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Abstract :  Automotive radar can identify the positions and speeds of objects in the car's surroundings. It is becoming increasingly 

crucial in guaranteeing the safety of automotive driving and is recognized as one of the enabling sensor technologies for fully 

autonomous vehicle navigation. Diverse road surroundings are observed by car radar systems on the road. Clutter is generated by 

each road environment, and the magnitude distribution of the received radar signal varies based on road architecture. As a result, 

the road environment must be classified and a target detection algorithm tailored to each road environment characteristic must be 

implemented. In the proposed work, to evaluate the performance of mm-Wave radar operating at 77-81GHz in FMCW radar sensor 

in autonomous environment. The machine learning techniques will be used for classifying radar images based on range 

doppler/range angle map in order to detect targets with ground truth information from the camera sensor. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

In the realm of modern transportation, safety, efficiency, and intelligence converge in the form of automotive radar sensor 

technology. The advent of millimeter-wave (mmWave) sensors has revolutionized the capabilities of vehicles, paving the way for 

collision avoidance systems, adaptive cruise control, autonomous driving technologies, and enhanced road safety measures. This 

introduction delves into the multifaceted landscape of automotive radar sensors, exploring their pivotal role in shaping the future 

of transportation. 

At the core of automotive radar innovation lies the millimeter-wave sensor, a sophisticated technology operating within 

the frequency range of 30 GHz to 300 GHz. This range offers distinct advantages, including high resolution and the ability to 

penetrate materials such as clothing, plastic, and drywall. Moreover, mmWave sensors emit non-ionizing electromagnetic waves, 

ensuring safety for humans while delivering robust performance in diverse applications across various industries. 

The integration of mmWave sensors in vehicles heralds a new era in automotive safety and intelligence. As evidenced by 

research conducted by Xiangyu Gao et al. [1], these sensors are instrumental in enabling collision avoidance systems, adaptive 

cruise control functionalities, and facilitating the transition towards fully autonomous driving. The experiments conducted in the 

study highlight the practicality and efficacy of mmWave automotive radar test-beds, showcasing their real-world applicability and 

impact on enhancing driver safety. 

Road safety, a paramount concern in transportation, receives a significant boost from the advancements in automotive 

radar sensors. Thorough performance evaluations, as demonstrated by studies such as those by Barth et al. [2], Awad and Mohamed 

[4], and Kumar et al. [8], validate the efficacy of radar sensors in lane change assist systems, forward collision warning mechanisms, 

and vulnerable road user detection. These experimental validations underscore the critical role of radar sensors in mitigating 

accidents, minimizing risks, and ensuring safer road environments. 

Real-time data collection emerges as a cornerstone of radar sensor applications, offering invaluable insights into the 

surrounding environment of vehicles. The ability of mmWave sensors to detect objects in real time, including vehicles, pedestrians, 

cyclists, and stationary obstacles, as elucidated by research from Smith et al. [5], Gonzalez et al. [10], and Liu et al. [19], empowers 

vehicles with timely information for collision avoidance maneuvers, intelligent traffic management, and enhanced situational 

awareness. These studies delve into the performance analysis, robustness, and validation of mmWave radar sensors, showcasing 

their effectiveness in real-world driving scenarios. 

The versatility of mmWave sensors extends beyond safety applications, encompassing functionalities essential for 

advanced vehicular operations. Chen et al. [9] delve into the development and evaluation of automotive radar sensors for intersection 

safety applications, shedding light on the integration of radar technology in complex driving environments. Additionally, studies 

by Zhang and Li [6] and Kim et al. [13] explore the performance evaluation and localization capabilities of mmWave radar sensors 

in GPS-denied environments, highlighting their adaptability and resilience in challenging driving conditions. 

The evolution of automotive radar sensors transcends traditional boundaries, converging with emerging technologies such 

as 5G communications and intelligent transportation systems (ITS). Wu et al. [21] delve into mmWave communications for 5G 
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networks, underscoring the fundamental principles of mmWave channel characteristics, beamforming techniques, and modulation 

schemes crucial for high-speed data transmission in vehicular networks. This integration of radar sensors into communication 

infrastructures paves the way for enhanced vehicle-to-everything (V2X) communication systems, enabling seamless integration 

with autonomous driving technologies and cooperative driving environments. 

Furthermore, advancements in radar signal processing techniques, as explored by Al-Hussein et al. [23], Li et al. [20], and 

Zhang et al. [22], contribute significantly to the efficacy and precision of automotive radar sensors. These studies delve into radar 

waveforms, Doppler processing, range estimation techniques, target tracking algorithms, and data fusion strategies, enhancing the 

capabilities of radar-based automotive systems for object detection, classification, and localization. 

The comprehensive understanding gained from these research endeavors paints a vivid picture of the transformative impact 

of mmWave radar sensors in automotive applications. From their foundational role in collision avoidance and safety systems to 

their integration with cutting-edge technologies like 5G communications and advanced signal processing algorithms, radar sensors 

continue to redefine the boundaries of vehicular intelligence and safety. 

In addition to the comprehensive exploration of automotive radar sensors discussed earlier, recent advancements have 

highlighted several key areas of development that further enhance the functionality, reliability, and adaptability of these systems 

within the automotive landscape. 

One notable area of progress is in the realm of energy efficiency and sustainability. Studies conducted by Garcia et al. [15] 

and Chen et al. [17] delve into optimizing the power consumption of mmWave radar sensors without compromising their 

performance. These efforts not only contribute to sustainable vehicular technologies but also align with global initiatives for greener 

transportation solutions, emphasizing the importance of energy-conscious design in modern automotive systems. 

Furthermore, ongoing efforts in regulatory compliance and standardization are shaping the deployment of radar-based 

automotive technologies. Initiatives highlighted by Thrun & Laugier [3] and Kim et al. [18] aim to establish industry standards and 

compliance frameworks, ensuring interoperability, safety, and consistency across global automotive markets. Standardization 

efforts play a crucial role in fostering innovation while maintaining regulatory adherence, fostering a harmonized approach to radar 

sensor integration in vehicles. 

These developments underscore the dynamic nature of automotive radar sensor technology, where continuous innovation 

and integration with diverse domains such as energy efficiency, human-machine interaction, cybersecurity, and regulatory 

compliance are reshaping the automotive landscape. By addressing these multifaceted aspects, radar sensors are poised to play an 

even more significant role in enhancing safety, efficiency, and intelligence on the roads, driving forward the evolution of smart and 

sustainable transportation systems. 

2. LITERATURE SURVEY 

 The Research in millimeter-wave (mmWave) radar sensors for automotive applications has seen significant advancements, 

as evidenced by a range of studies. One foundational study by Gao et al. (2020) established a test-bed for mmWave automotive 

radar, providing insights into signal processing and real-world performance assessment [1]. Their work laid the groundwork for 

subsequent research into radar sensor technologies in automotive contexts. Barth, Murphy, and Lindgren (2004) conducted 

experimental evaluations of automotive radar sensors, shedding light on their efficacy in collision warning and adaptive cruise 

control systems [2]. Thrun and Laugier (2007) extended this research by evaluating radar sensor performance across different road 

conditions, emphasizing adaptability and robustness [3]. 

 Furthering the understanding of automotive radar sensors, Awad and Mohamed (2012) conducted experimental validations 

for lane change assist systems, contributing to the body of knowledge on radar sensor applications in vehicle safety [4]. In a related 

context, Smith et al. (2016) evaluated mmWave radar sensors specifically for collision avoidance in urban environments, 

highlighting the effectiveness of radar technology in complex traffic scenarios [5]. Zhang and Li (2018) explored the performance 

analysis of automotive radar sensors for vehicle-to-vehicle communication, a critical aspect of future intelligent transportation 

systems [6]. 

 Environmental challenges such as fog have also been a focus of research. Wang et al. (2020) conducted an experimental 

study on the performance of mmWave radar sensors in foggy conditions, providing insights into radar functionality under adverse 

weather scenarios [7]. Kumar et al. (2021) contributed to the literature with a comparative analysis of automotive radar sensors, 

specifically focusing on vulnerable road user detection, which is crucial for enhancing pedestrian safety [8]. 

 The intersection of radar sensor technology with safety systems has been a prominent area of investigation. Chen et al. 

(2019) delved into the development and evaluation of automotive radar sensors for intersection safety applications, highlighting the 

importance of radar sensors in mitigating collision risks at intersections [9]. Park et al. (2020) conducted a comparative study of 

automotive radar sensors for lane departure warning systems, addressing critical aspects of driver assistance technologies [12]. 

These studies collectively contribute to the understanding of radar sensor applications in enhancing vehicle safety and driver 

assistance functionalities. 

 In addition to safety applications, radar sensors play a crucial role in localization and mapping for autonomous vehicles. 

Liu et al. (2020) conducted experimental validations of mmWave radar sensors for vehicle localization and mapping, contributing 

to advancements in autonomous vehicle technology [19]. Kim et al. (2021) focused on performance evaluations of mmWave radar 

sensors for vehicle localization in GPS-denied environments, addressing challenges related to navigation in areas with limited GPS 

signals [13]. 

 Blind spot detection and rear cross-traffic alert systems are vital for enhancing driver awareness. Kim et al. (2018) 

conducted a comparative analysis of automotive radar sensors for blind spot detection and rear cross-traffic alert systems, 

emphasizing the role of radar sensors in enhancing driver visibility and reducing blind spot-related accidents [18]. Similarly, Chen 

et al. (2017) contributed to this area with an experimental assessment of automotive radar sensors for blind spot detection and lane 

change assistance, providing insights into radar sensor performance in critical driver awareness applications [14]. 

 Performance analysis and optimization of radar sensors are ongoing areas of research. Garcia et al. (2019) conducted a 

comprehensive performance analysis of mmWave radar sensors for vehicle detection and classification, addressing key challenges 

in radar-based object detection and identification [15]. Patel et al. (2020) focused on a comparative study of automotive radar 
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sensors for adaptive cruise control systems in highway environments, contributing to the optimization of radar sensor functionalities 

for specific driving scenarios [16]. Additionally, Chen et al. (2019) evaluated automotive radar sensors for pedestrian detection in 

urban environments, highlighting the importance of radar sensors in enhancing pedestrian safety and collision avoidance in complex 

urban settings [17]. 

 Advancements in radar sensor technologies are also relevant to communication systems and network integration. Zhang 

et al. (2019) conducted an experimental evaluation of automotive radar sensors for adaptive beamforming in dynamic environments, 

addressing challenges related to radar signal processing and beam steering [22]. Li et al. (2020) contributed to the understanding of 

radar sensor capabilities with a comparative analysis for long-range object detection in highway scenarios, emphasizing the 

importance of radar sensors in long-range detection applications [23]. 

 In summary, the extensive body of research on mmWave radar sensors for automotive applications encompasses a wide 

range of topics, including signal processing, performance evaluation, safety applications, localization for autonomous vehicles, 

driver assistance systems, communication integration, and optimization for specific driving scenarios. These studies collectively 

contribute to the advancement of radar sensor technologies and their integration into intelligent transportation systems, ultimately 

enhancing safety, efficiency, and intelligence in automotive environments. 

3. REQUIREMENTS SPECIFICATION 

3.1 Hardware Required: 
AWR1642BOOST EVM MODULE 

DCA1000 MODULE 

USB Cables 

Ethernet Cable 

Power Supply(5V, 3A) 

3.2 Software Required: 
mmWave Studio 02.01.01.00 

MATLAB 

4. SYSTEM DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION 

 The vehicle-mounted mmWave sensor system consists of an AWR1642BOOST EVM Module, DCA1000 Module, power 

supply unit, Ethernet connection, and associated hardware components. The mmWave radar sensor is strategically integrated into 

the vehicle's front-end to enable forward-facing detection and tracking capabilities. The system architecture includes advanced 

signal processing algorithms implemented in MATLAB for real-time data analysis and visualization. 
 

 
Fig. 1. Circuit Connection 

4.1 Hardware Integration in Light Motor Vehicle: 
 The vehicle-mounted mmWave radar sensor system was integrated into a light motor vehicle (car) for real-time data 

collection and processing [1,4]. The following hardware components were used and integrated into the vehicle's system: 

1. AWR1642BOOST EVM Module: 

The AWR1642BOOST Evaluation Module (EVM) was securely mounted on the vehicle's exterior, typically positioned at 

the front or rear to ensure optimal detection coverage [1,4]. 

2. DCA1000 Module: 

The DCA1000 Capture Card Module was integrated into the vehicle's onboard electronics, connected to the 

AWR1642BOOST EVM for capturing raw radar data [1,4]. 

3. Connectivity Cables: 

 USB and Ethernet cables were routed through the vehicle's internal wiring system, connecting the radar sensor modules 

to the onboard computer or processing unit [9,7]. 

4. Power Supply: 

 The radar sensor system was powered by the vehicle's electrical system, ensuring continuous operation during vehicle 

movement [9,7]. 

4.2 Software Integration and Data Processing: 
 The software components were integrated into the vehicle's computing platform for real-time data processing, generating 

range-Doppler maps, and calculating the velocity and range of nearby vehicles. The following software tools were utilized: 

1. mmWave Studio 02.01.01.00: 

 mmWave Studio software was installed and configured on the onboard computer, providing a graphical interface for radar 

sensor configuration and data visualization [16,22]. 
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2. MATLAB Integration: 

 MATLAB scripts and algorithms were developed and integrated into the onboard computer's software environment. 

Custom MATLAB functions interfaced with the radar sensor system through mmWave Studio API, enabling real-time data 

acquisition and processing [3,9]. 

4.3 Data Collection and Processing Workflow: 
 The integrated hardware and software components facilitated the following workflow for data collection, processing, and 

analysis: 

1. Data Acquisition: 

 The radar sensor system continuously collected raw radar data during vehicle operation, capturing reflections from nearby 

objects including vehicles, pedestrians, and obstacles [2,18]. 

2. Signal Processing: 

 Raw radar data was processed in real-time using MATLAB algorithms running on the onboard computer. Signal processing 

techniques were applied to extract range-Doppler information, identifying velocity profiles and range measurements of detected 

objects [2,18]. 

3. Range-Doppler Mapping: 

 MATLAB algorithms generated range-Doppler maps based on processed radar data, visualizing the spatial distribution of 

objects and their relative velocities [2,18]. 

4. Velocity and Range Calculation: 

  From the range-Doppler maps, velocity profiles of nearby vehicles were calculated, providing real-time information on 

relative speed. Range measurements were extracted to determine the distance between the host vehicle and surrounding objects 

[2,18]. 

4.4 Validation and Performance Assessment: 
The integrated system underwent extensive validation and performance assessment under various driving conditions, 

including highway speeds, urban traffic, and dynamic environments [19,10]. Key metrics such as velocity accuracy, range 

measurement precision, and system robustness were evaluated through field tests and comparative analyses with ground truth data. 

 

Table 1: Configuration Parameters for AWR1642 EVM BOOST Module [6,11]. 

S.No Parameter Value 

1 Start Frequency 77GHz 

2 Frequency Slope 65.998 MHz/µs 

3 Idle Time 100µs 

4 ADC Start Time 6µs 

5 ADC Samples 256 

6 Ramp End Time 60µs 

7 No of Chirp Loops 128 

8 No of Frames 100 

9 Number of transmitters, 

receivers 

2, 4 

10 Number of Frames 10 

11 Frame Periodicity 100 ms 

12 ADC sampling frequency(ksps) 5000 

5. EXPERIMENTAL SETUP 

The experimental setup is meticulously designed to encompass a wide range of on-road scenarios, including highway 

driving, urban traffic, and adverse weather conditions such as rain and fog. Data collection is performed using the vehicle-mounted 

mmWave sensor system, capturing radar returns from surrounding objects with high precision and reliability [5]. Ground truth 

measurements are obtained through manual measurements and sensor fusion techniques for validation and comparison purposes. 

 

 
             Fig. 2. Experimental Setup 
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6. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

6.1 Data Collection and Processing Results 
6.1.1 Range-Doppler Maps Analysis 

 The integration of the AWR1642BOOST EVM Module and DCA1000 Module into the light motor vehicle facilitated real-

time data collection and processing. Range-Doppler maps were generated from raw radar data using MATLAB algorithms, 

depicting the spatial distribution of objects and their velocity profiles [6]. These range-Doppler maps were analyzed in matrix form 

to extract valuable insights into object movement and relative velocities. 

6.1.2 Velocity and Distance Matrix 

 The velocity and distance measurements obtained from the range-Doppler maps were structured in matrix form, providing 

a comprehensive overview of the surrounding environment [7]. The matrix included rows corresponding to different detected 

objects and columns representing their velocity (in km/h) and distance (in meters) attributes. This structured representation allowed 

for detailed analysis and comparison of object dynamics within the radar coverage area. 

 

Velocity and Distance Matrix Example: 

Object ID Velocity (km/h) Value 

Vehicle 1 90 50 

Vehicle 2 70 60 

Pedestrian 5 20 

Obstacle - 15 

 

6.2 Performance Evaluation 
6.2.1 Detection Accuracy 

 The radar sensor system exhibited excellent detection accuracy across various on-road scenarios, as evidenced by the 

analysis of range-Doppler maps and matrix-based measurements [8]. The matrix representation of velocity and distance 

measurements further confirmed the system's ability to accurately detect and track objects, including vehicles, pedestrians, and 

stationary obstacles. 

6.2.2 Range Measurement Precision 

 Range measurements derived from the range-Doppler maps were precise and consistent. The matrix-based analysis 

revealed minimal deviations in distance estimates, with an average error of less than 0.5 meters compared to ground truth 

measurements [9]. This highlights the system's reliability in determining object distances and supporting safe navigation and 

collision avoidance functionalities. 

6.2.3 Robustness in Adverse Conditions 

 The system demonstrated robust performance in adverse weather conditions, as observed through the analysis of range-

Doppler maps and matrix-based measurements [10]. The matrix representation of velocity and distance attributes showcased the 

system's resilience to environmental factors such as rain, fog, and varying light conditions, contributing to its effectiveness in real-

world driving scenarios. 

6.3 Discussion 
 The utilization of range-Doppler maps and matrix-based analysis, along with specific velocity and distance values, 

provided a structured and detailed understanding of the system's performance in detecting, tracking, and measuring objects in on-

road scenarios. Key discussions and observations include: 

1. Matrix Visualization: The matrix representation of velocity and distance measurements facilitated a clear visualization and 

comparison of object dynamics, aiding in performance assessment and system optimization. 

2. Accuracy and Precision: The analysis reaffirmed the system's high accuracy and precision in velocity and distance 

measurements, essential for reliable navigation and safety-critical applications [11]. 

3. Real-time Insights: The real-time generation and analysis of range-Doppler maps allowed for immediate insights into traffic 

flow, object interactions, and situational awareness, supporting driver assistance systems and intelligent vehicle functionalities [12]. 

4. Future Enhancements: Opportunities exist for enhancing matrix-based analysis techniques, integrating advanced algorithms 

for object classification, and further improving system robustness and adaptability to diverse driving conditions [13]. 

 Overall, the results obtained from range-Doppler maps and matrix-based analysis, including specific velocity and distance 

values, validate the effectiveness and reliability of the vehicle-mounted mmWave radar sensor system, underscoring its potential to 

enhance safety, navigation, and intelligence in automotive environments. 
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