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Abstract 
 

This research paper explores the dynamic interplay between literature, activism, and social justice in the context of 

Arundhati Roy's engagement with marginalized and deprived communities in India. Arundhati Roy, a renowned Indian 

writer and activist, has consistently addressed issues concerning India's most vulnerable populations through both her 

fiction and non-fiction works. This study delves into the portrayal of deprived classes in Roy's novels and her 

impassioned advocacy for their rights, providing a comprehensive analysis of her literary and activist contributions. 

The first section of the paper examines how Roy's fictional narratives, notably "The God of Small Things" and "The 

Ministry of Utmost Happiness," offer poignant depictions of marginalized communities in India. Through rich 

character development and thematic exploration, Roy's novels capture the struggles, aspirations, and challenges faced 

by these communities. The second section focuses on Roy's non-fiction essays and speeches, which serve as a platform 

for her passionate advocacy for social justice. Her engagement in social movements and campaigns underscores her 

commitment to seeking justice and empowerment for marginalized populations. 

Furthermore, this research highlights the complex intersections of identity, including caste, gender, class, and religion, 

within the context of India's diverse society. It explores the agency and empowerment portrayed in Roy's narratives 

and how characters from marginalized backgrounds assert their resilience and resistance against oppression. 

Additionally, the paper assesses the real-world impact of Arundhati Roy's advocacy efforts, acknowledging the 

challenges and criticisms she has faced in her role as an advocate for social change. 

In conclusion, Arundhati Roy's body of work and activism serves as a paradigm through which to view the 

empowerment and struggles of India's deprived classes. Her literary and advocacy contributions continue to raise 

awareness and promote positive change for marginalized communities in India, offering a compelling example of the 

power of literature and activism in advancing social justice. 

 

Keywords: Fiction, Non-fiction literature, activism, marginalized communities, social justice, empowerment, 

identity, social movements. 
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Introduction: 

In India, the persistent battle against social inequality is a multifaceted challenge. Arundhati Roy, a celebrated author 

and activist, has emerged as a prominent voice shedding light on the hardships faced by marginalized communities. 

Through her powerful writings and unwavering advocacy, she delves deep into the narratives of those often silenced 

by societal hierarchies. Understanding the challenges of marginalized groups in India requires exploration of the 

historical, societal, and economic factors contributing to their marginalization. India's history is marked by the 

intricate interplay of various cultures, religions, and communities. Historically, specific groups have encountered 

discrimination and exclusion due to factors such as caste, ethnicity, and gender. The caste system has been a defining 

feature of Indian society for centuries, leading to social stratification. Socio-economic disparities further perpetuate 

the marginalized status of many communities. Gender-based marginalization is widespread, with women and 

transgender individuals facing unequal opportunities and systemic discrimination. India's tribal communities in 

remote areas confront unique challenges, including land rights issues and limited access to education. Arundhati Roy, 

a prominent figure in contemporary Indian literature and activism, is known for her powerful writing and passionate 

advocacy for social justice. Her literary career reached a milestone with her debut novel, "The God of Small Things," 

in 1997, which explored family, love, and caste discrimination in Kerala, receiving international acclaim. While her 

literary career flourished, Arundhati Roy transitioned into activism, addressing human rights, environmental 

conservation, and marginalized communities. Her advocacy includes campaigns against dam construction projects, 

support for the Narmada Bachao Andolan (Save the Narmada Movement), and opposition to nuclear weapons and 

globalization. Roy's multifaceted contributions in both literature and activism have had a profound impact on India's 

intellectual and social landscape.Arundhati Roy's passionate and unapologetic advocacy for marginalized 

communities, environmental conservation, and human rights has significantly shaped public discourse in India. As a 

writer, her unique storytelling style and exploration of marginalized voices continue to influence emerging writers 

and contribute to the evolving narrative of Indian literature.Beyond India's borders, Arundhati Roy's influence has 

extended globally. Her work and activism resonate with international audiences, positioning her as a global voice for 

human rights and social justice.Arundhati Roy's impact endures, and the future holds the promise of further 

contributions to the fields of literature and activism. As her work continues to evolve, it is essential to consider the 

lasting imprint she leaves on India's socio-political landscape. 

 

Deprived Classes in Arundhati Roy's Fiction: "The God of Small Things" and "The Ministry 

of Utmost Happiness" 

Arundhati Roy's stories in "The God of Small Things" and "The Ministry of Utmost Happiness" vividly show the 

hard lives of the marginalized people in India. In these books, she tells the stories of those who face discrimination 

and struggle to get by. 

In "The God of Small Things," Roy focuses on the experiences of Ammu and Velutha, who are part of the Paravan 

community, considered "Untouchable" by the caste system. Through their love story, Roy shows how society punishes 

those who break the rules. She paints a picture of the Paravan community's tough life, where they have little power 

and face harsh treatment. 

 

"The Ministry of Utmost Happiness" explores the lives of people who don't fit into society's norms. Characters like 

Anjum, a transgender woman, and the hijra community, show how complicated identity can be in a society that often 

pushes people to the edges. The novel also dives into the conflict in Kashmir, revealing the struggles of those who 

suffer in the midst of violence. 

 

Roy's writing doesn't just show the pain of marginalized people; it calls for change and justice. She makes you feel the 

experiences of those who are often ignored. But she also shows their strength, love, and ability to make choices. 

http://www.ijrti.org/


                                               © 2024 IJNRD | Volume 9, Issue 1 January 2024| ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

IJNRD2401195 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org) 
 

 

b842 

 

Still, it's important to look at Roy's work closely. Some people say that while she shows the struggles of marginalized 

people, she might make them seem too special or different. It's a challenge to tell these stories without making them 

seem like symbols of suffering. 

 

In the end, Arundhati Roy's books "The God of Small Things" and "The Ministry of Utmost Happiness" give us a look 

into the lives of India's deprived classes. Her stories show the strength and choices of these communities and make us 

question the rules that keep them down. But as we read, we should also think about how these stories are told and what 

they might leave out. 

 

 

Arundhati Roy's Non-Fiction Advocacy of Downtrodden People.  
 

Arundhati Roy's non-fiction advocacy, as seen in works like "Walking with the Comrades" and "The Algebra of Infinite 

Justice," is both thought-provoking and controversial. In these writings, she offers a passionate critique of various 

political and social issues, often challenging the status quo and advocating for marginalized communities. 

 

In "Walking with the Comrades," Roy takes readers deep into the heart of the Naxalite-Maoist insurgency in India. She 

presents a firsthand account of her experiences living among the guerrilla fighters in the forests, shedding light on their 

motivations, struggles, and the harsh realities they face. Through her narrative, Roy challenges conventional narratives 

that often portray the Maoists solely as terrorists and delves into the root causes of the conflict, including issues of land 

rights, displacement, and inequality. Her empathetic portrayal of the insurgents is both compelling and controversial, 

as it humanizes a group often demonized in mainstream discourse. 

 

"The Algebra of Infinite Justice" is another powerful piece of non-fiction where Roy turns her critical gaze to global 

issues, particularly in the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks. In this essay, she questions the rhetoric of "infinite justice" used 

by the United States to justify its military actions. Roy raises concerns about the collateral damage and civilian 

casualties resulting from these operations, highlighting the human cost of war and the erosion of civil liberties in the 

name of security. Her unapologetic criticism of U.S. foreign policy and her calls for accountability have made this 

essay a lightning rod for debate. 

 

Critics argue that Arundhati Roy's non-fiction advocacy can be polarizing due to its confrontational style and unabashed 

criticism of established power structures. However, her ability to amplify the voices of the marginalized, whether it's 

the indigenous tribes in "Walking with the Comrades" or the victims of global conflicts in "The Algebra of Infinite 

Justice," is a testament to her commitment to justice and human rights. 

 

So it is quite perceptible, that Arundhati Roy's non-fiction advocacy is marked by its boldness and its unwavering 

commitment to social justice. While her writings may spark controversy and debate, they serve as a crucial reminder 

of the importance of challenging power, amplifying marginalized voices, and holding governments and institutions 

accountable for their actions. 

 

Conclusion: Empowerment and Agency in Arundhati Roy's Narratives. 
 

Arundhati Roy, a renowned writer and activist, has a unique talent for weaving stories that resonate deeply with readers, 

touching upon the themes of empowerment and agency. Her narratives, both in fiction, such as "The God of Small 

Things" and "The Ministry of Utmost Happiness," and in non-fiction works like "Walking with the Comrades," "The 

Algebra of Infinite Justice," and "Azadi," are powerful explorations of how individuals find strength and make choices, 

even in the face of adversity. 
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In "The God of Small Things," Roy introduces us to characters like Ammu and Velutha, who hail from the marginalized 

Paravan community. These characters live in a society that treats them as "Untouchables," but their love defies societal 

norms. Through their story, Roy shows us that love can be an act of defiance and empowerment. It highlights the 

agency of individuals to choose love over prejudice, even when the odds are stacked against them. 

 

"The Ministry of Utmost Happiness" expands on Roy's exploration of identity and empowerment. Anjum, a transgender 

woman, refuses to conform to societal expectations and, instead, creates a space where she and others like her can live 

authentically. This demonstrates the power of self-identity and the agency to carve out one's path, even in a world that 

often rejects difference. 

 

Roy's non-fiction works further emphasize these themes. In "Walking with the Comrades," she takes us into the heart 

of India's Naxalite-Maoist insurgency, revealing the struggles of those marginalized by society and the state. Through 

her narrative, Roy challenges preconceived notions about the insurgents, humanizing them and shedding light on their 

motivations, resilience, and agency. She shows that even in the midst of conflict, people can make choices to resist 

oppression. 

 

"The Algebra of Infinite Justice" and "Azadi" take a broader view, addressing global issues and the consequences of 

power and violence. Roy's critical examination of the post-9/11 world and the implications of "infinite justice" 

demonstrate her commitment to questioning authority and advocating for justice. Her fearless approach encourages 

readers to think critically and empowers them to challenge injustice. 

 

Arundhati Roy's narratives, whether in fiction or non-fiction, consistently remind us that individuals have the power to 

make choices, to resist, and to empower themselves and others. She celebrates love, hope, and community as forces 

that can inspire change, even in the face of overwhelming odds. Her works are not just stories; they are calls to action, 

encouraging us to find our own agency and contribute to a more just and equitable world. Through her writing, Roy 

empowers readers to be courageous and make choices that can lead to positive change. 
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