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ABOUT THE BOOK 

Malgudi Days is a collection of short stories by R. K. Narayan published in 1943 by Indian Thought Publications. 

The book was republished outside India in 1982 by Penguin Classics. The book includes 32 stories, all set in the 

fictional town of Malgudi, located in South India. 

 

The author of "Malgudi Days" is R.K. Narayan. He was an Indian writer who is widely regarded as one of the 

greatest Indian authors of the 20th century. He was born on October 10, 1906, in Madras, British India (now 

Chennai, India), and he died on May 13, 2001, in Chennai. 

 

Narayan is known for his realistic and humorous depiction of life in India, particularly in the fictional town of 

Malgudi. His works often explore the complexities of human relationships, the clash between traditional and 

modern values, and the social and cultural issues of his time. 

 

"Malgudi Days" is a collection of short stories set in the fictional town of Malgudi. The stories revolve around a 

diverse range of characters and provide a glimpse into different aspects of Indian society and its various quirks 

and idiosyncrasies. The book was first published in 1943 and has since been translated into multiple languages 

and adapted into a television series. 
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PLOT 

Each story in "Malgudi Days" focuses on different characters and their experiences in this small South Indian 

town. The stories cover a range of themes, including love, family relationships, the struggles of daily life, and the 

clash between traditional and modern values. 

 

Some of the notable stories in "Malgudi Days" include "Swami and Friends," which revolves around a young 

boy's adventures in school and his relationships with his friends and family. Another popular story is "The Vendor 

of Sweets," which tells the story of a father and son who have conflicting views on life and tradition. 

 

Other stories in the collection explore various aspects of Indian society, such as the challenges faced by poor 

laborers, the influence of British colonialism, and the impact of social customs on individual lives. Each story 

offers a glimpse into the unique and complex world of Malgudi and its inhabitants. Overall, "Malgudi Days" 

presents a rich tapestry of stories and characters, showcasing R.K. Narayan's ability to capture the essence of 

human experience with humor, wit, and sensitivity. 

 

The theme of "Malgudi Days" is the exploration of everyday life and the common human experiences that 

transcend cultural barriers. The stories often revolve around ordinary people and their struggles, aspirations, and 

relationships. The collection highlights the beauty and complexity of human existence, showcasing how even 

seemingly mundane moments can hold deep meaning and significance.As for the plot of "Malgudi Days," it is 

important to note that the book is a collection of short stories rather than a novel with a singular plotline. Each 

story has its own plot, characters, and conflict. However, they all share the common setting of the fictional town 

of Malgudi.  

 

The plots of the stories vary greatly, covering a range of themes and situations. Some stories follow the lives of 

children growing up in Malgudi, while others depict the struggles of adults in the town. The stories often delve 

into the clash between tradition and modernity, exploring how individuals navigate the changing social dynamics 

of their community. 

 

The plots in "Malgudi Days" are often simple yet poignant, focusing on the intricacies of human relationships and 

the trials and tribulations of everyday life. The stories may touch on themes such as love, loss, friendship, and 

personal growth. Throughout the collection, R.K. Narayan skillfully weaves narratives that capture the essence 

of life in Malgudi and offer insights into the human condition. 
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“Malgudi Days" by R.K. Narayan is a captivating collection of short stories that beautifully captures the essence 

of life in the fictional town of Malgudi. Narayan's writing is simple yet evocative, allowing readers to immerse 

themselves in the everyday experiences of the characters. 

 

One of the strengths of this collection is its exploration of universal human experiences. Through a diverse cast 

of characters, Narayan delves into common themes such as love, friendship, and personal growth. Whether it's a 

young boy's journey to find a missing schoolmate or an elderly man grappling with his loneliness, each story 

resonates with authenticity and emotional depth. Narayan's portrayal of Malgudi itself is another aspect that adds 

to the richness of the collection. The town becomes a character in its own right, with its bustling streets, local 

shops, and the interconnectivity of its residents. This vivid setting creates a sense of familiarity and nostalgia, 

drawing readers into the world of Malgudi. 

 

Another commendable aspect of "Malgudi Days" is the simplicity and elegance of Narayan's writing style. His 

prose is accessible yet insightful, with an understated humor that effortlessly brings the stories to life. Narayan's 

ability to infuse ordinary moments with profound meaning is truly remarkable, reminding readers of the beauty 

and complexity of even the most seemingly mundane aspects of life. However, some readers may find the episodic 

nature of the collection a bit disjointed, as each story stands alone and there is no overarching plot. While this 

format allows for a wide range of characters and situations, it may leave some wanting more continuity and 

development. 

Overall, "Malgudi Days" is a delightful and thought-provoking read. Narayan has created a world that feels both 

familiar and unique, and his exploration of human experiences is at once poignant and relatable. This collection 

is a testament to Narayan's storytelling prowess and his ability to find beauty in the ordinary. 

MY THOUGHTS 

This wonderful collection of short story written by R. K. Narayan describes the character appearing in the book 

with utmost care. He also laid emphasis on detailing with respect to various aspects like the nature, human 

behaviour during different situation, description about a town or a village etc. Moreover, the stories in this book 

is very engaging and leaves you hooked to it. 

 

This was one of the finest works by an Indian writer which was made in to a series of 43 episodes. Each episode 

comes up with a new story. All the stories run on the backdrop of post-Independence era in southern India .It 

shows us how the people from different ages spend their lives .It makes you nostalgic when you see how streets 

look like in those days and people busy with their daily chores of life, how they sort out there small problems. 
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