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Abstract 

This paper intends to explore the transformation with disintegration of aspects of Bharati 

Mukherjee that have gained a milestone as she brings out the segregation experienced by the 

immigrants of South Asian Countries. Through her novels, she voices her personal life 

experiences to show the reconstructing shape of American Society. She centrally locates her 

emphasis on the women characters, their struggle for identity, their harsh experiences and 

their final emergence as the self-assertive, self-opinioned individuals free from fear imposed 

on them.  

 

Through the novel jasmine, Bharati mukherjee focuses the multicultural identity of a woman. 

This paper is an effort to portray the bitter experiences of homelessness, displacement, 

oppression and exploitation of protagonist Jasmine. 

 

Identity formation is inherent to every human being where by a person locates oneself in 

society. Identity and transformation are central themes, deeply intertwined with the 

protagonist's journey of self-discovery and survival. Mukherjee explores how identity is not 

fixed but fluid, evolving as a response to trauma, migration, and the pursuit of autonomy.  It 

explains why these different identities are vital for survival as an immigrant and ultimately 

throws light into the fact that for immigrants if the past is replete with sufferings and 

hopelessness, it is better to discard the past and move forward in life.   

However, in the case of immigrants, many of them undergo identity transformations as part 

of their adjustments with the host society. Bharati Mukherjee’s ‘Jasmine’ is the story of a 

village girl from India who immigrates to America and undergoes multiple identity 

transformations to assert her place in the American society. 
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1. Introduction 

 

Bharati Mukherjee's women encounter self-division, alienation even madness as they seek to 

define themselves a new in their transition from the old World to the new world. She devotes 

greater efforts to the development of female characters than male characters. Her narrative 

method frequently employs satiric devices. This paper focuses on the novel of Jasmine the 

female character thus Jyoti-Jasmine-Jazzy-Jase-Jane transformation liberates her from the 

deforming past, empowers her and gives her a voice.  

 

Bharati Mukherjee presents Jasmine as phoenix who rises from her ashes. She can face all 

challenges either it is killing a mad dog in Hasanpur or exploring all over the world as an 

illegal immigrant. In this novel the protagonist is not presented as an incarnation of weakness 

but represents strength. Author Bharati Mukherjee has tried to carve out image of third world 

countries immigrants who try to establish themselves in the culturally different background , 

Jasmine is one of those survivors, who fights with every odd comes out to be an epitome of 

modern, independent woman who never believes to rot in patriarchy norms. Jasmine creates 

a new world with new ideas, values, opinions, beliefs constantly unmarking her past. She 

keeps on trying to establish herself in a new cultural identity by integrating new desires.  

 

2. Methodology 

Literary Analysis:  

Close reading of "Jasmine" to identify themes, symbols, and character development related to Jasmine.  

Historical Research: Examination of historical records, biographies, and academic articles about Bathsheba Everdene 

to provide context and comparison.  

Thematic Analysis  

Identify and discuss major themes such as resilience, leadership, and cultural significance 

 

 

Keywords: Liberation, transformation, gender, Feminism, empower suppression, women, 

identity, expatriation 

 

Index Terms—Identity, transformations, immigrant, survival, Bharati Mukherjee. 

 

3. Discussion 

 

Jasmine, the protagonist, undergoes multiple identity shifts as she moves from rural India to 

the United States. Each change in location and circumstance brings a corresponding 

transformation in her name and persona: *Jyoti* in her native India, where her identity is 

shaped by traditional roles and expectations, particularly as a young girl in a patriarchal 

society. 

- *Jasmine* after her marriage to Prakash, symbolizing a more modern identity influenced by 

her husband's aspirations and dreams of modernity and change. 
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- *Jase* when she adopts a more Westernized, American identity, becoming more 

independent, navigating the complexities of life as an undocumented immigrant. 

- *Jane* when she finally settles with Bud Ripplemeyer, fully embodying the role of a 

suburban American wife. 

 

These transformations reflect the novel's exploration of how identity is shaped by external 

forces such as migration, love, violence, and culture. Jasmine's ability to adapt, survive, and 

reinvent herself at various stages of her life demonstrates how identity is constantly in flux. 

 

4. Self-Identity 

 

Identity is worried about the self-regard and self-picture of an individual, a sex, a network, a 

class, a race or sex or a country—genuine or fanciful. Identity is having the ability to rethink 

the terms of cultural practices and traditions to accommodate ones’ own involvement. 

Bharati Mukherjee has confidence in the present, not previously, for it will help shape her 

future. She understands that her change is a two-way process since it influences both the 

person and in addition the national cultural identity. While different writers of movement 

compose of another place with a feeling of misfortune and disintegration of unique culture, 

She composes vehemently of gain on landing in another place. It is only an issue of one's 

demeanor and nature for survival. The truth of the matter is that her women are seen not as 

casualties of persecution, as aloof onlookers of the show of history, yet as having an impact 

and a past filled with their own.  

Through her writings, she means to learn the way that all are people despite the fact that each 

has a place with various ethnic causes. She stresses the manner in which human instinct 

works. She composes of mystic savagery and its impact on the majority. While physically 

she moves from Canada to America her novels move in theme from cynicism to good faith, 

from bigotry to vagrancy to a festival of osmoses to patriotism.  

The novels of Bharati Mukherjee are self-realizing. Journey for the meaning of self and look 

for identity are the fundamental highlights of her women who are seen gotten in the motion 

of convention and advancement. Her novels endeavor to express the recently discovered 

identity of immigrant women who battle to make due in an outsider land. She is a writer who 

investigates through her fiction the importance of life. Issues identified with women are 

integral to the vision of her novels. She manages the issues of the Indian immigrants, for the 

most part women. She expounds on the battles and issues looked by Indian women. The 

issue of cross-cultural crisis and a definitive look for identity is likewise one of her 

imperative themes. Her novels likewise mirror the temperament and state of mind of the 

present American Society as experienced by the Indian immigrants in America. Bharati 

Mukherjee takes up the issue of adjustment that Indians in the West need 

 

5. Migration and Transformation 

Migration also plays a key role in Jasmine's transformation. Her move from India to America 

exposes her to different cultural, social, and political realities, each of which forces her to 
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reassess who she is. In America, Jasmine must navigate a new world of opportunity and 

danger, one where she must often shed aspects of her past self to survive. Her journey 

becomes a metaphor for the immigrant experience, highlighting the need for reinvention and 

the search for belonging in a foreign land. 

 

6. Identity and Trauma 

Trauma is another force that shapes Jasmine’s identity. The violence she experiences, 

including the loss of her husband and her assault by Half-Face, leaves deep scars. However, 

rather than being defined by her victimhood, Jasmine chooses to reinvent herself. Her 

resilience in the face of trauma and her ability to move forward are key to her transformation, 

showing how survival often requires the shedding of past identities and the creation of new 

ones. 

 

7. Gender and Power Dynamics 

The novel also explores the intersection of identity with gender and power. Jasmine’s various 

roles—as a wife, caregiver, lover, and immigrant—are shaped by the men in her life, but she 

continually strives for autonomy, breaking free from the limitations imposed on her by 

tradition and patriarchy. Her transformations reflect a constant negotiation between 

submission and empowerment, as she attempts to assert control over her destiny despite the 

forces working against her. 

 

In Jasmine, Bharati Mukherjee presents identity as a malleable construct, influenced by the 

circumstances of life, trauma, migration, and cultural exchange. Jasmine's journey of 

transformation illustrates how survival often demands reinvention, and how identity, rather 

than being stable and singular, is a complex and ever-evolving aspect of the human 

experience. 

 

CONCLUSION  

 

Traversing through a series of identity transformations and the associated struggles and the 

constant re inventing of her, Jasmine moves forward in life. She becomes part of America by 

assimilating into the American culture and the American ways of living and there are chances 

of her donning more identities. It is important to note that Jasmine’s transformations aren’t 

forced, as she is a willing immigrant. She severs her ties with her past and India because 

there is nothing left for her there.  

 

Mukherjee has often been criticized for this idea of fleeing the past and severing connections 

with the homeland to embrace life in America. However, how can swapping identities for the 

betterment of oneself be called a crime? If the past is replete with bitter experiences and 

hopelessness, it is not worth holding on to it. The past lies somewhere in the corner of the 

mind, and as time ticks by, it slowly wanes and new commitments in the present and hopes 

and aspirations for the future dominate the past experiences. It is practical to live in the 

present because the ability to shape the course of one’s life can only be exercised in the 

present. Jasmine is successful because she is ready for transformations and America moulds 
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her into a brave and free-spirited lady and she continues her journey reasserting her place as 

a successful immigrant. 

Mukherjee’s characters with different socio-cultural experiences relate to a process involving 

complex negotiation and exchange.  

 

Mukherjee always has a concern that the new identity should not suffer from marginalization 

and suppression from any society. To avoid such circ7mstances she portrays her characters 

with qualities like individualism, independence, courage and decisiveness. Duality and 

conflict is not merely a feature of immigrant life in American. Mukherjee‟s women are 

bought up in a culture which ingrains them into such mindset even from childhood. Breaking 

of linguistic and cultural barrier begins early, due to the British colonization. 
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