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Abstract 

       This Article explores the history of racist ideas in the United States. It provides a comprehensive look at 

the development of racist thought from the colonial period to the present day and it examines the lives of key 

figures and the evolution of policies, showing how racist ideas have shaped American society. Also it delves 

into the historical context of slavery, segregation, and various social movements, offering a critical perspective 

on the ongoing struggle against racism. It seems there might be some confusion. Tapestry of History isn't a 

specific term or concept directly associated with Stamped from the Beginning. This article weaves a complex 

tapestry of history that traces the development of racist ideas over time and aims to expose these threads to 

promote a deeper understanding of the historical roots of racism in America. Ibram X. Kendi is an American 

author and historian. He started his career as an author and focused on nonfiction books about the history of 

racism in America. 

Key Words 

         Racism, History, Origins, Ideas. 

Introduction  

          American literature offers a rich tapestry of stories that highlights the experience of marginalized 

communities. Ibram X. Kendi, twice a finalist for the National Book Award, he is an American author and 

scholar. His books, How to be an Antiracist, Stamped from the Beginning positioned him as a leading voice 

in the fight against racism. He is a renowned author and scholar who has made significant contributions to the 

study of racism and anti-racism. His works have had a profound influence on contemporary discussions about 

systemic racism. Stamped from the Beginning foregrounds the need for antiracist action and provides a 

comprehensive understanding of the complexities of racism in America. 

        Tapestry of History in Stamped from the Beginning weaves a complex narrative, unravelling the threads 

of racial ideas that have shaped societies. Through meticulous exploration, this article scrutinizes the origins, 

evolution, and consequences of racist ideologies, forming an intricate mosaic that exposes the intricate 

interplay of power, prejudice, and progress throughout history. This tapestry invites readers to confront 

uncomfortable truths and challenges preconceptions, fostering a deeper understanding of the persistent 

patterns woven into the fabric of our shared past. 
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Historical context 

  

              The historical context of racism in the United States begins with the early colonial period and traces 

the development of racist ideas and policies over centuries. The “inequality of the white and black races” 

(Kendi 3). Some key historical contexts covered in the article include, Colonial Era is examining the origins 

of racist ideas as European colonizers interacted with Indigenous peoples and Africans through slavery. The 

enlightenment period is analysing the influence of Enlightenment thinkers and how their ideas intersected 

with or reinforced racial hierarchies.  

               Antebellum Period is discussing the role of slavery in shaping racist ideologies and how they were 

used to justify the institution. Post-Civil War Reconstruction explored the backlash against racial progress 

during Reconstruction, leading to the emergence of Jim Crow laws and segregation. The Civil Rights 

Movement is examining the challenges and resistance faced during the struggle for civil rights in the mid-

20th century. Contemporary Issues is addressing the persistence of racism in various forms in modern society, 

including institutional racism and systemic inequalities. It involves analyzing the lives and ideas of key 

historical figures to illustrate the evolution and perpetuation of racist thought throughout American history. 

By providing this historical context, the article aims to deepen understanding and provoke critical reflection 

on the roots of racism.  

               The role of mass media in shaping, reinforcing racial stereotypes and portrayals of Americans in the 

film, television and other media have perpetuated racist ideas and influenced public opinion. The exploration 

of the history of redlining, a discriminatory practice by which neighbourhoods were ranked and segregated 

by race. People are discriminated not only by their race, but also by their gender as said by Suganya et al in 

their article. This had a lasting impact on housing, wealth discrimination and racial segregation in American 

cities. The rise of the war on drugs in the 1980s and its disproportionate impact on African American 

communities. This contributed to the mass incarceration of black individuals, with severe consequences for 

their communities and families. It’s essential to note that the Black Lives Matter Movement emerged in the 

21st century as a response to systemic racism and police violence. It has significantly influenced the ongoing 

conversation about racial justice and inequality in the United States. Racism has evolved and adapted to 

changing societal, political landscapes, offering a comprehensive understanding of its deep roots and the way 

in which it continues to manifest in various aspects of American life. 

Impact of contemporary discourse  

                One can find out the significant impact on contemporary discourse by offering a historical 

perspective on racism and challenging prevailing narratives. The article shows how they are influenced in 

conversations about the way of how history is taught and interpreted.  It has fuelled discussions about 

institutionalized forms of discrimination and the lasting impact of historical injustices on contemporary 

society. Anti-racism has gained prominence as a proactive stance against racism. This has influenced 

discussions on social justice and inspired individuals and organizations to actively work towards dismantling 

racist structures.  

                 Educational Impact Stamped from the Beginning is used in educational settings to teach students 

about the historical development of racist ideas. It has become a resource for educators aiming to foster critical 

thinking about race and history.  Overall, this article shows about racism, prompting a revaluation of historical 

narratives and encouraging a more active and informed approach to addressing contemporary issues of racial 

injustice. 

Evolution of Racist Ideas 

              The racist ideas have continually adapted and transformed but have remained a consistent and 

pervasive force in American history. The different perspectives on race have evolved and still continue to 

shape contemporary discourse and policy decisions. Segregationist ideas involve the belief that different racial 

groups should be kept separate and that one group is inherently superior to the other. It has been deeply 

ingrained in American history, dating back to the early colonial period when European settlers began to justify 

the enslavement of African people. These ideas continued to evolve, leading to the establishment of slavery 
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and the persistence of systemic racial segregation. Segregationist ideas were used to rationalize policies and 

practices that maintained racial hierarchies. “Segregationists have been blaming the reckless criminal 

behaviour of the black people who were killed by police officers” (Kendi 2). Assimilationist ideas propose 

that people of marginalized racial groups should adopt the cultural norms and values of the dominant group 

to overcome racial discrimination and prejudice. Suganya et al in their article “ Gender Performance on the 

Reinvigoration via Food", discussed that, “the food is also used to bridge cultural and societal gaps between 

two different groups of people in an uplifting way” (Suganya et al, 890). This influenced figures throughout 

history who believed that African Americans needed to conform to white cultural norms to gain acceptance 

and equality. Anti-racist ideas offer the most effective path toward racial equality and justice. 

Conclusion  

                       The metaphorical tapestry of history woven by Ibram X. Kendi serves as a powerful lens 

through which to understand the intricate and interconnected nature of racist ideas in the United States. This 

tapestry spans centuries, revealing threads of colonialism, slavery, segregation, and ongoing systemic issues 

that have perpetuated racial inequalities. This article examines the lives and ideas of key historical figures, 

unravelling the complexities that have shaped the narrative of racism. The conclusion drawn from this 

historical tapestry is a call to confront the uncomfortable truths embedded in the nation's past. By 

acknowledging the historical roots of racism, Kendi prompts readers to critically assess contemporary society 

and actively engage in the dismantling of racist structures. The tapestry metaphor underscores the notion that 

each thread of history contributes to the fabric of present-day challenges, emphasizing the need for a 

comprehensive understanding to address systemic issues effectively. 
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