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Abstract: The isolation of chitosan from dipteran insects represents a critical milestone in the development of 

novel antimicrobial biomaterials. Through systematic analysis of contemporary research, this investigation 

explores diverse extraction methodologies, physicochemical characteristics, and antimicrobial mechanisms 

across multiple fly species. The findings reveal significant species dependent variations in antimicrobial efficacy 

that correlate with molecular weight distribution, degree of deacetylation, crystallinity, and processing 

parameters. These insights provide essential guidance for developing targeted therapeutic interventions and next 

generation biomedical materials based on species optimized chitosan formulations. The elucidation of structure 

function relationships establishes a foundation for customizing chitosan derivatives for specific antimicrobial 

applications while addressing sustainability considerations through alternative insect-based chitosan sources. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Chitosan at a Glance 

Chitosan, a linear polysaccharide derived from the deacetylation of chitin, has garnered significant attention in 

the field of contemporary medical research. Chitin, the second most abundant natural polymer after cellulose, is 

found in the exoskeletons of crustaceans, insects, and the cell walls of fungi. Through the process of deacetylation, 

chitin is converted into chitosan, a biopolymer known for its remarkable properties. Its unique properties, 

including biocompatibility, biodegradability, and broad-spectrum antimicrobial activity, have positioned it as a 

valuable resource in biomedical applications (Zhang et al., 2023). Chitosan is well-regarded for its 

biocompatibility, making it safe for use in various medical applications without eliciting an adverse immune 

response. Additionally, its biodegradability ensures that it breaks down naturally within biological systems, 

minimizing environmental impact (Hosney et al., 2022). The distinctive attributes of chitosan have positioned it 

as a valuable resource in various biomedical applications. Its use spans wound healing, drug delivery, tissue 

engineering, and water purification (Ngomo et al., 2024). In wound healing, for instance, chitosan-based 

dressings promote rapid healing and provide antimicrobial protection. In drug delivery, chitosan's ability to form 

nanoparticles enables targeted and controlled release of therapeutics (Cheung et al., 2015). One of the standout 

features of chitosan is its broad-spectrum antimicrobial activity. It has been shown to be effective against a wide 

range of microorganisms, including bacteria, fungi, and viruses (Younes & Rinaudo, 2015). This antimicrobial 

property is attributed to chitosan's ability to disrupt microbial cell membranes, leading to cell death. 

Traditionally, chitosan has been sourced from crustacean shells. However, the exploration of alternative sources, 

such as dipteran (fly) species, offers a sustainable and potentially superior option. This shift addresses 

sustainability concerns associated with conventional sources and opens new avenues for research and application. 

Understanding the variations in chitosan's properties based on its source is crucial for optimizing its use in 

biomedical applications. Species-specific differences in molecular characteristics and functional efficacy can lead 
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to tailored therapeutic applications and enhanced antimicrobial efficacy. The increasing interest in chitosan and 

its diverse applications underscores its importance as a biomaterial in modern medicine. Continued research and 

innovation in this field hold promise for the development of advanced biomedical technologies and sustainable 

solutions (Ngomo et al., 2024). 

1.2 Innovative Chitosan Source 

Chitosan production has traditionally relied on crustacean shells as the primary raw material, particularly from 

shrimp, crab, and lobster processing waste (Younes & Rinaudo, 2015). This conventional approach dominated 

the industry for decades due to the abundant availability of these marine byproducts and established extraction 

methodologies (Hosney et al., 2022). However, the last decade has witnessed a significant paradigm shift in 

chitosan sourcing strategies, with increasing interest in dipteran species (fly families) as alternative sources. 

This transition toward insect-derived chitosan has been driven by multiple factors. First, sustainability concerns 

regarding marine ecosystems and fishing practices have prompted researchers to explore more environmentally 

responsible alternatives (Fernandez-Saiz et al., 2023). Overfishing and habitat destruction associated with 

crustacean harvesting have raised ecological concerns about traditional chitosan production methods. The 

growing insect farming industry, particularly black soldier fly (Hermetia illucens) cultivation for protein 

production, has created new opportunities for chitosan extraction from insect exoskeletons as valuable byproducts 

(Kim et al., 2023). As Rahman et al. (2023) note, these insect farms offer controlled production environments 

that can ensure consistent raw material quality compared to seasonally variable marine sources. 

Recent research has revealed that dipteran-derived chitosan often exhibits superior physicochemical properties 

compared to its crustacean counterparts. Chen et al. (2024) demonstrated that black soldier fly chitosan possesses 

enhanced antimicrobial activity against a broader spectrum of pathogens. Similarly, Rodriguez-Garcia et al. 

(2024) documented that house fly (Musca domestica) chitosan exhibits exceptional antifungal properties due to 

its unique surface charge distribution.  The molecular weight distribution of dipteran chitosan tends to fall within 

ranges more suitable for biomedical applications. Lee et al. (2023) found that the lower molecular weight profiles 

characteristic of many dipteran-derived chitosans contribute to improved solubility and bioavailability in 

pharmaceutical formulations. This attribute makes these materials particularly promising for drug delivery 

systems and tissue engineering applications. 

Extraction methodologies have evolved significantly to optimize the production of insect-derived chitosan. 

Wilson et al. (2024) developed novel isolation techniques specifically tailored to dipteran exoskeletons, resulting 

in higher yields and purity levels compared to traditional methods. These advancements have made insect-derived 

chitosan increasingly competitive from both economic and performance perspectives. The research community 

has also made substantial progress in characterizing the structure-function relationships unique to dipteran 

chitosan. Thompson et al. (2024) conducted comparative analyses of antimicrobial mechanisms, revealing that 

the specific chemical modifications present in insect-derived chitosan enhance their interactions with microbial 

cell membranes, explaining their superior antimicrobial efficacy. 

Clinical applications of these novel chitosan sources are beginning to emerge. Patel et al. (2023) reported 

promising results using dipteran chitosan in wound healing applications, where the material's enhanced 

antimicrobial properties proved particularly beneficial in managing chronic infections. These findings suggest 

that insect-derived chitosan may eventually replace traditional sources in many medical applications. This 

paradigm shift represents a crucial development in sustainable biomaterial production, aligning with broader 

circular economy principles while potentially offering enhanced performance characteristics (Wang et al., 2024). 

As analytical techniques continue to advance, researchers are uncovering more detailed insights into the structural 

and functional attributes that differentiate these chitosan sources, further accelerating this transition toward 

insect-derived alternatives. 

 

 

1.3 Why Dipteran Chitosan? 
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The systematic investigation of species-specific variations in chitosan properties has emerged as a critical 

frontier in biomaterials research, opening significant opportunities for tailored therapeutic applications and 

enhanced antimicrobial interventions. This growing body of research reveals that chitosan's structural and 

functional characteristics vary substantially depending on its biological source, with profound implications for 

biomedical applications (Hernández-Rangel et al., 2023). Recent studies have demonstrated that chitosan's 

antimicrobial efficacy varies considerably across source species. Kim et al. (2022) documented that Antarctic 

krill-derived chitosan exhibits particularly potent activity against foodborne pathogens compared to chitosan 

from tropical crustacean species. Similarly, Zhang and Wang (2023) revealed that chitosan extracted from the 

fungus Aspergillus niger demonstrates superior antifungal properties against pathogenic Candida species, 

highlighting the importance of source selection for specific therapeutic targets. 

The molecular architecture of chitosan—particularly its degree of deacetylation (DD) and molecular weight 

distribution—exhibits significant species-dependent variation. Martinez-Lopez et al. (2023) established that these 

structural parameters directly influence chitosan's antimicrobial mechanisms and drug delivery potential. Their 

research demonstrated that precise control of DD can enhance chitosan's ability to penetrate bacterial biofilms, a 

crucial advantage in treating persistent infections. Dipteran-derived chitosans have garnered particular attention 

for their unique physicochemical profiles. Rodriguez-Garcia et al. (2024) documented distinctive structure-

property relationships in insect-derived chitosan that contribute to enhanced biological activity. Their 

comprehensive analysis revealed that house fly chitosan possesses a unique surface charge distribution that 

facilitates stronger interactions with fungal cell membranes, explaining its exceptional antifungal efficacy. 

The biodegradation kinetics of chitosan also exhibits source-dependent variation, with significant implications 

for controlled release applications. Nakamura et al. (2023) conducted comparative analyses of various source 

chitosans, discovering distinct degradation profiles that could be strategically exploited for time-controlled drug 

delivery systems. This research underscores the importance of source selection when designing chitosan-based 

pharmaceutical formulations with specific release requirements. Clinical applications have begun to reflect this 

nuanced understanding of species-specific variations. Johnson and Patel (2024) conducted a randomized 

controlled trial utilizing species-optimized chitosan formulations for chronic wound management, reporting 

significantly improved healing outcomes compared to generic chitosan preparations. Their findings provide 

compelling evidence that tailored, species-specific chitosan selection can translate to measurable clinical benefits. 

Advanced characterization techniques have been instrumental in uncovering the molecular basis for these 

variations. Lombardi et al. (2024) employed sophisticated analytical methods to reveal previously unidentified 

structural features in marine-derived chitosans that directly correlate with their biomedical performance. 

Similarly, Kim et al. (2023) utilized advanced spectroscopic techniques to elucidate the molecular mechanisms 

underlying the superior antimicrobial properties of black soldier fly chitosan. The synergistic potential of species-

specific chitosan with conventional therapeutic agents represents another promising research direction. Torres-

Giner et al. (2024) demonstrated that shrimp-derived chitosan exhibits unique synergistic effects when combined 

with conventional antibiotics against resistant Staphylococcus aureus strains. This finding suggests that strategic 

selection of chitosan source could enhance the efficacy of existing antimicrobial agents, potentially addressing 

the growing challenge of antimicrobial resistance. Standardization efforts are increasingly recognizing the 

importance of source specification. Wilson et al. (2024) developed comprehensive protocols for standardizing 

dipteran-derived chitosan to enhance reproducibility in biomedical applications. These standardization initiatives 

are crucial for translating laboratory findings into clinical applications, ensuring consistent performance across 

different production batches. 

The economic and environmental sustainability dimensions of these research efforts cannot be overlooked. 

Fernandez-Saiz et al. (2023) highlighted how circular economy approaches to chitosan production, including the 

strategic selection of source species from food industry byproducts, can simultaneously address sustainability 

concerns while optimizing material properties for specific applications. Understanding these species-specific 

variations is fundamentally reshaping chitosan research paradigms, moving from generic approaches toward 

precision biomaterial design strategies that leverage the unique properties of each source (Wang et al., 2024). 
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This transition promises to significantly enhance the therapeutic potential of chitosan-based interventions across 

diverse biomedical applications. 

 

2. VARIOUS EXTRACTION METHODS 

 

2.1 Chemical Extraction 

The chemical extraction process for obtaining chitosan from chitin is a widely used method that relies on 

alkaline deacetylation. This process is critical for converting chitin, a naturally occurring polymer, into chitosan, 

which has numerous applications in biomedical, pharmaceutical, and environmental fields. The process involves 

optimizing several key parameters, including the concentration of sodium hydroxide (NaOH), temperature-time 

relationships, and pH levels, to ensure maximum yield and quality of the final product. The concentration of 

NaOH is a pivotal factor in the deacetylation process. Higher concentrations of NaOH facilitate the efficient 

removal of acetyl groups from the chitin polymer, resulting in a higher degree of deacetylation. This is essential 

for enhancing the solubility and functional properties of chitosan. However, excessively high concentrations can 

lead to the degradation of the chitosan polymer, compromising its molecular weight and structural integrity. 

Recent studies have shown that an optimal NaOH concentration, typically ranging between 40% and 60%, 

achieves a balance between efficiency and product quality (Ngomo et al., 2024). 

The deacetylation reaction is highly temperature-dependent. Elevated temperatures accelerate the reaction rate, 

enabling faster deacetylation. However, prolonged exposure to high temperatures can cause thermal degradation 

of the chitosan polymer, leading to a reduction in its molecular weight and functional properties. Research 

indicates that maintaining a temperature range of 80°C to 100°C for a controlled duration, such as 30 to 60 

minutes, is ideal for achieving high yields without compromising the integrity of the product (Hosney et al., 

2022). The pH of the reaction medium plays a significant role in the deacetylation process. Alkaline conditions 

are necessary for the reaction to proceed effectively. However, maintaining the pH within an optimal range is 

crucial to prevent side reactions and ensure the stability of the chitosan polymer. Studies have highlighted that a 

pH range of 12 to 14 is most effective for achieving high degrees of deacetylation while preserving the structural 

properties of chitosan (Younes & Rinaudo, 2015). 

Chemical extraction offers several advantages, including scalability, cost-effectiveness, and the ability to 

produce chitosan with consistent properties. The resulting chitosan is widely used in applications such as drug 

delivery, wound healing, and water purification. Its biocompatibility and biodegradability make it a valuable 

material for these purposes. Recent advancements in the optimization of chemical extraction parameters have 

further enhanced the efficiency and sustainability of this method (Ngomo et al., 2024). This method continues to 

be a cornerstone in the production of chitosan, with ongoing research focusing on improving its efficiency and 

reducing its environmental. 

 

2.2 Enzymatic Extraction 

Enzymatic extraction is a sophisticated and eco-friendly method for obtaining chitosan from chitin, leveraging 

the specificity and efficiency of enzymes. This process is gaining attention for its ability to produce high-quality 

chitosan with minimal environmental impact compared to traditional chemical methods. The enzymatic 

extraction process primarily involves the use of chitin deacetylase, an enzyme that catalyzes the deacetylation of 

chitin. This reaction transforms chitin, a naturally occurring polymer found in the exoskeletons of crustaceans 

and insects, into chitosan. Chitin deacetylase specifically targets the acetyl groups in chitin, breaking them down 

and converting the polymer into its deacetylated form, chitosan. This enzymatic approach ensures a high degree 

of specificity, resulting in a product with consistent molecular characteristics and enhanced functional properties 

(Rahman et al., 2023). 

In addition to chitin deacetylase, proteolytic enzymes are employed to remove proteins and other impurities 

associated with chitin. These enzymes break down proteinaceous materials, facilitating the purification of 

chitosan. Proteolytic treatments are particularly effective in enhancing the purity of the final product, which is 
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crucial for applications in biomedical and pharmaceutical fields. The use of proteolytic enzymes also reduces the 

need for harsh chemical treatments, aligning with the principles of green chemistry (Chen et al., 2024).  

Enzymatic extraction offers several advantages, including high specificity, reduced environmental impact, and 

the ability to produce chitosan with tailored properties. To maximize the efficiency and yield of enzymatic 

extraction, several process parameters are carefully controlled and optimized. These include: 

Enzyme Concentration:  The concentration of enzymes directly influences the rate and extent of the reaction. 

Higher concentrations can accelerate the process but may also increase costs. 

Reaction Time:  Adequate reaction time is essential to ensure complete deacetylation and impurity removal. 

However, prolonged exposure may lead to degradation of the product. 

Temperature:  Enzymatic reactions are temperature-sensitive, with optimal temperatures varying depending on 

the specific enzyme used. Maintaining the ideal temperature ensures maximum enzymatic activity. 

pH Levels: The pH of the reaction medium significantly affects enzyme activity and stability. Optimal pH 

conditions are determined based on the characteristics of the enzymes involved (Wilson et al., 2024). 

 

2.3 Green Extraction Methods 

Green extraction methods are innovative approaches designed to minimize environmental impact while 

maximizing efficiency in extracting bioactive compounds. These methods are increasingly favored in various 

industries, including pharmaceuticals, food, and cosmetics, due to their sustainability and effectiveness. 

(Mersmann L et al., 2025). 

Microwave-Assisted Extraction (MAE)   

Microwave-assisted extraction utilizes microwave energy to heat solvents and plant materials, enhancing the 

extraction process. The microwaves cause rapid heating, which disrupts cell walls and facilitates the release of 

bioactive compounds. This method is particularly advantageous for its speed and efficiency, often requiring less 

solvent and time compared to traditional methods. MAE is widely used for extracting polyphenols, flavonoids, 

and essential oils. Recent studies highlight its effectiveness in preserving the integrity of thermolabile 

compounds, making it suitable for sensitive materials (Rahman et al., 2023). 

Ultrasonic-Assisted Extraction (UAE) 

Ultrasonic-assisted extraction employs ultrasonic waves to create cavitation bubbles in the solvent. When these 

bubbles collapse, they generate localized high temperatures and pressures, which disrupt cell walls and enhance 

the release of bioactive compounds. UAE is known for its ability to improve extraction yields while reducing 

solvent usage and processing time. It is particularly effective for extracting compounds like alkaloids, 

polysaccharides, and proteins. Recent advancements in UAE have focused on optimizing parameters such as 

frequency, amplitude, and solvent type to achieve higher efficiency (Chen et al., 2024). 

Supercritical Fluid Extraction (SFE) 

Supercritical fluid extraction uses supercritical fluids, typically carbon dioxide, as solvents to extract bioactive 

compounds. In its supercritical state, CO₂ exhibits properties of both a liquid and a gas, allowing it to penetrate 

materials and dissolve compounds effectively. SFE is highly selective and efficient, making it ideal for extracting 

high-value compounds like carotenoids, sterols, and fatty acids. This method is environmentally friendly, as CO₂ 

is non-toxic and can be recycled. Recent research has explored the use of co-solvents to enhance the extraction 

of polar compounds, broadening the applicability of SFE (Wilson et al., 2024). 

 

2.3 Diagnostic Techniques 

These are essential for understanding the structural, chemical, and physical properties of insect-derived chitosan. 

These methods provide insights into the molecular composition, crystallinity, surface morphology, and other 

critical attributes that influence the material's functionality and applications. 
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2.3.1. Fourier Transform Infrared Spectroscopy (FTIR)   

FTIR is widely used to identify functional groups and assess the degree of deacetylation in chitosan. This 

technique involves measuring the absorption of infrared light by the sample, which provides a spectrum 

representing its molecular vibrations. Key peaks in the FTIR spectrum, such as those corresponding to amide and 

hydroxyl groups, help determine the extent of deacetylation and the purity of chitosan. Recent studies have 

demonstrated the effectiveness of FTIR in distinguishing chitosan derived from different insect species, 

highlighting its versatility in comparative analyses (Kim et al., 2023). 

 

2.3.2. X-Ray Diffraction (XRD)   

XRD is employed to analyze the crystallinity of chitosan. This technique involves directing X-rays at the sample 

and measuring the diffraction patterns, which reveal the arrangement of atoms within the material. The degree of 

crystallinity is a crucial parameter that affects the solubility, mechanical properties, and biodegradability of 

chitosan. Insect-derived chitosan often exhibits unique crystallinity profiles compared to crustacean-derived 

counterparts, making XRD an invaluable tool for characterization (Rodriguez-Garcia et al., 2024). 

 

2.3.3. Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM)   

SEM provides detailed images of the surface morphology of chitosan. By scanning the sample with a focused 

beam of electrons, SEM generates high-resolution images that reveal surface features such as porosity, texture, 

and particle size. These characteristics are critical for applications in drug delivery and tissue engineering, where 

surface properties influence material performance. SEM has been instrumental in visualizing the structural 

differences between chitosan extracted from various insect species (Wang et al., 2024). 

 

2.3.4. Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR)   

NMR spectroscopy is used to determine the molecular structure and composition of chitosan. This technique 

involves placing the sample in a magnetic field and analyzing the interactions of atomic nuclei with 

radiofrequency waves. NMR provides detailed information about the degree of deacetylation, molecular weight, 

and distribution of functional groups. It is particularly useful for studying the chemical modifications and 

interactions of chitosan in complex systems (Cheung et al., 2015). 

 

2.3.5 Gel Permeation Chromatography (GPC)   

GPC is a chromatographic technique used to measure the molecular weight distribution of chitosan. This method 

separates molecules based on their size as they pass through a gel-filled column. Molecular weight is a critical 

factor influencing the mechanical strength, solubility, and biological activity of chitosan. GPC has been widely 

applied to compare the molecular weight profiles of chitosan derived from different insect sources, providing 

valuable insights into its functional properties (Fatullayeva et al., 2022). 

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 Species-Specific Analysis 

3.1.1 Black Soldier Fly (Hermetia illucens) 

Chitosan derived from Hermetia illucens demonstrates remarkable structural and functional characteristics that 

distinguish it from traditional sources. Featuring a molecular weight range of 50-150 kDa and an exceptionally 

high degree of deacetylation (85-95%), this variant exhibits optimized charge density distribution that enhances 

antimicrobial performance (Ramírez-Castillo et al., 2023). 

Against Gram-negative bacteria, specifically Escherichia coli, Black Soldier Fly extracts showed moderate 

activity (Table 1). The mechanism differs slightly from that observed with Gram-positive bacteria, involving 

chelation of essential metal ions and disruption of the outer membrane. This dual mechanism likely enables the 

compounds to overcome the additional protective barrier presented by the Gram-negative outer membrane. 
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Electron microscopy studies have visualized the membrane-disruptive effects of this chitosan variant, 

demonstrating rapid permeabilization of bacterial cell walls followed by cytoplasmic leakage (Domínguez-Díaz 

et al., 2023). The antifungal activity against Candida albicans further demonstrates the broad-spectrum 

antimicrobial properties of Black Soldier Fly extracts (Table 1). The proposed mechanism involves electrostatic 

binding to fungal cell walls, resulting in leakage of intracellular contents and subsequent cell death. 

Crystallinity analysis reveals a unique pattern in H. illucens chitosan, with a crystallinity index of 45-55% 

providing an optimal balance between structural stability and reactive group accessibility. This structural feature 

contributes to enhanced binding capacity with microbial surface components while maintaining sufficient 

flexibility for membrane penetration (Moreira et al., 2024). The Black Soldier Fly (Hermetia illucens) has 

emerged as a promising source of chitosan, a biopolymer with diverse applications in biomedical, pharmaceutical, 

and environmental fields. Its structural characteristics, antimicrobial activity, and unique properties make it a 

valuable alternative to traditional sources of chitosan, such as crustaceans (Cheung et al., 2015; Martinez-Lopez 

et al., 2023). 

3.1.2 House Fly (Musca domestica) 

Chitosan extracted from Musca domestica presents distinctive structural features, including a higher molecular 

weight profile (100-200 kDa) and moderate degree of deacetylation (75-85%). These characteristics contribute 

to enhanced mechanical properties and extended antimicrobial activity duration, making it particularly suitable 

for sustained-release applications (Wongkanya et al., 2023). 

M. domestica-derived compounds demonstrated moderate antimicrobial activity compared to Black Soldier Fly 

extracts. Against Bacillus subtilis, House Fly antimicrobials showed MIC values ranging from 0.2-0.4 mg/mL 

(Table 1), with activity attributed to membrane disruption and inhibition of enzymatic activity. This dual 

mechanism suggests a more complex mode of action than simple membrane disruption. Against the Gram-

negative bacterium Pseudomonas aeruginosa, House Fly extracts exhibited higher MIC values, indicating 

somewhat reduced efficacy. Interestingly, the mechanism appears to involve the formation of a physical barrier 

that prevents microbial adhesion and colonization, rather than direct membrane disruption observed with other 

antimicrobial compounds. The antifungal activity against Aspergillus niger involves binding to fungal β-glucans 

and disruption of cell wall synthesis, representing a targeted approach to inhibiting fungal growth by interfering 

with essential structural components. The antimicrobial spectrum of House Fly chitosan demonstrates balanced 

activity against Gram-positive (MIC: 0.2-0.4 mg/mL) and Gram-negative bacteria (MIC: 0.3-0.5 mg/mL), with 

notable antifungal properties (MIC: 0.3-0.5 mg/mL) attributed to its specialized surface charge distribution. 

Recent research has identified unique binding patterns between M. domestica chitosan and fungal cell wall 

components, particularly β-glucans, explaining its enhanced antifungal efficacy (Ndlovu et al., 2023).  

Spectroscopic analysis reveals distinctive functional group arrangements in House Fly chitosan, with modified 

hydroxyl and amino group distributions that influence hydrogen bonding patterns and intermolecular interactions. 

These structural attributes contribute to its specialized antimicrobial mechanisms, particularly its capacity to 

disrupt fungal cell membranes and inhibit enzymatic processes (Yadav et al., 2023). The molecular weight of 

chitosan extracted from Musca domestica, is higher compared to other insect-derived chitosan sources. This 

molecular weight contributes to its enhanced mechanical strength and stability, making it suitable for applications 

requiring durable materials. The degree of deacetylation, which measures the removal of acetyl groups from 

chitin, is approximately 75-85% (Table 2). This moderate degree of deacetylation ensures a balance between 

solubility and bioactivity, optimizing its functional properties. Additionally, the crystallinity index of 35-45% 

indicates a lower structural order compared to other sources, which enhances its biodegradability and adaptability 

in various environments (Kim et al., 2023; Rodriguez-Garcia et al., 2024). 

A remarkable trait of Musca domestica chitosan is its enhanced antifungal properties, which make it particularly 

effective in applications such as agricultural pest control and antifungal coatings. Its modified surface charge 

characteristics improve its binding affinity to microbial cells, enhancing its antimicrobial efficacy. Additionally, 
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the specialized functional group distribution of this chitosan contributes to its versatility in forming complexes 

with other materials, enabling its use in drug delivery systems and tissue engineering (Lee et al., 2023; Patel et 

al., 2023). 

 

3.1.3 Fruit Fly (Drosophila melanogaster) 

Chitosan derived from Drosophila melanogaster exhibits a unique low-molecular-weight profile (30-80 kDa) 

that enhances its penetration capabilities and cellular interactions. With a moderate degree of deacetylation (70-

80%) and low crystallinity index (30-40%), this variant demonstrates specialized antimicrobial mechanisms and 

biodegradation profiles (Kaewset et al., 2023). 

D. melanogaster-derived compounds generally demonstrated the least potent antimicrobial activity among the 

three species studied. Against Enterococcus faecalis, Fruit Fly extracts showed MIC values of 0.3-0.5 mg/mL, 

with activity attributed to electrostatic interactions causing membrane destabilization, similar to the mechanism 

observed with Black Soldier Fly extracts against Gram-positive bacteria. Interestingly, Fruit Fly extracts showed 

slightly better activity against the Gram-negative bacterium Klebsiella pneumoniae (MIC 0.2-0.4 mg/mL) 

compared to Gram-positive bacteria (Table 1). This activity is mediated through chelation of nutrients and 

disruption of lipopolysaccharides in the outer membrane, suggesting a specialized adaptation for targeting Gram-

negative pathogens. Antifungal activity against Fusarium oxysporum was moderate (MIC 0.4-0.6 mg/mL), with 

a mechanism involving inhibition of fungal enzymatic pathways and membrane disruption, suggesting a 

multitarget approach to fungal inhibition. 

Thermal analysis reveals unique thermal stability profiles for D. melanogaster chitosan, with distinctive 

transition temperatures that influence its behavior in different physiological environments. These thermal 

properties contribute to its controlled degradation kinetics and release profiles when incorporated into drug 

delivery systems (Behera et al., 2023). The molecular weight of chitosan extracted from Drosophila melanogaster 

ranges between 30-80 kDa, which is relatively low compared to other insect-derived chitosan sources. This low 

molecular weight enhances its cellular penetration and distribution within biological systems, making it suitable 

for applications such as drug delivery and tissue engineering. The degree of deacetylation, which measures the 

removal of acetyl groups from chitin, is approximately 70-80% (Table 2). This moderate degree of deacetylation 

ensures a balance between solubility and bioactivity, optimizing its functional properties. Additionally, the 

crystallinity index of 30-40% indicates a lower structural order, which enhances its biodegradability and 

adaptability in various environments (Kim et al., 2023; Rodriguez-Garcia et al., 2024). 

Chitosan from Drosophila melanogaster demonstrates potent antimicrobial activity against a wide range of 

microorganisms. For Gram-positive bacteria, the minimum inhibitory concentration (MIC) ranges from 0.3 to 0.5 

mg/mL, while for Gram-negative bacteria, it ranges from 0.2 to 0.4 mg/mL. This indicates its effectiveness in 

disrupting bacterial cell membranes and inhibiting growth. This selective efficacy has been attributed to specific 

interactions with the outer membrane components of Gram-negative bacteria, particularly lipopolysaccharides, 

as demonstrated through molecular dynamics simulations and binding studies (Park et al., 2023). Furthermore, 

its antifungal activity, with an MIC of 0.4 to 0.6 mg/mL, highlights its potential in combating fungal infections. 

These antimicrobial properties are attributed to the electrostatic interactions between the positively charged 

chitosan molecules and the negatively charged microbial cell membranes, leading to membrane disruption and 

cell death (Cheung et al., 2015; Martinez-Lopez et al., 2023). 

A notable attribute of Drosophila melanogaster chitosan is its enhanced antifungal properties, which make it 

particularly effective in applications such as agricultural pest control and antifungal coatings. Its modified surface 

charge characteristics improve its binding affinity to microbial cells, enhancing its antimicrobial efficacy. 

Additionally, the specialized functional group distribution of this chitosan contributes to its versatility in forming 

complexes with other materials, enabling its use in drug delivery systems and tissue engineering (Lee et al., 2023; 

Patel et al., 2023) (Figure 1). 
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Table 1. Comparison of Antimicrobial Efficacy Across Dipteran Species 

G +: Gram Positive bacteria 

G -: Gram Negative bacteria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Species Microorganisms 
Gram 

Type 

MIC 

Range 

(mg/mL) 

Mechanism of Action 

Black Soldier Fly 

(Hermetia illucens) 

Staphylococcus 

aureus 
G + 0.05-0.2 

Disruption of cell membrane integrity 

through electrostatic interactions. 

 Escherichia coli G - 0.1-0.3 
Chelation of essential metal ions and 

disruption of outer membrane. 

 Candida albicans Fungal 0.15-0.25 

Electrostatic binding to fungal cell 

walls, leading to leakage of 

intracellular contents. 

House Fly (Musca 

domestica) 
Bacillus subtilis G + 0.2-0.4 

Membrane disruption and inhibition of 

enzymatic activity. 

 
Pseudomonas 

aeruginosa 
G - 0.3-0.5 

Formation of a physical barrier 

preventing microbial adhesion and 

colonization. 

 Aspergillus niger Fungal 0.3-0.5 
Binding to fungal β-glucans, disrupting 

cell wall synthesis. 

Fruit Fly (Drosophila 

melanogaster) 

Enterococcus 

faecalis 
G + 0.3-0.5 

Electrostatic interactions causing 

membrane destabilization. 

 
Klebsiella 

pneumoniae 
G - 0.2-0.4 

Chelation of nutrients and disruption of 

lipopolysaccharides in the outer 

membrane. 

 
Fusarium 

oxysporum 
Fungal 0.4-0.6 

Inhibition of fungal enzymatic 

pathways and membrane disruption. 
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Table 2. Molecular Characteristics of Chitosan Derived from Different Fly Species 
 

 

G +: Gram Positive bacteria 

G -: Gram Negative bacteria 

 

Species 

Molecular 

Weight 

(kDa) 

Degree of 

Deacetylation 

(%) 

Crystallinity 

Index (%) 

Antimicrobial 

Activity (MIC, 

mg/mL) 

Unique Properties 

Black Soldier 

Fly (Hermetia 

illucens) 

50-150 85-95 45-55 
G +: 0.05-0.2 

G -: 0.1-0.3 

Antifungal: 0.15-0.25 

● Enhanced cellular 

penetration 

● Superior membrane 

disruption capability 

● Optimal charge 

density distribution 

House Fly 

(Musca 

domestica) 

100-200 75-85 35-45 
G +: 0.2-0.4 

G -: 0.3-0.5 

Antifungal: 0.3-0.5 

● Enhanced antifungal 

properties 

● Modified surface 

charge characteristics 

● Specialized 

functional group 

distribution 

Fruit Fly 

(Drosophila 

melanogaster) 

30-80 70-80 30-40 
G +: 0.3-0.5 

G -: 0.2-0.4 

Antifungal: 0.4-0.6 

● Enhanced cellular 

distribution 

● Structural 

adaptability 
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Figure 1. Heatmap illustrating the relative suitability of dipteran-derived chitosan from Hermetia illucens, Musca 

domestica, and Drosophila melanogaster across key biomedical and environmental applications. Color intensity 

represents relative suitability based on reported molecular weight, degree of deacetylation, crystallinity, 

antimicrobial efficacy, and biodegradation characteristics. 

 

3.2 Structure-Function Relationships  

3.2.1 Molecular Weight Impact    

The molecular weight of dipteran chitosan significantly influences its functional properties through multiple 

mechanisms. Low molecular weight chitosan (<50 kDa) demonstrates enhanced cellular penetration and 

distribution, making it particularly effective for applications requiring deep tissue penetration. However, this 

enhanced mobility comes at the cost of reduced retention time and shorter antimicrobial activity duration (Khalid 

et al., 2023). 

Medium molecular weight chitosan (50-150 kDa) represents the optimal balance point between penetration and 

retention, exhibiting maximum antimicrobial efficacy against most pathogens. This molecular weight range 

provides sufficient structural flexibility for effective membrane interaction while maintaining adequate stability 

against enzymatic degradation. Detailed structure-activity relationship studies have established correlation 

coefficients exceeding 0.85 between this molecular weight range and antimicrobial potency across multiple 

bacterial species (Escárcega-Galaz et al., 2023). 

High molecular weight chitosan (>150 kDa) demonstrates extended antimicrobial activity but reduced cellular 

penetration. This variant forms more stable protective barriers and exhibits prolonged release profiles, making it 

suitable for surface protection applications and extended-release formulations. Rheological studies have 

demonstrated that this molecular weight range provides optimal film-forming properties and mechanical stability 

for wound dressing applications (Zhong et al., 2023). 
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3.2.2 Degree of Deacetylation Effects    

The degree of deacetylation (DD) represents a critical structural parameter that directly influences chitosan's 

antimicrobial efficacy through charge density modulation. Higher DD values increase the number of protonated 

amino groups in acidic environments, enhancing electrostatic interactions with negatively charged microbial 

surfaces. Quantitative structure-activity relationship analyses have established logarithmic correlations between 

DD values and antimicrobial potency, with significant activity enhancement observed above 75% deacetylation 

(Vázquez-González et al., 2023). Solubility parameters are significantly influenced by DD, with higher 

deacetylation enhancing water solubility in acidic conditions while reducing solubility at neutral pH. This pH-

dependent solubility profile enables the development of stimuli-responsive delivery systems that release 

antimicrobial agents in response to infection-related pH changes. Comparative studies across dipteran species 

have demonstrated species-specific patterns in the relationship between DD and solubility parameters (Alves et 

al., 2023). Binding mechanisms and substrate interactions are modulated by DD through alterations in hydrogen 

bonding potential and charge distribution. The pattern of deacetylation, whether random or blockwise 

significantly influences binding specificity and strength, with blockwise deacetylation patterns demonstrating 

enhanced binding to specific bacterial surface components. Advanced computational modeling has elucidated the 

precise relationship between deacetylation patterns and binding energies with various microbial targets 

(Narayanan et al., 2023). 

3.2.3 Crystallinity and Surface Properties    

Crystallinity significantly influences chitosan's antimicrobial efficacy through modulation of chain flexibility, 

accessibility of functional groups, and stability in biological environments. Lower crystallinity enhances chain 

mobility and functional group accessibility, improving interactions with microbial cell components. Correlation 

analysis between crystallinity indices and antimicrobial activity has established inverse relationships, with 

optimal antimicrobial performance observed at moderate crystallinity levels (35-45%) that balance reactive group 

accessibility with structural stability (Ibrahim et al., 2023). Surface properties, including hydrophilicity, 

roughness, and charge distribution, play critical roles in mediating chitosan-microbe interactions. Atomic force 

microscopy studies have revealed species-specific surface topographies in dipteran chitosan that influence 

bacterial adhesion and biofilm formation. Surface modification strategies, including plasma treatment and 

chemical functionalization, have been developed to optimize these properties for specific antimicrobial 

applications (Feng et al., 2023). Degradation kinetics are significantly influenced by crystallinity and surface 

characteristics, with important implications for sustained antimicrobial activity. Lower crystallinity typically 

accelerates degradation, enabling more rapid release of antimicrobial components, while higher crystallinity 

provides extended activity profiles. Enzymatic degradation studies have demonstrated species-specific 

susceptibility patterns that correlate with structural features, providing insights for designing controlled-release 

systems with predetermined degradation profiles (Mogilevskaya et al., 2023). 

3.3 Antimicrobial Mechanisms  

3.3.1 Primary Mechanisms    

Electrostatic interactions represent the fundamental mechanism underlying chitosan's antimicrobial activity. 

The positively charged amino groups interact with negatively charged components of microbial cell surfaces, 

disrupting membrane integrity and increasing permeability. Advanced biophysical studies using model 

membrane systems have visualized the sequential steps of this interaction, demonstrating initial electrostatic 

binding followed by membrane insertion and pore formation. Species-specific variations in charge density and 

distribution significantly influence this mechanism's efficacy against different pathogens (Sabaa et al., 2023). 

Chelation effects constitute another primary antimicrobial mechanism, whereby chitosan binds essential metals 

required for microbial growth and enzymatic function. Isothermal titration calorimetry has quantified binding 

constants between dipteran chitosan and various metal ions, revealing species-specific binding preferences. This 

mechanism is particularly effective against metal-dependent microorganisms and contributes to chitosan's 

broad-spectrum activity (Sharma et al., 2023). 
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Barrier formation represents a physical mechanism through which chitosan prevents microbial adhesion and 

colonization. Ellipsometry and quartz crystal microbalance studies have characterized the formation kinetics and 

structural properties of chitosan barrier layers on various surfaces. This mechanism underpins chitosan's 

effectiveness in preventing biofilm formation and protecting surfaces from microbial contamination (Ren et al., 

2023). 

3.3.2 Secondary Mechanisms    

Immune system modulation by chitosan enhances host defense mechanisms against microbial infections. 

Transcriptomic and proteomic analyses have identified specific immune pathways activated by dipteran chitosan, 

including enhancement of macrophage phagocytosis and modulation of cytokine production. These 

immunomodulatory effects contribute to chitosan's therapeutic efficacy in infection management by enhancing 

the host's natural defense mechanisms (Aranaz et al., 2023). Gene expression alteration in microorganisms 

exposed to chitosan compromises their viability and virulence. RNA sequencing studies have identified 

differential expression patterns in genes associated with membrane integrity, stress response, and virulence factor 

production following chitosan exposure. Species-specific variations in chitosan structure influence the pattern 

and magnitude of these genetic responses, contributing to differences in antimicrobial efficacy (Kumari et al., 

2023). Enzymatic activity inhibition represents another secondary mechanism through which chitosan exerts 

antimicrobial effects. Enzyme kinetics studies have demonstrated competitive, non-competitive, and 

uncompetitive inhibition patterns against various microbial enzymes, including those involved in cell wall 

synthesis and energy metabolism. Structure-based molecular docking has elucidated the specific binding 

interactions between chitosan derivatives and enzyme active sites, providing insights for designing targeted 

inhibitors (Omwenga et al., 2023). Key physicochemical parameters governing antimicrobial efficacy are 

summarized in Table 3. 

Table 3. Physicochemical Properties Influencing Antimicrobial Activity 

Property Functional range Influence References 

Molecular weight <50 - >500 kDa Penetration & membrane disruption Kong et al., 2010 

Degree of 

deacetylation 

60 -95% Increases positive charge Raafat & Sahl, 

2009 

Solubility pH < 6.5 Improves bioavailability Rabea et al., 2003 

Zeta potential +20 to +50 mV Cell membrane interaction Goy et al., 2009 

Crystallinity 30 - 70% Biofilm penetration Dash et al., 2011 

 

3.4 Clinical Applications  

3.4.1 Wound Management    
Chitosan-based wound dressings have demonstrated remarkable efficacy in promoting healing while preventing 

infection. Materials derived from Hermetia illucens have shown particular promise in acute wound management 

due to their optimal balance of antimicrobial activity and biocompatibility. Randomized clinical trials comparing 

dipteran chitosan dressings with conventional alternatives have demonstrated significant improvements in 

healing rates and infection prevention, with average healing time reductions of 25-30% (Liu et al., 2023). Chronic 

wound management represents a challenging clinical scenario where dipteran chitosan offers substantial benefits. 

The extended antimicrobial activity of Musca domestica chitosan, combined with its moisture management 

properties, addresses the complex pathophysiology of chronic wounds. Clinical evaluations in diabetic foot ulcers 

have shown improved granulation tissue formation and reduced bacterial burden compared to standard care 

protocols (Morgado et al., 2023). Burn therapy applications benefit from the barrier properties and antimicrobial 

efficacy of dipteran chitosan. Composite dressings incorporating Drosophila melanogaster chitosan have 

demonstrated enhanced protection against infection while maintaining optimal moisture balance. Preclinical 
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studies have shown significant reductions in bacterial colonization and improvements in re-epithelialization rates 

in partial-thickness burn models (Pérez-Díaz et al., 2023). 

3.4.2 Drug Delivery Systems    

Targeted delivery systems based on dipteran chitosan nanoparticles enable precise administration of 

antimicrobial agents to infection sites. The enhanced cellular penetration capabilities of Hermetia illucens 

chitosan facilitate delivery across biological barriers, improving therapeutic efficacy. Pharmacokinetic studies 

have demonstrated 2-3 fold increase in local drug concentration at infection sites when using these targeted 

delivery systems compared to conventional formulations (Suryawanshi et al., 2023). Controlled release 

formulations utilizing the specialized properties of dipteran chitosan enable sustained antimicrobial activity while 

reducing dosing frequency. The degradation kinetics of Musca domestica chitosan provide predictable release 

profiles that can be tailored to specific therapeutic requirements. In vivo studies have demonstrated maintenance 

of therapeutic drug levels for extended periods (72-96 hours) following a single administration of these controlled 

release systems (Tamer et al., 2023). Stimuli-responsive systems that activate in response to infection-specific 

triggers represent an advanced application of dipteran chitosan. These smart delivery systems respond to 

environmental cues such as pH changes, enzyme presence, or temperature variations associated with infection 

sites. This approach enables precise spatiotemporal control over antimicrobial agent release, enhancing efficacy 

while minimizing systemic exposure (Wang et al., 2023). 

3.4.3 Tissue Engineering    

Scaffold materials incorporating dipteran chitosan provide structural support while delivering antimicrobial 

protection for tissue engineering applications. The tunable mechanical properties and degradation profiles of 

these scaffolds enable customization for different tissue types and regeneration timeframes. Comparative studies 

have demonstrated superior cell attachment and proliferation on scaffolds derived from Drosophila melanogaster 

chitosan compared to traditional sources (Zhang et al., 2023). Cell adhesion promotion represents a critical 

function of chitosan in tissue engineering applications. Species-specific variations in surface properties 

significantly influence cell attachment patterns and morphology. Advanced imaging techniques have visualized 

the formation of focal adhesions and cytoskeletal arrangements on different dipteran chitosan surfaces, providing 

insights for optimizing cell-material interactions (Xu et al., 2023). Bioactive signal incorporation enables 

functionalized chitosan scaffolds to actively guide tissue regeneration processes. The abundant functional groups 

in dipteran chitosan facilitate conjugation with growth factors, cytokines, and other bioactive molecules. 

Spatiotemporal release studies have demonstrated controlled delivery of these signals from chitosan matrices, 

creating instructive microenvironments that enhance tissue regeneration (Ye et al., 2023). 

4. CLINICAL IMPLICATIONS  

4.1 Therapeutic Applications    

Chitosan's therapeutic applications are vast and impactful. In wound healing optimization, it accelerates the 

healing process by promoting cell proliferation and reducing inflammation. Its antimicrobial properties play a 

crucial role in infection control strategies, preventing the growth of bacteria and fungi in wound sites. 

Additionally, chitosan's ability to inhibit biofilm formation makes it effective in biofilm management, which is 

essential for treating chronic infections (Cheung et al., 2015; Wang et al., 2024).   

 

4.2 Drug Development    

Chitosan is at the forefront of innovation in drug development. It enables the creation of novel delivery systems 

that improve the efficacy and safety of therapeutics. For instance, chitosan-based nanoparticles are being 

explored for delivering anticancer drugs directly to tumor sites. In combination therapy approaches, chitosan 

enhances the synergistic effects of multiple drugs, improving treatment outcomes. Moreover, its role in 

resistance management strategies is gaining attention, as it can disrupt microbial resistance mechanisms, making 

antibiotics more effective (Lee et al., 2023; Martinez-Lopez et al., 2023). Chitosan's inherent biocompatibility 

and biodegradability position it as a leading candidate for innovative drug delivery systems that require both 

safety and efficacy. Recent studies have highlighted the potential of chitosan nanoparticles to encapsulate a 
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variety of therapeutic agents, including anticancer drugs, enhancing their bioavailability and controlled release 

profiles (Mei et al., 2024). This capability not only improves treatment outcomes but also minimizes the adverse 

effects commonly associated with conventional drug delivery methods. Furthermore, the adaptability of chitosan 

allows for modifications that can enhance its targeting abilities, such as conjugating ligands specific to cancer 

cells, thereby increasing the precision of therapies (Cheung et al., 2015). As the landscape of drug development 

evolves, the integration of chitosan-based systems could lead to more effective and patient-friendly treatment 

options, underscoring its vital role in the future of personalized medicine. 

Moreover, the exploration of insect-derived chitosan in the realm of vaccine delivery systems is gaining traction, 

as its biocompatibility and ability to form nanoparticles make it an attractive candidate for enhancing immune 

responses. Recent investigations have demonstrated that chitosan nanoparticles can effectively encapsulate 

antigens, improve their stability and facilitate targeted delivery to immune cells, which is crucial for eliciting 

robust immune responses (Ilk et al., 2020). This application not only underscores chitosan's versatility in 

biomedical engineering but also opens new avenues for developing more effective vaccines against infectious 

diseases. Additionally, the potential of chitosan to function as an adjuvant boosting the efficacy of vaccines 

further highlights its role in advancing public health initiatives, particularly in regions where traditional vaccine 

delivery methods face logistical challenges. As research in this area progresses, the integration of chitosan into 

vaccine formulations could revolutionize immunization strategies, providing a sustainable and efficient solution 

to global health challenges. 

4.3 Safety Considerations    

The safety of chitosan in clinical applications is a critical area of focus.  Biocompatibility assessments ensure 

that chitosan does not elicit adverse immune responses, making it safe for use in humans.  Toxicity evaluations 

are conducted to determine safe dosage levels and identify any potential side effects. Additionally, the allergenic 

potential of chitosan is carefully studied to minimize the risk of allergic reactions, particularly in individuals with 

shellfish allergies (Patel et al., 2023; Wilson et al., 2024).   

 

5. FUTURE DIRECTIONS  

5.1 Research Priorities    

As the exploration of chitosan-based nanomaterials advances, researchers are increasingly examining their role 

in the development of eco-innovative solutions that address pressing environmental challenges. For instance, the 

incorporation of chitosan nanoparticles into biodegradable plastics not only enhances their mechanical properties 

but also contributes to reducing plastic pollution, thereby aligning with sustainability goals (Patekar et al., 2024). 

Furthermore, the ability of chitosan to form complex structures with various nanoparticles opens avenues for 

creating multifunctional materials that can simultaneously serve in drug delivery and as environmental 

adsorbents, thus maximizing their utility across sectors (Chaudhary et al., n.d.). This dual functionality 

underscores the potential of chitosan to bridge the gap between health and environmental applications, fostering 

a holistic approach to sustainability that could revolutionize both fields. Future research aims to optimize 

extraction methods to improve the yield and quality of chitosan. Efforts are also focused on developing property 

enhancement strategies, such as chemical modifications, to tailor chitosan for specific applications. Additionally, 

expanding its application development in areas like regenerative medicine and environmental remediation is a 

key priority (Zhang et al., 2023; Wilson et al., 2024).   

Scaling up the production of chitosan while maintaining its quality is a significant challenge. Addressing scale-

up considerations involves developing cost-effective and efficient manufacturing processes. Establishing quality 

control parameters is essential to ensure consistency in chitosan's properties across batches. Furthermore, 

standardization requirements are being developed to create uniform guidelines for its use in clinical and industrial 

applications (Kim et al., 2023; Martinez-Lopez et al., 2023).   
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5.3 Emerging Applications    

The versatility of chitosan continues to inspire novel therapeutic approaches, such as its use in cancer 

immunotherapy and gene delivery. In industrial applications, chitosan is being explored for water purification 

and food preservation. Additionally, its role in environmental solutions, such as biodegradable packaging and 

pollutant removal, highlights its potential to address global sustainability challenges (Rodriguez-Garcia et al., 

2024; Wang et al., 2024). 

Theranostic platforms combining diagnostic and therapeutic functionalities represent an emerging application 

for dipteran chitosan. These advanced systems integrate antimicrobial activity with detection capabilities, 

enabling simultaneous identification and treatment of infections. Preliminary studies have demonstrated proof-

of-concept for chitosan-based materials that change color or fluorescence properties in response to specific 

pathogens while delivering antimicrobial agents (Zheng et al., 2023). 

Antimicrobial coatings for medical devices represent a high-impact application area for dipteran chitosan. These 

coatings prevent biofilm formation and reduce device-associated infections, addressing a significant clinical 

challenge. Comparative studies have demonstrated superior performance of coatings derived from Hermetia 

illucens chitosan against multidrug-resistant pathogens commonly associated with device infections (Qiao et al., 

2023). 

Environmental remediation applications leverage the antimicrobial and metal-binding properties of dipteran 

chitosan. Water purification systems incorporating this sustainable biomaterial demonstrate dual functionality in 

removing microbial contaminants and heavy metals. Field testing has validated the efficacy of these systems in 

resource-limited settings, highlighting their potential for addressing global water quality challenges (Oliveira et 

al., 2023). The broad biomedical applications of chitosan-based formulations are summarized in Table 4. 

Table 4. Physicochemical Properties Influencing Antimicrobial Activity 

Application Formulation Mechanism Outcome References 

Drug delivery Nanoparticles Mucoadhesion Enhanced 

bioavailability 

Bernkop-Schnürch & 

Dünnhaupt, 2012 

Wound healing Hydrogels Fibroblast 

activation 

Fast healing Jayakumar et al., 2011 

Anticancer NPs Targeted 

apoptosis 

Reduced toxicity Prabaharan, 2015 

Dental care Gels/coatings Antibiofilm Plaque reduction Fakhri et al., 2020 

 

5.4 Technical Innovations 

Advanced processing technologies including electrospinning, 3D printing, and microfluidic fabrication are 

expanding the structural diversity and application potential of dipteran chitosan. These technologies enable 

precise control over macro and microstructural features, creating customized materials for specific applications. 

Recent innovations have demonstrated successful 3D printing of complex anatomical structures using dipteran 

chitosan inks with preserved antimicrobial functionality (Patil et al., 2023). Hybrid materials combining dipteran 

chitosan with complementary biomaterials represent a promising direction for enhancing functionality and 

performance. These composites leverage synergistic interactions between components to achieve properties 

unattainable by individual materials. Examples include chitosan-cellulose composites with enhanced 

mechanical properties and chitosan-collagen hybrids with improved biocompatibility and cell interaction 

capabilities (Nguyen et al., 2023). 

Genetic engineering approaches for optimizing dipteran chitosan production represent an emerging frontier with 

significant potential. Targeted modifications of chitin synthesis pathways in dipteran species could enhance yield, 

improve structural characteristics, or introduce novel functional properties. Preliminary studies using CRISPR-
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Cas9 technology have demonstrated feasibility for modifying chitin synthesis genes in Drosophila melanogaster, 

suggesting potential for designer chitosan production (Martínez-Camacho et al., 2023). Moreover, the integration 

of chitosan into nanotechnology presents a promising frontier, offering enhanced functionalities through the 

development of chitosan-based nanomaterials. These nanomaterials can serve as effective carriers for drug 

delivery systems in regenerative medicine, enabling targeted therapy and minimizing side effects. Additionally, 

their application in environmental remediation, particularly in the adsorption of pollutants, highlights their 

versatility and efficiency in addressing complex environmental challenges (Anis et al., 2017). As research 

progresses, the potential for chitosan to contribute to sustainable practices in various industries becomes 

increasingly evident, paving the way for innovative solutions that align with global environmental goals. 

The antimicrobial properties of insect-derived chitosan further enhance its appeal in both healthcare and 

environmental applications, as they demonstrate significant efficacy against a range of pathogens. For instance, 

studies have shown that chitosan nanoparticles derived from various insect species exhibit potent antibacterial 

activity against harmful bacteria such as Escherichia coli and Staphylococcus aureus, making them ideal 

candidates for use in wound dressings and as preservatives in food products (Mei et al., 2024). This antimicrobial 

capability not only supports health-related applications but also positions chitosan as a natural alternative to 

synthetic preservatives, thereby aligning with the growing consumer demand for clean-label products. As 

research continues to unveil the mechanisms behind these antimicrobial effects, there is potential for developing 

targeted formulations that maximize efficacy while minimizing environmental impact, further reinforcing 

chitosan's role as a versatile biopolymer in sustainable innovation. 

5.5 Regulatory and Commercialization Pathways 

Standardization initiatives are essential for advancing dipteran chitosan from research to commercial 

applications. Establishing consensus protocols for extraction, characterization, and quality control will facilitate 

regulatory approval and ensure consistency across production batches. International collaborative efforts are 

underway to develop these standards, with particular focus on species-specific parameters that influence 

antimicrobial efficacy (Hong et al., 2023). Sustainability assessment frameworks are being developed to evaluate 

the environmental impact of dipteran chitosan production compared to traditional sources. Life cycle analyses 

demonstrate significant advantages in terms of water usage, carbon footprint, and land requirements. These 

sustainability credentials enhance the commercial appeal of dipteran chitosan, particularly for environmentally 

conscious markets and applications (Choudhary et al., 2023). Market development strategies are addressing 

challenges related to scalability, cost-effectiveness, and consumer acceptance. Integrated biorefinery approaches 

that valorize multiple components of dipteran biomass improve economic viability, while targeted education 

initiatives address perception barriers. Market analyses project significant growth potential for dipteran chitosan, 

with compound annual growth rates exceeding 12% in biomedical applications over the next decade (Kalaiyarasi 

et al., 2023).  Despite promising outcomes, several limitations remain (Table 5). 

 

Table 5. Limitations and Future Perspectives 

Aspect Limitation Impact Future direction References 

Solubility Poor at neutral 

pH 

Limited use Chemical 

modification 

Mourya & Inamdar, 

2008 

Batch 

variability 

Source 

dependent 

Low 

reproducibility 

Fungal/insect 

sources 

Zou et al., 2023 

Toxicity High dose 

effects 

Clinical 

hesitation 

Nanoformulations Kean & Thanou, 2010 

 

6. SUMMARY AND IMPLICATIONS 

The comprehensive analysis presented in this study underscores the profound influence of source species on 

chitosan's antimicrobial properties and therapeutic potential. Our findings reveal that chitosan derived from 
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different crustacean, fungal, and dipteran sources possesses distinct molecular characteristics, including 

variations in degree of deacetylation, molecular weight distribution, and quaternization patterns, which directly 

impact its antimicrobial efficacy against various pathogenic microorganisms. The comparative analysis and 

evaluation of the antimicrobial efficacy of chitosan extracted from various dipteran species further highlight the 

significant influence of source species on its functional properties and therapeutic potential. Species-specific 

variations in molecular weight, degree of deacetylation, and crystallinity significantly impact the antimicrobial 

activity and structural characteristics of chitosan. For instance, chitosan derived from Hermetia illucens 

demonstrates superior antimicrobial efficacy due to its optimal molecular weight and high degree of 

deacetylation, while Musca domestica chitosan exhibits enhanced antifungal properties attributed to its modified 

surface charge and functional group distribution (Kim et al., 2023; Rodriguez-Garcia et al., 2024). 

Understanding the structure-function relationships of chitosan is pivotal for tailoring its applications in 

biomedical fields. The findings emphasize that low molecular weight chitosan enhances cellular penetration, 

making it suitable for drug delivery, whereas high molecular weight chitosan provides extended antimicrobial 

activity, ideal for biofilm prevention and surface coatings (Cheung et al., 2015; Patel et al., 2023). Additionally, 

the degree of deacetylation correlates with antimicrobial activity, solubility, and binding mechanisms, further 

enhancing its versatility in therapeutic applications (Martinez-Lopez et al., 2023). Our structure-function analyses 

have elucidated the molecular mechanisms underlying these species-dependent variations, highlighting the 

critical role of chitosan's polymeric architecture in facilitating interactions with microbial cell membranes. The 

research confirms that the cationic charge density, which varies significantly among source species, directly 

correlates with antimicrobial potency through electrostatic interactions with negatively charged microbial 

surfaces (Ramirez-Coutiño et al., 2022). Additionally, conformational flexibility and hydrophobic interactions 

contribute to the observed differences in antimicrobial spectrum and potency. 

Recent advancements in analytical techniques have enabled more precise characterization of species-specific 

chitosan structures, providing new insights into their functional properties. Sophisticated NMR spectroscopy and 

mass spectrometry analyses have revealed subtle differences in acetylation patterns and branching structures 

among chitosan samples from various sources, correlating with their differential bioactivities (Lombardi et al., 

2024). These findings align with emerging research suggesting that even minor structural variations can 

significantly influence therapeutic outcomes. 

This review also underscores the importance of optimizing extraction methods and characterization techniques 

to maximize the yield and quality of chitosan. The exploration of dipteran species as alternative sources not only 

addresses sustainability concerns but also opens new avenues for developing advanced biomedical technologies. 

Future research should focus on standardizing extraction protocols, enhancing structural properties, and 

expanding applications in regenerative medicine and environmental solutions (Wilson et al., 2024; Zhang et al., 

2023). 

The translational implications of these results are substantial for biomedical applications. By leveraging species-

specific characteristics, targeted formulations can be developed for diverse clinical scenarios, ranging from 

wound dressings to antimicrobial coatings for medical devices. Recent clinical trials utilizing species-optimized 

chitosan formulations have demonstrated enhanced efficacy in chronic wound management and reduced infection 

rates in orthopedic implants (Johnson & Patel, 2024). Additionally, the biodegradability profiles of chitosan from 

different species influence their suitability for various drug delivery systems, with slower-degrading variants 

showing promise for extended-release applications (Nakamura et al., 2023). Environmental and sustainability 

considerations further emphasize the importance of source species selection. The research indicates that chitosan 

extracted from insect species offers comparable antimicrobial properties to traditional sources while providing 

ecological and economic advantages (Fernandez-Saiz et al., 2023). This circular bioeconomy approach aligns 

with global sustainability goals while meeting therapeutic requirements. The synergistic potential of chitosan 

with conventional antimicrobial agents represents another promising avenue highlighted by our findings. Species-

specific chitosan variants demonstrate differential synergistic effects when combined with antibiotics, potentially 

addressing the growing concern of antimicrobial resistance (Torres-Giner et al., 2024). 
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In conclusion, this comprehensive analysis provides a robust framework for leveraging the unique properties 

of chitosan from various sources, including dipteran species, to optimize its antimicrobial efficacy and 

therapeutic potential. The elucidated structure-function relationships provide a scientific foundation for 

rationally designing antimicrobial formulations tailored to specific clinical needs. By integrating species-

specific insights with innovative extraction and application strategies, researchers can unlock the full potential 

of chitosan as a sustainable and versatile biomaterial. Future research directions should focus on standardizing 

characterization methods for species-specific chitosan, exploring combinatorial approaches with other 

bioactive compounds, and conducting larger-scale clinical validations across diverse therapeutic applications 

(Hernández-Rangel et al., 2023). By adopting this species-informed approach, the full therapeutic potential of 

chitosan can be realized in addressing contemporary healthcare challenges. 
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