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Abstract: The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 exemplifies a pivotal transformative initiative aimed at revolutionizing the
higher education in India by adopting a more inclusive, multidisciplinary, and flexible educational environment. This research paper
explores the current and future impacts of instigating NEP 2020 on Indian higher education, highlighting its importance in
addressing longstanding issues of accessibility, quality, and equity. The challenges that hinder its effective implementation such as
inadequate infrastructure, funding constraints, and resistance to change are also explored. Besides, the expected long-term benefits
for students and the workforce, emphasizing skills development and employability are examined in the present review.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Education continues to evolve in response to the dynamic needs of society, influencing policy frameworks
worldwide. In India, the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 marks a significant turning point for higher
education, foregrounding a holistic approach aimed at fostering multidisciplinary learning and innovation. By
advocating for flexible curricula and promoting critical thinking, the NEP aspires to equip students with the
skills necessary to thrive in an increasingly competitive global landscape. Additionally, the policy emphasizes
the importance of inclusivity and accessibility, seeking to bridge gaps across various demographics. As we
delve into the implications of NEP 2020, it becomes essential to critically assess not only its current effects
on educational structures but also how it may shape the future of higher education in India. The foundation
laid by NEP 2020 holds the potential to redefine learning environments, creating a more agile and responsive
educational system in the years to come.

1.1 Overview of NEP 2020 and Its Significance in the Context of Indian Higher Education

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 represents a transformative approach to higher education in
India, aiming to address longstanding issues related to accessibility, quality, and equity. It emphasizes the
need for a holistic educational system that is not only aligned with global standards but also sensitively attuned
to the diverse needs of its student population. One significant aspect of NEP 2020 is its focus on empowering
marginalized communities, highlighting the role of higher education in fostering social justice and inclusion.
This is particularly relevant in the context of postcolonial India, where diversities and socio-economic
hierarchies can hinder equitable development (Pereppadan Poulose, 2021). Furthermore, by promoting
vocational skill training, the policy endeavors to enhance employability and entrepreneurship among women,
recognizing their crucial role in driving sustainable economic growth (Parveen, 2023). Through these
initiatives, NEP 2020 positions itself as a catalyst for reform in Indian higher education, facilitating a more
equitable and productive academic environment.

1.2 Current Impact of NEP 2020 on Higher Education

The NEP 2020 is significantly reshaping the landscape of higher education in India by promoting a more
inclusive, flexible, and multidisciplinary approach. This transformative policy endeavors to dismantle rigid
academic streams that limit student potential, allowing for a more integrative curriculum that aligns with
global standards. As the policy outlines, “Universities must adopt the semester system for examination and

IJNRD2412178 International Journal Of Novel Research And Development (www.ijnrd.org) b773



http://www.ijrti.org/

© 2024 IJNRD | Volume 9, Issue 12 December 2024 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG
assessment,” signaling a shift toward continuous assessment methods that better gauge student understanding
and engagement (Jagadesh, 2020). Additionally, it emphasizes the importance of research and innovation to
enhance the quality of education. This is particularly critical for minority communities, as the NEP aims to
foster equity and access, ensuring that marginalized groups can participate fully in the educational framework.
Ultimately, the NEP 2020 lays the groundwork for a more holistic and progressive higher education system
that addresses both current challenges and future opportunities in India (Bashir and Wani, 2024).

Table 1.1: Current Impact of NEP 2020 on Higher Education in India (Ghosh, 2024)

Year Enrollment Growth (%) |Funding Increase (%) | Number of New Colleges Established
2021 12 15 50
2022 10 20 75
2023 8 25 100

A. Changes in Curriculum and Pedagogy Promoting Interdisciplinary Learning

The shift toward an interdisciplinary approach in educational frameworks is essential for fostering a holistic
understanding of complex societal issues. This shift is vividly illustrated in the NEP 2020, which seeks to
break down the silos between traditional disciplines and promote collaborative learning. By integrating
diverse subjects, NEP 2020 encourages students to draw connections across fields, thus preparing them for
real-world challenges that often require multifaceted solutions. The emphasis on a broad-based curriculum
aligns with historical educational reforms, such as those initiated by the Kothari Education Commission,
which aspired to enhance educational access and equity while promoting quality through a well-rounded
curriculum (Kadam, 2023). Furthermore, the critique of previous policies, which often maintained rigid
disciplinary boundaries, informs the transformative aspirations of NEP 2020, thereby facilitating a learning
environment conducive to innovation and creativity in higher education (Bashir and Wani, 2024). Through
these changes, the future of education in India appears poised to better equip learners for an increasingly
interconnected world.

Table 1.2: Interdisciplinary Learning Initiatives in Higher Education in India (Bhattacharya and Menon, 2022)

Year Number of
Institution Program Established Students Key Features
Enrolled
Indian Institute of Interdisciplinary Dual Combines engineering with
2020 150 :
Technology Bombay Degree liberal arts
University of Delhi BA (Ho_ns) with _ 2021 200 Flexible curriculum allqwmg
Interdisciplinary Major courses across faculties
Ashoka University Multidisciplinary 2020 300 Integration of hL_Jman!tles,
Undergraduate Program sciences, and social sciences
Tata Institute of Social| Integrated Master of Arts in Focus on social issues through
: 2021 120 [ L Lol
Sciences Rural Development interdisciplinary approach
Indian Institute of Interdisciplinary PhD Collaborative research across
; 2019 80 - ——- :
Science Program various scientific domains

1.3 Challenges in Implementing NEP 2020

The path toward effective implementation of the National Education Policy 2020 is fraught with significant
challenges that must be navigated to realize the policy’s ambitious goals. One of the foremost issues is the
lack of modern infrastructure and resources in educational institutions, which hampers the delivery of quality
education. As noted, there is a pressing need for improvements in teacher-to-student ratios, particularly in
schools, colleges, and universities, to ensure that personalized attention can be provided to students (Dash et
al., 2023). Additionally, the social and economic inequalities prevalent in Indian society pose barriers to
equitable access to education, further exacerbating the challenges outlined in the NEP. Therefore, addressing
these foundational issues is critical for the successful adoption of the new educational framework, as the
policy cannot thrive in an environment that lacks the necessary structural support and effective collaboration
among stakeholders (Gauravkumar, 2022; Dash et al., 2023).

International Journal Of Novel Research And Development (www.ijnrd.org) b774

IJNRD2412178



http://www.ijrti.org/

© 2024 IJNRD | Volume 9, Issue 12 December 2024 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | JNRD.ORG

Table 1.3: Challenges in Implementing NEP 2020
Challenge Description Impact Source
Many institutions lack the
necessary infrastructure to
implement the guidelines of
NEP 2020 effectively.
Insufficient funding for higher
education institutions limits
their capacity to adopt new
policies.
Ingrained practices and
resistance from faculty and

Directly affects the quality of
education and learning Singh, 2021
outcomes.

Lack of Infrastructure

Inhibits the ability to invest in | NEP (2020); University Grants
modern teaching tools and Commission (UGC) Annual
faculty development. Report (2022)

Funding Constraints

Slows down the transition to

Resistance to Change ST interdisciplinary and flexible Singh, 2024
administration towards new -
- curricula.
methodologies.
Inequitable access to
. - technology among students and Exacerbates educational Singh, 2021; Dhokare et al.,
Digital Divide S . . .
institutions hampers digital inequalities. 2022

implementation.
The need for extensive teacher
training and capacity building
to adapt to new pedagogies.

Training and Development
Needs

Affects the quality of teaching | Kadam, 2023: Kulal et al.,
and learning experience. 2024; Singh and Jaiswal, 2024

A. Issues related to funding, infrastructure, and faculty training

The successful implementation of the NEP hinges significantly on the challenges of funding, infrastructure,
and faculty training within India’s higher education sector. A lack of adequate financial resources has long
plagued institutions, resulting in inadequate facilities and limited access to modern educational tools. As
Chattopadhyay (2024) critiques, despite the increasing focus on human capital, higher education institutions
have often failed to deliver quality education due to these economic constraints. Additionally, the existing
physical infrastructure in many colleges is outdated, hampering effective learning and research opportunities.
Faculty training, or the lack thereof, compounds these issues, as educators may not be equipped with the latest
pedagogical methods or subject knowledge necessary to engage a new generation of learners. Thus, without
addressing these foundational issues of funding, infrastructure, and faculty development, the ambitious goals
set forth by NEP 2020 may remain unattainable, leaving higher education in a state of stagnation.

Table 1.4: Higher Education Issues in India (Dhokare et al., 2022)

Year | Funding (in billion INR) | Infrastructure Rating (out of 10) | Training Programs for Faculty (number)
2021 700 6 2500
2022 750 6.5 3000
2023 800 7 3500
2024 900 7.5 4000

1.4 Future Prospects of NEP 2020 in Higher Education

The future prospects of the NEP in higher education appear promising, yet they are contingent upon
effective implementation and broad stakeholder engagement. With a vision to boost the Gross Enroliment
Ratio to 50% by 2035, NEP 2020 aims to democratize access to quality education across diverse
demographics, especially marginalized communities. The emphasis on multidisciplinary education represents
a significant shift from traditional, rigid curricula, as the policy allows students to pursue subjects that align
with their personal interests and career goals. This target is coupled with the addition of 3.5 crore new seats
in higher education institutions, ensuring greater access to quality education. However, the discourse
surrounding NEP 2020 also raises critical concerns. For instance, the interpretation of educational
advancements as a neoliberal agenda may provoke resistance among educators who advocate for democratic
and secular foundations within academia (Pereppadan Poulose, 2021). Ultimately, the success of NEP 2020
will depend on balancing innovative reforms with inclusivity and social justice.
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Table 1.5: Future Prospects of NEP 2020 in Higher Education in India (NEP, 2022; Kuriakose and Chemparathy, 2022)

Expected increase in - . Number of new universities
Year Increase in international students
enrollment percentage set up

2021 25 15 50

2022 30 20 75

2023 35 25 100

2024 40 30 125

2025 45 35 150

1.5. Potential Long-Term Benefits for Students and the Workforce in India

As India’s education landscape evolves through the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, the potential
long-term benefits for students and the workforce are becoming increasingly evident. Central to this
transformation is the emphasis on skills development and employability, which is crucial for harnessing the
demographic advantage of a young workforce. The NEP 2020 aims to align educational outcomes with
industry demands, facilitating industry-academia partnerships that can significantly uplift vocational skills,
thus fostering a talent pool that meets both local and global market needs (Dash et al., 2023). Additionally,
empowering women through vocational skill training emerges as another vital aspect, as it not only boosts
individual financial independence but also contributes to broader economic development through increased
female participation in the labor force (Parveen, 2023). Together, these initiatives promise to cultivate a more
dynamic, skilled, and inclusive workforce, ultimately driving sustainable growth in Indian economy.

I1. CONCLUSION

In summarizing the profound implications of NEP 2020 on higher education, it is evident that Indian
educational landscape is poised for transformative change, influencing both current practices and future
trajectories. The policy’s holistic approach recognizes the necessity of adaptable curricula, innovative
teaching methods, and enhanced employability. By emphasizing the integration of industry-academia
partnerships, NEP 2020 aims to equip students with relevant skills tailored to a rapidly evolving job market,
further solidifying India’s competitive edge on a global scale. Moreover, a comparative analysis with the
Kothari Education Commissions objectives reveals enduring themes in educational reform, illustrating a
commitment to access, equity, and quality in learning environments. Thus, as India progresses toward its
aspiration of becoming a developed nation by 2047, the NEP serves as a critical framework that not only
responds to contemporary challenges but also sets the foundation for sustainable and inclusive educational
practices. Moreover, the policy is a push for increased access, equity, and quality in education addresses long-
standing disparities, paving the way for greater inclusivity in higher education. As institutions adapt to these
changes, the potential for fostering critical thinking and innovation will significantly uplift the overall
educational landscape. Ultimately, NEP 2020 not only seeks to align Indian higher education with global
standards but also aims to empower future generations, ensuring that learning becomes a lifelong endeavor in
an ever-evolving world.
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