INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF NOVEL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (IJNRD) a
© 2026 IJNRD | Volume 11, Issue 1, January 2026 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | INRD.ORG AL O

Track 1 Indigenous Values, National Unity &
Social HarmonyNEP 2020 and Value-Based
Education for National Integration

Author: Ms. Nidhi Adhwaryu
Assistant Profesor,
Anand Law College,
Anand
Emaid Id:nidhiadhwaryu7l@gmail.com

Abstract

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 marks a transformative approach in India’s educational
framework, emphasizing not only quality and accessibility but also the nurturing of value-based education
for a cohesive, inclusive society. This article explores how NEP 2020 integrates indigenous values—rooted
in India’s socio-cultural heritage—to promote national unity, social harmony, and national integration.
Through analysis of policy provisions, empirical studies, and educational paradigms, we highlight the
mechanisms and challenges in implementing value-based education aligned with national human values.
Findings reveal that while NEP 2020 holds strong potential for fostering national cohesion, practical
realization requires systemic reforms, teacher capacity-building, community participation, and robust
curriculum design. The study underscores that value-based education, when grounded in indigenous
principles like unity in diversity, secularism, and mutual respect, can be a sustainable foundation for

national integration.

Keywords: NEP 2020, value-based education, national integration, indigenous values, national unity,
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Introduction

In modern education, value-based learning is increasingly recognized as essential for holistic human
development. Beyond academic knowledge and skill training, education must inculcate values such as
empathy, respect, integrity, inclusivity, and social responsibility. In a diverse society like India—
characterized by varied languages, cultures, religions, regions, and traditions—the role of value-based

education becomes even more vital for sustaining national unity and social harmony.

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, approved by the Government of India, represents a visionary
roadmap for the future of education in the country. It reimagines educational priorities to align with the
needs of a 21st-century learner while grounding learning in India’s cultural heritage. One of the core

dimensions of NEP 2020 is its focus on values, ethics, and life skills integrated within formal education
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systems, reflecting India’s indigenous value systems and wisdom traditions. This emphasis aims to foster

citizenship that is conscientious, inclusive, and oriented toward national integration.

This research article examines how NEP 2020 addresses value-based education and explores the potential
contributions of this policy in advancing national integration, national unity, and social harmony
through indigenous values. It analyzes legal provisions within the policy, the pedagogic frameworks it

proposes, challenges to implementation, and its implications for future education in India.
Objectives of the Study

1. To analyze the mandate of NEP 2020 in promoting value-based education within the schooling and
higher education systems.

2. To understand the relationship between indigenous values and national integration in the context of
educational policy.

3. To examine how NEP 2020 operationalizes principles of national unity, social harmony, and ethical
citizenship.

4. To evaluate the potential outcomes and challenges of implementing value-based education under
NEP 2020.

5. To propose recommendations for strengthening indigenous values in educational curricula for

national integration.
Data & Methodology
This exploratory research draws upon:

e Policy analysis of NEP 2020 documents, official guidelines, and government releases.

e Secondary data from scholarly articles, books on educational philosophy, national integration, and
value education.

o Comparative educational studies focusing on ethical education across cultures.

o Qualitative content analysis to interpret and synthesize themes related to values and national

integration.

The methodology is predominantly descriptive and analytical, seeking to interpret policy structures and
pedagogical implications. No primary survey or empirical data collection was conducted, making this a

literature-based research article anchored on policy documents and academic interpretations.
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Literature Review
Value-Based Education: Concept and Importance

Value-based education refers to intentional and planned educational processes that impart moral, social,

cultural, and ethical values to learners. Its aims include:

o Developing critical moral reasoning
e Promoting empathy and social responsibility
o Sustaining cultural heritage alongside global awareness

o Encouraging peaceful coexistence and mutual respect

Scholars like M.E. Porter and J. Santrock have argued that values form the core of personality
development and social functioning. In the Indian context, education has traditionally been interwoven
with values from philosophical systems such as Vedanta, Buddhism, Jainism, and regional ethical
traditions—promoting Ahimsa (non-violence), Satya (truth), Dharma (righteousness), and Sauhard

(harmony).
Indigenous Values & National Integration

Indigenous values in India encompass pluralistic traditions, deep respect for diversity, and collective social
responsibility. Several studies highlight that strong ethical foundations in early education strengthen social
cohesion and reduce prejudices. For example, education systems that incorporate stories, arts, and practices

from multiple cultural traditions can enhance cross-cultural understanding and unity.
Educational Policy Context

Earlier Indian education policies (1968, 1986/92) acknowledged value education but lacked structured
implementation frameworks. NEP 2020, however, explicitly integrates value-based learning into outcomes,

curricular design, and teacher education — a notable shift.

Legal & Policy Provisions of NEP 2020 on Value-Based Education

NEP 2020 proposes several legal and policy frameworks that institutionalize value-based education:
1. Inclusion of Core Values

NEP 2020 underscores that education should be rooted in constitutional values, which include:

e Democracy and social justice

e Secularism and equality
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Respect for diversity

Peace and non-violence

Human rights

Sustainable living

These values are expected to be integrated throughout the curriculum, not limited to a specific subject.
2. Curriculum Reforms

The policy suggests restructuring the school curriculum to include:

e Ethics and human values education

e Cultural wisdom and heritage learning
o Life skills and social responsibility

e Critical thinking and ethical reasoning

By embedding these across subjects (languages, mathematics, sciences, arts), the policy seeks to normalize
value-based understanding.

3. Teacher Education & Capacity Building

NEP 2020 mandates reforms in teacher education to ensure instructors can deliver value-based content

effectively. It emphasizes training in:

e Value-oriented pedagogies
o Reflective teaching practices
e Inclusive classroom strategies

o Conflict resolution and peace education
4. Holistic and Multidisciplinary Education

The policy’s vision of holistic education integrates cognitive and affective domains. It encourages
multidisciplinary learning where humanities, arts, and sciences converge to shape a broad-based

worldview.
5. Experiential Learning
NEP 2020 promotes practical engagement with values through:

e Community service

e School festivals celebrating diversity
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o Student-led initiatives for social good

These initiatives allow students to apply values in real-life contexts, reinforcing empathy and
interdependence.

Result & Discussion
Value-Based Education within NEP: Transformative Potential

NEP 2020’s design represents a shift from rote learning to values-centered education. The policy
emphasizes not only what students learn but how they internalize knowledge, linking:

e Values with cognitive growth
e Character formation with academic goals

o Cultural identity with global competencies

This approach aligns with educational psychology research, which shows that learners internalize values

most effectively through integrated, experiential, and reflective learning practices.
Indigenous Values as Drivers of Social Harmony

Indigenous values in India—rooted in concepts like Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (the world is one family),
Unity in Diversity, and Sarva Dharma Samabhava (equal respect for all religions)—offer powerful

frameworks for peace and inclusion. NEP’s emphasis on these values reflects national aspirations for:

o Peaceful co-existence
e Mutual respect among diverse groups
« Reduction in societal conflicts

In multicultural classrooms, teaching through indigenous stories, arts, and community histories can nurture

empathy and dismantle stereotypes.
National Integration: A Policy Priority

National integration refers to the emotional and psychological unity among citizens, transcending sectional

identities like caste, religion, region, language, and class. NEP 2020 supports this goal by:

e Encouraging multilingualism
o Strengthening knowledge of local histories
« Promoting national festivals, events, and dialogues

« Integrating citizenship education into compulsory learning
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ThIS f;;ters a sense of belonging and shared identity without undermining local diversity.
Challenges in Implementation

Despite the promising framework, several challenges must be addressed:

1. Curriculum Overload

Teachers and students may struggle with additional requirements unless curricula are streamlined and

values are integrated seamlessly rather than add-on components.
2. Teacher Preparedness

Effective value education requires skilled educators trained in ethical facilitation, dialogue methods, and

cultural sensitivity—areas where teacher education needs robust restructuring.
3. Assessment Mechanisms

Traditional assessment focuses on cognitive recall. Measuring value internalization, ethical reasoning, and
social behaviour remains complex. NEP 2020 calls for formative and competency-based assessments, but
operationalizing these is challenging.

4. Diverse Socio-Economic Contexts

India’s socio-economic disparities influence access to quality education. Implementation of value-based

programs may be inconsistent across regions unless supported with resources and policy support.
5. Balancing Global and Indigenous Values

While global competencies are crucial, the challenge is to ensure they complement—not replace—
indigenous value systems. Education must respect cultural integrity while preparing learners for global

citizenship.

Theoretical Framework

NEP 2020’s approach to value-based education resonates with several theoretical orientations:
1. Humanistic Education Theory

Humanistic theories emphasize education as a means for self-actualization and moral development. By

centering values, NEP aligns with humanistic goals.
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2. Sociocultural Theory

Vygotsky and other sociocultural theorists stress that learning is socially mediated, and cultural tools shape

cognition. NEP’s integration of indigenous value systems supports this view.
3. Experiential Learning Model

Kolb’s experiential learning underscores learning through experience and reflection—major components of

NEP’s proposed pedagogy.
Case Examples and Best Practices (lllustrative)
1. Multilingual Classrooms

Programs that encourage students to learn in mother tongues alongside national and foreign languages

promote respect for cultural identity while building communication skills.
2. Community Immersion Projects

Students engage in community services (e.g., environmental clean-ups, local heritage documentation)

which strengthen social empathy and civic responsibility.
3. Interfaith Dialogues

School-level programs that celebrate diverse religious festivals and histories help reduce prejudices and

foster respect.
4. Arts & Cultural Integration

Incorporating traditional arts, music, folk tales, and crafts into learning nurtures appreciation for indigenous

wisdom and unity in diversity.
Conclusions

NEP 2020’s vision of value-based education rooted in indigenous values marks a significant evolution in
India’s educational philosophy. By foregrounding ethical literacy, social responsibility, and holistic
growth, the policy seeks to transform learners into engaged citizens who contribute to national integration,

unity, and harmony.

The policy’s strengths lie in its integrative curriculum design, teacher education focus, and alignment with

constitutional values. However, realization of these aspirations demands:
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e Strong institutional commitment

o Effective teacher training programs

e Innovative assessment systems

o Community and stakeholder involvement

o Sustained monitoring and evaluation mechanisms

In essence, value-based education under NEP 2020 offers a promising framework to strengthen India’s
social fabric. If successfully implemented, it can contribute substantially to national integration—ensuring
that learners not only excel academically but also embody values that uphold unity in diversity, respect for

human dignity, and peaceful coexistence.
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