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  Abstract  

This paper analyses the incorporation of political ecology in Indian Anthropocene fiction by linking 

the nation with its history, culture, political economy, and environment. The current geological epoch, the 

Holocene, became an epoch of the Anthropocene, characterised by a substantial increase in human activities. 

Humans have become an influencing ‘geological agent’, changing the earth's physical conditions. Amitav 

Ghosh in his The Great Derangement argues that climate change casts only a smaller shadow in Fiction but 

after the global pandemic there was a paradigm shift, climate fiction emerged as the dominant literary genre of 

the 21st century due to the rapid increase in the magnitude of climate change. Many contemporary writers 

concentrate on climate fiction, one among them being the famous Amitav Ghosh. This paper focuses on the 

works of Amitav Ghosh, particularly Gun Island. Amitav Ghosh is the most influential global thinker in the 

environment. He uses historical fiction as a device to record the reasons behind climate change, environmental 

degradation, and climate refugeeism. This paper postulates the importance of cli-fi as a serious genre that 

helps the younger generations reconnect with their environment by depicting political and ecological relations. 

Keywords: Political Ecology, Colonialism, Migration, Environmental Degradation, Climate change. 

 Introduction 

         Climate change is the long-term periodic modification of the earth’s temperature and weather patterns 
that disturb the balance of nature. This modification poses a significant threat to stability and security. India 

has distinct geographical features, diverse climatic conditions, and the most dynamic ecosystems in the 

world. India is one of the most inclined nations at risk of climate change. It has the highest densities of 

economic activity. The fragility might cause massive migration, insecurity, extreme weather events, socio-

economic problems, loss of biodiversity, and environmental degradation. Ghosh, in his Great Derangement, 

asserts that climate change has become a crisis of both culture and imagination (9). This culture interacts 

through literature and was linked to the history of colonialism and capitalism. Thus, climate change became a 

part of the plot in fiction and emerged from a subgenre of fiction into a new genre of literature called climate 

fiction or Anthropocene fiction. Cli-fi novels often constitute political ecology in the sequence of events and 

deal with the basic themes of migration, environment, ecological knowledge, post-colonialism, and power. 

Political ecology is the community of practice alongside the quality of text that associates culture with 

environmental justice, thereby providing the foundation for comparative ecocritical analysis of Indian 

Anthropocene fiction with history, postcolonialism, political economy, and geopolitical context.  

  Amitav Ghosh, India's most eminent writer, and global visionary were born in 1956 in Calcutta, best 

known for his Ibis Trilogy of Sea of Poppies (2008), River of Smoke (2011), Flood of Fire (2012), and Non-
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fiction work The Great Derangement: Climate Change and the Unthinkable (2016). His works are remarkable 

for representing the root causes of the climate crisis by establishing a network between culture, history, 

politics, and western colonialism. His Gun Island (2019) is an intricately interwoven plot of disaster, climate 

crisis, political ecology, myth, and culture that connects humans with the environment.  

 

Summary 

 

            Gun Island delineates the contingencies of the transmuting world. The novel is the mechanical 
juxtaposition of myth and climate change, dealing with political ecology, cross-cultural patterns, and 

migration. It outlines the journey of Dinanath Dutta (Deen), who returns from New York to the Sundarbans 

and later travels to Los Angeles and Venice to unravel the mystery of 17th-century legend Bonduki Sadagar 

(gun merchant) and his conflict with the Goddess of snakes, Manasa Devi. The novel consists of the stronger 

female characters, Piya Roy, Cinta, and Nilima Bose. Deen converges with Piya Roy, a marine biologist who 

spends most of her time in the Sunderbans studying the behavioural patterns of Irrawaddy dolphins ( Orcaella 

brevirostris). She adopted the son and wife of a villager who died while assisting her. She is also involved in 

trust and is supported by Niliama Bose, the founder of Badabon trust. Deen’s journey was assisted by his old 

friend Giacinta Schiavon (Cinta), a historian and a research scholar from Venice. The novel explores the 

marginalisation, displacement, and migration patterns of different species due to anthropogenic climate change 

through a variety of human characters: Tipu ( Tutul), Rafi, a gun merchant, and animal voices ( Rani and 

Manasa Devi). The novel is a mixture of history, politics of the carbon economy, climate catastrophes, and 

environmental crisis through its apocalyptic narratives and ends with the possibilities of hope.  

 

Political Ecology  

              Political ecology is the critical research field in the literary text which examines the complex 

relationship between politics, history, and planetary crisis. The combination of empirical observation, 

ecological field study, experience, oral folklore, and history makes Gun Island logically coherent, representing 

political ecology. The Sundarbans lie on the world’s largest delta at the opening of the Bay of Bengal and are 

known for their variety of flora and diverse fauna. It has a complex geological and hydrological character with 

climatic hazards, making life uncertain. Throughout history, the land has acted as a shelter for refugees. Gun 

Island illustrates the vulnerability of the region Sunderbans and the story was illustrated mainly from the 

perspective of local people and economically weaker sections of society ( Robbins 99). The expansion of 
governmental power has structured the vulnerabilities of local and marginalised communities to the planetary 

crisis, as reflected through the narratives of two cyclones, Bhola and Alia. On November 12, 1970, the Indian 

province of West Bengal and East Pakistan was hit by a category 4 cyclone named Bhola, just after the 

partition of Bengal. It was one of the greatest disasters of the 20th century that took away the lives of half a 

million people, and most of the casualties were from East Pakistan, where the political tension was aggravated 

by West Pakistan’s tardy response, triggering the war of Independence (13). The situation was made more 

severe by the steady flow of refugees from East Pakistan crossing the border into India to escape the political 

turmoil ( 14). Sunderbans was hit by another cyclone in 2009 that had long-term consequences and a 

devastating effect where the fertile lands became uncultivable due to the swamping of salt water and 

Sunderbans became a site of attraction for traffickers due to its poverty (Ghosh 49).  

 

Colonialism  

            The political ecology stories document the colonial past and are based on the exploration of historical 
documents and the socially conditioned nature of environmental claims. This textual fabric reinforces 

knowledge in narrative forms of contradictions, symbols, paradoxes, relationships, and transformations 

(Robbins 98). Similarly, in Gun Island, Ghosh carefully uses the legendary story of Bonduki Sadagar to draw 

a parallel connection between the past and the present. He retraces the origin of the current planetary crisis as 

rooted in the political dynamics of the old geo-political order constructed by Western colonialism and the 
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renaissance spirit of discovery of new sea routes to Asia and Africa in the 16th century through Cinta’s 

research on the role of Venice’s monopoly on the mediaeval spice trade. The legendary story of the 17th-

century gun merchant, Bonduki Sadagar, and his conflict with Manasa Devi is seen as the 'war between profit 

and nature; commerce and wilderness’ (Ghosh 4) as the result of human activities during the times of the 

World Wars, the Industrial Revolution, and the colonisation of western authorities. Deen establishes the 

difference between the migration of indentured servants and the current migration: the West enslaved the 

indentured labourers to produce plantation crops, but the migrants today were the consumers of technology, 

having their network, and they were resented by the West as they might pose a serious obstacle to the 

centuries-old agenda of Western supremacy and demographic control. The appearance of a blue boat at the 

end is seen as a powerful symbol of inequality, climate change, migration, and colonialism.  

That tiny vessel represented the overturning of a centuries-old project that had been essential to the shaping of 

Europe. Beginning with … the European imperial power had launched the greatest and the cruellest 

experiment on the planet… in the service of commerce…transported people between continents on an almost 

unimaginable scale, ultimately changing the demographic profile of the entire planet (Ghosh 279).  

 

Migration  

     This is a socio-political phenomenon of our time. Gun Island jeopardises the lives of climate 

refugees and explores the different migratory patterns of different species resulting from global climate 

change. The course of the narrative reveals the deep unjust structural economic drivers and the simultaneous 

ecological marginalisation of disempowered local communities into impoverishment with economically 

marginal social positions. Ghosh exposes the phenomenon of undocumented migration, human trafficking, 
drugs, identity crisis, prostitution, exploitation of bonded labour, xenophobia, and identity crisis through the 

characters: Gun Merchant, Rafi, and Tipu, climate refugees leaving their home in India, as they are tormented 

by harsh climatic conditions caused by climate change and global warming with the forces of labour and 

capital. He brings out the political unrest and social turmoil faced by illegal immigrants during migration 

through the arrival of Blue Boat and the demands of right-wing parties to shut the border with anti-immigrant 

slogans. Italy is only for Italians.  

Return to sender!  

No room here; go home  

We are Indigenous, the only owner of this continent  

Climate migration= invasion (Ghosh 272)  

 In touching on migration, Ghosh gives the ecological advocacy voice of socio-environmental justice to 

both human and non-human species. Gun Island highlights this series of migratory patterns of animals 

intersecting in an unnatural pattern due to the impact of global climate change and global warming. It is 

displayed through the cases of an increasing range of brown recluse venomous spiders in Europe, northward 

movement of yellow-bellied snakes in South California, shipworms, invasive bark beetles causing wildfires, 

migration of bioluminescent dinoflagellates, Irrawaddy dolphins, and other aquatic creatures migrating into 

oceanic dead zones.  

Environmental degradation  

    Ghosh underlines the structural and systematic exploitation of geopolitical and economic frameworks 
that adversely affect the environment through Gun Island. He reconfigures the relationship of power and 

profit in the past with politics and industry by illustrating the refinery as a "giant conglomerate that’s got 

politicians in its pockets on both sides of the border” that pollutes the river in the Sunderbans. He brings out 

the impact of an industrial effluent containing a large amount of toxic organic and inorganic pollutants that 

adversely affect the habitats of the marine ecosystem with the creation of an oceanic dead zone,  

These are the vast stretches of water that have a very low oxygen content—too low for fish to 

survive. Those zones have been growing at a phenomenal pace, primarily because of residues 

from chemical fertilisers. And those zones have now spread over ten thousand square miles of 

ocean -some of them as large as middle-sized countries (Ghosh 104)  

                This refinery has a long-term impact, alterations in biodiversity and the mass mortality events like 
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shoals of dead fish; fish kill; the decline in the population of carbs - the keystone species of Sunderbans, and 

the bleaching of dolphins are witnessed globally. Thus the ecosystem or species tends to lose or suffer for the 

benefit of other actors, extending the application of justice and injustice to the environment. These ecological 

narratives reveal the deep injustice in the structural economy and the altered power of actors.  

 

Climate change  

         Gun Island displays climate change as a worldwide issue by operating in significant places. The story was 
set in Brooklyn, post-colonial Sundarbans (India), Los Angeles ( New York), Venice (Italy), Egypt, and Sicily 

where the consequences of climate change are evident in reality. It exposes the decaying bio-diversity and 

fragility of life within the sensitive locations of Sunderbans and Venice due to Anthropogenic climate change. 
Ghosh conveys global climate change in serious fiction through the subtle mixture of fiction and real events. As 

the IPCC report, of 1990 stated:  

The greatest impact of global climate change might be on human migration - with several people 
displaced by shoreline erosion, coastal flooding, and agricultural disruption. Reports have argued that 

environmental degradation and climate change become major drivers of population displacement - a 

crisis (Gupta11).  

Similarly, Ghosh highlights this population displacement, loss of soil fertility, migration, natural hazards, and 

disaster intensified by climate change and global warming in Gun Island. He points out that ‘the islands of 

Sunderbans are constantly being swallowed up by the ocean; they’re disappearing before our Andaman & 

Nicobar Islands, Majuli (Assam) and Vaan Island are slowly disappearing under the ocean due to effects of 

global climate change and the inhabitants are filled with the fear of becoming climate refugees. He propounds 

the social inequalities and the global exploitation of migrant workers created by global climate change, 

conferring both climate and environmental justice.  

              Humans have evolved as an influencing ‘geological agent’ and changed the earth’s physical conditions 

especially since the industrial revolution (1750), human activities unequivocally increased the emission of 

GHG. This concentration has continued to increase, reaching an annual average of 410 ppb of carbon dioxide, 

1866 ppb of methane, and 332 ppb of nitrous oxide in 2019. The IPCC’s Sixth Assessment Report on February 

28, 2022, states that the impact of climate change is clearly visible in every corner of the world. The report 

provides a comprehensive analysis of exacerbating impacts of global climate change and future risks for 

marginalised communities and resource-poor countries. The alteration in climate is already started inflicting 

widespread devastating disruptions like environmental degradation, storms, floods, drought, cyclones and 

migration in every part of the earth. 

                    India is one of the most inclined nations and global hotspots at risk of climate change in the IPCC 

and Climate Vulnerability Index (CVI) reports in terms of its geographical and socio-economic vulnerability. 

Climate change might pose an existential threat, especially to the economically and socially marginalised urban 

residents, living in informal settlements. According to the recent IPCC report 2022, Anthropogenic climate 

change has accelerated with the arrival of new extreme weather events which led to the loss of both nature and 

human society. This report underlines the fact that the climate, ecosystem, biodiversity, and human society are 

interlinked. It predicts the adverse effects of climate change on climate-sensitive sectors such as agriculture, 

fisheries, and tourism as well as the humanitarian crisis such as climate-induced migration, insecurity and socio-

economic problems (IPCC Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptations, and Vulnerability 2022). 

 

 

Conclusion  

                       Climate fiction is considered significant as ecocritic Antonia Mehnert states that literature 

explicitly focused on climate change gives insight into the ethical and social ramifications of this unparalleled 

environmental crisis (Matthew Schneider-Mayerson 474). It reflects on current political conditions that impede 

action on climate change, explores how risk materialises and affects society, and finally plays an active part in 

shaping our conception of climate change (Morve Roshan K. and Akingbe). Climate Fiction serves as a 
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cultural-political attempt and innovative alternative of communicating climate change (Matthew Schneider-

Mayerson 475). 

                 The writers of climate fiction believe that literature can save the world. It is recognized that the text 

is revolutionary and is capable of bringing remarkable changes in the world. The political ecological text 

comprises the “claims about the state of nature and claims about claims about the state of nature” (Robbins 97). 

Gun Island is the juxtaposition of such two claims. It describes the environmental change and explains the 

conditions that affect that change with the inclusion of constructive ideas of the environment in political power, 

human beliefs, and cultural significance. Ghosh aligns himself with the environmentalism of Vandhana Shiva 

which is attributed to forms of Eastern spirituality that stress the inter-connectedness between humans and non-

humans through deep ecology. The crux of the plot, the tale of the legendary Gun Merchant renders into the 

contemporary world by transcending space and time. It advocates reconciliation and the necessity of a sense of 

balance between human beings and the natural world in the hope of a better tomorrow. 
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