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Abstract: 

The vision of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar on women empowerment was rooted in equality dignity and social 

justice. He believed that the progress of a society can be measured by the degree of progress achieved by 

its women. For Ambedkar women’s empowerment was not limited to social reform but was closely linked 

with legal rights education and economic independence. He strongly opposed social evils such as child 

marriage dowry system caste discrimination and the denial of education to women. 

Ambedkar emphasized education as the most powerful tool for empowering women. He encouraged 

women to pursue education and participate actively in social and political life. Through his efforts 

important provisions related to women’s rights were included in the Indian Constitution such as equality 

before law equal pay and protection against discrimination. As the Law Minister he played a key role in 

advocating the Hindu Code Bill which aimed to give women rights in marriage divorce and property 

though it faced strong opposition. 

 

In the contemporary era women are increasingly visible in education employment entrepreneurship 

politics and leadership. However, challenges like gender-based violence wage gaps social stereotypes and 

unequal access to opportunities still persist. 

Dr. Ambedkar also highlighted the importance of self-respect and collective struggle. In the 21st century 

this spirit is reflected in women led movements social media activism and global campaigns for gender 

justice. His vision encourages society to move beyond symbolic empowerment toward real structural 

change. Thus, Ambedkar’s thoughts continue to inspire a modern understanding of women empowerment 

that combines constitutional morality social reform and human dignity in a rapidly changing world. 

 

KEYWORDS: Women Empowerment, Hindu code bill, Social justice, Gender equality, 21st Century Era. 

INTRODUCTION: 

Women empowerment means giving women equal rights opportunities and freedom to make decisions in 

social economic political and personal life. It includes access to education employment legal protection 

and respect so women can live with dignity confidence and independence in society. 

Women empowerment has been a central concern in the struggle for social justice in India and the vision 

of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar stands out as one of the most progressive and transformative approaches to this 

idea. Dr. Ambedkar viewed the condition of women as a true indicator of a society’s moral and social 

development. He firmly believed that without the emancipation of women real democracy and social 

equality could never be achieved. His thoughts on women empowerment were deeply rooted in the 

principles of liberty equality and fraternity. 

 

Dr. Ambedkar strongly opposed the patriarchal and caste-based structures that denied women basic human 

rights. He challenged oppressive social practices such as child marriage dowry system enforced 

widowhood and restrictions on women’s education and mobility. According to him these practices were 

https://ijnrd.org/
http://www.ijnrd.org/
mailto:sandipkarnekar333@gmail.com


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF NOVEL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (IJNRD) 
© 2026 IJNRD | Volume 11, Issue 7, July 2026 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

 

IJNRD2607142 IJNRD - International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  
 

b395 

not religious necessities but instruments of social control that kept women subordinate. He argued that 

women must be treated as independent individuals with equal rights rather than as dependents within 

family or caste systems. 

Education was the foundation of Ambedkar’s vision of empowerment. He consistently encouraged women 

to pursue education as a means to develop self-confidence awareness and economic independence. He 

believed that educated women could question injustice participate in public life and contribute 

meaningfully to nation building. His role as the chief architect of the Indian Constitution ensured that 

women were granted equal legal status fundamental rights and protection against discrimination. 

In essence Dr. Ambedkar’s vision of women empowerment was holistic combining social reform legal 

equality and economic freedom. His ideas laid the groundwork for modern gender justice in India and 

continue to inspire efforts toward building an inclusive and egalitarian society. 

Research Methodology: 

This present paper is an attempt to highlight Dr.Ambedkar view on women problems in post-independence 

India and the relevancy of his ideas in present Legal and social scenario of India. Secondary data have 

been collected from internet, newspapers, published papers, books and articles. 

Literature review: 

1. Dr. B.R.Ambedkar and women empowerment in India,” Quest journals(2014)- focuses on his legislation 

efforts,including the maternity benefit bill and the Hindu Code Bill. 

2. Role of Dr.B.R.Ambedkar in empowerment of women in India,”Research Gate(2024)-Analyzes his 

opposition to the caste system as part of the broader struggle for gender equality. 

3. Dr. B.R.Ambedkar vision for women empowerment and social transformation “Research Gate(2024) – 

Discusses his work as a tool for creating a more just society. 

4. Dr. B.R.Ambedkar’s contribution for human rights’(2011/2018)- explores his views on the social status 

of women. 

 

5. key literature highlights his advocacy for education, the Hindu Code Bill, and    Constitutional rights 

(Articles14-16) to ensure autonomy and dignity. 

6. Constitutional safeguards: 

Through the Indian Constitution, he enshrined principles of gender equality including: Article14: equality 

before the laws 

 

Article 15: Prohibition of discrimination on ground of sex  

Article 16: equality of opportunity in employment. 

Objectives of the study: 

1. To understand Ambedkar’s vision on women empowerment. 

2. To analyze his contribution to social and legal reforms affecting women in India. 

3. To study and understand Hindu code bill and examine its implementation in 21st century era. 

 

 

 

 

https://ijnrd.org/
http://www.ijnrd.org/


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF NOVEL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (IJNRD) 
© 2026 IJNRD | Volume 11, Issue 7, July 2026 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

 

IJNRD2607142 IJNRD - International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  
 

b396 

Hypothesis: 

1) Dr.B.R.Ambedkar believed that women can be empowered through education, equal rights and 

 economic independence and his efforts helped improve the status of women in India. 

 

2) Dr. Ambedkar ideas and reforms did not play a major role in improving women’s empowerment in 

India. 

Women empowerment was central to the vision of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, who believed that a society’s 

real progress is measured by the status of its women. He strongly opposed social practices that denied 

women education dignity and equality. For Ambedkar women were not dependents but equal citizens with 

full rights. 

He worked actively for women’s education and economic independence. As a social reformer he 

encouraged women to study participate in public life and question injustice. As India’s chief architect of 

the Constitution he ensured legal equality for women by guaranteeing fundamental rights such as equality 

before law freedom and protection against discrimination. He supported reforms in marriage inheritance 

and property rights so women could live with self-respect. 

Ambedkar clearly linked women’s empowerment with national development. His famous quote reflects 

this idea well 

“I measure the progress of a community by the degree of progress which women have achieved.” 

This quote shows his belief that empowering women is not only about helping individuals but about 

transforming society as a whole. Even today his vision remains relevant. Issues like education employment 

safety and representation can be addressed by following Ambedkar’s ideas. His thoughts remind us that 

true democracy is impossible unless women are treated as equal partners in social political and economic 

life. 

The Hindu Code Bill was a set of laws introduced in independent India to reform personal laws of Hindus 

and give more rights to women. It was mainly drafted and strongly supported by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar 

when he was India’s first Law Minister. 

Before this bill Hindu laws were based on old customs that treated women as inferior. Women had very 

limited rights in marriage divorce inheritance and adoption. The Hindu Code Bill aimed to change this 

and bring equality within the family system. 

The bill proposed important reforms. It gave women the right to inherit property equally with men. It 

allowed divorce under certain conditions instead of forcing unhappy marriages to continue. It recognized 

monogamy meaning one man could not have multiple wives. It also gave women rights in adoption and 

guardianship of children. 

However, the bill faced strong opposition from conservative groups who felt it went against traditional 

Hindu customs. Due to this resistance the bill was not passed in one piece. After Ambedkar resigned in 

protest the bill was later divided into separate laws like the Hindu Marriage Act Hindu Succession Act 

Hindu Adoption and Maintenance Act and Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act passed between 1955 

and 1956. 

The Hindu Code Bill was a major step toward gender equality and social justice. It transformed the legal 

status of Hindu women and remains a foundation of women’s rights in India today. 
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In the present context Era: 

In the 21st century the implementation of the Hindu Code Bill continues to shape the lives of millions of 

people in India. The laws passed under this bill ensure equal property rights for women divorce by law 

and protection in marriage adoption and guardianship. Today courts actively use these laws to support 

women’s rights and stop discrimination. Women are now more aware of their legal rights and are using 

them to claim inheritance and dignity. However, challenges like social pressure delays in justice and lack 

of awareness still exist. The vision of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar remains relevant as true equality needs both 

strong laws and social change. 

Women today face many challenges despite legal progress and social awareness. Gender inequality still 

affects education employment and leadership opportunities. Many women are paid less than men for the 

same work and struggle to reach decision making positions. Safety remains a serious concern with 

harassment domestic violence and cyber abuse limiting freedom and confidence. Social expectations often 

burden women with unpaid care work balancing career and family responsibilities. Access to healthcare 

nutrition and mental health support is uneven especially for rural and poor women. Deep rooted 

stereotypes and cultural norms continue to restrict choices making true equality a work in progress rather 

than a reality. 

 

 Five key constitutional provision for women in India: 

 Article 14 

Guarantees equality before law. Women and men are treated equally by the Constitution in all legal 

matters. 

 Article 15(1) and 15(3) 

Prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex and also allows the State to make special provisions for women 

to protect and uplift them. 

 Article 16 

Ensures equal opportunity for women in public employment. Women have the same right as men to 

government jobs and promotions. 

 Article 39(d) 

Directs the State to ensure equal pay for equal work for both men and women. 

 

 Article 42 

Provides for just and humane working conditions and maternity relief, safeguarding the health and dignity 

of working women 

 

Conclusion: 

The vision of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar on women empowerment was deep, practical, and far ahead of his 

time. He believed that no society can truly progress if women remain unequal or oppressed. For him, 

women empowerment was not charity but a matter of justice, dignity, and human rights. He strongly 

opposed social customs that denied women education, freedom, and equal status in family and society. 

Ambedkar emphasized education as the strongest tool for women to become independent and confident. 

He supported women’s rights in marriage, property, and employment, clearly reflected in his role in 

shaping constitutional provisions and reforms like the Hindu Code Bill. 

Even today, his vision remains highly relevant. While laws and policies exist, social attitudes still need 
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change. Ambedkar’s ideas remind us that real empowerment comes when women are respected, educated, 

economically independent, and free to make their own choices. His vision was not limited to one era but 

was meant for the future. 

Achieving true women empowerment in the 21st century means continuing the path he showed, by 

combining legal rights with social reform and moral responsibility 

 

Suggestions: 

 

1.Follow the vision of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar by ensuring equal rights for women in law and daily life. 

2.Promote quality education for girls so they become confident, aware, and independent. 

3.Encourage economic independence through equal job opportunities and fair wages. 

4.Remove social customs and traditions that restrict women’s freedom and growth. 

5.Ensure women have equal rights in marriage, property, and family decisions. 

6.Increase women’s participation in politics and leadership roles. 

7.Protect women from violence and discrimination through strict enforcement of laws. 

8.Change social attitudes by promoting respect, dignity, and equality for women from childhood. 
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