the midst of imperial power and cultural vibrancy shaped her 
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identity and worldview, ultimately leading her to rise above the constraints of her societal role and to leave an enduring legacy 

that transcends her royal lineage. 

Zeb-un-Nisa's Mughal royal lineage significantly influenced her early life in various ways 

2.1. Cultural Exposure: Growing up in the heart of the Mughal court provided Zeb-un-Nisa with unparalleled exposure to a rich 

blend of art, literature, music, and architecture. The court was a hub of creativity, where the cultural achievements of the Mughal 

dynasty were on full display. This environment likely nurtured her appreciation for aesthetics and intellectual pursuits. 

2.2. Educational Opportunities: Being part of the royal family granted Zeb-un-Nisa access to a rigorous education that included 

subjects like Persian literature, calligraphy, history, and religious studies. Her upbringing would have emphasized the importance 

of learning and intellectual growth. 

2.3. Literary Heritage: Zeb-un-Nisa's ancestors, including Emperor Akbar and her own grandfather Shah Jahan, were patrons of 

literature and poetry. This legacy of literary patronage likely played a role in shaping her interest and talent in composing verses. 

2.4. Social Expectations: Despite her privileged position, Zeb-un-Nisa's royal lineage also subjected her to certain societal 

expectations and constraints. As a Mughal princess, she was expected to uphold the dignity and decorum befitting her status, 

which may have influenced her personal and creative expression. 

2.5. Exposure to Spirituality: The Mughal court was not only a center of art and culture but also a place where religious and 

spiritual ideas flourished. Zeb-un-Nisa would have been exposed to various philosophical and mystical schools of thought, which 

could have influenced the themes and depth of her poetry. 

2.6. Cultural Diversity: The Mughal court was a melting pot of diverse cultures and traditions due to the empire's vast territories. 

This exposure to different cultures likely broadened Zeb-un-Nisa's perspectives and enriched her understanding of human 

experiences. 

2.7. Parental Influence: Zeb-un-Nisa's father, Aurangzeb, though known for his strict rule, was also a man of literary inclination. 

His personal interests could have encouraged and shaped Zeb-un-Nisa's own literary pursuits. 

In essence, Zeb-un-Nisa's Mughal royal lineage immersed her in a world of artistic grandeur, intellectual stimulation, and cultural 

diversity. These early influences played a significant role in molding her into the intellectually gifted and creatively inclined 

individual she would become, setting the stage for her exceptional contributions to literature and history. 

ROLE OF HER MOTHER DILRAS BANU BEGUM IN SHAPING HER UPRISING 

Dilras Banu Begum, Zeb-un-Nisa's mother, played a crucial role in shaping her upbringing and development, particularly in the 

context of the Mughal court. As a mother, Dilras Banu Begum would have been instrumental in instilling cultural values, ethics, 

and manners in Zeb-un-Nisa. She would have provided guidance on how to navigate the complexities of court life while 

upholding the dignity and traditions of the Mughal family. 

 Dilras Banu Begum likely ensured that Zeb-un-Nisa received a well-rounded education. She may have actively promoted Zeb-

un-Nisa's intellectual pursuits, encouraging her to explore subjects like literature, poetry, and philosophy. Being the wife of 

Emperor Aurangzeb, Dilras Banu Begum had a role in promoting cultural and literary activities within the court. Her support for 

these endeavors would have influenced Zeb-un-Nisa's exposure to literary and artistic circles Dilras Banu Begum's own life 

experiences, including her marriage to Aurangzeb and her position within the royal family, could have served as examples of 

resilience and fortitude for Zeb-un-Nisa. This could have inspired her to navigate challenges and express herself creatively. 

 In a highly formal and hierarchical court, Dilras Banu Begum might have provided Zeb-un-Nisa with emotional support and a 

nurturing environment. This could have been especially valuable given the pressures of royal life. Dilras Banu Begum hailed from 

a Persian noble family, and her background could have contributed to a broader cultural exchange within the household. This 

exposure to different traditions and perspectives could have enriched Zeb-un-Nisa's own worldview. Dilras Banu Begum may 

have encouraged Zeb-un-Nisa to explore her creative inclinations and express herself through poetry and other artistic endeavors, 

fostering her daughter's unique talents. Dilras Banu Begum's own interest in Sufism and spirituality could have influenced Zeb-

un-Nisa's later exploration of mysticism and divine love in her poetry. 

In summary, Dilras Banu Begum's role as Zeb-un-Nisa's mother extended beyond her royal status. She likely provided support, 

guidance, and inspiration that contributed to Zeb-un-Nisa's intellectual and creative growth, shaping her into the influential figure 

she became in Mughal history and literature. 

 3. INTELLECTUAL NURTURING AND EDUCATION 

3.1 EXPLOSURE TO A DIVERSE EDUCATION UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF SCHOLARS 

Zeb-un-Nisa's privileged position within the Mughal court afforded her exposure to a diverse and comprehensive education under 

the guidance of accomplished scholars. This education played a pivotal role in shaping her intellectual pursuits and creative 

expression. 

3.1.1. Language and Literature: Zeb-un-Nisa received a robust education in Persian, the court language of the Mughal Empire. 

This laid the foundation for her poetic endeavors. She would have been exposed to classical Persian literature and poetry, 

enabling her to refine her linguistic skills and explore various poetic forms. 

3.1.2. Poetic Tradition: Guided by skilled tutors and scholars, Zeb-un-Nisa delved into the rich tradition of Persian and Urdu 

poetry. She likely studied the works of renowned poets like Rumi, Hafez, and Saadi, imbibing their themes, styles, and literary 

techniques. 

3.1.3. Philosophy and Mysticism: Scholars would have introduced Zeb-un-Nisa to the philosophical and mystical traditions of 

the time. Her exposure to Sufism and other spiritual philosophies may have influenced the profound themes of love, divinity, and 

human experience that characterize her poetry. 

3.1.4. Literary Critique: Scholars would have provided critical insights and constructive feedback on her compositions, helping 

Zeb-un-Nisa refine her poetic skills and develop a deeper understanding of the art of expression. 

3.1.5. History and Tradition: Zeb-un-Nisa's education would likely have included studies in history, both of the Mughal dynasty 

and the broader world. This historical context would have enriched her poetry by grounding it in the cultural and societal milieu 

of her time. 
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3.1.6. Calligraphy and Arts: As an integral part of Mughal education, Zeb-un-Nisa might have received instruction in 

calligraphy, an art form closely intertwined with literature. Mastery of calligraphy would have further elevated her status as a 

cultivated member of the royal court. 

3.1.7. Cross-Cultural Exposure: The Mughal court attracted scholars and artists from various regions, allowing Zeb-un-Nisa to 

engage with a diverse range of perspectives and ideas. This cross-cultural exposure would have broadened her intellectual 

horizons. 

3.1.8. Debates and Discussions: The court environment would have facilitated intellectual debates and discussions. Engaging in 

these dialogues with scholars and fellow courtiers would have honed Zeb-un-Nisa's critical thinking and communication skills. 

In essence, Zeb-un-Nisa's education under the guidance of scholars was a holistic and immersive experience that encompassed 

language, literature, philosophy, arts, and cultural exchange. This diverse education not only enriched her own literary 

contributions but also contributed to the cultural vibrancy and intellectual legacy of the Mughal court. 

3.2. NOTABLE TEACHERS AND MENTORS WHO INFLUENCED HER INTELLUCTUAL GROWTH 

Zeb-un-Nisa's intellectual growth was influenced by several notable teachers and mentors who played a significant role in shaping 

her literary and philosophical pursuits within the Mughal court. Some of these influential figures include: 

3.2.1. Mir Muhammad Taqi 'Mir Taqi Mir': A renowned Urdu and Persian poet, Mir Taqi Mir, also known as Mir, was one of 

Zeb-un-Nisa's prominent mentors. He was known for his ghazals and elegant poetry. His guidance and poetic insights likely 

contributed to Zeb-un-Nisa's development as a poetess. 

3.2.2. Sa'idullah Khan Dehlvi 'Husaini': Sa'idullah Khan, known by his pen name 'Husaini,' was a court poet and scholar who 

mentored Zeb-un-Nisa in Persian literature and poetry. His expertise would have honed her skills and deepened her understanding 

of classical Persian literary traditions. 

3.2.3. Muhammad Ibrahim 'Zauq': Another significant figure in Zeb-un-Nisa's education was Muhammad Ibrahim, commonly 

referred to as 'Zauq.' He was a celebrated poet and one of the leading figures of the Delhi Urdu literary scene. Zauq's guidance 

would have influenced Zeb-un-Nisa's poetic style and composition. 

3.2.4. Makhfi (Bibi Gulsukh): Makhfi, a gifted female poet, was a close friend and contemporary of Zeb-un-Nisa. Their 

friendship likely involved intellectual exchange and mutual support, contributing to each other's growth as poets. 

3.2.5. Sufi Scholars: Zeb-un-Nisa's exploration of spiritual and mystical themes in her poetry suggests that she was influenced by 

Sufi scholars and thinkers of her time. Her exposure to Sufi philosophy and mysticism would have been facilitated by interactions 

with Sufi mentors. 

3.2.6. Royal Courtiers and Scholars: Zeb-un-Nisa's position within the Mughal court exposed her to a wide array of courtiers, 

scholars, and intellectuals. Engaging in discussions and debates with these individuals would have contributed to her broader 

intellectual development. 

3.2.7. Family Influence: While not direct mentors, Zeb-un-Nisa's parents, Emperor Aurangzeb and Empress Dilras Banu Begum, 

likely played a formative role in her education and intellectual pursuits. Their patronage of art, literature, and spirituality set the 

tone for Zeb-un-Nisa's interests. 

These mentors and teachers collectively nurtured Zeb-un-Nisa's talents, helping her refine her poetic expression, explore profound 

themes, and engage with the cultural and intellectual currents of her time. Their guidance played a crucial role in shaping her into 

a prominent poetess whose work continues to be celebrated and studied to this day. 

3.3 EMPHASIS ON LITERATURE,POETRY,PHILOSOPHYAND OTHER SUBJECTS 

Zeb-un-Nisa's life was characterized by a profound emphasis on literature, poetry, philosophy, and a diverse array of subjects, 

each contributing to her multifaceted identity and intellectual legacy: 

3.3.1. Literature and Poetry: Zeb-un-Nisa's most notable contribution lies in her poetic prowess. She crafted verses in Persian, 

Urdu, and Arabic, exploring themes of love, spirituality, mysticism, and human experience. Her poetic output showcases her 

mastery of language and her ability to convey complex emotions and ideas. 

3.3.2. Philosophy and Spirituality: Zeb-un-Nisa's poetry often delved into philosophical inquiries and spiritual contemplations. 

Her verses reflect her engagement with Sufi philosophy, exploring the divine, human existence, and the nature of reality. 

3.3.3. Mysticism and Divine Love: Zeb-un-Nisa's deep exploration of Sufi concepts, including the idea of divine love (ishq-e-

haqiqi), set her poetry apart. Her verses eloquently express the mystical journey, yearning for union with the divine, and the 

transformative power of spiritual experiences. 

3.3.4. Languages and Linguistic Skill: Zeb-un-Nisa's education fostered linguistic excellence. Her ability to compose poetry in 

multiple languages, including Persian and Urdu, highlighted her linguistic versatility and cultural fluency. 

3.3.5. Feminine Perspective: Zeb-un-Nisa's poetry provides a unique insight into the feminine experience in the Mughal court. 

Her verses offer a voice to the emotions, challenges, and aspirations of women in a patriarchal society. 

3.3.6. Cultural and Historical Context: Through her poetry, Zeb-un-Nisa captured the cultural milieu of the Mughal Empire. 

Her verses provide glimpses into courtly life, social dynamics, and the broader historical context of her era. 

3.3.7. Literary Patronage: Zeb-un-Nisa's patronage of scholars and poets, as well as her involvement in literary circles, 

contributed to the preservation and advancement of the Mughal literary tradition. 

3.3.8. Humanitarian Concerns: Zeb-un-Nisa's poetry also touched upon social and humanitarian issues. Her  verses expressed 

empathy for the marginalized and advocated for compassion and justice. 

In summary, Zeb-un-Nisa's emphasis on literature, poetry, philosophy, and various subjects allowed her to explore the depths of 

human thought and emotion. Her intellectual pursuits not only enriched the literary heritage of the Mughal court but also left a 

lasting imprint on the world of poetry and philosophy, making her a celebrated figure in both history and literature. 

 

 

4. HIDDEN POET: THE PERSONA OF “MAKHFI” 

Zeb-un-Nisa, the accomplished Mughal princess and gifted poetess, adopted the enigmatic pen name "Makhfi," which translates 

to "Hidden One" or "Concealed One" in Persian. This distinctive pseudonym held profound significance in both her personal life 

and her literary journey. Choosing the pen name Makhfi, Zeb-un-Nisa navigated the complex world of the Mughal court and 
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expressed her thoughts and emotions with a veil of anonymity, allowing her to explore themes of love, spirituality, and human 

experience with a sense of freedom and introspection. Just as her life was layered with the complexities of royal lineage, societal 

expectations, and personal struggles, the pen name Makhfi became a symbolic embodiment of her innermost self, hidden behind 

the façade of courtly decorum. Through the veil of her chosen pseudonym, Zeb-un-Nisa's verses transcended the boundaries of 

her time, continuing to inspire and resonate with readers as a testament to the power of poetic expression. 

4.1. SIGNIFICANCE OF HER PSEUDONYMOUS IDENTITY IN A COUNTRY AND SOCIAL CONTEXT 

Zeb-un-Nisa's adoption of the pseudonymous identity "Makhfi" held significant implications within the cultural, societal, and 

political context of her time: 

4.1.1. Freedom of Expression: In the rigidly structured and conservative society of the Mughal court, adopting a pseudonymous 

identity allowed Zeb-un-Nisa to express herself more freely and openly. It provided her a certain degree of anonymity, shielding 

her from potential backlash or criticism for her unconventional thoughts and artistic pursuits. 

4.1.2. Challenging Gender Norms: As a Mughal princess, Zeb-un-Nisa was expected to adhere to societal norms and comport 

herself in a certain manner. By adopting a pseudonym, she subtly challenged these gender norms and asserted her intellectual and 

creative autonomy. 

4.1.3. Navigating Royal Constraints: The royal court was a realm of political intrigue and familial rivalries. Zeb-un-Nisa's pen 

name allowed her to engage in artistic endeavors without being overshadowed by her royal identity or being drawn into courtly 

power struggles. 

4.1.4. Disguised Identity: The pseudonym "Makhfi" served as a poetic persona through which Zeb-un-Nisa could explore her 

inner thoughts and emotions. It provided a literary disguise, enabling her to address personal and sensitive subjects without 

revealing her true identity. 

4.1.5. Cultural and Literary Legacy: The adoption of a pen name aligns with a rich tradition of pseudonymous writing in 

Persian and Urdu literature. By embracing this practice, Zeb-un-Nisa connected herself to a lineage of poets who had used similar 

techniques to explore diverse themes and perspectives. 

4.1.6. Universal Appeal: The choice of a pseudonymous identity allowed Zeb-un-Nisa's poetry to transcend the boundaries of her 

royal background and societal position. Her verses, attributed to "Makhfi," gained a broader, more universal appeal that resonated 

beyond her immediate context. 

4.1.7. Mystique and Symbolism: The name "Makhfi" itself carried a sense of mystery and symbolism, inviting readers to 

explore the layers of meaning hidden within her poetry. This mystique added depth to her verses and contributed to her enduring 

literary legacy. 

In essence, Zeb-un-Nisa's use of the pseudonym "Makhfi" was a strategic and symbolic choice that enabled her to navigate the 

intricate web of societal expectations, courtly dynamics, and personal aspirations. It empowered her to express her creative and 

intellectual pursuits in a manner that left an indelible mark on literature and culture while preserving a sense of individuality and 

independence. 

4.2 EXPLORATION OF HOW THE HIDDEN POET PERSONA  ALLOWED HER CREATIVE THINKING 

 Zeb-un-Nisa's adoption of the pseudonymous identity "Makhfi" provided her with a hidden poet persona that granted her a 

remarkable degree of creative freedom within the constraints of her royal and societal context. This hidden identity enabled her to 

explore and express herself in ways that might not have been possible under her real name: 

4.2.1. Anonymity:  By writing under the pen name "Makhfi," Zeb-un-Nisa could detach her literary persona from her royal 

identity. This anonymity shielded her from potential scrutiny or backlash, giving her the freedom to delve into personal, spiritual, 

and emotional themes that might have been deemed unconventional for a princess. 

4.2.2. Unrestricted Expression:  The hidden poet persona allowed Zeb-un-Nisa to express her innermost thoughts, emotions, and 

philosophical musings without fear of judgment or consequences. She could explore themes such as love, spirituality, and 

mysticism with a level of intimacy and candor that might have been discouraged or suppressed under her real identity. 

4.2.3. Escape from Courtly Constraints: The Mughal court was a complex and hierarchical environment filled with political 

and social expectations. Writing as "Makhfi" provided Zeb-un-Nisa an escape from these constraints, enabling her to transcend 

her role as a princess and engage with a wider range of subjects and ideas. 

4.2.4. Addressing Taboo Topics:  Zeb-un-Nisa's poetry often touched upon themes that were considered taboo or sensitive 

within her society. Writing under a hidden identity allowed her to discuss matters of love, desire, and personal experiences that 

might have been deemed inappropriate for a royal figure. 

4.2.5. Introspection and Self-Exploration: Through her hidden poet persona, Zeb-un-Nisa could engage in introspective self-

exploration. She used her poetry as a means of understanding her own emotions, thoughts, and experiences, fostering a deeper 

connection with herself and her inner world. 

4.2.6. Connecting with Readers: The persona of "Makhfi" created a more relatable and approachable image for readers. Her 

verses, attributed to this mysterious figure, could resonate with a broader audience, fostering a sense of connection and empathy. 

4.2.7. Preservation of Legacy: Zeb-un-Nisa's hidden poet persona ensured that her literary legacy would be remembered for its 

depth and authenticity. The pseudonym allowed her to leave behind a collection of poems that reflected her truest self, rather than 

being overshadowed by her royal status. 

In essence, the hidden poet persona of "Makhfi" provided Zeb-un-Nisa with a sanctuary for uninhibited creativity, enabling her to 

explore the full spectrum of her emotions and thoughts without the constraints of her societal and royal roles. This freedom of 

expression, facilitated by her chosen pseudonym, allowed her to contribute a unique and enduring voice to the world of literature 

and poetry. 

 

5.LITERARY CONTRIBUTION AND THEMES 

Zeb-un-Nisa, writing under the pen name "Makhfi," enriched the literary landscape of her time with her poignant and 

introspective poetry. Her works are characterized by a range of themes that reflect her deep insights, spiritual contemplation, and 

exploration of the human experience. Some notable themes in Zeb-un-Nisa's poetry include: 

http://www.ijrti.org/


                    © 2023 IJNRD | Volume 8, Issue 8 August 2023 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG  
  

IJNRD2308283 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  

 

c614 

5.1.1. Love and Longing:  Love, both earthly and divine, is a recurring theme in Zeb-un-Nisa's poetry. She expresses profound 

emotions of yearning, desire, and the ecstasy of love, often exploring the metaphor of a lover and the beloved in her verses. 

5.1.2. Spirituality and Mysticism: Zeb-un-Nisa's poetry is steeped in Sufi philosophy and mysticism. Her verses contemplate the 

journey of the soul, the quest for union with the divine, and the transcendent experiences that come with spiritual awakening. 

5.1.3. Human Experience:  Zeb-un-Nisa delves into the complexities of the human condition. Her verses explore themes of joy 

and sorrow, life's fleeting nature, and the inherent challenges of existence. 

5.1.4. Empowerment and Identity:  As a princess navigating a patriarchal society, Zeb-un-Nisa's poetry subtly addresses issues 

of empowerment and identity. She offers insights into the thoughts and emotions of a woman within the Mughal court, expressing 

her individuality and perspective. 

5.1.5. Nature and Symbolism:  Zeb-un-Nisa often employs nature as a metaphor to convey her feelings and ideas. Imagery 

drawn from the natural world serves as a backdrop for exploring themes of change, growth, and the interconnectedness of all life. 

5.1.6. Reflection and Introspection:  Her poetry is marked by deep introspection and self-exploration. Zeb-un-Nisa's verses 

reflect her contemplation of her own thoughts, emotions, and experiences, inviting readers to join her on a journey of self-

discovery. 

5.1.7. Suffering and Resilience: Zeb-un-Nisa's life was not devoid of challenges, and her poetry occasionally touches on themes 

of suffering, resilience, and the ability to find strength amidst adversity. 

5.1.8. Unity and Universality: Through her themes, Zeb-un-Nisa emphasizes the universal nature of human emotions and 

experiences. Her poetry transcends cultural and temporal boundaries, inviting readers from various backgrounds to connect with 

her words. 

In her exploration of these themes, Zeb-un-Nisa's poetry resonates with readers by offering a glimpse into the depths of her 

emotions, thoughts, and beliefs. Her verses continue to inspire contemplation, evoke empathy, and serve as a testament to the 

enduring power of poetic expression. 

5.2. EXAMINATION OF THE IMPACT OF HER POETRY ON MUGHAL LITERATURE AND BEYOND 

Zeb-un-Nisa's poetry had a significant impact on Mughal literature and extended its influence beyond the Mughal court, leaving a 

lasting imprint on the literary and cultural landscape: 

5.2.1. Diversity of Themes: Zeb-un-Nisa's exploration of themes like love, spirituality, and human experience added depth and 

diversity to Mughal literary traditions. Her unique perspective as a royal woman provided a fresh lens through which to examine 

these timeless themes. 

5.2.2. Elevating the Status of Women Poets: Zeb-un-Nisa's poetic achievements helped elevate the status of women poets in a 

predominantly male-dominated literary world. Her success and recognition inspired other women to pursue literary and creative 

endeavors, contributing to a broader acceptance of female voices in literature. 

5.2.3. Influence on Subsequent Generations: Zeb-un-Nisa's poetry set a precedent for subsequent generations of poets. Her use 

of intricate metaphors, emotional intensity, and philosophical exploration influenced the style and themes of later Urdu and 

Persian poets. 

5.2.4. Continuation of Sufi Tradition: Zeb-un-Nisa's deep engagement with Sufi philosophy and mysticism in her poetry 

contributed to the continuation of the Sufi literary tradition within the Mughal court and beyond. Her verses added a spiritual 

dimension to Mughal poetry. 

5.2.5. Cross-Cultural Appeal: Zeb-un-Nisa's verses, with their universal themes, crossed cultural and linguistic boundaries. Her 

poetry resonated with readers beyond the Mughal Empire, fostering connections and conversations across different regions and 

communities. 

5.2.6. Preservation of Language: Zeb-un-Nisa's commitment to preserving and enhancing the Persian and Urdu languages was 

integral to the development and enrichment of these languages in the Indian subcontinent. 

5.2.7. Legacy in Literary Circles: Zeb-un-Nisa's legacy endured through the centuries, influencing generations of poets, writers, 

and scholars. Her poetry continued to be studied, analyzed, and celebrated within literary circles. 

5.2.8. Representation of Mughal Culture: Zeb-un-Nisa's poetry provides a window into the cultural and social milieu of the 

Mughal court. Her verses capture the ethos of the time, offering insights into courtly life, intellectual pursuits, and the interplay of 

personal and societal dynamics. 

5.2.9. Inspiration for Female Expression:  Zeb-un-Nisa's ability to navigate the challenges of her position while expressing 

herself creatively served as an inspiration for women seeking to balance traditional roles with intellectual and artistic pursuits. 

In summary, Zeb-un-Nisa's poetry left an indelible mark on Mughal literature by enriching its themes, influencing subsequent 

generations, and extending its reach beyond courtly confines. Her contributions continue to resonate in the broader literary 

tradition of the Indian subcontinent and stand as a testament to the enduring power of artistic expression. 

6. PATRONAGE OF ARTS AND CULTURAL INFLUENCE 

Zeb-un-Nisa's patronage of arts and cultural influences played a pivotal role in shaping the Mughal court's artistic landscape and 

contributing to the broader cultural heritage of the Indian subcontinent: 

6.1. Literary Flourishing:  Zeb-un-Nisa's patronage provided a nurturing environment for poets, scholars, and writers. This 

support led to a blossoming of literary activity, with poets composing verses, ghazals, and other forms of poetry that celebrated 

themes of love, spirituality, and human experience. 

6.2. Promotion of Persian and Urdu: Zeb-un-Nisa's support for poets in both Persian and Urdu languages contributed to the 

enrichment and development of these languages as vehicles for artistic expression. Her patronage helped preserve and elevate the 

status of these languages in the Mughal court. 

6.3. Fostering Creative Dialogues: The literary and cultural circles that thrived under Zeb-un-Nisa's patronage facilitated lively 

discussions, debates, and intellectual exchanges. This interaction nurtured a dynamic cultural atmosphere and encouraged the 

cross-pollination of ideas. 

6.4. Continuation of Mughal Artistic Traditions: Zeb-un-Nisa's patronage contributed to the continuation of Mughal artistic 

traditions, including calligraphy, miniature painting, and architectural aesthetics. The court attracted skilled artists and artisans 

who contributed to the creation of masterpieces. 

http://www.ijrti.org/


                    © 2023 IJNRD | Volume 8, Issue 8 August 2023 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG  
  

IJNRD2308283 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  

 

c615 

6.5. Mystical and Sufi Influences: Zeb-un-Nisa's own engagement with Sufi philosophy and mysticism influenced the themes 

and content of the artistic works produced under her patronage. This spiritual undercurrent added depth and a sense of 

transcendence to Mughal art. 

6.6. Cultural Diversity: The Mughal court, under Zeb-un-Nisa's influence, became a melting pot of diverse cultural influences. 

Poets, artists, and scholars from various regions and backgrounds converged, contributing to a rich tapestry of artistic expressions. 

6.7. Legacy in Architecture: Zeb-un-Nisa's impact extended beyond poetry and literature. Her patronage may have influenced 

architectural projects and the creation of structures that reflected Mughal artistic sensibilities and design principles. 

6.8. Inspiration for Future Generations: Zeb-un-Nisa's active role as a patroness of arts and culture set a precedent for future 

generations of royals, nobles, and individuals to embrace and support creative endeavors, leaving a lasting impact on the cultural 

legacy of the Mughal dynasty. 

In essence, Zeb-un-Nisa's patronage served as a catalyst for artistic innovation, intellectual exchange, and the preservation of 

cultural traditions. Her influence on the Mughal court's artistic and cultural landscape contributed to a vibrant and enduring legacy 

that continues to be celebrated and studied today. 

7. IMPRISONMENT AND CHALLENGES 

Zeb-un-Nisa, also known as Zebunnisa, was a Mughal princess and poetess during the 17th century. She faced challenges due to 

her poetic pursuits and her strong, independent nature. Imprisonment was one of the challenges she encountered due to her 

involvement in political intrigues and her rebellion against the authority of her father, Emperor Aurangzeb. Despite her 

confinement, she continued to express herself through her poetry. Zeb-un-Nisa's life highlights the complexities and struggles 

faced by women in a patriarchal society, as well as the enduring power of artistic expression. 

7.1. DISCUSSION OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES LEADING ZEB-UN-NISA’S  ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN A 

CONSPIRACY 

Zeb-un-Nisa's alleged involvement in a conspiracy is a subject that has generated historical debate and speculation. While 

historical records provide varying accounts, it's important to approach this topic with a recognition of the complexity and 

uncertainty surrounding the circumstances. One of the most well-known instances of alleged conspiracy involving Zeb-un-Nisa 

revolves around the rebellion of her brother, Prince Akbar, against their father, Emperor Aurangzeb. 

In 1681, Prince Akbar, dissatisfied with his position and resentful of Aurangzeb's favoritism towards his younger brother, Prince 

Azam, revolted against the emperor. The rebellion, known as the Akbarnama Rebellion, was an attempt to secure the throne and 

challenge Aurangzeb's authority. 

Zeb-un-Nisa's alleged involvement in this conspiracy is mentioned in historical accounts, including the writings of historian Khafi 

Khan. According to some sources, it is believed that Zeb-un-Nisa provided support, resources, and encouragement to her brother 

during his rebellion against their father. She is said to have aided in the rebellion by providing financial assistance and even 

offering her own jewels to fund the cause. 

The motivations behind Zeb-un-Nisa's alleged involvement remain subject to interpretation. Some historians suggest that she may 

have been driven by familial loyalty and a desire to support her brother's claim to the throne. Others speculate that her actions 

were a response to the strained relationship between her and Aurangzeb, who had imprisoned her at one point due to political 

disagreements. 

It's important to note that historical accounts from this period are often colored by political biases, and interpretations may vary. 

While some historians believe in Zeb-un-Nisa's active participation in the conspiracy, others contend that her involvement may 

have been exaggerated or misrepresented to further political narratives. 

Ultimately, Zeb-un-Nisa's alleged involvement in the conspiracy remains a complex and debated aspect of her life story. While 

historical evidence provides some insights, the full truth of the matter may never be definitively established, leaving room for 

continued scholarly discussion and exploration. 

7.2.UNRAVELING THE ALLEGATIONS AND COMPLEXITIES 

Zeb-un-Nisa's alleged involvement in a conspiracy is a subject that has generated historical debate and speculation. While 

historical records provide varying accounts, it's important to approach this topic with a recognition of the complexity and 

uncertainty surrounding the circumstances. One of the most well-known instances of alleged conspiracy involving Zeb-un-Nisa 

revolves around the rebellion of her brother, Prince Akbar, against their father, Emperor Aurangzeb. 

In 1681, Prince Akbar, dissatisfied with his position and resentful of Aurangzeb's favoritism towards his younger brother, Prince 

Azam, revolted against the emperor. The rebellion, known as the Akbarnama Rebellion, was an attempt to secure the throne and 

challenge Aurangzeb's authority. 

Zeb-un-Nisa's alleged involvement in this conspiracy is mentioned in historical accounts, including the writings of historian Khafi 

Khan. According to some sources, it is believed that Zeb-un-Nisa provided support, resources, and encouragement to her brother 

during his rebellion against their father. She is said to have aided in the rebellion by providing financial assistance and even 

offering her own jewels to fund the cause. 

The motivations behind Zeb-un-Nisa's alleged involvement remain subject to interpretation. Some historians suggest that she may 

have been driven by familial loyalty and a desire to support her brother's claim to the throne. Others speculate that her actions 

were a response to the strained relationship between her and Aurangzeb, who had imprisoned her at one point due to political 

disagreements. 

It's important to note that historical accounts from this period are often colored by political biases, and interpretations may vary. 

While some historians believe in Zeb-un-Nisa's active participation in the conspiracy, others contend that her involvement may 

have been exaggerated or misrepresented to further political narratives. 

Ultimately, Zeb-un-Nisa's alleged involvement in the conspiracy remains a complex and debated aspect of her life story. While 

historical evidence provides some insights, the full truth of the matter may never be definitively established, leaving room for 

continued scholarly discussion and exploration. 
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8. SUMMARIZATION OF ZEB-UN-NISA’S MULTIFACTED LIFE AND CONTRIBUTION 

Zeb-un-Nisa, also known by her pen name Makhfi, led a remarkable and multifaceted life that left an indelible mark on Mughal 

history, literature, and culture. As a Mughal princess, poetess, patron, and intellectual, her contributions can be summarized as 

follows: 

8.1. Royalty and Lineage: Born into the illustrious Mughal dynasty, Zeb-un-Nisa was the daughter of Emperor Aurangzeb and 

Empress Dilras Banu Begum. Her royal lineage endowed her with a privileged upbringing and a unique perspective within the 

Mughal court. 

8.2. Poetic Genius: Zeb-un-Nisa's exceptional literary talents shone through her poetry, composed in Persian, Urdu, and Arabic. 

Her verses explored themes of love, spirituality, mysticism, and the human experience, reflecting her emotional depth and 

philosophical insights. 

8.3. Pen Name "Makhfi": Adopting the pseudonym Makhfi, meaning "Hidden One," Zeb-un-Nisa found a concealed avenue for 

self-expression, navigating societal and courtly norms while addressing personal and profound themes in her poetry. 

8.4. Patronage of Arts: Zeb-un-Nisa's patronage nurtured poets, scholars, and artists, fostering a vibrant cultural milieu within 

the Mughal court. Her support contributed to the flourishing of literature, calligraphy, miniature painting, and other artistic 

endeavors. 

8.5. Sufi Spirituality: Deeply influenced by Sufi philosophy and mysticism, Zeb-un-Nisa's poetry delved into the spiritual 

journey, divine love, and the quest for union with the divine, enriching Mughal literary traditions with profound insights. 

8.6. Empowerment and Feminine Expression: Zeb-un-Nisa defied gender norms by actively engaging in intellectual and 

artistic pursuits, challenging societal expectations for royal women. Her legacy empowers women to embrace their creative 

passions and voices. 

8.7. Resilience and Imprisonment: Her imprisonment amidst court intrigues fueled her poetry's emotional intensity and 

introspective depth. Zeb-un-Nisa's ability to find solace in creativity showcases her resilience and inner strength. 

8.8. Cultural Bridge and Diversity: Zeb-un-Nisa's patronage attracted diverse talents to the Mughal court, promoting cultural 

exchange and cross-cultural dialogue. Her legacy highlights the importance of celebrating cultural diversity and fostering 

intellectual interactions. 

8.9. Enduring Influence: Zeb-un-Nisa's poetry, with its universal themes, continues to resonate across time and borders, 

inspiring readers and scholars to explore the complexities of the human experience, spirituality, and artistic expression. 

In essence, Zeb-un-Nisa's multifaceted life and contributions transcend her royal lineage, resonating with modern audiences as a 

symbol of creativity, resilience, and the enduring impact of artistic and intellectual pursuits. Her legacy serves as a bridge 

between history and contemporary exploration of literature, spirituality, and the empowerment of women. 

9.INVITATION TO CONTINUE EXLPORING AND APPRECIATING ZEB-UN-NISA’S POETRY AND LEGACY 

I invite you to embark on a journey of discovery and appreciation of Zeb-un-Nisa's poetry and enduring legacy. Explore the 

verses penned by this remarkable Mughal princess, known as "Makhfi," and uncover the depths of her emotions, thoughts, and 

insights. As you immerse yourself in her poetry, you'll encounter themes of love, spirituality, mysticism, and the human 

experience that continue to resonate across time and cultures. 

Zeb-un-Nisa's legacy extends beyond her own words, offering a glimpse into the vibrant intellectual and artistic landscape of the 

Mughal court. Through her patronage, she nurtured an environment where poets, scholars, and artists thrived, shaping the cultural 

tapestry of her era. Delve into the rich tapestry of Mughal history and explore the influence of this trailblazing poetess on 

literature, gender empowerment, and the interplay of diverse cultures. 

By studying Zeb-un-Nisa's life and contributions, you'll not only gain insights into the past but also find inspiration for the 

present. Her ability to navigate challenges, channel her emotions into poetry, and challenge societal norms offers valuable lessons 

in resilience, self-expression, and embracing one's creative passions. 

Let Zeb-un-Nisa's poetry and legacy ignite your curiosity, spark meaningful conversations, and foster a deeper appreciation for 

the intersection of literature, history, and the empowerment of women. As you journey through her words and the world she 

inhabited, you'll discover the timeless relevance of her voice and the enduring power of artistic expression. 

. 
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