INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF NOVEL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (IJNRD) OPE“aMESS
© 2026 IJNRD | Volume 11, Issue 9, September 2026 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IINRD.ORG

Bold and Beautiful Angels on Assignment: The
Cosmic Feminine in Raja Rao’s The Cat and
Shakespeare and The Chess master and His Moves

C.VIJI
PH. D RESEARCH SCHOLAR: PART-TIME
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
DRAVIDIAN UNIVERSITY ANDHRA PRADESH, KUPPAM

ABSTRACT

This paper contends to examine the "bold and beautiful” women in Raja Rao's literary novels, The Cat and Shakespeare
(1965) and The Chessmaster and His Moves (1988). It further evaluates how Rao uess a complex literary triad to link galactic
beauty, rational boldness, and divine assignments. Through characters like Shanta (The Cat and Shakespeare) and the intricate
web of women surrounding Sivaswamy, particularly Jaya and Mireille (The Chess master and His Moves), Rao presents women
who are not passive witnesses to male existential crisis. Instead, they become active partners holding vital metaphysical
assignments. They utilize their innate and moral strength to guide the male protagonists from illusion (Maya) to absolute reality.
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INTRODUCTION

Raja Rao's mid-to-late career represents a profound shift from the socio-political realities of early Indian nationalism to an
uncompromising exploration of Advaita Vedanta philosophy., The Cat and Shakespeare and the monumental The Chessmaster
and His Moves, elevate women. In these texts, Rao firmly creates a separate triad: Moral Beauty, Intellectual Boldness, and the
Spiritual Assignment. The women in these novels are beautiful not by conventional standards of beauty but through their
alignment with the Feminine Principle (Sakti). They are bold because they challenge both Eastern orthodoxies and Western
materialism. They operate under distinct assignments, spiritual anchors, philosophical catalysts, and living representations of
absolute truth.

THE GLOWING GLORY

Set against the backdrop of World War Il in Malabar, The Cat and Shakespeare uses a deceptive comic simplicity to explain
the profound philosophy of total surrender (Prapatti), symbolized by a kitten being carried safely by a mother cat.

Shanta is the real manifestation of intuitive grace; she is the clerk Ramakrishna Pai’s mistress. Though living in a relationship
deemed unconventional by orthodox societal standards, she is portrayed with an unmatched aura of purity, dignity, and calm
certitude.

Shanta's assignment is to ground Pai’s erratic thoughts and gently induct him into the mystery of life. She understands the
"mother cat" philosophy instinctively without needing to intellectualize it. Her mission is to build a house for Pai, Shanta’s beauty
is fundamentally maternal, earth-bound, and serene. Her boldness is quiet but radical: she completely disregards societal taboos
regarding illegitimacy. She openly claims her love, uses her own funds to buy Pai's dream house, and views her pregnancy not as
a social shame, but as a sacred cosmic event. She explicitly tells Pai that a woman's true assignment is to give shape to the
formless. The mathematician protagonist, Sivaswamy, wanders through Paris and London, trying to solve the ultimate equations
of existence.

On the other hand, though Jaya is an unhappy married Indian woman her beauty lies in her deep connection to Sivaswamy
through an intense intellectual and spiritual bond. Jaya represents the tragic, deep-rooted beauty of traditional India. Her
assignment is to act as Sivaswamy's spiritual mirror. Through her sufferings and endurance, she forces him to confront the limits
of human relationships and the necessity of renunciation. Jaya possesses a melancholic, classical beauty. Her boldness is intensely
cerebral; she engages with Sivaswamy on complex philosophical terms, refusing to reduce their connection to a simple, worldly
affair. Her assignment is fulfilled when she chooses spiritual excellence over emotional possession.

MIRTH IN MIREILLE, THE WESTERN SEEKER OF EASTERN TRUTH

Mireille is a Frenchwoman who becomes Sivaswamy’s companion in Pari. Mireille represents the bridge between the rational
West and the mystical East. Her assignment is to shed her Eurocentric conditioning to understand the timeless, absolute nature of
the Brahminical consciousness that Sivaswamy embodies. Mireille represents an exquisite, vibrant Western beauty fused with an
open, fiercely independent intellect. She is bold enough to step entirely out of her cultural comfort zone, eagerly embracing Indian
rituals, philosophies, and ways of being. She actively seeks to lose her ego in the process, fulfilling her beloved’s desires.

Beauty in these works is defined as a character's capacity to reflect Sakti or the Absolute. Shanta’s pregnant radiance and
Jaya’s philosophical melancholy are beautiful because they are profoundly authentic. These women are bold because they choose
their own paths. Shanta chooses an unwed partnership; Mireille chooses an intercultural, spiritual devotion; Jaya chooses a love
that transcends the physical boundaries of her marriage. They boldly refuse to be defined by patriarchal or societal definitions of
standard behavior. They are given assignments by the narrative structure to rescue the male protagonists from their own
intellectual loops. Without Shanta, Pai remains trapped in his mundane clerk life; without Jaya and Mireille, Sivaswamy remains
an isolated mathematician unable to solve the ultimate equation of life.
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CONCLUSION

Raja Rao has masterfully refined the pattern of defining the phrae "bold and beautiful" by weaving women into the intricate
spiritual landscapes of The Cat and Shakespeare and The Chessmaster and His Moves, he elevates his heroines from earthly
activists to cosmic guides. Through the conceptual triad of beauty, boldness, and spiritual assignment, characters like Shanta,
Jaya, and Mireille become the true structural pillars of Rao's metaphysics. They prove that in Raja Rao's literary universe, the
feminine principle is the ultimate force.
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