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ABSTRACT:- The Indian graphic novel scene, though relatively new compared to western counterparts, has 

witnessed rapid growth and diversification in recent years. While Indian comics have a long tradition, graphic 

novels is a more recent phenomenon, offering a blend of visual artistry with sophisticated narrative themes. This 

research paper focuses on two major works in the genre: Amruta Patil’s Kari and Parva Duology. Both work stand 

as pioneers in the Indian graphic novel scene, addressing deep social, psychological, and cultural issues through the 

powerful medium of graphic storytelling. The paper explores the emerging trends in Indian graphic novels through 

the detailed study of these works, focusing on their narrative structure, thematic content, art styles, and their 

reflection of contemporary issues in Indian society. By analyzing the significance of Kari and the Parva Duology, 

the paper sheds light on the shifting contours of Indian graphic novels and their potential to engage with national 

and global conversation. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The medium of graphic novels, where visual art and narrative converge to tell a compelling story, has been rapid 

growth in India over the past few decades. While the country has a rich tradition of storytelling through illustrated 

works (like Amar Chitra Katha and Tinkle), the graphic novel format has offered a new way to address mature 

themes in an engaging and visually dynamic manner. The increasing popularity of graphic novels in India marks 

the emergence of a fresh literary artistic form, one that blends Indian socio – political concerns with global story 

telling traditions. 

Two works that stand at the forefront of this wave are Amruta Patil’s Kari (2008) and her Parva Duology (2011 and 

2013). These works transcend the conventional boundaries of comics, using graphic novels as a platform to explore 

complex themes such as sexuality, mental health, history and identity. This paper examines how these two works 

reflect the emerging trends in Indian graphic novels, focusing on their treatment of contemporary social issues, 

artistic innovation, and narrative complexity. 

1. The Rise of Graphic Novels in India 

Graphic novels in India have gained significant attention in recent years. Unlike earlier comic book forms, which 

were largely targeted at children and young adults, graphic novel are aimed at a more mature audience, often 

grappling with complex themes such as identity, politics, history, and marginalized voices. The medium has 

flourished due to factors such as the rise of self – publishing, increasing literacy rates, and greater exposure to 

global media. Indian graphic novel now occupy a unique position in the global literary landscape, with authors and 

artists drawing on indigenous traditions while also incorporating global storytelling trends. 
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1.1Characteristics of Indian Graphic Novel  

      The Indian graphic novel is marked by certain distinct features:  

* Social and Political Commentary: Indian graphic novel often engage with contemporary social issues, 

including caste, gender, sexual identity, and historical narratives. These themes reflect the struggles of marginalized 

communities in Indian. 

*cultural specificity: Unlike their western counterparts, Indian graphic novel are deeply rooted in local culture, 

history, and mythology, providing an indigenous perspective that resonates with Indian readers. 

* Artistic Diversity: Indian graphic novel are notable for their diverse visual styles, incorporating influences from 

Indian folk art, traditional, painting, and modern comic book aesthetics. 

*Narrative Innovation: the structure of Indian graphic novel often blends linear and non – linear storytelling, 

utilizing ways to create more immersive experiences. 

2. Case Study1: Amruta patil’s Kari(2008) 

Amruta Patil’s Kari is widely considered one of the pioneering works of the Indian graphic novel genre. It tells the 

story if a young women, Kari, who grapples with issues of identity, love, mental health, and sexuality. Kari is 

notable for its bold treatment of lesbian identity in the context of a contemporary Indian urban setting.  

2.1 Themes is Kari 

*Sexuality and identity: kari is one of the first Indian graphic novel to openly address homosexuality, specifically 

the experiences of lesbian women in Indian. The protagonist, Kari, embarks on a journey of self – discovery and 

acceptance in a society that stigmatizes her sexual identity. 

*Mental Health: The novel delves into the protagonist’s mental health struggles, exploring themes of depression, 

loneliness, and the psychological toll of societal rejection. Kari’s internal struggles are represented through surreal 

imagery and fragmented narratives, alienation she experiences. 

* Urban Alienation: the novel is set in a contemporary urban space where individuals like Kari, who do not 

conform to societal norms, face emotional and psychological isolation. Patil’s portrayal of the city reflects a space 

where personal desires clash with the indifference of a capitalist and conservative society. 

2.2 Art and Narrative Style 

Patil’s art in Kari uses a minimalist, yet expressive style that conveys the emotional depth of narrative. The art 

work is heavily influenced by expressionist art, often employing fragmented panels and muted colors to capture the 

protagonist’s internal conflict. Patil’s use of abstract and surreal imagery allows the reader to connect with Kari’s 

emotional and psychological state in ways that straightforward narration cannot. 

The narrative in Kari us non – linear, with flashbacks, dreams and fragmented sequences reflecting the 

protagonist’s fractured sense of self. The combination of text and visual symbolism creates an intense, layered 

storytelling experience. 

3.Case Study 2: Amruta Patil’s Parva Duology (2011, 2013) 

In contrast to Kari, Amruta Patil’s Parva duology takes a radically different approach by engaging with Indian 

mythology and history. Parva (2011) and its sequel Svaraaj (2013) retells the story of Mahabharata, one of the most 

important epic in Indian culture, but through a contemporary lens, exploring themes of power, war and the human 

condition. 

3.1 Themes in Parva Duology 

 Mythology and history: Parva reinterprets the Mahabharata, a foundational text of Indian civilization, by 

focusing on the stories of its central characters, especially Bhima, one of the Pandavas. It draws parallels 

between the ancient epic and contemporary political and social struggles. 

 

 Power and its Consequences: The story emphasizes the corrupting nature of power and the moral 

dilemmas faced by the characters. Patil highlights the timeless relevance of these themes, making the 

ancient epic resonate with modern issues of justice, politics and warfare. 
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 Human Emotion and Conflict: At its core, the Parva duology is a deeply human story about emotions, 

relationships and personal conflict. The tragic fates of the characters in the Mahabharata are explored with a 

focus on human psychology, providing a nuanced portrayal of the complexities of the human condition. 

3.2 Artistic and Narrative Innovation 

Patil’s artistic style in Parva is  rich and intricate, combining elements of Indian classical art with contemporary 

graphic novel techniques. The use of Indian art forms, including classical painting styles and modern visual 

techniques, brings a unique aesthetic dimension to the storytelling. The art work is not just illustrative but also 

symbolic, using visual metaphors to convey deeper meanings. 

Narratively, Parva adopts a multi – layered structure, with a non – linear approach that shifts between different 

perspectives and timelines. This complexity reflects multifaceted nature of the Mahabharata, with its numerous 

characters and intertwined storylines. The use of visual storytelling to represent internal struggles and external 

conflicts enhances the emotional impact of the narrative. 

4. Comparative Analysis of Kari and the Parva Duology 

  Both Kari and Parva duology, despite their thematic and stylistic differences, share commonalities in their use of 

the graphic novel format to explore complex human issues. 

4.1 Common Trends 

 Interdisciplinary Storytelling: Both works exemplify the integration of art, literature and social 

commentary. Kari blends personal narrative with emotional and psychological depth, while Parva integrates 

history and mythology with modern – day concerns. 

 

 Experimental Art: Both novels feature innovative visual styles. Kari uses surreal and minimalist art to 

convey emotions, while Parva blends traditional Indian art with contemporary comic styles. 

 

 Social Critique: Kari critiques the urban, capitalist world and its treatments of marginalised identities, 

while Parva critiques the political and ethical dilemmas of power and justice through the lens of the 

Mahabhrata. 

 

4.2 Differences in Approach 

While Kari focuses on contemporary issues such as sexuality and mental health, Parva engages with historical and 

mythological themes, focusing on the ancient epic’s relevance to modern societal and political issues. Kari is 

personal and introspective, focusing on the struggles of an individual, while Parva is grand and collective, 

exploring the consequences of war and power on society as a whole. 

5. Conclusion 

The works of Amruta Patil, particularly Kari and Parva duology, mark significant milestones in the evolution of 

Indian graphic novels. These works highlight the potential of graphic novels as a medium for exploring both 

personal and societal issues, while also showcasing the unique ways in which Indian authors and artists are 

engaging with global storytelling traditions. The emerging trends in Indian graphic novels, as exemplified by 

patil’s works, reflect a growing maturity in the genre, with an increasing focus on complex themes, experimental 

narratives and artistic innovation. As the genre continues to evolve, Indian graphic novels will likely play an 

important role in shaping the cultural and literary discourse of the nation. 
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