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ABSTRACT 

Education with Ethics and Values are important in every phase of life. These are the fundamental process of 

human life. Education builds knowledge, helps in developing the powers of reasoning and judgment, and also 

prepares intellectually for a profession. Ethics teaches to identify the distinction between right and wrong and 

the values help in shaping the personality that of an individual. The presence of these three is needed in the 

development of an individual and his contribution to society. 

The youth of today are less socially inferred and highly individualistic. Values and ethics should be addressed 

to the youth by making them aware through the education system which will make the students gain the 

confidence to face all the situations in their life. If these qualities are taught along with education in 

school/college, their homework and preparation become good. 

A good education should include strong values, as education along with values are needed to create great 

leaders Ethics and values dictate how to live our lives and treat each other.; Ethics should be inculcated in the 

students through the educational framework as the students are a part of the society and tomorrow’s nation’s 

builders. This paper explains the meaning and importance of ethics and values in education which help in 

developing the personality of students and to make them responsible citizens. 

Keywords: Education, Ethics, Values, Development, Personality, Students. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Education is essential for everyone and plays a crucial role in shaping society. It is a continuous process that 

enhances knowledge, experience, and maturity. Education helps individuals become cultured, refined, and well-

informed, enabling them to overcome both personal and social challenges. It is a lifelong journey that begins in 

the womb and continues until the end of life. 

https://ijnrd.org/
http://www.ijnrd.org/


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF NOVEL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (IJNRD) 
© 2026 IJNRD | Volume 11, Issue 1, January 2026 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

 

IJNRDG001058 IJNRD - International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  

 

461 

Swami Vivekananda described education as "the manifestation of perfection already in man." It empowers 

individuals, preparing them to tackle life's challenges effectively. Education fosters informed decision-making, 

strengthens self-confidence, and equips individuals with the necessary skills to succeed. 

Values are fundamental principles that shape our actions and define our character. They determine how we treat 

ourselves and others and influence our interactions with the world. Values serve as ethical guidelines that help 

individuals behave appropriately in society. 

The purpose of educational institutions extends beyond imparting knowledge; they also instill values and a 

sense of responsibility in young minds, helping them become humane and socially conscious individuals. A 

society cannot thrive without proper education, as it promotes biological, psychological, social, and moral 

development. It prepares individuals for life by providing essential information, skills, and ethical values. 

A structured approach to understanding right and wrong, good and bad, is necessary for maintaining healthy 

relationships and a just society. Ethics serve as a moral compass, setting standards for acceptable behavior. 

Ethics in education is a fundamental human right, and integrating ethical principles into the education system 

helps individuals develop into responsible and compassionate human beings. 

Literature Review 

According to Nur Yeliz Gülcan, education is an ethical endeavor that should guide individuals in making 

decisions based on their own free will. While teaching ethics is relatively simple, ensuring that individuals 

adhere to those values is a challenging task, achievable only through education. Therefore, education plays a 

crucial role in instilling values in students. Ethics is essential in every aspect of life, and since education is a 

fundamental part of human existence, ethics holds a significant and impactful role within it. To shape students 

into morally responsible individuals, ethics should be incorporated as a subject in the educational curriculum. 

Rukhsana Zia states that ethics and values are inherently integrated into every teaching and learning 

environment, whether or not they are explicitly outlined as objectives. In her study, she also observed that as 

concerns over increasing materialism grow, the quality of education has improved alongside rising living 

standards. 

According to Divya Singh and Christoph Stückelberger, ethics and values should be incorporated into higher 

education, as this is a crucial stage when young individuals develop an understanding of societal needs. These 

values provide a foundation for balanced personal growth and help students appreciate historical traditions. If 

ethical values are not imparted at the right age, individuals may grow up without moral direction. 
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Amita Gupta highlights that value-based education has held significance in India since the time of the Vedas. 

It was also practiced during the era of Plato and Aristotle in Greek history. Education and values go hand in 

hand, with educational institutions playing a key role in instilling values from early education to higher 

learning. The ultimate goal of education is human development, which is shaped by values that influence 

behavior in society. Social, economic, spiritual, and ethical values are crucial in determining societal progress 

and human growth. 

Needhi Singh emphasizes that education refines and nurtures human personality, allowing individuals to reach 

their fullest potential. It contributes to overall physical, intellectual, and spiritual development. 

Socrates believed that education helps individuals uncover universally valid ideas that reside within every 

human mind. Ethics, a branch of philosophy concerned with morality, originates from the Greek word ‘ethos,’ 

meaning character. Ethics holds greater significance than religious, moral, or legal concepts. Future leaders are 

shaped by the ethical and moral teachings imparted in universities, which influence their decision-making and 

leadership qualities. 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

• To understand the meaning of education, ethics, and values and the relationship between them. 

• To understand the need for values and ethics in education. 

• To know the impacts of value education on students. 

Research Methodology 

To achieve the objectives of this research study, a combination of primary and secondary data collection 

methods was used. 

 Primary Data Collection: A structured questionnaire was designed and distributed to faculty 

members from various schools and colleges. The investigator gathered responses from 25 participants to 

analyze their perspectives on ethics and values in education. 

 Secondary Data Collection: Additional insights were obtained from existing literature, 

including research articles, books, journals, and web portals. These sources provided a broader 

understanding of the topic and supported the findings from the primary data. 
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This mixed-method approach ensured a comprehensive analysis of the role of ethics and values in education. 

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

 Due to limited time, an extensive and detailed analysis could not be conducted. 

 The research focused only on faculty members from  schools and colleges. 

 Parents’ perspectives were not considered in the data collection. 

 The study assumes that the respondents provided accurate and honest information. 

 Some responses were based on personal assumptions, making it challenging to derive absolute 

conclusions. 

Importance of Values and Ethics in Education: 

 It equips students with the necessary qualities to become responsible individuals, preparing them 

to be good humans, caring parents, and responsible citizens in the future. 

 It raises awareness among students about the issues of violence and dishonesty in society, 

helping them resist negative influences and unethical practices. 

 It enhances students' ability to make wise and ethical decisions, especially in challenging or 

stressful situations. 

 It contributes to lowering the incidence of juvenile delinquency by promoting moral values and 

responsible behavior. 

 

The Need for Inculcating Ethics and Values in Education 

In today's world, modernization and urbanization have led to a gradual decline in moral values. People 

increasingly show a lack of respect for others, property, and even the laws of the country, disregarding rules 

and regulations. While students today excel in academics and sports, ethics and values are often overlooked. 

Many students are observed engaging in undesirable behaviors such as bullying, cheating in exams, substance 

abuse, violence, and disrespect towards elders and teachers. Qualities like integrity, trust, compassion, and 

brotherhood are diminishing with time. 

The current situation calls for an urgent change, which can be achieved through education that integrates ethics 

and values into the curriculum. Although academic programs are frequently updated to align with evolving 

knowledge, moral education receives comparatively less focus. Since childhood and adolescence are crucial 

stages for character development, schools and colleges should prioritize value-based education instead of solely 
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emphasizing academic performance. Education should shape an individual's personality and serve as a guiding 

light, leading society toward a more ethical and responsible future. 

Types of Values to Be Inculcated 

Instilling fundamental values in students is essential for shaping their character, helping them become honest, 

respectful, and socially responsible individuals. These values encourage ethical behavior, strengthen moral 

principles, and create a harmonious society. The key values that should be incorporated into education include: 

 Communal Harmony: Teaching values and ethics fosters peace and unity in society. When 

students embrace positive values, they contribute to a crime-free, respectful, and cooperative 

community. 

 Tolerance: Tolerance means respecting diverse beliefs, behaviors, and traditions. Educational 

institutions should instill this value to help students embrace human diversity, understand social 

challenges, and adopt behaviors that counteract intolerance and discrimination. 

 National Integration: By learning about different cultures, languages, and traditions, students 

develop an appreciation for unity in diversity. This understanding strengthens national integration and 

promotes mutual respect. 

 Cooperation: Encouraging cooperation in education helps students build positive relationships 

and appreciate diversity. It also boosts self-esteem, fosters a positive attitude toward teachers and elders, 

and motivates students to achieve success collectively. 

 Forgiveness: Anger and revenge often lead to unnecessary conflicts. Schools and colleges 

should teach students the importance of forgiveness, helping them develop a peaceful mindset and 

reduce violence in educational institutions. Incorporating behavior-based assessments in internal 

evaluations can further encourage ethical conduct. 

 Respect for Others: Respect involves acknowledging and valuing others. A student who learns 

to respect peers, teachers, and elders is more likely to succeed in life and maintain positive relationships. 

 Respect for Life: Educational institutions should instill a deep appreciation for human life. 

Students must understand the moral and ethical implications of harming or taking a life at any stage, 

whether due to problems, illness, or social pressures. 

 Cleanliness of Self and Surroundings: Schools should emphasize personal hygiene and 

environmental cleanliness. Assigning students tasks to maintain a clean classroom fosters responsibility 

and encourages them to apply the same habits at home. 
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 Hard Work: Instilling a strong work ethic from a young age helps students develop confidence 

and perseverance. Teaching them to remain determined even in difficult situations prepares them for 

future challenges and success. 

 Love and Kindness: Encouraging children to practice love and kindness nurtures traits like 

empathy, generosity, and helpfulness, fostering a more compassionate society. 

 Honesty: Honesty is a crucial virtue that students must learn early in life. Since honesty is not 

always instinctive, it should be actively taught. Students should understand that dishonesty and cheating 

have long-term consequences that can negatively impact their future. 

 Compassion: Compassion teaches students to be sensitive to the needs of others, promoting 

equality, love, and respect. A society rooted in compassion ensures that no one is left homeless, hungry, 

or deprived of basic needs. 

 Responsibility: Students must learn to be responsible by communicating respectfully with 

teachers and peers, attending classes regularly, participating actively, and completing assignments on 

time. 

 Fairness: Fairness ensures that individuals act without bias or injustice. A fair classroom 

environment fosters respect, trust, and safety, benefiting all students and enhancing their learning 

experience. 

 Trustworthiness: Trust is the foundation of all relationships. By teaching students to be 

trustworthy, they learn the value of honesty and reliability, building stronger connections with others. 

By incorporating these values into the educational system, institutions can help shape responsible, ethical, and 

well-rounded individuals who contribute positively to society. 

Approaches to Inculcation of Values and Ethics in Education Through Curriculum 

To effectively integrate values and ethics into education, various approaches can be adopted within the 

academic curriculum. Some key methods include: 

 Inclusion of Value-Based Curriculum: Subjects related to ethical values and moral principles 

should be incorporated into the educational syllabus to ensure students learn the importance of ethics 

from an early age. 

 Classroom Discussions: Organizing debates and discussions on moral and ethical topics helps 

students critically analyze values, understand different perspectives, and apply them in real life. 
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 Competitions on Ethical Topics: Schools and colleges can host competitions such as essay 

writing, public speaking, and quizzes on values and ethics to encourage students to reflect on these 

principles. 

 Mandatory Code of Conduct: A well-defined code of conduct should be enforced in all 

educational institutions to instill discipline, accountability, and moral responsibility among students. 

 Recognition of Good Deeds: Students should be acknowledged and rewarded for demonstrating 

ethical behavior, while violations of the code of conduct should have appropriate consequences to 

reinforce moral discipline. 

 Learning Through Games and Activities: Engaging students in interactive games and 

activities that emphasize ethics and values can make learning more practical and enjoyable. 

 Artistic Expression of Values: Teaching values creatively through drama, dance, songs, 

storytelling, debates, discussions, and essay writing helps students internalize ethical concepts in an 

engaging manner. 

By incorporating these strategies, educational institutions can effectively instill ethical values in students, 

shaping them into responsible and morally conscious individuals. 

Approaches to Inculcation of Values and Ethics in Education Through Activities 

Incorporating values and ethics into education can be effectively achieved through various activities that engage 

students both mentally and physically. Some key approaches include: 

 Meditation: Making meditation a compulsory practice for both students and staff helps calm the 

mind and body, improves concentration, and enhances self-awareness, allowing individuals to focus on 

their thoughts with clarity. 

 Prayer: Daily prayer cultivates faith, devotion, and self-confidence while enhancing memory 

and focus. It also instills values such as peace, love, and nonviolence, fostering a positive and respectful 

attitude toward life. 

 Religious Celebrations: Encouraging students to celebrate festivals from different religions 

promotes mutual understanding and cultural harmony. This practice helps students appreciate diverse 

traditions and respect different beliefs. 

 Sports and Physical Activities: Engaging students in various sports and games nurtures 

qualities such as teamwork, cooperation, discipline, punctuality, and equality, essential for personal and 

social development. 
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 Cultural Programs: Organizing cultural events on national, historical, social, and religious 

occasions allows students to learn about their heritage and the significance of different festivals. It also 

fosters a sense of unity and respect for diverse traditions. 

By integrating these activities into the education system, students can develop a strong moral foundation, 

essential for becoming responsible and ethical individuals in society. 

Data Analysis and Interpretation 

The data analysis was conducted based on the methodology outlined in the research design. A structured 

questionnaire was sent to faculty members from various schools and colleges to gather their perspectives on the 

inculcation of ethics and values in education. 

The responses collected were analyzed to identify trends, opinions, and the effectiveness of existing educational 

practices in promoting ethical values. The findings were interpreted to assess the current scenario and suggest 

improvements for integrating ethics and values into the academic curriculum. 

Figure-1 

 

This figure-1 reveals that the survey has been conducted by taking the opinion from the teaching and the non- 

teaching staff working in educational institutes holding different designations. 

The figure-2 reveals that 40% of the respondents working in an educational institute have experience of more 

than 15 years, 36% are have nearly 8 years of experience, 20% have experience of 8-15 years and 4% have the 

experience of less than two years. So the majority of the respondents have experienced faculty in the field of 

education. 
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Figure -2 

 

 

Figure -3 

 

 

As per the figure-3, 56% of the respondents are the staff from Degree College, 12% are from Pre-university 

College and Post-graduation college, 8% are from High school and higher primary school, and 4% are from 

primary school. 

Figure -4 
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Figure-4 reveals that 100% of the respondents from different designations have a opinion that there is a need 

for the students to know about ethics and values and that it has a role to play in everyone’s life. 

 

Figure -5 

 

As per the figure-5, 40% of the institutes impart ethics and values through lectures, 28% impart moral values 

through Discussions, 24% of the institutes impart moral education through activities, and 8% through role 

play. This figure reveals that majority of the educational institutions impart moral values to students through 

lectures. 

Figure – 6 

 

 

As per this figure-6, 72% of the respondents are of the opinion that education plays a role in developing the 

personality of the students and 28% of the responded that education helps in developing a personality to some 

extent. 
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Figure – 7 

 

As per the figure-7, 96% of the respondents have agreed that ethics and values should be compulsorily made a 

part of the curriculum and 4% of them responded that it may be included in the curriculum. Hence it can be 

considered to be included in the education curriculum in all levels of education system. 

Figure – 8 

 

As per the figure-8, 80% of the respondents agreed that inculcating value education in schools will 

beeffectiveindecreasingviolence,crime,corruption,suicidesinthesocietyand20%oftherespondentsthinkthatitmayb

e decreased. So this opinion can be taken into consideration and thought of to include moral education, in 

schools and colleges so that the future generation will have a safe environment. 
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Figure – 9 

 

As per the figure-9, 96% of the respondents think that value education should be included in the college level 

and 4% think it may be included. Majority of the respondents are of the opinion that there is a necessity of 

teaching ethics and values to students at all the levels of the education system. 

As per the figure-10 52% of the respondents agreed that there is a requirement for a professionally trained 

value educator /counselor to teach value education, 28% strongly agreed, 12% were neutral and 8% strongly 

disagreed. Majority of the respondents have the opinion that if a trained value educator is appointed it will be 

an added advantage in inculcating the moral values to the students. 

 

Figure – 10 

 

FINDINGS 

This study highlights the significance of values and ethics in an individual's life. In today's world, there is a 

noticeable decline in ethical and moral values due to a lack of proper education on these subjects. The younger 
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generation is heavily immersed in the digital realm, causing them to lose touch with essential moral concepts. 

Although moral education is already included in primary and high school curriculums, it should also be made a 

mandatory subject in colleges to reinforce ethical learning. 

SUGGESTIONS 

To improve the teaching of ethics and values in educational institutions, the following measures are 

recommended: 

 Schools and colleges should appoint trained educators or counselors to guide students on moral 

values. 

 At least one hour per week should be dedicated to moral education. 

 Moral education should cover topics such as ethics, values, cultural awareness, personality 

development, and self-respect. 

 Regular expert-led discussions on ethics and morals should be organized to instill strong values 

in students. 

CONCLUSION 

The erosion of moral values in modern society is evident, leading to a decline in mutual respect. Education is a 

powerful tool that can help address these issues by instilling ethical principles in students. A well-rounded 

education should not only focus on academic subjects or career preparation but also emphasize the importance 

of values and logical thinking. 

True education integrates virtues, moral values, and the fundamental principles of human life. It should aim not 

only at obtaining qualifications but also at fostering character development and societal progress. Ethics and 

values are vital in shaping an individual’s personality, helping them lead a stable and principled life. 

By incorporating value-based learning into education, students can develop respect for elders, teachers, and 

authority while understanding the importance of following ethical guidelines. Teaching moral values helps set a 

clear distinction between right and wrong, enabling individuals to make responsible decisions in their lives. 
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