© 2025 IJNRD | Volume 10, Issue 5 May 2025 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | [JNRD.ORG

IJNRD.ORG ISSN : 2456-4184 -

».  INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF NOVEL RESEARCH

pe
pd
'0

: s AND DEVELOPMENT (IJNRD) | JNRD.ORG
RD Anlnternational Open Access, Peer-reviewed, Refereed Journal

Rerearc! h Through Innovation

Unlocking The Power Of Ancient Wisdom:
How Indian Knowledge Systems Inspire
Critical Thinking And Innovation In
Today's Education

Dr. Yad Ram

Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Studies, Central University of Jammu.

Abstract:

In an increasingly globalized and technologically advanced world, modern education systems
face the challenge of nurturing critical thinking and innovation among students. Indigenous
Knowledge Systems (IKS) offer a transformative approach to this challenge by integrating
traditional wisdom, cultural heritage, and local knowledge into contemporary educational
frameworks. IKS embodies a holistic perspective, fostering a deep connection with nature,
community, and self, which catalyses critical thinking and creativity. This paper explores the
potential of IKS in modern education, highlighting its role in promoting interdisciplinary
learning, problem-solving skills, and innovative thinking. By incorporating IKS, educators
can create a more inclusive and diverse learning environment that respects and values
indigenous cultures while empowering students to address complex global issues. The fusion
of IKS with modern pedagogical practices can lead to the development of well-rounded
individuals capable of contributing to sustainable development and social justice. This paper
aims to underscore the significance of IKS in shaping future generations of critical thinkers
and innovators, ultimately enhancing the quality and relevance of education in the 21st

century.
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INTRODUCTION

In today's fast-paced, globalized world, education systems are constantly seeking ways to
cultivate critical thinking and innovation among students. Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS)
offers a unique solution by blending traditional wisdom and cultural heritage with modern
educational practices. This fusion promotes interdisciplinary learning, problem-solving skills,
and creativity while fostering a deep connection with nature, community, and self. By
integrating IKS into contemporary education, we can create a diverse and inclusive learning
environment that values indigenous cultures and empowers students to tackle complex global
challenges. Ultimately, this approach helps shape well-rounded individuals who contribute to
sustainable development and social justice, enhancing the relevance and quality of education

in the 21st century.

The educational journey in India has seen profound transformations over the ages, especially
during the British colonial era. Today, in the present time, there is aneed to revitalize our
education system by embracing Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS). These systems can pave
the way for a new blueprint encompassing state policies, economic philosophy, and societal
structures. Comparing India’s education system with thatof other countries, such as the
United States, we can uncover unique features and commonalities. This comparative analysis
can help us identify our strengths and weaknesses, leading to effective strategies for bridging

gaps between Indian and global educational standards.

Countries that have successfully blended traditional knowledge with modern education
provide us with valuable insights. Take the example of the United States' 1968 Bilingual
Education Act, which empowered Native American communities to take charge of their
education and incorporate indigenous knowledge and cultural practices into the curriculum.
India can follow suit by integrating holistic education elements like life skills, ethics, and
traditional Indian knowledge systems into its curriculum. This will not only enrich the
educational experience but also contribute significantly to the rejuvenation of the Indian

education system.
NEED OF IKS

Integrating Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) into higher education is essential for
rejuvenating India's educational framework. By incorporating our vast cultural and
intellectual traditions, IKS can enrich students' understanding of various subjects and enhance
their critical thinking abilities. This integration will lead to a more inclusive and culturally

relevant education system, which is vital in our globally connected world.
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Key areas where IKS can be woven into the curriculum include:

e Arts and Humanities: Celebrating classical Indian literature, music, and dance forms.

e Science and Technology: Uncovering the contributions of ancient Indian scientists
and mathematicians.

e Philosophy and Spirituality: Exploring the teachings of Indian philosophers and
spiritual leaders.

e Social Sciences: Examining the principles of Indian political thought and economic

systems.

As India embarks on this transformative journey to rejuvenate its education system through
the integration of IKS, we can expect significant changes. These changes will lead to a more
resilient and inclusive educational framework, enriching the learning experience for students

across the country.

The Indian Knowledge System (IKS) is crucial in merging traditional wisdom with modern
education by integrating ancient practices into contemporary teaching methods. This
approach connects students with India's cultural heritage and encourages innovative thinking
through an interdisciplinary method. By combining traditional knowledge with modern
subjects, IKS offers a comprehensive learning experience that fosters critical thinking, ethical
values, and environmental awareness. It equips students to tackle global challenges by
drawing on enduring cultural foundations. Today's education system prioritizes content over
inquiry, whereas the Indian Knowledge Tradition emphasizes "how to know" over "what to
know." Modern technologies have challenged human existence, and new skill sets must be
introduced to address this. Life skills and practical application of knowledge are crucial, and
integrating 1KS can bring balance to Indian education for a more meaningful life. IKS was
integral to ancient Indian education, with eighteen Vidya Sthanas (schools of learning) taught
at renowned centres like Nalanda and Takshila. The art, architecture, science, technology, and
philosophy of ancient India significantly contributed to the country’s reputation, attracting
both learners and invaders. This vast knowledge base is now vital for knowledge diplomacy

and enhancing India's position globally.

Kautilya’s principles emphasize three core educational outcomes: the generation of new
knowledge, the wisdom to apply this knowledge effectively, and the skills to implement it in
real-life situations. The Indian Knowledge System (IKS) is an expansive trove of traditional
Indian wisdom that spans a multitude of fields, from the ancient Vedic literature to the rich
tapestry of native and tribal folklore. This extensive repository is captured in various
languages, including Sanskrit, Pali, and Prakrit, yet much of it has remained underexplored

for decades.
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IKS encompasses a diverse range of disciplines, including foundational knowledge, science,
engineering, technology, humanities, and social sciences. These subjects are meticulously
categorized, reflecting the depth and breadth of India's cultural and intellectual heritage.

The Need for Adapting Indian Knowledge Systems in Modern Education

Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) are a treasure trove of diverse intellectual traditions that
have evolved over millennia, significantly contributing to mathematics, science, medicine,
philosophy, linguistics, arts, and environmental sustainability. As we strive to create a more
holistic, inclusive, and culturally rooted education framework, integrating IKS into modern
education becomes crucial. This integration will not only help preserve India's cultural
heritage but also enhance critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving skills among

students.
The Overlooked Treasure

Our current education system, shaped largely by Western influences, often neglects the
wealth of indigenous knowledge that offers practical solutions and sustainable practices. For
example, ancient Indian texts like the Charaka Samhita and Sushruta Samhita are treasure
troves of medical knowledge, offering deep insights into medical science and surgery.
Similarly, works like the Aryabhata showcase significant mathematical innovations. Indian
philosophy and yoga, on the other hand, highlight mental well-being, mindfulness, and
ethical living—principles that are incredibly relevant in our fast-paced modern world.
Incorporating these time-tested wisdoms into our education system can provide a more

holistic and culturally enriching learning experience.
Aligning with National Education Policy (NEP) 2020

Incorporating IKS into the current curriculum will promote multidisciplinary learning,
aligning perfectly with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which emphasizes the
importance of a deeply rooted and interconnected education system. By bridging the gap
between traditional wisdom and modern knowledge, this integration will foster a sense of
pride and identity among students. Moreover, it will stimulate research and innovation

anchored in indigenous wisdom.

Embracing Indian Knowledge Systems in our education system is more than just an academic
exercise; it's a step towards creating a generation that values its heritage while being

equipped to solve contemporary problems.
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IKS AND CRITICAL THINKING

IKS focuses on fostering critical thinking and problem-solving skills through traditions such
as Nyaya, which centres on logical reasoning, and Vedanta, which emphasizes self-inquiry.
Incorporating these traditions into educational curricula enhances students' analytical and
reflective abilities, preparing them to navigate complex global challenges. For example,
logical frameworks from IKS can support scientific methodologies and improve
interdisciplinary research. Moreover, IKS nurtures cultural appreciation and identity by
introducing students to the rich heritage of Indian philosophy, art, and science. This education
instills a sense of pride and global citizenship, promoting cross-cultural dialogue and mutual

respect in today's interconnected world.
The Relevance of Indian Knowledge Systems in Today's World

1. The Indian Knowledge System (IKS) is not only a revelation of the past but holds practical
applications for our current scenario. This is why discovering IKS can be enriching for

younger generations:

2. Interdisciplinary Lens: By putting forth interesting academic work in the fields of
philosophy, science, politics, and the arts, 1KS allows access to content that can influence one

in both their professional and personal relationships.

Integrated Perspective: Modern educational systems are often fragmented in their approach,

whereas IKS espouses a holistic vision of life and the universe.

3. Principles of sustainability: Several IKS principles revolve around the concepts of
sustainability and coexistence with the environment, which are of utmost importance in

tackling current environmental issues.

4. Ethical Foundations: The Artha shastra and Yoga Shastra teach important ethics and

morals, providing a solid base for ethical decision-making and effective leadership.

5. Well-being: Ayurveda is an ancient Indian medical system that emphasizes total health
through natural healing, personalized treatments, and preventive care. This becomes more

important as lifestyle-related health problems increase.

6. Stress Management: Yoga, with its Indian roots, supports mental, physical, and spiritual
health. Practices such as poses, breath control, and meditation are proven to reduce stress and

enhance well-being, which is essential in our fast-paced world.

7. Sustainable Living: Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, an Indian concept meaning "the world is
one family," emphasizes the interconnectedness of all life. It advocates for sustainable living,

a crucial approach as we face environmental issues and the urgent need to conserve resources.
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8. Spiritual Growth: Indian teachings such as Vedanta delve into mindfulness, self-awareness,
and understanding reality. They provide guidance on self-improvement and finding life's
purpose, which is especially important as people today seek more meaningful and fulfilling

lives.

9. Innovation: Indian knowledge systems have historically contributed significantly to
astronomy, mathematics, and metallurgy. Innovations like zero, the decimal system, and
trigonometry, which originated in ancient India, remain fundamental in modern education and

technology, underscoring the importance of these contributions to progress.

Mahatma Gandhi once remarked, "A nation's culture resides in the hearts and in the soul of its
people.” Through initiatives like Bharat Vidya, the Indian Knowledge System continues to

guide future generations, emphasizing the enduring influence of ancient wisdom.
Indian Languages in Education

Language is the essence of life. Without it, our world would be enveloped in darkness. Dandli,
the ancient Sanskrit poet, beautifully captured this idea when he said that the brilliance of
words illuminates the universe. Language is the foundation of human thought processes,
making “thinking” itself impossible without it. The philosopher Bhartruhari emphasized this
by stating that there is no knowledge without words; all knowledge is intertwined with

language.

To help individuals think effectively, a strong foundation in language is essential. That's why
language education has always been a fundamental part of the education system. When it
comes to Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) or IKS-based education, Indian languages play an
especially crucial role. IKS is best understood through its basic categories, which are
expressed in Indian language terms. Translating these concepts into English often leads to

significant misunderstandings.

Incorporating Indian languages into education not only preserves our rich linguistic heritage
but also fosters a deeper understanding of our cultural and intellectual traditions. By learning
in their native languages, students can grasp complex ideas more effectively and connect with
their cultural roots, paving the way for a more inclusive and culturally relevant education
system. Discontinuing education in Indian languages would weaken the IKS education
system. Therefore, maintaining a balance between IKS and Indian language education is
crucial for stimulating quality research and fostering harmonious economic growth. This
integration will help achieve the primary objective of NEP2020, which is to develop a

holistic education system that positions Bharat as a global leader once again.

IINRD2505153 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org) b529



http://www.ijnrd.org/

© 2025 IJNRD | Volume 10, Issue 5 May 2025 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | [JNRD.ORG

Conclusion

Embracing the wisdom of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) can ignite curiosity and
transform our perspectives, embodying the universal ideals of "the whole universe is a
family” and "may all be happy.” To truly integrate IKS into modern education, we need to
weave its essence, structure, scope, history, and fundamental concepts into contemporary
textbooks and curricula. This effort should align with broader national initiatives like 'Space
Science," 'Svastha-Bharat,’ and 'Atma-Nirbhar-Bharat," shifting from merely safeguarding
ancient knowledge to actively applying it in meaningful ways. By doing so, India can emerge
as a beacon of progressive knowledge, ensuring that IKS becomes an integral part of
mainstream education, enriching students' learning experiences and fostering a more holistic,
innovative, and inclusive approach to education. However, for effective implementation,
there is a need for curriculum reform, teacher training, and the creation of accessible
resources in both digital and physical formats. The adoption of IKS should not be limited to
history or culture but should extend across STEM, arts, and life skills. Embracing the Indian
Knowledge System will create a more inclusive, resilient, and globally competitive education

system while preserving the invaluable intellectual legacy of India for future generations.
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