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Abstract  
 

Human fascination with speed has evolved significantly, starting from a survival imperative to a central feature 
of modern competitive culture. This paper examined how speed, as a cultural and competitive ideal, shaped the 

institutional development of equestrian and motor racing across national contexts. Tracing the transformation 

from aristocratic horse racing to industrial-era motorsport, it argues that speed does not institutionalise uniformly. 
Instead, its durability depends on technological ecosystem, class structures, infrastructural readiness and 

regulatory coherence. Through a competitive analysis of the United Kingdom and India, the study demonstrates 
that where industrial capacity, political continuity and media-commercial integration converge, both equestrian 

and motor racing can coexist and flourish. Where these structural conditions remain fragmented, transitions from 

traditional equestrian institutions to modern model sport remain unstable. The findings suggest that speed is not 
merely an aesthetic or technological phenomenon but an institutional one, embedded within broader political-

economic systems that determine whether competitive cultures endure or dissipate. 
 

Keywords: speed culture, institutional development, equestrian racing, motorsport, comparative political 
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Introduction  

From the earliest periods of human existence, speed has been inseparable from survival and status. In prehistoric 

societies, the ability to move swiftly determined success in hunting, escape from predators and dominance in 

warfare. Practices such as persistence hunting relied not on brute force but on endurance and strategic pacing 
(Wolter, 2024), reinforcing speed as a marker of fitness and superiority. Over time, as society stabilised and 

technological capacities expanded, the functional necessity of speed gradually transformed into something 
symbolic. What was once a condition for survival evolved into spectacle, competition and entertainment.  

Contemporary psychological research suggests that high-speed experiences stimulate adrenaline and dopamine 

responses associated with excitement and reward. These impulses can be considered residual adaptations – 
mechanisms once crucial for responding to threat or competition that now manifest in simulated risk 

environments. Anthropologically, sport functions as a stage upon which historically valued traits like speed, 
strength and coordination are publicly displayed and socially rewarded. The modern obsession with speed, 

therefore, is not incidental – it reflects both evolutionary inheritance and cultural reinvention.  

Horse racing represents one of the earliest organised expressions of this transformation. Emerging from the 
domestication of the horse in Central Asia and later formalized through Greek and Roman chariot competitions, 

it institutionalised speed through selective breeding, regulated competition and aristocratic patronage. In contrast, 
car racing emerged in the late 19th century as a direct product of industrial innovation, relocating the pursuit of 
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speed from the biological to the mechanical (Britannica, 2019a). Though both sports are animated by the same 

underlying fascination, they differ structurally in their technological foundations, institutional development and 
cultural meaning.  

The divergence becomes particularly visible across national contexts. In the United Kingdom, equestrian racing 
was formalised through elite institutions and later coexisted with a robust automated industry that enabled motor 

racing to flourish. Both sports became embedded within national identity, albeit across different social strata. In 

India, by contrast, horse racing arrived through colonial diffusion and retained its association with elite enclaves, 
whereas attempts to establish large-scale motorsports such as the Formula One India Grand Prix proved short-

lived. This uneven trajectory raises a broad analytical question about the conditions under which cultures 
institutionalise speed. This paper, therefore, asks: To what extent has the evolution of speed as a cultural and 

competitive ideal shaped the institutional development of equestrian and motor racing across national 

contexts?  

This research paper argues that the symbolic value of speed evolves in alignment with the society’s technological 

ecosystems, class structures and infrastructural readiness. Where industrial capacity, media integration and 
cultural capital converge, as in the United Kingdom, both equestrian and motor racing can coexist and flourish. 

Where these structural conditions remain fragmented, as in India, the transition from aristocratic equestrian 
traditions to modern motorsport remains incomplete.  

 

Equestrian Racing: A Pre-modern Obsession with Speed 

Much before speed became associated with machines, it was cultivated through animals – most significantly, the 

horse. The domestication of the horse in Central Asia around 4000 BCE marked a decisive transformation in 
human mobility, warfare and social organisation (Kniffen, 2022). Archaeological evidence from the Botai culture 

in present-day Kazakhstan indicates evidence of bridling, riding and even the milking of mares, demonstrating 

systematic human control over equine reproduction and use more than 5,000 years ago (Bower, 2009).  

Genetic research further suggests that modern domesticated horses emerged from selective breeding in the 

Eurasian steppe, where humans actively shaped traits such as stress tolerance and load-bearing capacity 
(Ashworth, 2021). This process reveals an early form of what might be termed biological optimisation: speed 

was no longer an incidental natural attribute but a trait deliberately reproduced, refined and managed. The cultural 

significance of speed thus begins not simply with movements but with the capacity to control and institutionalise 
it.  

Speed as a Theatre of Power in the Ancient World  

The emergence of chariot technology transformed equine speed into a highly visible public performance. The 

chariot originated in Mesopotamia around 3000 BCE and evolved into a lighter, faster vehicle once horses were 

introduced as draft animals around 2000 BCE (Britannica, 2019b). This technological advancement 
revolutionised warfare and ceremonial display by increasing mobility and speed on the battlefield.  

In ancient Greece, horse and chariot racing were central events in athletic competitions for nearly a millennium 
(Decker, 2019). As seen in Figure 1, the architecture of Greek hippodromes was relatively simple, but elaborate 

starting mechanisms were constructed to ensure fairness and regulate competition. Importantly, in Greek 

equestrian contests, it was the owner of the horses who was officially recognised as the victor, not the charioteer 
or rider (Mann and Scharff, 2020). Although the skill of the jockey was essential, textual records rarely mention 

them. Instead, elite owners commissioned victory monuments and celebratory poetry, reinforcing aristocratic 
prestige through equestrian success.  
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Figure 1: The Hippodrome of Constantinople (Akyürek, 2021) 

In Rome, chariot racing evolved into a large-scale public attraction at venues such as the Circus Maximus (Figure 

2), where teams competed in highly organised, faction-based events drawing enormous crowds (McCormack, 
2023). This sport required extensive infrastructure, trained horses, professional drivers and factional management 

systems. Although charioteers could achieve fame and wealth, they were often slaves or freedmen and social 

recognition was unevenly distributed. The true beneficiaries of prestige were the sponsors and faction owners 
who controlled the stables and breeding network.  

 
Figure 2: Rome’s Circus Maximus as captured in Alexander von Wagner’s 1882 painting (Álvarez, 2021) 

Across both Greek and Roman contexts, speed was deeply entangled with hierarchy. Ownership, not physical 
performance alone, defined prestige.  

Royal Patronage and Social Consolidation in Seventeenth-Century England  

The transition from ancient ritualized competition to modern sport crystallized in seventeenth-century England. 

Under James I, royal patronage established Newmarket as a central site of organised racing, transforming what 

had been scattered contests into socially structured meetings (Britannica, 2026). Racing increasingly revolved 
around formal matches between owners, with written agreements specifying stakes and conditions. Betting 

became central to the racing culture, but participation remained largely confined to aristocratic circles.  

Race meetings functioned as elite social arenas where gambling, negotiation and displays of prestige reinforced 

class boundaries. The financial risks and rewards of racing were accessible primarily to landowners and the 

wealthy, embedding exclusivity within the sport’s economic structure. Physical track arrangements mirrored 
these hierarchies: grandstands accommodated the elite while outer viewing areas hosted lower-status spectators. 

Spatial organisation thus reproduced broader social divisions.  
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By the mid-eighteenth century, racing had shifted further towards standardised breeding and regulated 

competition (Huggins, 2016). Open-field flat races emphasise weight-carrying capacity and bloodline 
management, increasing the technical focus on selective breeding. Speed became not only admired, but measured, 

codified and reproduced under increasingly controlled conditions.  

The Jockey Club and the Formalization of Racing 

The founding of the Jockey Club in 1750 marked a decisive step in the bureaucratisation of British horse racing 

(Drager, 2023). Established by influential members of British Society, the club introduced standardised rules to 
ensure fairness and consistency in racing (The Jockey Club, 2026). Over time, these rules were adopted nationally 

and internationally, positioning Britain as a regulatory centre of the sport.  

The governance structure remained self-elected and elite-dominated well into the modern period. By codifying 

racing practices and controlling disciplinary measures, the Jockey Club transformed equestrian competition into 
a stable, rule-bound institution. Speed was no longer merely admired; it was measured, governed and reproduced 

within elite-controlled networks.  

Royal Ascot (Figure 3) exemplifies this institutional fusion of speed and ceremony. Founded in 1711 under Queen 
Anne, Ascot rapidly became integrated into the royal and court calendar (BBC, 2011). The introduction of the 

Royal Enclosure in 1820 formalised exclusivity, restricting access to the sovereign’s invited guests (Bailey, 
2025). Strict dress codes and ceremonial processions reinforced its identity as both sporting competition and 

social ritual.  

 
Figure 3: The Royal Ascot (BBC, 2011) 

Early monarchs such as Henry VIII demonstrate that equestrian culture had long functioned as an elite 

performance of masculinity and authority. Henry maintained extensive stables, imported prized horses, invested 

in breeding programs and laid out flat race courses for competitive events (Weir, 2002). His active engagement 
with breeding and racing underscores the centrality of equestrian skill and ownership within aristocratic identity.  

Colonial Transmission and Structured Exclusivity  

As British influence expanded globally, equestrian institutions were exported through colonial channels. 

Governance systems modelled on the British Jockey Club appeared internationally, replicating rule-based racing 

within elite social frameworks. However, because racing’s structure was historically rooted in aristocratic 
patronage and capital-intensive breeding systems, it often remained socially exclusive in colonial settings. 

Racecourses became embedded with urban-elite enclaves rather than broad-based national sporting cultures.  
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Conclusion 

Overall, equestrian racing thus represents the pre-modern institutionalisation of speed through biological 
optimisation, aristocratic patronage and regulatory authority. From Central Asian domestication to ancient 

Mediterranean spectacle and British formal governance, speed became an asset that could be bred, owned and 
ceremonially displayed. By the eighteenth century, Britain had developed a mature system in which speed 

functioned as structured cultural capital – deeply embedded in class hierarchy and institutional control.  

 

Car Racing: The Industrial Age Reimagining of Speed 

If equestrian racing institutionalised speed through biological optimisation and aristocratic patronage, car racing 
reconstituted speed as a technological and industrial achievement. Unlike horse racing, which evolved from 

domesticated animal power, automobile racing emerged directly from the late nineteenth-century revolution in 
mechanical engineering. The invention of the gasoline-powered internal combustion engine in the 1880s 

catalysed a new competitive arena in which speed no longer depended on bloodline but on mechanical innovation 

(Britannica, 2019a).  

The first organised automobile competition, the 1894 Paris-Rouen Trial, was less a pure race than a public 

demonstration of technological capability (Auerbach, 2022). Organised to assess the reliability and practicality 
of horseless carriages, it reflected industrial experimentation rather than aristocratic sport. Subsequent races, 

including the 1895 Paris-Bordeaux events, extended distances and increased average speed (Hanlon, 2019), 

signalling the transformation of mechanical reliability into competitive spectacle. Unlike equestrian racing, which 
was tied to lineage and ownership, early automobile competition was deeply connected to industrial exhibition, 

national engineering prestige and commercial ambition (AM, 2022).  

By the early twentieth century, automobile racing had become a proving ground for national technological 

superiority. The Gordon Bennett Trophy, for example, required that cars be built entirely within their represented 

nation (IMRRC, 2024), embedding racing within broader industrial rivalry. Speed was no longer a function of 
breeding but of engineering capacity. In this sense, motorsport emerged not as a leisure extension of aristocratic 

culture but as a direct performance of industrial modernity.  

From Road to Engineered Circuit 

One of the most profound transformations in the reimagining of speed was spatial. Early automobile races were 

conducted on public roads, often between cities, but escalating speeds and mounting accidents made such formats 
unsustainable (Britannica, 2019a). The construction of Brooklands (Figure 4) – widely recognised as the world’s 

first purpose-built motor racing circuit – in 1907 marked a decisive infrastructural shift (Judge, 2015). Unlike 
equestrian racing, which had long been confined to natural turf courses, Brooklands was engineered explicitly 

for velocity, featuring banked curves designed to facilitate sustained high-speed travel (Johnson, 2025).  

 
Figure 4: Brooklands Race Track (BBC, 2017) 
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This spatial transformation intensified in the post-war period. Silverstone, originally a Royal Air Force field 

during World War II, was repurposed as a racing venue and hosted the inaugural Formula One (F1) World 
Championship race in 1950 (Formula 1, 2020). The adaptation of military infrastructure for high-speed 

competition symbolised a broader re-orientation of wartime industrial capacity towards peacetime spectacle.  

By mid-century, motor racing had fully detached from the open road and natural terrain, relocating speed into 

purpose-built, technologically mediated environments. Circuits were no longer incidental settings; they were 

engineered instruments of velocity. 

The Formalization of Global Motorsport  

While engineered circuits redefined the physical space of speed, the establishment of the F1 World Championship 
in 1950 formalized its global institutional structure. Unlike the fragmented Grand Prix events of the early 

twentieth century, the new championship created a unified, points-based international competition under the 
authority of the Federation Internationale de l'Automobile (FIA) (Hughes, 2025).  

This marked a shift from sporadic industrial exhibitions to a standardised global sporting system. Technical 

regulations, seasonal calendars and championship standings introduced continuity and comparability across 
events. Where equestrian racing governance historically rested within aristocratic networks, F1 operated through 

international regulatory coordination and commercial negotiation.  

Over time, this institutional consolidation extended to the regulation of circuits. To host F1 events, tracks must 

meet stringent FIA Grade 1 standards governing design specifications, safety measures, runoff zones, barrier 

systems and spectator infrastructure (Park, 2025). The incorporation of Armco barriers, gravel traps, escape roads 
and energy-absorbing systems reflects how mechanical speed required calculated risk management and technical 

oversight. Speed was therefore no longer merely displayed; instead, it was engineered, monitored and regulated 
on a global scale.  

 
Figure 5: FIA Grade 1 Circuits (Bellwood, 2025) 

The Driver as a Modern Hero 

The symbolic centre of speed also shifted. In equestrian racing, recognition historically accrued to owners and 
bloodlines; jockeys remained secondary figures. In contrast, automobile racing elevated the driver as the primary 

heroic figure. From early Grand Prix champions such as Giuseppe "Nino" Farina and Juan Manuel Fangio to later 

icons like Ayrton Senna and Michael Schumacher, the driver became a globally recognised person (Wilkins, 
2025).  
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This transformation was amplified by broadcast media. From the 1980s onward, F1’s commercial restructuring 

under centralised television rights transformed races into global media displays broadcast to hundreds of millions 
of viewers. Sophisticated camera placements, onboard footage, real-time telemetry graphics and dramatic 

commentary constructed a mediated ‘screen of speed’ that intensified the viewers’ sensory immersion (Sturm, 
2014). Unlike equestrian racing’s ritualised spectatorship motorsports audience became transnational and 

digitally connected. 

F1 thus evolved into what has been described as a glamorous and high-tech global spectacle of speed. Cars 
saturated with sponsor logos, city-based street circuits like Monaco and Singapore and celebrity-driven race 

weekends exemplify how speed became intertwined with corporate branding and global consumer culture.  

Conclusion 

Finally, the strategic logic of competition diverged sharply from equestrian racing. Whereas equestrian strategy 
emphasised intuitive control and animal conditioning, motorsport evolved into a system-based enterprise. Modern 

racing teams integrate engineers, data analysts, pit crews, aerodynamicists and simulation specialists. Onboard 

telemetry and predictive modelling reduce uncertainty, transforming speed into a calculable technological output 
rather than an embodied human-animal partnership. Even circuit design reflects this systemic logic: contemporary 

tracks are engineered by specialised designers and approved through complex regulatory processes. Racing thus 
becomes not merely a contest between drivers but a competition between technological ecosystems. 

 

United Kingdom: Embedded Speed as Heritage and Industry 

Britain’s endurance as a global centre of both horse racing and motorsport is not accidental; it reflects institutional 

design that stabilises high-cost, high-risk sports over long time horizons. In horse racing, the key mechanism is 
that the sport is not funded only through enthusiasm or sporadic sponsorship but is structurally linked to betting 

markets through redistributive policy. The UK’s Horserace Betting Levy, paid by bookmakers and channelled 

back into racing, effectively treats wagering as an adjacent industry whose profits can be partially recycled into 
the integrity, prize money and infrastructure that keep the sport credible and economically viable (Fletcher, 2025). 

This matters because racing is a classic example of a sport with high fixed costs and volatile demand; without a 
predictable revenue spine, it becomes vulnerable to the very decline spiral evident in weaker jurisdictions.  

With regard to motorsport, Britain’s retention advantage is best explained through industrial clustering rather 

than national passion. The region widely described as Motorsport Valley concentrates teams, suppliers, 
specialised labour and R&D capabilities in close geographic proximity, producing network effects that lower 

transaction costs and accelerate innovation cycles (Mansell, 2025). In practice, this means motorsport survives 
not merely as an entertainment product but also as a technologically productive ecosystem, one with spillovers 

into advanced manufacturing, engineering skills and national competitiveness. Parliamentary evidence has long 

framed UK motorsport as economically significant industrial capacity rather than cultural excess (House of 
Commons, 2010), which helps explain why the sector has remained institutionally legible to policymakers and 

investors over time.  

Crucially, the UK model also illustrates how continuity is greatly manufactured. Governance frameworks reduce 

uncertainty for investors and organisers: long-standing sporting bodies, clearer rule systems and routinised event-

hosting capabilities make it less likely that a change in political leadership or bureaucratic interpretation will 
abruptly reclassify the sport’s legitimacy or cost base. Where jurisdictions with weaker institutional consistency 

experience event volatility, Britain’s advantage is that racing is embedded in repeatable, professionalised systems, 
so the sports retain credibility as ongoing industries rather than one-off spectacles. This combination of stable 

funding logic, dense technical clusters and lower regulatory unpredictability helps explain why Britain has been 

able to preserve racing as both heritage and high-performance enterprise across decades.  
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India: Episodic Speed and Institutional Fragility 

India’s speed cultures reveal an uneven transition from colonial equine traditions to modern engineered 
motorsport. Horse racing in India developed under British rule as a formal institution linked to cantonments and 

colonial urban governance, with early race meetings recorded as far back as the late eighteenth century and rapid 
expansion across British-controlled towns by the mid-nineteenth century (Huntington, 2011). This origin matters 

because it suggests that racing’s early legitimacy derived less from mass participation and more from an 

institutional embedding within colonial administrative space. Even in contemporary narratives, turf clubs remain 
framed as heritage ecosystems supporting breeding, tourism and layered livelihoods (Bachhawat, 2025) – an 

implicit claim that the sport's value is not reducible to wagering alone.  

However, post-independence continuity has not translated into stable modernisation. Instead, India’s regulated 

horse racing economy has become increasingly vulnerable to policy design, particularly taxation, which has 
altered incentives and pushed activity into informal markets. Since October 2023, racing bets have been taxed at 

28% GST on the full face value of bets rather than on platform commissions or net revenue, effectively treating 

the entire betting pool as taxable turnover (The Hindu, 2023). This is a decisive structural intervention as it raises 
the cost of participating legally, compresses expected returns and makes illegal alternatives relatively more 

attractive. The observable result is not the disappearance of demand for betting but its migration. Reported 
collapses in official collections – Hyderabad’s drop from INR1,271 crore (2016-17) to INR141 crore (2024-25) 

(Bachhawat, 2025) and Royal Western India Turf Club’s (RWITC) decline from roughly INR15 crore to INR2-

3 crore(Awasthi, 2024) – coincide with claims of an expanding parallel market. Economically, this is a textbook 
case of a tax wedge shifting activity into unregulated channels, reducing both state revenue and institutional 

capacity to maintain the sport’s broader employment ecosystem.  

The fiscal squeeze becomes socially consequential because Indian horse racing is not merely a leisure activity. It 

is a production network with high fixed costs and labour dependence. Monthly upkeep estimates of roughly 

INR35,000 per horse (Bachhawat, 2025) and reported contraction in equine populations and breeding output 
indicate that when legal wagering revenue falls, the costs don’t disappear – they cascade onto owners, trainers, 

grooms, veterinarians, breeders and feed suppliers (Thakur, 2025). In other words, policy not only regulates 
gambling but also indirectly determines whether the entire supply chain can survive or not. The industry’s effort 

to protect itself also hinges on classification – arguing racing as skill-based and jurisprudentially recognised as 

such (Awasthi, 2024), which becomes politically important when the state’s framing collapses racing into ‘sin’ 
consumption (Thakur, 2025). The deeper evaluatory point is that institutional legitimacy in India is fragile when 

it depends on whether the state sees speed as a sport, heritage or vice.  

Motorsport, meanwhile, illustrates a different constraint: not policy hostility to wagering but the difficulty of 

sustaining engineered speed within India's political-bureaucratic environment. The country has repeatedly 

demonstrated that it can stage global motorsport moments –  F1 at Buddh (2011-2013), Formula E in Hyderabad 
(2023) and MotoGP (2023). Yet, each has struggled to persist due to contracts, taxation/administrative hurdles 

and promoter financing. The Indian Grand Prix’s decline in attendance from 95,000 to 45,000 by 2013 (Banerjee, 
2021) matters less as a ‘fans don’t care’ story and more as an institutional fragility story where, without stable 

public policy support, predictable customs/tax treatment and long-term commercial scaffolding, initial excitement 

cannot convert into repeatability (John and Philip, 2025). Multiple accounts convert on the same pattern (Sikdar, 
2024): when governments change, deals become unstable; when classification or compliance burdens spike, costs 

become unviable; and when importing or moving machinery faces friction, international stakeholders hesitate. In 
this sense, Indian motorsport fails not because speed lacks appeal but because engineered speed requires reliable 

governance.  

Crucially, India’s motorsport constraint is also structural: a limited domestic engineering and trackside talent 
ecosystem that leaves infrastructure underutilised and raises dependence on external expertise (Rane, 2025). This 

reframes the problem from ‘India needs more events’ to ‘India needs the technical labour market that makes 
events economically rational’.  The argument is that without a robust ecosystem of race engineers, data analysts, 

https://ijnrd.org/
http://www.ijnrd.org/


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF NOVEL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (IJNRD) 
                 © 2026 IJNRD | Volume 11, Issue 5, May 2026 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 
 

 

IJNRD2605127 IJNRD - International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  

 

b189 

vehicle dynamic specialists and technicians, circuits cannot become continuously productive assets. They become 

occasional venues whose fixed costs are hard to justify. The partial exception may be two-wheeler racing, where 
India’s mass motorcycle market lowers entry barriers and makes grassroots engagement more plausible (Sikdar, 

2024) – suggesting that speed scales when it aligns with the country’s consumer base and affordability constraints.  

Taken together, India’s case shows that speed modernises unevenly: equine speed persists through inherited 

institutions, but it is undermined by revenue design choices that push activity into informality; mechanical speed 

arrives in bursts but struggles to stabilise without state capacity, policy continuity and technical ecosystems.  

 

Conclusion 

This paper set out to examine the extent to which the evolution of speed as a cultural and competitive ideal shaped 

the institutional development of equestrian and motor racing across national contexts.  

In its pre-modern form, equestrian racing institutionalised speed through aristocratic patronage, biological 

optimisation and regulatory codification. Speed was bred, owned and ceremonially displayed within elite 

networks. The emergence of governing bodies and standardised breeding practices transformed what began as 
ritualised public competition into a rule-bound institution. However, this model was inherently stratified; it 

embedded speed within class hierarchy and limited participation through capital-intensive ownership structures.  

The industrial age reconfigured this logic. Motor racing shifted the locus of speed from animal endurance to 

mechanical engineering, from hereditary bloodlines to technological design. This transformation did not merely 

increase velocity; it altered the meaning of competition altogether. Speed became a calculable output of 
coordinated engineering systems. Circuits were engineered for precision, safety and repeatability. Teams 

expanded beyond drivers to include data analysts, aerodynamicists and simulation specialists. The driver emerged 
as a modern celebrity, mediated through broadcasting, sponsorship and commercial partnerships. In this context, 

speed ceased to be an aristocratic inheritance and became an industrial performance.  

That said, the comparative case studies revealed that technological innovation alone does not guarantee 
institutional permanence. In the United Kingdom, equestrian and motor racing coexist because they are embedded 

within stable governance structures, integrated betting systems, industrial clusters and a mature media-
commercial environment. Horse racing retained legitimacy through mechanisms such as structured revenue 

redistribution, whereas motorsport flourished within dense engineering networks and policy continuity. Speed in 

Britain became both heritage and industry – culturally symbolic as well as economically rational.  

India’s trajectory, on the other hand, illustrates the limits of symbolic aspiration without structural consolidation. 

Colonial transmission ensured the survival of equestrian institutions, but post-independence policy volatility, 
taxation design and urban land pressures have destabilised that economic base. Similarly, high-profile motorsport 

events demonstrated that India possesses enthusiasm and market potential, yet recurring bureaucratic uncertainty, 

regulatory classification issues, a limited engineering ecosystem and fragile promoter financing have prevented 
sustained integration into the global motorsport calendar. Speed in this context remains episodic rather than 

embedded.  

The comparative analysis, therefore, suggests that the evolution of speed as a cultural ideal shapes institutional 

development only to the extent that it is supported by technological ecosystems, class mediation, infrastructure 

reliability and policy coherence. Where these factors converge, speed transitions smoothly from aristocratic ritual 
to industrial spectacle and retains legitimacy across eras. Where they remain fragmented, speed struggles to 

stabilise as a durable sporting institution. 
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