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ABSTRACT 

Solubility plays a crucial role in the preparation and effectiveness of Homeopathic mother tinctures and low-

potency remedies, ensuring efficient extraction and uniform medicinal strength. The choice of solvent typically 

alcohol or water directly influences which active constituents are dissolved and retained in the final 

preparation. Turbidity may arise during dilution or administration due to solubility shifts, spontaneous 

emulsification, pH changes, or interactions between alcohol and aqueous extracts. While turbidity doesn’t 

always indicate spoilage, it can signal instability if accompanied by changes in odour or colour.  

KEYWORDS: Solubility, Turbidity, Mother tinctures. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

Mother tinctures are primary extracts derived from plants and animals. They are prepared by percolation and 

maceration of the raw materials in a solvent, typically alcohol or water, to extract their active components. 

This process creates a tincture that retains the medicinal properties of the original substance. They are the 

starting point for creating various Homoeopathic medicines and can be used directly or further diluted or 

succussed to create different potencies. It is a common practice among many homoeopaths to recommend 

mother tinctures particularly, when they are to be administered in combination with water. Mother tinctures 

may become turbid upon the addition of water or alcohol, during the preparation of further potencies or when 

administering diluted doses with water, potentially causing concern among both patients and practitioners. A 

clear understanding of the solubility characteristics of the phytoconstituents can provide valuable insight into 

the underlying causes and nature of these reactions. 

OBJECTIVES: 

To investigate the physicochemical basis of turbidity formation in Homeopathic mother tinctures following 

dilution with water and alcohol. 

To understand the importance of solubility of phytoconstituents in the preparation of mother tinctures and 

further potencies. 

IMPORTANCE OF SOLUBILITY IN HOMOEOPATHIC MOTHER TINCTURE AND LOW 

POTENCY PREPARATIONS. 

Solubility, the phenomenon of dissolution of solute in solvent to give a homogenous system, is one of the 

important parameters to achieve desired concentration of drug in systemic circulation for desired (anticipated) 

pharmacological response.   

1.Efficient Extraction of Active Constituents: 

- Only soluble compounds can be extracted into the tincture medium (usually alcohol or water). 
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- Insoluble substances remain in the residue and do not contribute to therapeutic effects. 

2.Uniform Medicinal Strength: 

- Solubility ensures that the correct concentration of active ingredients is present in every batch. 

- This is essential for standardization and reproducibility in Homeopathic practice. 

3.Choice of Solvent (Menstrum): 

- Alcohol is preferred because it dissolves a wide range of phytochemicals including alkaloids, resins, 

glycosides, and essential oils. 

- Water is used for mucilage, tannins, and some minerals, but has limited solubility for many plant compounds. 

4.Avoiding Precipitation or Turbidity: 

- Poor solubility can lead to cloudiness or sedimentation, especially in resin or mucilage-rich tinctures. 

- This affects the appearance, stability, and filtration of the tincture. 

5.Pharmacological Potency: 

- The bioavailability of the remedy depends on how well the active compounds are dissolved. 

- Soluble compounds are more readily absorbed by the body. 

CAUSES OF TURBIDITY  

1. Solubility Shift 

Many plant compounds (like essential oils, resins, flavonoids) are soluble in ethanol but not in water. 

When you dilute a mother tincture with water, the ethanol concentration drops. 

This causes less soluble compounds to precipitate, forming tiny particles that scatter light hence, turbidity. 

2. Spontaneous Emulsification 

Similar to the Ouzo Effect, some oils form stable emulsions when water is added, creating a cloudy appearance 

without actual precipitation. Example: Balsamum peruvianum mother tincture turns turbid on the addition of 

water when it is been administered in aqueous media. 

3. Alcohol Addition to Aqueous Extracts 

If alcohol is added to a water-based tincture, it can cause protein denaturation or coagulation of 

polysaccharides, leading to turbidity. 

4. Mucilage gets precipitated 

When alcohol is to a mucilage rich mother tincture, it reduces the polarity of the solution. This change in 

solvent environment causes the mucilage to precipitate, as it is less soluble in alcohol than in water.  

5. pH Changes 

Adding water or alcohol can alter the pH, affecting solubility of certain acidic or basic compounds, which may 

then precipitate. 

PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS 

 Turbidity doesn’t always mean spoilage it can be a natural result of solubility dynamics. 

 However, excessive turbidity may indicate instability or improper storage, especially if accompanied 

by odour or colour changes. 

 Pharmacopoeias often recommend storing tinctures in dark, airtight containers to minimize 

degradation. 
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