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Indian English poetry has achieved remarkable excellence since its inception. Poetry, as an expression of human life,
has existed eternally. India, in fact, has a long-standing tradition of arts and poetry. This study explores the
contributions of 10 prominent Indian poets who have significantly influenced the landscape of English literature in
India. Indian poetry is vibrant, authentic, confident, and diverse, encompassing themes such as social, economic,
political, religious, philosophical, and spiritual matters. This paper examines the different phases of poetry writing
in English by 10 of the most celebrated Indian poets, focusing on the themes they explored. The poets selected for
this study include Kalidasa, Toru Dutt, Rabindranath Tagore, Sri Aurobindo Ghosh, Sarojini Naidu, Nissim Ezekiel,
A.K. Ramanujan, Kamala Das, Jayanta Mahapatra, and Keki N. Daruwalla. By analysing key works of these poets,
this study aims to understand the evolving nature of Indian English poetry and its role in shaping both national and
international literary discourses. The study concludes by reflecting on the significance of these poets in the canon of
Indian literature and their impact on the global literary stage.
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Introduction

Indian English poetry attempts to encapsulate the Indian imagination seeking creative expression through the English
language. Many Indian poets have found English to be a more suitable medium for their creative pursuits than their
native languages. India boasts a rich literary heritage, with poetry occupying a special place in its cultural landscape.

Indian poetry excels in the expression of thought, feeling, emotion, and experience. From ancient times to the present
day, Indian poets have captivated readers with their beautiful verses, profound thoughts, and evocative imagery. In
this study, we explore the top 10 Indian poets and delve into some of their most famous poems. The poets discussed
here have made significant contributions to the genre, each bringing a distinct voice and perspective. This study
highlights the enduring relevance and vibrancy of Indian poetry in English and its role in both Indian and global
literary traditions.

1The Origin of Indian English Poetry

Indian poetry in English began in Bengal, where the British first established a stronghold. Its origin can be traced
back to the colonial period, when British colonization significantly influenced India's literary landscape. Indian poets
have been writing in English since the early 19th century, and their works are widely appreciated worldwide.
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Here are the 10 most famous Indian English poets and their contributions

Kalidasa: An Epic Poet

Kalidasa is best known for his plays and epic poems, which have profoundly influenced Indian literature, art, and
culture. His notable works include:

1. Shakuntala: This masterpiece tells the story of Shakuntala, a beautiful maiden, and her love affair with King
Dushyanta. The play is renowned for its exploration of love, fate, and the complexities of human emotions. A.K.
Warder (1974) says,

The scene of king Dushyanta’s first meeting with Shakuntala epitomizes Kalidasa’s talent for depicting love at first
sight with grace and poetic elegance.

2. Megha Duta: (The Cloud Messenger): A lyrical poem narrating the story of a Yaksha (a celestial being) and
his yearning for his beloved. It is celebrated for its rich imagery and delicate portrayal of love and longing. Mallinatha
(Circa 14™ Century CE), a famous commentator, praised Megha Duta for its intricate use of metaphors and similes.
He highlighted its emotional depth and linguistic precision in his commentary, calling it a perfect example of Kavya
(classical poetry).

3. Raghuvamsa: This epic poem chronicles the history of the Raghu dynasty; of which Lord Rama is a part. It reflects
the ideal qualities of kingship and emphasizes the importance of Dharma. According to Mallinatha’s commentary
(14% — 15" century), ‘Sanjivani’, he extolled the linguistic elegance, poetic mastery and vivid descriptions of nature
and characters in the epic.

Kalidasa's poetry is a cornerstone of classical Sanskrit literature, representing the pinnacle of artistic achievement in
ancient India.

The Indian Shakespeare

Often regarded as the Shakespeare of India, Kalidasa was a classical Sanskrit poet and playwright. His magnum
opus, Shakuntala, is considered a masterpiece of Indian literature.

Kalidasa travelled widely across India, drawing inspiration from the country's diverse landscapes. His lyrical beauty
and profound insights into human nature flourished during the Gupta Empire, often referred to as the "Golden Age
of India".

Religious Poet

Kalidasa was a devout follower of Vedic Sanatana Dharma. He believed in the principles of Dharma, Artha, Kama,
and Moksha. A Shiva devotee and an optimist, Kalidasa viewed life as a valuable opportunity, even though he
regarded death as a natural conclusion.
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His works reflect his firm belief in religion and spirituality. He was well-versed in rhetoric, dramatic theory, and
philosophy, which he seamlessly integrated into his poetry.

Subject of His Poetry

Kalidasa's works have been widely read in India. His themes of love between man and woman were highly
appreciated, making his poetry timeless and universally appealing. His ability to vary his themes ensured that his
readers never grew weary of his work.

Kalidasa’s literary glory lies in the quality of his writing. Despite his limited oeuvre, his intellectual depth and
spiritual insight remain unparalleled in classical literature.

The Poet's Greatness

The true greatness of a poet lies in their ability to captivate readers across generations. Kalidasa’s works have stood
the test of time, earning admiration for their portrayal of natural beauty, love, and divine themes.
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His poetry remains a symbol of classical Indian literary excellence, often reflected in the works of Indian authors
writing in English.

A World Poet: Rabindranath Tagore

Rabindranath Tagore was one of the greatest writers in the history of Indian literature. He won the Nobel prize for
literature in 1913. Though he wrote in almost all literary genres, it is his poetry for which he was internationally
recognised. ‘Geetanjali’is considered as his masterpiece and his most famous collection is ‘The Gardiner’, ‘Fruit
Gathering’, ‘Fugitive’ and other poems.

Tagore, the poet known to the Readers

Tagore wrote his first verse when he was only 8 years old. Like a poet born to compose, verses subsequently poured
naturally from his pen. Tagore published “Sandhya Sangit” (Evening Songs) in 1882 and “Prabhat Sangit”
(Morning Songs) in 1883 and secured his place among most distinguished poets of his era. Interest in the observation
of ordinary people's lives in ordinary situations found expression in poems published under the title “Chabi O Gan”
(pictures and songs).

The Age of Twenty: Drama

In 1881 at the age of twenty, Tagore wrote his first dramatic piece “Valmiki Pratibha” (The Genius of Valmiki),
which was shown at Tagore's mansion in Kolkata. His dramas are so popular today that they are still staged in India
and Bangladesh theatres.

Tagore's offerings to the world

Tagore's ‘Gitanjali’ is a collection of devotional songs that explore the poet's relationship with God. ‘Fruit Gathering’
reflects his deep spirituality and philosophical outlook on life. ‘Stray Birds’ is epigrammatic verses that tells his
thought on life, nature and the human experience. His works are deeply intertwined with the cultural, spiritual and
social fabric of India.

In 1913, he received the Nobel prize for literature for his great English composition ‘Gitanjali’ (song offerings). He
was the first Indian and first Asian to resume this award. The Nobel prize in hands to his reputation not only in India
but worldwide. But he faced criticisms,
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E.M. Forster (1921) praised the lyrical beauty of ‘Gitanjali’ but criticised its respective themes of devotion and
spiritual surrender, which he found monotonous over time.

In 1971, newly independent Bangladesh chose one of Tagore's songs ‘Amar Sonar Bangla’, (My Golden Bengal) as
its national anthem. Perhaps, Tagore is the only poet whose songs have been adopted as national anthems by two
different countries, India and Bangladesh.

Poetry as Journey

Tagore's poetic life is a journey that represents “Every journey as a pilgrimage”. He enjoyed traveling and made
many friends abroad, contributing his writings to the common people. Tagore's last pilgrimage ended on August 7,
1941. He was 80 years old. His poem A Farewell poignantly addresses themes of death and departure.

End of His Journey

Tagore's writing included non-fictional prose, essays, articles, religious and philosophical treatises, journals,
memoirs, lectures, discourses, history, polemics, letters, and travel accounts. He dictated his last poem before his
death, and leading newspapers worldwide paid tribute to him as “India's greatest man of letters”. Rabindranath
Tagore is truly a gift to Indian literature.
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Indian culture in Tagore's Poems

Rabindranath Tagore’s poetic journey transcends boundaries, class, and caste. Tagore is a world poet who infused
the message of peace and love through his poetry. He wrote about the lives of common people, including those in
the West suffering from troubles, tortures, anxiety, and tensions in a world on the brink of war. Tagore spread Indian
culture across the globe, serving as a cultural ambassador. He remains a symbol of the intellectual and artistic
vibrancy of India and an enduring figure in world literature.

Nissim Ezekiel: A Classical Poet

Nissim Ezekiel is an unforgettable name in Indian English poetry, often hailed as the father of modern Indian English
poetry. His consistent commitment to the craft, authenticity of articulation, and sincerity of purpose mark his
significant contributions to literature. Ezekiel’s work reflects Indian social realities and urban life, often focusing on
the stories of ordinary men and women. His poetry portrays the essence of Indian life, capturing its attitudes,
manners, and speech, which serve as essential elements in his poetic expressions. Known for his innovative use of
irony, Ezekiel introduced new tones to Indian poetry, steering it away from excessive emotion and onto a more
contemporary track. He is celebrated as the first Indian poet to express modern Indian sensibilities in a modern idiom.
His poetry, deeply rooted in "Indianness"”, underscores his commitment to and love for his country.

Poet of Indian Sensibilities

Indianness is a predominant theme in Ezekiel’s poetry, reflecting his straightforward and realistic approach to
expression. He avoids sentimentality, presenting life and its realities without embellishment. Indian English writing
often encapsulates the author’s cultural, socio-political, and religious background, and Ezekiel’s devotion to Bombay
(Mumbai) and its vibrant life is evident throughout his works. The term "Indianness” in his poetry encompasses the
essence of Indian tradition, culture, and the rhythms of daily life. Ezekiel’s verses shine a light on societal realities
such as poverty, superstitions, and urban challenges, while also showcasing a reverence for Indian spiritual values.

4
A Representative Poet of Indian Modernism

Ezekiel occupies a prominent place in the history of modern Indian English poetry. Writing in the simple language
of ordinary Indians, his poetry connects deeply with readers, making him a representative poet of Indian Modernism.
His profound interest in Modernism set him apart and established him as a leading figure in the school of modern
Indian English poetry. By weaving Indian culture, traditions, and everyday experiences into his work, Ezekiel
brought innovation and uniqueness to the art form.

Sense of Contemporaneity

Ezekiel’s keen observation of his surroundings breathes life into his poetry. Everyday objects, situations, and
conditions of Indian life become poetic subjects, reflecting his ability to renew and experiment with poetic
expression. His works explore themes of identity, alienation, and the complexities of urban life in post-colonial India.
His first poetry collection, 4 Time to Change, reveals his struggle with identity and quest for self-understanding.
Keki N. Daruwalla (1990), while reflecting on Ezekiel’s legacy,

Daruwalla represented the poet’s early grappling with themes that would dominate his later career.

Later works, like Sixty Poems, include celebrated pieces such as Night of the Scorpion, Enterprise, and Poet,
Lover, Birdwatcher, which are admired for their clarity, vivid imagery, and philosophical depth. K.R. Srinivasa
Iyengar (1962) appreciates in his criticism,

Ezekiel’s ability to vividly portray rural Indian life while engaging with universal human emotions. He highlights
the poem’s exploration of maternal love and its critical stance on superstition, emphasizing Ezekiel s nuanced
perspective on tradition and modernity.

Indianness as a Core Theme

Ezekiel’s characters and situations are deeply rooted in Indian culture, making his poetry relatable and accessible to
the average reader. His works often blend traditional verse forms with free verse, maintaining a balance between
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simplicity and depth. He avoids obscurity and emotional excess, ensuring his poetry resonates with both common
and sophisticated audiences. Indianness remains the cornerstone of Ezekiel’s poetic expressions, showcasing his
profound connection to India’s people, culture, and traditions. Sharing his personal experiences through his poems,
Ezekiel emerges as a luminary in Indian English literature.

A Lasting Legacy

Nissim Ezekiel remains a towering figure in Indian English poetry. His profound contributions continue to be studied
and celebrated for shaping and advancing the field of Indian English poetry. His works, rich in cultural roots,
emotional insight, and subtle cynicism, ensure his place as one of the greatest poets in Indian literary history. A
symbol of the intellectual and artistic vibrancy of India and an enduring figure in world literature.

Toru Dutt: A Pioneer in Indian Literary History

Toru Lata Dutt was an exceptional pioneer in the history of Indian literature. A natural linguist, she became proficient
in Bengali, English, French, and later Sanskrit, despite her short life. Toru Dutt's works reflect the Indian belief in
the supremacy of fate in human life, and she is often celebrated as the first Indian poetess to write in both French
and English.

5
A Devoted Sibling and Poet

Toru shared a close bond with her sister, Aru Dutt, who was her constant companion in studies and poetry translations
from French to English. Their collaboration brought happiness and literary growth, but this harmony was disrupted
when Aru passed away from consumption. Toru's love for her siblings is poignantly expressed in her famous poem
“Our Casuarina Tree”, where the memories of the tree symbolize her deep affection and cherished moments with
her siblings.

A SKkilled Translator

Toru Dutt, with Aru, translated several French poems into English, reflecting their family's literary legacy. Initially,
her writings received limited attention, but her talent gradually gained recognition. Despite her brief career, Toru's
works remain exemplary, widely regarded as among the finest in Indian-English literature.

Eloquent Poetic Diction

Toru's poetry is distinguished by its eloquent diction and rhetorical clarity, demonstrating her remarkable literary
acumen. She drew inspiration from classics like Milton's Paradise Lost, which influenced her reflective and evocative
style. Poems like “Our Casuarina Tree” transcend time and cultural boundaries, showcasing her distinctive poetic
approach.

Themes of Identity and Nostalgia

Dutt's poetry often explores identity, belonging, and alienation as an Indian writing in English. Her dual heritage—
Indian and Western—shaped her works, which reflect the complexities of living between these worlds. Poems like
“Our Casuarina Tree” evoke nostalgia and emotional ties to nature, while themes such as love, loss, and death
resonate deeply, often drawing from her personal experiences. Her ability to convey Indian culture and spirituality
in a foreign language is particularly remarkable.

A Short but Significant Legacy

Toru Dutt’s literary contributions continue to be studied and admired for their emotional depth, unique blend of
Indian and Western elements, and impact on early Indian-English literature. Her work remains pivotal in discussions
of post-colonial literature, identity, and cross-cultural literary exchanges. Despite passing away at the young age of
21, her legacy endures.

Notable Works

Toru Dutt’s significant contributions to Indian literature include:
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A Sheaf Gleaned in French Fields: A collection of French poems translated into English, showcasing her deep
appreciation for French literature.

Ancient Ballads and Legends of Hindustan (1882, posthumously published): A reinterpretation of Indian myths
and legends.

Our Casuarina Tree: A deeply emotional poem recalling her childhood and her bond with her siblings.
A creeper climbs, in whose embraces bound / No other tree could live.

K.R. Srinivasa Iyengar (1959) emphasises how this line symbolizes the intertwining of memory and nature, where
the tree becomes a living memorial of Dutt’s past.

Bianca, or the Young Spanish Maiden (1878): A novel highlighting her storytelling abilities.
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Toru Dutt's works remain a testament to her remarkable talent and her contribution to Indian and global literature.
Dutt’s poetic maturity, appreciating her use of symbolism and the interconnection of nature with themes of death and
immortality. (M.K. Naik 1982)

Hall of Fame: Sri Aurobindo Ghosh

Sri Aurobindo Ghosh is one of the few Indian poets who seamlessly blended Western and Eastern poetic sensibilities.
A master of all poetic genres, his works explore metaphysical themes and convey his ardent philosophy of life and
mystic thoughts. His poetry is not only pleasing and moving but also inspiring and elevating, showcasing excellent
narrative and lyrical skills. Among his most famous works are The Life Divine and Savitri.

Aurobindo, a great nationalist and freedom fighter, centered his works around the theme of ‘The Life Divine’. He
believed, “Man is a transitional being ”, and that the step from man to Superman is the next inevitable achievement
in the evolution of the earth, aligning with the inner spirit and "the logic of Nature's process".

“Man is a transitional being, a bridge between the lower and the higher existence”.

K. D. Sethna (1940) highlighted in his critical analyses that Aurobindo’s portrayal of man as a being in transition,
moving toward a higher consciousness and divine life. Writing in a classical style, Aurobindo brought inspiration to
life through his poetry.

Poetic Inspiration and Vision

Aurobindo believed that inspiration was central to poetry, declaring that, “Where there is no inspiration, there can
be no poetry”. In his masterpiece Savitri, an epic poem, he delves into themes of love, death, and immortality,
reflecting his spiritual philosophy. But also, a constructive criticism was passed on,

“The dim — masked hooded godheads rode by her side” (K.D. Sethna 1947)

Sethna suggested that the above phrase might lack the luminous quality typically associated with divine imagery in
‘Savitri’.

His The Synthesis of Yoga outlines principles and practices for spiritual evolution, which remain influential in
spiritual and academic circles.

Sri Aurobindo and Indian Aesthetics

His seminal work, The Future Poetry, explores English poetry in its first part and presents a manifesto of mystic
poetry in the latter. His works exhibit a clear vision and his poetic language reflects his role as a global literary figure.
As apolitical leader, he emphasized revolutionary organizations to liberate India from British rule. The Future Poetry
critically examines the potential of English poetry and its future possibilities.

The Essence of Poetry

Sri Aurobindo believed in the union of truth and beauty, emphasizing that poetry should evoke the "delight of the
soul" and reflect deeper realities. His focus on rhythm made his poetry timeless, offering readers a sensory and visual
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experience. As a fine scholar, he systematically studied poetry and adorned his thoughts with aesthetic beauty,
making profound concepts accessible to others.

7
The Nightingale of India: Sarojini Naidu

Sarojini Naidu, known as “The Nightingale of India”’, was a renowned poet and freedom fighter. She played a pivotal
role in the Indian independence movement and contributed significantly to Indian English poetry. Her poems reflect
the beauty of India, its traditions, and the struggles of its people. Known for their vivid imagery and deep emotional
resonance, her works celebrate India’s cultural richness and patriotic spirit.

Poetess and Leader

Sarojini Naidu gave a new dimension to Indian poetry in English and was a remarkable leader. As the first Indian
woman president of the Indian National Congress, she played a key role in bringing Indian women into the national
consciousness. Close to Mahatma Gandhi, who affectionately called her "Mickey Mouse", she worked tirelessly for
India’s freedom.

Ink and Revolution of Life

Naidu used poetry as a weapon in her struggle for independence. Her poems mourn India’s suffering while
celebrating its defiant spirit and hope. Her works resonate with the lives of common Indian women, portraying
festivals, weaving, and daily life with depth and authenticity. She encouraged women to rise against oppression,
famously stating, “When there is oppression, the only self-respecting thing is to rise and say this shall cease today,
because justice is my right”.

Themes of Her Works

Sarojini Naidu's poetry encompasses themes of love, nature, and patriotism. Her notable works include The Golden
Threshold (1905), which celebrates India’s landscapes and culture; The Bird of Time, which delves into folklore and
myth; and The Broken Wings, which reflects her patriotism and emotional depth. As both a literary figure and a
freedom fighter, Naidu’s legacy remains unique and influential in Indian history. In the preface, Edmund Gosse
(1905) encouraged Naidu’s poetic pursuits and remarked on her lyrical quality and unique imagery, stating, “She
sings as the bird sings, quite spontaneously and without effort.” Her ‘The Broken Wings’ lines,

“I dreamed I was a wounded bird / That strayed to seek its northern skies, / But found no healings in the dales, / No
solace in the crystal springs.”

P.E. Dustoor(1920s) emphasized the poignant imagery and emotional depth, noting how Naidu’s use of
nature as a reflection of inner turmoil added universal appeal to her work.

A.K. Ramanujan: A Prominent Indo-Anglian Poet

A.K. Ramanujan is a renowned bilingual poet who writes in both English and Kannada. His poetry reflects “an
Indian sensibility sharpened and conditioned by Western education”. Often regarded as a “perfect poet”, he
seamlessly blends language, imagery, and themes in his works. Irony is his forte, and his poetry, characterized by
both delicacy and complexity, mirrors the intricate spiral of a shell. His use of language is distinguished by
excellence, epigrammatic brevity, austerity, and classical simplicity. Themes of family and psychological realism
prominently feature in his poetry, reflecting his deeply personal yet universally relatable experiences.

Modern Western Culture in Ramanujan’s Poetry

Ramanujan believed poetry connects deeply with real life. His exposure to American culture
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influenced his perspectives, including his reflection on superstitions, such as the belief in hell and its tortures. This
cultural interplay between Western rationality and Eastern mysticism imbues his poetry with depth and complexity.
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Craftsmanship and Distinctive Imagery

Among Indo-Anglian poets, Ramanujan stands out for his exceptional craftsmanship. His rigorous dedication to
poetry earned him a place among the greatest masters of the English language. His imagery is vivid and striking, as
seen in his description of a snake: “writing a sibilant alphabet of flurry on my floor”. This use of mixed imagery and
musicality in words exemplifies his mastery. His poetry is a harmonious blend of Indian and Western traditions,
creating a unique literary style. Through his writings, Ramanujan emphasizes the significance of familial connections
and the closeness of long-remembered relationships.

Style of Writing

Ramanujan’s poetry emerges from his rich experiences, encompassing literature, culture, and personal life. His works
encompass a wide range of realities, blending traditional and modern elements effortlessly. A hallmark of his writing
is his remarkable ability to balance tradition with modernity without creating confusion.

His poetry is celebrated for its clarity, precision, and exploration of themes such as identity, memory, culture, and
the interplay between the past and present. In The Striders (1966), he explores themes of alienation, cultural
dislocation, and the search for identity. /¢ is often interpreted as a meditation on perception, movement and the natural
world. His unique position as a poet navigating between Indian and Western cultures is highlighted in the words of
Makarand Paranjape (1990). In Relations (1971), he delves into the complexities of human relationships, especially
within Indian family dynamics. These collections exemplify his linguistic mastery and ability to bridge diverse
cultural worlds. is often interpreted as a meditation on perception, movement and the natural world.

In summary, A.K. Ramanujan’s poetry is a perfect amalgamation of traditional and modern elements, offering a
profound exploration of life, identity, and culture through an Indo-Anglian lens.

The Mother of Modern Indian Poetry: Kamala Das (Kamala Suraiya)

Kamala Das stands as a bold and revolutionary voice in modern Indian poetry. Known for her disarming honesty,
she addressed themes such as love, sexuality, menstruation, and the struggles of life with striking Candor. While
Malayalam readers recognized her as Madhavi Kutty, her English audience knew her as Kamala Das. She is
renowned for her confessional style of writing, delving deep into women's emotions, experiences, and societal
struggles. According to Das, a woman had to prove herself as a homemaker before pursuing anything else. Her works
vividly portray menstruation, puberty, love, lust, lesbian encounters, child marriage, infidelity, and physical intimacy,
breaking barriers in a patriarchal society. Despite facing criticism, Kamala Das championed equality for women and
expressed their personal and professional challenges through her writing.

Confessional Poet of India

Kamala Das's autobiography, along with her poetry, reflects her life experiences and her candid exploration of female
sexuality, earning her the title of a confessional poet. She fearlessly experimented with her craft, garnering
recognition across India and abroad. Her openness and forthright discussions about women's lives made her an
iconoclast of her generation.

9
The Poet for Indian Women

Her poems resonate with women's lives, showcasing their struggles inside and outside the home. In one poignant
piece, she describes women as "dolls who had lost their heads and would remain headless for eternity”. Das’s
exploration of emotional deprivation, loneliness, and loveless marriages has left an enduring impact. Her honest
depiction of female pleasure and the harsh realities of marriage solidified her legacy as a pioneering feminist voice
in Indian literature.

Confessional Style of Writing

Kamala Das’s works, such as Summer in Calcutta (1965) and The Descendants, delve into themes of love, longing,
and emotional introspection. A.K. Ramanujan (1966), in his critical analysis, remarks on the “confessional” style of
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Kamala Das, where she expresses a deep sense of longing and vulnerability in her poetry, which is evident in
‘Summer in Calcutta.” He states that her work brings forth a new era of female poetry in India. The Old Playhouse
critiques the institution of marriage with rhythmic and candid depictions of female experiences. Her fearless
expression and defiance of societal norms make her a central figure in Indian English literature.

Sociological Poet: Jayanta Mahapatra

Jayanta Mahapatra is a prominent post-Independence Indian poet whose vivid imagery often draws from the
landscapes of Orissa. His poetry reflects human relationships, history, culture, and the socio-economic realities of
India, including poverty, illiteracy, and underdevelopment. Silence is central to his poetry, creating an atmosphere
for reflection and profound meaning. Mahapatra's exploration of sexuality adds a captivating dimension to his works.

Indian Sensibility in His Poetry

Mahapatra’s poems, like ‘Dawn at Puri’ and ‘Main Temple Street’, Puri, evoke the atmosphere of sacred places while
blending personal emotions with universal themes.

’

“The sun, like an enormous stone, lay over the sea” — This line emphasizes the heavy, almost oppressive presence
of the sun, hinting at the burden of time and the weight of existence in the natural world. In the review of Mahapatra’s
work, discusses how the imagery in Dawn at Puri is symbolic of the poet’s internal conflict and his struggle to
reconcile with his own cultural heritage and spirituality (Keki N. Daruwalla 1997).

His masterpiece Relationship won the Sahitya Akademi Award for its profound meditation on personal and societal
connections. His ability to intertwine indigenous traditions with English literary techniques has made him a unique
voice in modern Indian poetry.

Life and Time in Poetry: Keki N. Daruwalla

Keki N. Daruwalla is a distinguished modern Indian English poet known for his vivid imagery and intellectual depth.
His works often address urban landscapes, cultural complexities, and socio-political issues. Daruwalla’s poetry is
marked by a sharp focus on human suffering, resilience, and the darker aspects of life.

Poetic Base of Daruwalla

As a Parsi poet, Daruwalla brings rich cultural and historical perspectives to his works, often exploring themes like
the rituals of his faith and the realities of Indian society. His poems are
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unsentimental, delving deeply into the human condition with an unflinching gaze. Works like’ Under the Shadow of
the Rising Sun’ (1998) and ‘A Summer of Tigers’ showcase his intricate language and thematic depth. Sushma Joshi,
a critic, who highlights how Daruwalla uses a conservative narrative to reflect on India’s cultural decline.

Violence and Conflict

Daruwalla’s poetry frequently grapples with violence, conflict, and injustice, offering a critique of modern
civilization. His exploration of history, myth, and personal experiences provides readers with a profound
understanding of the complexities of human existence.

Conclusion

These ten poets have left an indelible mark on Indian literature and continue to inspire generations with their
profound thoughts, evocative imagery and lyrical beauty. These poets influence on Indian writing in English cannot
be overstated. Their poems reflect the diverse cultural and linguistic heritage of India, offering glimpses into the
human experience and the complexities of life. Exploring their works is a delightful journey that allows us to
appreciate the power and beauty of poetry.
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